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MUSIC 
CARNEGIE 


Minevitch Will Use 120 
Boys and Cursed In- 


struments 


A concert of illegitimate music is 
slated for the early fall at Carnegie 
Hall by Borrah Minevitch, har- 
monica virtuoso, who will demon- 
strate with 120 juvenile “musicians” 
what the innate musical soul of 
American youth really is. The in- 
struments will consist only of such 
frowned-upon instruments as har- 
monicas, ocarinas, jewsharps, toy 
percussion makeshifts, tuned ginger 
ale bottles, kazoos, musical funnels, 
etc., for which some of the most 
profound musical minds in America 
will compose and orchestrate. 

Mineivtch intends to demon- 
etrate the trend of the coming mu- 
sical mind of America through its 
juvenile representation, who in 
clubrooms and-in backyards and in 
their homes amuse themselves with 
syncopated manifestations on ukes, 
kazoos, mouth organs, etc. 

Minevitch has incorporated him- 
self expressly for this purpose. The 
concerts will not be money makers, 
more in the nature of experiments 


and exploitation stunts to plug 
Minevitch’s regular picture house 
band act. 


Chairless House Closed 


Chicago, May 22. 

The Admiral, bankrupt and held 
by the Chicago Title & Trust Co., 
is closed. 

Its first policy was Ass'n. vaude 
and pictures. Prior to closing a 
road company of ‘“Abie’s Irish Rose” 
Played in the house two weeks. 

With a claim of $9,000 held by the 
Andrews Seat Co that concern 
jerked out its seats hefers the house 
went dark. 

Final performance of “Abie” was 
Biven to an audience parked on 
folding chairs. 


“Cover ’Em All Up” 


For the Democrats 


Houston, May 22. 

When the Democratic Convention 
fs held here next month the dele- 
&ates will not go wreng or to the 
Wrong places if the women’s clubs 
have their way. The local ladies al- 
ready are agitating against bare legs 
and too short trunks on some of the 
Chorus girls in this town’s theatres. 

The Mayor is listening to the re- 
form advocates without regard to 
“his politics. 

As a protector and guardian for 
the Democrats, Houston is apt to 
have the convention for the first and 
last time. 


The Albee Surprise 


Variety's story last week of 
KE. F. Albee selling his Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum stock to the 
Murdock-Kennedy group was 
as much of a surprise to the 
K-A-O office crew as to the 
trade in general. 

New York dailies hopping 
onto the story sent reporters 
early Wednesday morning to 
get more detail from Mark 
Luescher, the K-A-O- gen, 
press agent. Luescher was a bit 
delayed in reaching his offices. 
Upon arriving, the newspaper- 
men started to ask questions. 

“Pardon me a moment, gen- 
tlemen,” answered Luescher, 
“until I read Variety's story. 
This is the first I have heard 
about it.” 


ORGAN HOMES 
SWANKIEST YET 


Jobs for Lay-Off Piano 
Players—Gibson’s Fee 


Hundreds of wealthy folks in and 
around New York have organs in- 
stalled in their homes and have or- 
ganists under contract to play for 
them several times a week. One 
such organist, Archer Gibson, gets 
$500 for an evening's organ playing 
in private homes, having two or 
three such engagements every week. 
In addition, Gibson has a supple- 
mentary income making rolls for re- 
producing organs. 

Film House Jobs 

Organ schools in New York City 
also report considerable interest in 
the instrument. Lay-off piano play- 
ers are learning to play the instru- 
ment. The Velazco School, located 
on Broadway, has over 50 students 
and the organs there work from 
8:30 a. m. until 11:30 at night. 

Many of the students are profes- 
sional organists studying technique 

on page 


CAMERA- PROJECTOR 


Q.R.S. Co. Merketinn 16M. Machine 


Under $100 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Q.R.S. Music Company, of Chi- 
cago, is manufacturing and soon 


will put on the market a combined 
camera aad projector which will sell 
for less than $100. New apparatus 
will use 16m. film. 

Tufts-Lyon Arms Co. of Los 
Angeles, sporting goods dealers, 
will be Pacific Coast distributor. 
They have placed orders for 7,000 
machines. 

The coming of summer and the 
crowding into the old family auto- 
mobile for the evening's entertain- 
ment has hit the 16m. film distrib- 
utors. 

William Horsley reports that one 
large middie western company has 
reduced its weekly release prints 


DODGING 


Film Fan Mail Currently 
Main Racket—Lay People 
from All Over Reached 
and Touched—Dish- 
washer Taught Scenario 
Writing, but Got Caught 
at It 


NUMBERLESS SCHEMES 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The many diversified forms of 
racketeering in Hollywood are 
found in some cases to be so orig- 
inal that they set a standard for 
the rest of the world to copy. 
Sharpshooters from all over mi- 
grate here only to find competition 
so great they are forced to lie 
awake at night to figure out a new 
racket that will bring in the easy 
dough. 

Some of the schemes are legiti- 
mate, but most smack ail the way 
from petty larceny to grand extor- 
tion and unadulterated blackmail. 

Capitalizing on the universal ap- 

(Continued on page 22) 


SHOWMANSHIP 
FOR PUBLICITY 
LONDON 


London, May 22, 
Paramount’s staged reception for 
Adolphe Menjou and Kathryn 
Carver, in which the men and 
women ushers from the Plaza went 
to the railroad terminal in plain 
(Continued on page 2) 


| $50 Act | 


Eddie Cantor met a vaude- 
ville actor he knew on Broad- 
way and the four-a-day con- 
fided that he had a brand new 
sure-fire act that had cost him 
fifty smackers. 

“How come?” inguired Cantor, 

“Well,” answered the actor, 
‘T paid $4.40 to see ‘Rosalie’ 
and I got Jack Donahne. I paid 
$5.50 to see ‘Musketeers’ and I 
got Lester Allen—” 

The actor continued adding 
up the shows, and totaling a 
nut of fifty. 


Cantor remarked, “That's 
great. I’m glad you missed 
me.” 


“Don't be a mug,” replied his 
friend, “I got you over the 
radio for nothing.” 


40 per cent. 


OLLYWOOD RACKETEERS 
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Office Golf 


The extent to which Broad- 
way has gone golf mad is 
noticeable more every day in 
offices around the Square. 
There remain few major pro- 
ducers or managers who 
haven't taken up the game in 
more or less serious fashion. 
They always have the clubs 
handy in the office and if press 
of business prevents a visit to 
one of the courses nearby, 
you'll find them swinging clubs 
on the carpets and batting 
around a specially made prac- 
tice pill. 

In between times are groups 
of officials in corners lying 
about their best scores or dis- 
cussing the advantages of 
various club grips and stance. 


KIDS 
ONE PICTURE 


Studio-Bred Children Cast 
for “Taxi 13” 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Seven children, ranging in age 
from 21 months to 15 years, the en- 
tire family of Mr. and Mrs. Coy 
Watson, Jr., are cast as part of 
Chester Conklin’s 11 children in 
“Taxi 13," which Marshall Neilan is 
directing for FBO. 

The senior Watson has. been 
around studios from the beginning, 
having been a utility man at Sen- 
nett’s in the days of the Keystone 
cops. All the children are picture 
veterans, too. Coy junior, the oldest, 
has been before the camera since he 
was nine months of age. 

Gloria, now 11, is named for 
Gloria Swanson, who was playing 
at Sennett’s when the child was 
born. Louise, nine, was christened 
in compliment to Louise Fazenda, 
whose name today also bulks big- 
ger than it did in the old Keystone 
period, Then there is Delmar, the 
voungest, 21 months old, named for 
Del Lord, director. 


Those Ether Blues 


Detroit, May 22. 

Dr. Alexander W. Blaine, promi- 
nent local surgeon, is an advocate 
of music as an aid in surgical work. 
Music, the surgeon says, helps re- 
lieve the nervous strain on a pa- 
tient when an anesthetic is being 
administered. 

Dr. Blaine has a phonograph and 
library of discs in his operating 
room in the Jefferson Clinic and 
Diagnostic Hospital. sefore pro- 
ceeding to carve ‘em, he asks his 
patient's favorite melody, 

Dr. Blaine states national anthems 


are mostly in demand with Irish 
ditties next, and old folks songs 
right behind. 

“My Wild Irish Kose” cops indi- 


vidual honors. 


PROPAGANDA 
SUSPECTED 
SOVIET FILM 


U. S. Gov’t Reported In- 
terested—If Okayed, 
at Roxy’s 


Arthur Hammerstein's importae 
tion of two Russian made moving 
pictures is said to have interested 
the U. S. Government. 

A suspicion of Soviet Russia 
propaganda is reported to have 
arisen, with the Will Hays office 
intervening. Hays, from reports, in- 
vited an official from Washington 
tu come to New York to make a 
personal pre-view of “The End of St. 
Petersberg” and “Ten Days That 
Shock the World,” the two foreign 
films. 

Should the Hays office clear the 
pictures, with “Ten Days” mostly 
under scrutiny from reports, Roxy's 
theatre may play one or both of 
them. If Hays objects to either or 
both it debars all members of the 


Hays association of picture pro- 
ducers and distributors and their 
theatre chains from playing the 


banned films, 

The Roxy is now on the Fox cir- 
cuit and the Hays ban would ope- 
rate against it. In that event it is 
said Arthur Hammerstein will play 
the pictures at Hammerstein's on 
Broadway, the first location an- 
nounced for them. Hammerstein 
bought the exhibition rights for the 
pictures when recently in Berlin. 

Soviet Russia has not as yet been 
recognized by this country. From 
reports, official Washington has 
been alert for propagandizing signs 
in any motion 


3 Days to Sober Up 


May 22. 
marriage” law 


Francisco, 
California’s “gin 
which necessitates a three-day in- 
terval between application for a 
license and the actual issue of same, 
raised havoc during its first 
state authorities have ascer- 


San 


has 
Vear, 
tained. 

During the 12 months just ended 
there were 53,487 marriages in the 
state as compared with 56,664 in 
1926. Marriages for the entire year 
showed a decrease of 3,177, but from 
last August, when the new three- 
day notice law became effective, 
through December, there was a dee 
crease of 4,952 over the corresponde 
ing period in 1926, 
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London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 


London, May 11. 

Sophie Tucker has reached the society columns, this in spite of the 
fact that people are wondering why, if Sir Oswald Stoll was Puritanical 
enough to stop Dora Maughan from using certain words on his stage, 
the other week, he is so deaf that he cannot hear what Sophie says. 

Although I do not like Sophie’s turn myself—it is Sophie personally 
whom I admire—“ritzy” people with nothing else to do are certainly 
making a fuss of her. 

“Lady Louis Mountbatten has lost little time on her return to town 
im visiting her favorite supper places,” I saw stated quite seriously in 
social columns of the Sunday Times the other day. “Three nights 
in succession she has been to hear Sophie Tucker at the Kit-Cat.” 

Then it goes on to say how, on one night, even the Earl of Birken- 
head went, while all sorts of other titled names were mentioned and 
people including the Lord Chancellor’s step-son, Mr. Marjoribanks, which, 
as you know, is pronounced Chumkety. 

Yes, apart from income tax, Sophie seems to be having a fat time. 


Why Was Claudette Afraid? 

Claudette Colbert is another of those Americans who come over here 
expecting I shall slam them. I hear she was walking about last week, 
afraid what I should say about her. She need have had no fear, 

In “The Barker,” which, for reasons best known to himself, Albert 
de Courville brought over—I liked it, but I could not see London doing 
gs0—she scored a personal success. So did James Kirkwood. But the 
play has little appeal over here. All the critics spoke of her with an 
enthusiasm which was deserved. 

. Five First Nights Running 

“The Barker” was the first of five successive first nights in London, 
which seems to be trying, this month, to keep up with New York’s aver- 
age- Now I know why Heywood Broun resigned—and why Woollcott 
lost his wool. 

The second play of the week, “Our Little Wife,” proved to be Avery 
Hopwood's resurrected comedy, out of date in these days, so much so 
that I was glad when Edward Knoblock told me, after the first act, that 
Avery Hopwood had a fortune of $2,000,000, which he had made out of 
plays. I always thought it was only $1,500,000. 

Too Much Dreary Talk 

Wednesday, the third night of the week, young Benn Levy, whose first 
play, “This Woman Business,” was much over-praised, showed con- 
siderable skill as a dramatist, but bored a drearyized audience. They 
talked and talked. I yawned and yawned. 

I was hoping it would be a success, because Basil Dean and Alfred 
Butt had become friends again to produce it together, and I wanted 
to give the play a big boost to show Basil, with whom, for no reason 
whatever, except Noel Coward, I seem to have been quarreling lately, 
that really I liked him very much. 

After all, if Butt and Dean could make it up, Swaffer and Dean easy. 

But, no! Basil Dean, you know, married, on the second occasion, Lady 
Mercy Greville, who is the Countess of Warwick’s beautiful daughter. 
The Countess, a Socialist, with whom I have sung “The Red Flag,” lives 
at Easton Lodge in Essex, where she invites Socialist working men down 
to smell the daisies. 

Young Man Hears of Socialism! 

I suppose young Levy has heard of this, for he has written a play about 
that sort of country house, where two Socialists argue with a gang of 
dreary people. I am sorry young Levy has just heard of Socialism. 

This was Tallulah’s comeback, after “Blackmail.” She did well enough, 
but it must have bored her supporters, some of whom complained that 
they ought to have had free seats. 

Although I applaud the courage of Butt and Dean in staging this play, 
it will not do. Dean produced it perfectly, and Nicholas Honnea and Ivor 
Barnard were fine. But only Shaw is allowed to yap in the theatre, 

A Real Socialists’ Play 

Miles Malleson who, being a Pacifist, knows.much more about Socialism 
than all the Benn Levys in the world, was the author who came elong the 
next night. 

Two women want to live with the same man, whose wife will not 
divorce him. The older one, who has suppressed her longings for years, 
goes to sacrifice herself, to save the girl, and then finds it is not sacrifice. 

And all that a young scientist, who loves the younger woman, says in 
protest, when the other fellow wants his girl, is that he does not think it 
wrong, but he does not want her to give up her stage career! 

Miles Malleson has written some brilliant scenes. But I do not think 
his play can run, clever as are Raymond Massey, Leon and Val Termaine, 
Laura Cowie and Marjorie Mars. 

Kyrle Bellew Risks Her Money 

There is another show tonight—Kyrle Bellew’s first personal risk with 
some of the late Arthur Bourchier’s money, which she is putting into 
A. E. W. Mason's crime play, “The House of the Arrow.” 

Kyrle is a charming girl, and I wish her luck. She goes, however, to 
the Vaudeville, too small a house, you would think, for this,sort of thing, 
and one which has not yet recovered from the fiasco of “Who’s Who,” in 
which Oscar Asche lasted, last week, for only four nights. Although Ma- 
#on, of course, is cne of the most cultured authors we have, his plays have 
never succeeded like his books. 

Now Oscar is going into Russell Janney’s “Marjolaine,” which will go 
to the Gaiety in a few weeks. Janney wants to run the Gaiety perma- 
nently. As a poorish boy he used to go in the gallery and see George 
Edwardes’ productions there, and now he loves to see his own name in 
the lights outside. 


Two Kinds of Spirits 
Your American civilization is spreading over this side. A few weeks 
ago, Lady Grey, who like myself is a spiritualist, asked me to a tea 
party at which I was to meet Dr. Osty, a famous French psychical 
researcher, That is the last generation. 
The new generation is typified by her son, David Tennant, who, in 


me last night to a pajama bottle party. I do not know if anybody 
went. I did not. I am a teetotaller—and I wear a nightshirt. 

I believe you have these things on your side. I suppose it was John 
Bairrymore’s “Hamlet” that started the idea over here. 


Gaunt-Shubert Theatres 

I wonder what the future of the Gaunt-Shubert theatres will be. They 
have talked of the sale of the Winter Garden, although the deal has not 
been completed; Adelphi is now let to Paul Murray and Jack Hulbert 
for seven years; His Majesty’s is leased to the Daniel Mayer firm for five 
years; the Apollo, I believe, is definitely rented out; this leaves only the 
Gaiety and the Shaftesbury. 

To think that only about two years ago the Shubert firm came to 
London, banging drums like Barnum or Cochran. Now the firm has so 
altered that they have even stopped issuing posters mentioning the at- 
tractions at their various theatres. 


Farce That Was a Tragedy 

They called it a farce at the Vaudeville when “Who's Who” was pro- 
duced this week. Really, it was a tragedy. This to come off tomorrow— 
after four nights. 

Oscar Asche, who has lost all his money, but only a few ounces of 
his size, came back in a show that had scarcely a smile in it. Several 
people tried to escape after the first act, except that they saw one of the 
two authors standing by the door. 


IT went along hoping to be able to give Asche a boost. But it was a 


ENGLAND’S 50 ROAD 


London, May 11. 
When Moss’ Empires began turn- 


once nightly performances the firm 
thought it had made a discovery. 
It had, but it isn’t the same as it 
thought. 
Except with “Rose Marie” and 
“No, No, Nanette,” it is doubtful if 
this concern has broken even with 
any of the shows sent out from 
London. With Lady Tree and Don- 
ald Calthrop in the cast, “Luck of 
the Vails,” is believed to have 
played to no more than $1,200 on 
the week -at Sheffeld, a first class 
town, where Marie Tempest with 
“Mr. Pim Passes By” opened re- 
cently to $125. “Peggy Ann” was 
a bust on the whole route, and a 
show like “Lido Lady,” with Ela 
Retford and George*Clark took less 
money at South Sea than either of 
the artistes would have drawn in- 
dividually as vaude top-liners in 
the same house. 
Moss is worried over the situation 
and is reverting to twice nightly 
for the summer. A strange move, 
for this is apparently not the time 
of year when the public will pay 
double addmission for a short show. 
Moss’ Empires previously had 21 
first class twice nightly dates and 
a few smaller houses. Now it only 
offers a touring revue 11 weeks. 
Result is no one can afford to put 
out an expensive show for such a 
short time. Audiences in the prov- 
inces have been spoiled by irregular 
policy. 
Local conditions are another fac- 
tor missed by R. H. Gillespie when 
he got the once-a-night brain wave. 
Cardiff is a number one town but 
it is fed from the Valleys, Incomers 
used to pack the first houses be- 
cause the trains back went out 
round nine o'clock. Now they can’t 
come in, as they couldn’t get back 
after a once nightly show, and the 
locals are not enough and haven’t 
the money to support the theatre. 
Something like chaos in the road- 
show business is the result. There 
is no tour big enough to make a 
first-class show worth while. The 
Gibbons houses, Gencval Theatres 
Corp., can only give the same num- 
ber of dates as Moss’, and these 
two tours clash in one of the prin- 
cipal towns, Birmingham. Besides 
which, backstage economies have 
been instituted. 
From 60 weeks of reasonably 
profitable twice nightly dates a year, 
the show managers are faced with 
poor business on an 11 week date 
book. 


Havana’s Summer Casino 


Havana, May 15. 

A summer casino (gambling) has 
been opened, on adjoining property 
to the now closed winter casino. 
There is a native hope that Ha- 
vana may become a 12-month open 
season for the roulette wheel and 
other odds on games. 


Perhaps a Frame? 


London, May 22. 
Local censor has barred May 
Edginton’s play, {For Better or 
Worse,” which had four perform- 
ances at the Arts theatre, 


FRENCH COMEDY BOUGHT 
London, May 22. 
Felix Ganderas and Claude Gevels 
comedy, “Vingt Ans Madame,” now 
at Comedie Caumartin, Paris, has 
been purchased by Archie Parnell 
and Alf Zeitlin for London produc- 
tion and is being adapted by Jose E. 
Levy. 
There is a part in the play said 
to be ideally suited to Delysia. 


ST. MARTIN PASSES 

Paris, May 22. 
The Porte St. Martin, built in 
1781 and one of the best-known 
houses in all France, is to be razed 
to make way for a new department 
store which is to be built in 1931. 
The old theatre on the Grand 
Boulevard has played an important 
part in French history. 


Laryngitis Halts McCormack 
Paris, May 22. 
Laryngitis forced John McCormack 
to cancel his scheduled Paris con- 
cert at the Champs Elysees. Spec- 
cialists have ordered a long rest. 


WEEKS DROP 70 11 


ing its twice nightly houses into 
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Cavalieri and New 
Masculine Friend Talk 
Over Companionate Deal 


Hotel-Taken Films 
Might Hold Kick-Back 


London, May 22. 

Colonel Elwy Jones, the entertain- 
ment director of the Piccadilly 
Hotel, is installing a movie outfit 
in the dining room where pictures 
will be taken in which the visitors 
will be the participants. The films 
taken will be shown two days later, 
thus enticing the customers to come 
again—and take part in more films. 
On the face of it this sounds very 
enticing, but what about the man 
who tells his wife he is dining out 
with business friends and would 
prefer not to have his picture taken 
next to an attractive female? 


Meller in Nite Club 


Paris, May 22. 
Raquel Meller has taken an en- 
gagement at the Florida, expensive 
night resort, where she will sing 
two numbers nightly as feature of 
the midnight show. 
On the strength of this feature 
the place is scaling its couvert 
charge at $10. The cheapest wine 
on the Hst is champagne at $12 a 
bottle and a bottle is obligatory. 


Paris Welcomes Pavlova 


Paris, May 19. 

With an ovation that passed al- 
most anything Paris has seen in 
months, the City of Light welcomed 
back Anna Pavlova, returning after 
a world tour, at the Champs Elysees. 
The French capital turned out to 
give her an almost royal welcome. 
This brilliant artist took the audi- 
ence by storm. 


OSCAR ASCHE, SUBSTITUTE 
London, May 22. 
Janney’s ‘“Marjolaine,” due at 
Golder’s Green May 21, was post- 
poned to May 28 due to changes in 
the cast. Oscar Asche will replace 
Lionel Victor. 
The show will open in Manchester. 


2 OUT JUNE 2 
London, May 22. 

“Will o’ the Whispers” will join 
“Hit the Deck” in departing from 
the West End sector June 2. 

Jack Smith will resume in vaude- 
ville June 4. He opens at the Hol- 
born Empire. 


Clive’s Farce in London 
London, May 22. 

E. EB. Clive is over here to produce 
the farce which he did in America 
under the title of “Murray Hill,” in- 
tending to rename it “Collecting 
Cousins.” 

Associated in the venture here 
will be Harry I. Cohen, who has a 
financial interest in “The Wrecker.” 


Mollison on the Way 
London, May 22. 

William Mollison leaves tomorrow 
on the “Majestic” to look«over “The 
Five o’Clock Girl’ for Clayton and 
Waller. 

Latter firm will do the musical 
here at the Carlton. 


Real Indian Princess 


London, May 22. 
A. J. Clarke has booked Princess 
Wantura, real Indian Princess, to 
open at the Trocadero, here, May 
28, for one month. 


MENJOU’S RECEPTION 


(Continued from page 1) 
clothes to glad-hand the pair, cheer 
and ask for autographs, worked 
like a charm, 

It drew crowds. They fell for 
the enthusiasm and _ rooted for 
Menjou and his bride until the po- 
lice reserves were called out. 

It’s still doubtful if any native 
film concern possesses. sufficient 
showmanship to put over such a 
stunt. 


Paris, May 32, 
Variety’s Paris scout, running 
down rumors that Lina Cavalier} 
was on the point of committing 


matrimony again, caught up with 
the diva in her new sanctum of 
beauty and art where old girls of 
all nations are made to leok almost 
ag good as new again. Lina ad- 
mitted with artful agitation that the 
new boy friend is her attorney, M. 
Pavoni by name, 25, and a distinct 
blonde. 

Paris sees more blond Italians 
than New York does. They come 
from the northern provinces and 
when they’re handsome, oh boy! 
There you have the closeup of M, 
Pavoni without exaggeration. © 

Lina had her attorney with her 
at the moment and introduced him, 
Then she went off into an imper« 
sonal discussion of love, marriage, 
regular and ‘companionate_ all 
summed up in the dictum that for« 
mal marriage is the suicide of love, 

She cited her own experience in 
those altar vows with Muratore 
which went blooey last December 
and your Paris scout got the dis- 
tinct impression that Lina is def- 
initely off the “I do” and “I, wiik? 
stuff. M. Pavoni listened and gave 
rather pale assent to the diva’s pro- 
nouncements, a mild acquiescence 
that you might almost call sheepish, 
Conservative lot, the northern 
Latins, and not adaptable, even 
when they come to Paris. 

Getting down to regular reporting 
this is what Lina actually said: 
“No, I’m not going to marry M, 
Pavoni or any one else. One should 
always be free. Freedom is the 
bond that holds people together. Af- 
fection is the only bond. When it 
dies people should be able to sep- 
arate gracefully without law courts, 
I am a believer in companionate 
marriage. 

‘Tm going to write a book on 
the pitfalls of marriage. I will re- 
veal not only my own experiences, 
but also those of others who have 
confided in me. 


Edna Flaps for Paris 


Paris, May 19. 

Edna Wallace Hopper hopped 
down from the “Homeric” full of 
enthusiasm about a contemplated 
cure at Vichy. She says she is take 
ing the treatment because she 
doesn’t need it. 

Edna invited all the correspon= 
dents to come and see her again 
when she is 110. 


SAILINGS 


June 6 (New York to Paris) Mr 
and Mrs. Harry Carrol] (DeGrasse). 
May 26 (New York to. Paris) 
George Banyai (France). “ 
May 26 (New York to London) 
Mrs. O. Vogel (Leviathan). 
May 25 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Allicoate (Care 
mania). 
May 25 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Weiner (Lap- 
land). 
May 24 (New York to Havana) 
Dorothy Hackney (Iroquois). 
May 23 (London to New York) 
Joe Sachs, Wm. Mollison (Majes- 
tic). 
May 23 (London to New York) 
Frank Burk (Republic). 
May 19 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Jack Devereaux (Aquitania). 
May 19 (New York to Paris) Re- 
noff and Renova (George Washe- 
ington). 
May 15 (New York to Panama 
City) Patricia Fay and Fayette 
Girls (Ann Riki, Bobbs Austin, 
Grace Lynch, Hazel Wamskly) and 
George Clayton (Ancon). 
Reported through Paul Tausig & 
Son, 565 7th avenue: 
June 9 (New York to Berlin), 
Elsie Hamilton (Deutschland). 
May 26 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Connolly (Levia- 
than), 
May 19 (New York to Berlin), 
Rose’s' Midgets, Eltinge and Vernon 
(Hamburg). 
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Shakespeare Players Over Here 


In Fall, Piloted by Morris Gest 


London, May 22. 

Morris Gest is in the running 
again and staged a dramatic mo- 

ment Saturday (May 19) at Strat- 
ford-on-Avon when Archibald 
Flower, chairman of the board of 
governors of Shakespeare's birth- 
place, signed a contract with Oliver 
Sayler, representing Gest, for the 
Shakespeare Players, now acting at 
Stratford, to visit 25 American and 
Canadian cities next fall. 

The dates listed for the Players 
include San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Chicago and Detroit. 

New York, Boston, Washington 
and Philadelphja are omitted and 
reserved for a return visit planned 
as a gesture to the eastern cities, 
which have contributed most of the 
$750,000 subscribed by America to 
rebuild the Shakespeare Memorial 
Theatre at Stratford. 

Gest has cherished this dream for 
four years, but drawn out negotia- 
tions were necessary as the Shake- 
speare governors are extremely 
conservative. 

The undertaking actually started 
Jast February when, after months 
of tilness, Gest walked into his New 
York oifice and told Sayler to cable 
Flower to secure the Shakespeare 
Players immediately for America. 
Sayler came to England, arriving 
at Stratford April 17. 

After five weeks of laborious 
work, including the searching of 
Shakespeare records for material for 
a book he will publish this fall and 
upon which famous’ Englishmen 
have collaborated, Sayler flew to 
Brussels yesterday for a holiday. 


Rome’ Not So Good in 


London—Truex’s Flop 


London, May 22 

New York has sent over another 
of its “smashes” which impressed 
a first night audience but doesn't 
seem destined to attain other than 
a limited run. In this instance it’s 
“The Road to Rome,” at the Strand. 

Enthusiastically accepted by a 
smart premier crowd, the impres- 
sion is that the public will fail to 
appreciate its charm, as was the 
case in Australia, 

Charles B. Cochran is making the 
local presentation in association 
with Brady and Wiman with Brady 
the producer. Cast includes Philip 
Merivale, in his original role of 
“Hannibal,” Isabel Jeans in the 
Jane Cowl part; J. M. Kerrigan, 
Alice O’Day, Blythe Daly, Leslie 
Harding, Vincent Clive, Wilfred 
Payne, Leslie Perrins, Cecil Calvert, 
Louis Goodrich, Horace Hunter and 
Frank Craig. 

What does look like a hit is 
“Alibi,” which if it never does any- 
thing else, marks a triumph for 
Charles Laughton, a young char- 
acter actor who has sprung up the 
past two years in a series of bril- 
liant performances. 

Opening at the Prince of Wales’ 
“Alibi” is a detective story adapted 
by Michael Morton from Agatha 
Christie's novel. Despite its general 
resemblance to “House of the Ar- 
row” opening it was well received 
and has an excellent chance. 

Ernest Truex came into the Gar- 
rick in his alleged comedy titled 
“Call Me Georges.” Written by a 
British author, the star and author 


should resolve not to again appear 


in public until the insult to the 
intelligence of a first night audience 
has been wiped out. 


Percentage at Holborn 


London, May 22. 

Layton and Johnstone, running 
their own unit, which includes 
Kimberly and Page, are playing the 
Holborn Empire (vaudeville) on 
percentage. This is unique for the 
house and creates a precedent. 

Unit closes in a fortnight with 
Layton and Johnstone due to give 
a@ concert in, Paris at the Salle 
Pleyel June 19, after which they 
will resume with their vaude unit 
back here in July. 


Revue in 3 Sections 


Changes Thrice Wkly. 


Paris, May 22. 

Dorothy Dixon and Clifford Webb 
are joining the Cole Porter Ambas- 
sadeur’s revue. 

Ed Sayag is making several 
changes in the book for their en- 
trance. The MoCarthy Sisters are 
also due. 

‘Present Ambassadeurs American 
girls, full of pep, are Grace Fleming, 
Bobbie Campbell, Clare Carroll, 
Gloria Glennon, Peanut Banks, Betty 
Vane, Topsy Humphreys, Joey Ben- 
ton, Helen Mann, Cleo Cullen, Betty 
Holmes, Christine Morey, Nicky 
Pettell, Gene West, Polly Williams, 
Wilma Roeloff, Edith Martin. 

The revue, as written by Porter 
and produced by Bob Connolly, com- 
prising 24 tableaux, was too long 
for one performance. It has been 
cut into three sections, affording a 
change of bill thrice weekly, with 
some of the numbers retained in 
each program, 

The “Ambassadeurs Show is the 
talk of Paris. 


Divorce of Sauvignys 
Stirs Paris Gossip 


Paris, May 22. 

There is much titter and tale 
telling among a certain circle of 
Paris over the divorce granted Sat- 
urday here to the Countess de 
Sauvigny, called “the unkissed 
bride.” 

One angle has to do with litiga- 
tion over the countess’ fortune. 
The story is that Sauvigny did not 
sign the regular French marriage 
agreement which stipulates that all 
the wife’s property remains with 
her. Now the titled elegant has 
brought suit to get possession of 
his wife’s fortune, said to amount 
to $40,000,000. 

When they were married in No- 
vember, 1926, the count was broke, 
while the then Lady Douglas was 
said to be suffering from the title 
complex, desiring a French title. 
On this basis a union of conven- 
ience was arranged, according to 
the story, Sauvigny’s idea of stag- 
ing a legal coup occurring to him 
subsequently. 

When the scheme was sprung the 
countess is said to have attempted 
to get out of France, but Sauvigny’s 
lawyers checkmated this move. She 
then took the alternative of bring- 
ing the divorce suit. 


Alan Dale Dies 


London, May 22. 

Alan Dale, 67, dramatic critic of 
the New York “American,” died 
suddenly yesterday while en route 
by train from Plymouth to Bir- 
mingham. He had been in poor 
health for several years, 


An obituary notice on Mr. Dale 
will be published in next week’s 
Variety. 


Gallic “Buffalo Bill’ 


Paris, May 22. 

Americans were rather startled 
when a large traveling show pitched 
its tent in the suburbs and adver- 
tised itself in the Paris papers as 
“The Buffalo Bill” circus. 

Organization is a big one covering 
a large lot at Porte Champerret, 
just outside the city limits. 


London’s Stock Issues 


London, May 22. 

A stock issue of $750,000 will be 
offered the public this week on the 
Winter Garden theatre, 

An impression is prevalent that 
the Drury Lane will be offered simi- 
larly, with a large capitalization, 
based on the big profits of recent 
years. 


American Picture Executive 
Returning Gives Alarming 
Warning — Says Defense 
Must Be Set Up or U. S. 
Will Lose Prestige and 
Distribution Abroad — 
New Foreign Methods 
Adopted, Other Than 


Competitive 


NATIONS IN CONCERT 


On his return from Europe one 
of the chief executives of a major 
producer, in New York for a few 
days last week before going back to 
the coast, reported to heads of his 
organization here that an upheavai 


is under way via European govern- 
ment channels which will undermine 
the status of American pictures on 
the continent within a year unless 
drastic measures are taken to re- 
cover the foreign market. 

According to statements of this 
executive it seems that European 
countries without exception, consid- 
ering the sudden growth of the 
American film industry a menace to 
Europe with its resulting property 
acquisition and American propa- 
ganda, have appointed representa- 
tives who are now meeting secretly 
to decide on steps to fight the ad- 
vance of American pictures, 

One of the proposals these Euro- 
pean government’ representatives 
have under discussion is to recall all 
foreign directors, actors and writers 
in American by canceling all leaves 
of absence or permits immediately 
upon adoption of this resolution. If 
the various representatives agree, 
this plan will be drafted as a law 
and forced through vigorously in 
each country concerned. 


The Recall 


All directors, stars and writers of 
European birth or citizenship in 
America only on leave of absence 
will be subject to recall unless they 
have taken the precaution to be- 
come American citizens since their 
entry into this country or unless 
they left Europe as immigrants with 
the purpose of living here. 

Most foreign picture people of any 
consequence are here only on leave 
of absence. Scores of workers 
among the 400 personalities in the 
foreign picture colony on the coast 
will be subject to this law if adopted. 

In addition to recalling their own 
people, the foreign government rep- 
resentatives have under considera- 
tion the passage of a law prohibiting 
the granting of permits to actors, 
directors and writers to leave their 
native countries to work in Ameri- 
can pictures. 

European government representa- 
tives realize, it Is said, that the at- 
tempt to ban American pictures has 
been a failure and that any such 
attempts can result only in failure 
at present. It is admitted abroad on 
the inside, even by the most enthu- 
siastic patriots, that the European 
product is far inferior to the Ameri- 
can product. 

The plan igs to weaken American 
pictures while strengthening domes- 
tic (foreign) production. When do- 
mestic and American pictures ap- 
proach a@ more equal footing, the 
attempt at exclusion may he taken 
up again more seriously. 

In their attempt to weaken Ameri- 
can distribution abroad it is figured 
that the recalling of European play- 
ers and directors who have become 
internationally famous will have 
some effect. But withdrawal of stars 
and stopping migration of native 
talent are not the only measures un- 
der discussion. It {s merely an un- 
deniable indication that European 
countries are combining for protec- 
tion from what they feel to be a 
foreign monoploy, foreign influence 
and foreign propaganda advanced 
through the medium of German 
French, British, Swedish or Russian 


‘No Importing for Vic’s 
All-American July Bill 


London, May 22. 

Plan to import acts for the All- 
American bill at the Victoria Pal- 
ace (vaudeville), July 23, has been 
abandoned, due to Eddie Darling's 
illness. 

Show will be lined up from the 
acts already over here. 


Sayag’s Costly Show 
Brings Dissension 


Paris, May 19. 

Dissatisfaction has grown alarm- 
ingly among the Americans in the 
costly floor show at the Ambassa- 
deurs restaurant, and the effect is 
apparent in the performance. Since 
the brilliant opening it has become 
evident that changes will have to 
be made. 

One of the complaints is that the 
room is so crowded with tables 
that the performers have not room 
to work. Sayag has been asked to 
correct this, but the plea fell on 
deaf ears. Players say they have 
not received the treatment prom- 
ised. 


McCormack Resting 


Paris, May 19. 

John McCormack, the Irish tenor, 
is due for a concert at the Champs 
Elysees early next week, but ~hen 
he was here recently he was not 
sure he would appear. 

At that time his flan was to give 
himself and h‘s voice a rest. After 
a brief stay here, he propc 3ed to 
turn to his home near Dublin. 


GEORGE GASPARD DIES 
Paris, May 22. 

George Gaspard, American writer 
who gained fame as a playwright 
and translator, died here Saturday 
after a long illness from heart dis- 
ease. He wrote a unmber of suc- 
cessful pieces and was known for 
his translations of French and Eng- 
lish novels. 


BETH CHALLIS ON RUN 


London, May 22. 

Having terminated four weeks of 
doubling at the Trocadero and Em- 
press Rooms, cabarets, Beth Challis 
opens for an indefinite run at the 
Florida Club. 

Prior to the latter engagement, 
Miss Challis will break in new ma- 
terial out of town for a week in 
vaudeville. 


DANCE PAIR ARRIVES 
Paris, May 22. 
Peppy de Albrew and Fay Har- 
court, English hoofer, opened at the 
Perroquette last week and almost 
immediately became a mild rage. 
Girl is a new partner for Peppy. 


actors in the employ of American 
companies. 
Government Support 

In their attempt to strength do- 
mestic production, European pro- 
ducers figure the return of native 
stars and directors, made famous 
through appearance in American 
pictures, would multiply distribution 
revenues to an unlimited extent. 
There will also be the support of 
each government by subsidy and 
every other practical aid. 

It is reported that Mussolini has 
decided to be among the first to give 
government backing to the Italian 
picture industry and that the Italian 
government will be financially inter- 
ested in one or more native produc- 
ing and distributing companies, 

In a seemingly unimportant state- 
ment issued by Will Hays on his 
late return from Europe is an indi- 
cation that there is knowldege of 
the attitude of foreign governments 
toward American films by the local 
companies. It follows, in part: 

“The government of nearly every 
country in Europe has taken some 
kind of legal steps to help the na- 
tion’s motion picture business... 
In some countries it amounts to a 
subsidy. The motion picture 
has become an important factor for 
any country. . .. Negotiations in 
France were most amicable in n2- 
ture and the conclusion ‘reasonably’ 


satisfactory to all” 


FAILURE FOR 3 NEW 
PLAYS IN PARIS 


Paris, May 22. 

Four new plays in Paris and 
three of them have failed dismally. 

Gaston Baty presented “Un Beau 
Reve” (“A Lovely Dream”), 3-act 
piece by Matel Roussou at the 
Studio des Champs Elysees, unqual- 
ified failure. Roussou is a new 
Rumanian author and the new piece 
has freak scenes during which the 
crippled hero visits heaven in a 
dream, 

“Poudre d'Or” (“Gold Dust”) at 
the Comedie Francaise is a complete 
flasco. Critics asked with some 
show of impatience how it ever got 
past the reader.. 

“Adam, Eve & fantastic 
freak by Leon Balgi, produced by 
Georges Pitoeff, was an equally con- 
clusive flop at the Theatre des Ma- 
thurins, even to the extent of the 
audience laughing heartily in the 
wrong place. 

“Life Is Good,” Good 

Michael Achard’s three-act com- 
edy, “La Vie Est Belle,” was favor- 
ably received at the Madelein. A 
discontented orphan girl, bored with 
wealth, quits her home and shares 
the poverty of a young aristocrat. 
She is delightfully happy in careless 
poverty, but at length decides that 
affluence Is preferable, even if it ts 
less romantic and returns home, 
Jules Berry is the shabby genteel 
youth, Suzy Prim eccentrie 
daughter of wealth. 


WEBB’S ONE SUIT 
Paris, May 22. 

Due to a careless valet, the im- 
maculate Clifton Webb blew into 
Paris with only the suit he had on 
and minus all other impedimenta. 
He had suffered in this depleted 
state all the way across the ocean 
and felt accordingly. 


JANNEY DEFERS PLAYS 


Paris, May 22, 
Russell Janney, whose London 
“Vagabond King” is a huge hit, has 
decided to forego his plan of pro- 
ducing here this summer. He has 
been advised to put his effort over 
until autumn. , 


New Paris “Herald” Critic 


Paris, May 22. 
Victor Glover has been appointed 
dramatic critic of the Paris edition 
of the New York “Herald,” replacing 
Rita Jolivet (retired) who is mar- 
rying a Scotch shipowner. 
Billy Bennett’s $1,000 Contract 
London, May 22. 
Billy Bennett has signed for @e 
Shubert production at $1,000 weekly. 
Bennett’s show is due to open in 


New York in September. 
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Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


Londun, May 11. 

Pictures (1928) 
Lid, opened for publie subscrip- 
tien Wednesday and closed today, 
with no very great response. This 
is another of the Ostrer Brothers 
flotations, and Maurice Osirer, who 
is also a director of the Gaumont 
Company, goes on the Gainsborough 


Gainsborough 


Board. Finally were named only 
«©, M. Woolf, of the W. & IF. Com- 


pany, and Michael Baleon, of Gains- 
borough Pictures, Ltd., (the ven- 
dor company), as directors in ad- 
dition to Maurice Ostrer. Doubt- 
less the Bromheads will join the 
Board later, as the Gaumont-Brit- 
ish Corporation has subscribed for 
600,000 Deferred shares and is en- 
titled to nominate two directors at 
any time after the company has 
gone to allotment, 

Total capital is $1,132,500. Issued 
to the public of this is $1,000,000 in 
$5 common stock and $50,000 in 20- 
cent deferred. But though the first 
are classed as common, they carry 
a fixed cumulative preferred divi- 
dend of 8 per cent., 20 per cent. of 
the balance of profits, after which 
the deferred takes the balance. Also, 
in a winding-up, the common is en- 
titled to repayment of capital and 
arrears of fixed dividend, as well as 
20 per cent. of the assets after re- 
payment of the face value of the 
deferred. 


Being Found Out 

Just now there’s a squawk com- 
ing from the fans, Most every 
fillum writer here has been bally- 
hooing his head off as to the super- 
excellence of every native-made 
film as it has been Trade-shown, 
and this writer has wriiten about, 
talked about and to as the “fellow 
who knocks’ British films in 
Variety just because it’s an 
American paper.” 

Many of the pictures reviewed in 
Varicty have been released, and a 
storm of protest has come from the 
picture-going public, which usually 
does not voice its opinion, “Easy 
Virtue,” “The Flight Commander” 
and “The Vortex” are among the 
films which have drawn. strong 
comments, made in protests to the- 
atre managers and in writing to the 
daily paper critics. Only one of 
them—Atkinson, of the ‘“Express’— 
has printed the squawks from read- 
ers, even though most of them are 
against films over which he has 
raved, and carry violent comments 
on his judgment. 

Exhibitors have been stung so 
many times in the last 12 months 
by the super-enthusiasm of the 
press over home-made duds they 
are now laying off pictures, what- 
ever their nationality, but especially 
if they are British, that get too 
giad a hand from most of the film- 
writers—most of whom are pro- 
moted leg-men with no knowledge 
of the film business and just as lit- 
tle show business experience. 


117 in Shade 

London had its summer last week, 
ending Sunday. With the mere, at 
117 in the shade show business all 
round took a heavy flop. This 
Monday saw a new ecold spell, and 
np went the box-office temperature 
again. Business is holding up fair- 
ly well at the Tivoli with “Mr. Wu" 


and “Baby Mine”; “Wings” is still 
playing close to capacity at the 
Carlton, ditto “Speedy” at the 


Plaza, New Gallery fair with ‘The 
Circus’; Marble Arch Pavilion good 
with “Dawn”; Capitol not so good 
with “On Ze Boulevard” (American) 
and “The Edge of the World” (Ger- 
man). 


Again the Quota 
A delegation of exhibitors from 


Central EKurope and the Balkans 
came over last week end and went 
home Wednesday. There were 150 


of them, mainly from Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, Jugo-Slavia and 
Czecho-Slovakia. Famous Players 
showed them the Plaza and the 
Carlton. and part of “Wings,” and 
British International took them ona 
visit to Elstree Studios, and gave 
them a dinner Monday at the Picea- 
dilly Hotel. after which they went 
to the Hippodrome and saw “Hit 
the Deck.” 

Most of the visitors who spoke at 
the dinner spilled their oratory in 
German and decried the Quota and 
all other forms of compulsory film- 
showing. The English chairman— 


who is Welsh at that--ll, Vietor 
Davis. president of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors’ Association. 
declared they ought not to forget 
the debt of gratitude they owed to 
America for its ability and enter 
prise in bringing the picture busi 
ness to its present state. 


A Com'ng Combine? 

Not content with interchanging 
Board members with Moss’ Empires, 
the Ganmont-British Company is 
now understood to be again in ne- 
gotiation with Szarvasy’s General 


lot stock, giving each 


company an 


interest in the other, 


On rumors this was in the air. 
the General Theatres’ $500 Deben- 
tures, which were being dealt at 


$465, rose to $475 May 18, and the 
Gaumont-British Preference, which 
has a par value of $5 and was 
quoted at $8.25, jumped to $9 

If such combine goes through, 
there will be associated 214 the- 
atres, vaude and film. Gaumont- 
British owns 30 direct and 96 
through Denman Picture Houses 
Company; General Theatres’ prop- 
erties number 56, and Moss’ Em- 
pires control, with their affiliations. 
32 houses. This group would be far 
and away above Provincial Cine- 
matograph Theatres both in num- 
ber of houses, class of house, and 
producing and distributing affilia- 
tions. 


“Pompadour” Rejected as 
British Quota Film 


London, May 22. 

Herbert Wilcox paid Francis 
Marion $25,000 to write the con- 
tinuity of “Madame Pompadour,” 
less money than she charges M-G- 
M under her contract. Following= 
Miss Marion’s departure from Lon- 
don, it percolated through the trade 
that Wilcox had been unable to make 
use of the continuity she had 
written. 

Past week’s development with 
this picture has been its banning 
as a British quota film, the authori- 
ties claiming that only J1 ‘per cent 
of the total production cost was 
paid to Britishers, whereas the law 
demands not more than 25 per cent 
be paid to aliens. 

In the paid advertising announc- 
ing this feature, the heralding 
states the pictwre is entirely Brit- 
ish, including the star, Dorothy 
Gish, British by marriage, and ex- 
cepting one or two minor principals 
and Miss Marion, whose part of the 
work is dismissed in the ads by the 


folowing: “Scenario work by Her- 
bert Wilcox, British, and Francis 
Marion, foreign.” 


Weather Forecast 


Washington, May 22. 

In response to a request, U. S. 
Weather Bureau issued the follow- 
ing outlook for the country east of 
the Mississippi: 

Mostly fair weather, although 
there will be considerable cloudiness 
Wednesday (23) in the Atlantic 
states, with some probability of 
shows from Maryland southward. 

Cool Wednesday and .n Atlantic 
States Thursday (24), followed by 
slowly rising temperature for sev- 
eral days, becoming quite warm in 
the interior districts. 


Blattner Jams 


London, May 22. 
jams occurred on the 
Blattner flotation before it got out 
yesterday (May 21). Late Saturday 
a member of the board quit and the 
vacancy had to be filled at a mo- 
ment’s notice. 

Blattner is asking $1,045,000 to 
build studios at Elstree and pro- 
duce three pictures a year for Brit- 
ish International and Gaumont. 


ANOTHER ENGLISH GROUP 


London, May 22. 


Several 


British and Foreign Film Com- 
pany is floating a group of four 
small provincial distributors here 


with a company owned in Germany 
by Georg Jacoby. 

Flotation asks the public for 
$1,000,000 of the $1,750,000 capital- 


ization, with Norman Wright and 
Jacoby as joint managing direc- 
tors. 


Lowering Import Duties 
Washington May 22. 

Falling in line with Australia and 
other British possessions the British 
West Indies (Trinidad and Tabago) 
have lowered import duties one-half 
on British-made films, reports the 
American viee-consul at Trinidad 
to the Department of Commerce. 


London, May 
After leaving the Whitehall lilin 
Co., Charles Lapworth referred the 
dispute between himself and that 
concern to a board of arbitration. 
Not satisfied with the decision, 


Theatres Corporation. Basis is be- 
lieved to be the mutual exchange 


Lapworth now seeks to bring action 
against the Whitehall firm. 


LASKY AND NATIONS 


Anticipating Representatives From 
All Countries in Studios 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Jesse L. Lasky, Paramount, de- 
clares the time is near when every 
country will have in Hollywood an 
official representative, men with 
whom the various producers will 
consult on problems of technical ac- 
curacy, and that the Paramount 


those representatives as may be as- 
signed to that company. 

Emphasizing his attitude Lasky 
has named George Kates as coun- 
selor on foreign matters. Kates is 
a graduate of Harvard and Oxford 
and holds a degree from the Uni- 
versity of Mexico. He has lived in 
Paris also, and worked as technica! 
director on pictures for nearly a 
year. 

Kates’ duties will be to advise 
writers and directors from the in- 
ception to the finish of a produc- 
tion. Lasky’s aim is not only to 
save time and money in avoiding 
changes but also to take additional 
precautions to prevent offending 
other nations. 


Par’s Sound Studio 
On West Coast Lot 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The return of Roy Pomeroy. 
Paramount expert in electric and 
other effects, from New York, where 
he has gone to consult with West- 
ern Electric technicians to secure 
the last-minute quirks in synchro- 
nization development, will give em- 
phatic impetus to the program of 
the company for making sound and 
effects pictures. 

The first major step upon his re- 
turn will be the start on the con- 
struction of a giant stage, 240 by 


280, or nearly 1% acres in floor 
space, especially for synchronized 
pictures, This structure will be 


divided into four soundproof stages, 
each approximately 70 by 120. 

For a year or more Paramount 
has been delving into the mysteries 
of sound recording and reproduc- 
tion. Some of its investigations 
bore fruit in “Wirttgs,” its initial 
sound effort, which attained such 
success the company determined to 
speed plans for further use of the 
newcomer. 

The first or experimental stage 
already is completed, the effects 
stage having been converted to the 
purposes of synchronization. The 
walls are of four thicknesses of 
fibre, with air pockets between. 
The monitor’s window is composed 
of three thicknesses of heavy plate 
glass. The structure large 
cnough to stage ordinary sets, but 
rot elaborate ones. 

The proportions of the new stage 
is an answer to any question as to 
the importance placed upon sound 
devices by Paramount executives 
Work upon sound pictures will be- 
gin during the late summer upon 
the completion of the special stage. 
By fall the first important syn- 
chronized production of the com- 
pany will be well under way. It 
will contain every phase of sound 
effects, including dialog. 

The manuscript of the story is 
now being prepared. The subject 
will be produced on an elaborate 
scale. 

“We expect to make it the finest 
feature produced up to this time 
so far as careful but liveral use of 
sound is concerned,” said Jesse L. 
Lasky, chief of production, just be- 
fore starting east. 


English Distinction 
London, May 22. 

A move is on by the Exhibitors’ 
Association to prevent members 
having producing or distributing 
connections from representing the- 
atre men on the Board of Trade 
Quota Committee. 

Members with such interests who 
are on the general council of the 
association are, in the future, to be 
sent back to their branch for re- 
election to council. 


LONDON RUN FILMS 


London, May 22. 
“Mr. Wu” and “Baby Mine” fin- 
{ish their runs at the Tivoli May 36 
;and will be succeeded by “The 
Crowd,” 
All are M-G-M pictures. 


Menjou Likes “Alibi” 
London, May 22. 
Adolphe Menjou dropped in to s« 
“Alibi” Thursday night and imme- 
diately opened negotiations to se- 
cure the film rights for himself. 


'excess of a million feet in film ex- 
| ports by the American picture pro- 


studio has offices awaiting such of | - 


Increase of Foreign 
Films Import Ist Quar. 


Washington, May 22. 
In contrast to figures published 
last week disclosing a drop of in 


ducers, records of the Department 
gf Commerce now disclose that im- 
ports into the U. S. increased above 
500,000 feet during the first quarter 


of 1928 over the like period last 
vear. 
Foreign agitation, as _ possibly 


creditable with the lessened exports, 
cannot be held responsible for the 
increased use of foreign films in 
this country, it is claimed. Officials 
here are inclined to credit art or 
sure seat theatres with their play 
for trade through the foreign pro- 
duction with the consequent first 
run breaks. 

Increase noted covers combined 
negative and positive imports. Ac- 
tual increase took place in the posi- 
tive incoming shipments, the figure 
861,566 feet recorded for the first 
three months of 1927 being run up 
to 1,386,629 feet for the first quarter 
of the current year. Valuations 
declared at time of shipment went 
from $33,599 in 1927, to $55,592 in 
1928. 

As to negatives here a drop from 
569,909 feet to 515,644 feet is set 
down in the department’s records. 
Valuations went up from $64,411 for 
the first quarter of 1927 to $87,212 
in the 1928 first quarter. 


Independents Abroad 


London, May 22. 

Regarding any English and Con- 
tinental alliance to curtail Ameri- 
can pictures, the present situation 
is that both the British and Conti- 
nental producers are forming alli- 
ances, but this is merely for the 
purpose of exchanging films. 

Percentage of American mades 
coming over here remains the same 
as six months ago. 

It’s to secure an outlet for prod- 
uct in each other’s country and is 
not aimed at cutting down the 
American percentage. It will re- 
duce, though, the releases of the 
U. S. independent. 

Distributors here are now secur- 
ing Continental pictures on shar- 
ing terms against an outlet over 
there for their own features. Thus, 
they do not need the cheap inde- 
pendent stuff from the States to 
meet program requirements. 


This report, requested by Va- 
riety of its London office through 
a recent statement made in New 
York by a returning American in- 
dependent. 

He said the American independent 
picture no longer had a chance to 
get into Europe. 


News Reels Combine 
Balks Olympic Holdup 


Paris, May 22. 

A holdup of Americans that for 
once didn’t go through was the at- 
tempt of the Olympic committee to 
exact a payment of $60,000 for news 
reel exclusive rights to film the 
Olympic Games. 

The news reel people got together 
and in answer to the offer of ex- 
clusive camera rights sent the fol- 
lowing note: 

“Please accept this communica- 
tion as formal notification that the 
undersigned news reel companies 
decline to negotiate with regard to 
the so-called rights to film the 1928 
Olympie games for news reel dis- 
tribution in America on any other 
basis than free and unrestricted ad- 
mission of one cameraman each. 
We decline to pay all or part of the 
sum of florins 150,000 (or $60,000). 

“We are in agreement on the 
principle that the pictorial news 
reel is entitled to the same privi- 
leges and consideration as the press, 
especially as regards those news 
events which are supported by pub- 
lic patronage.” 

This declaration 
Fox, Pathe, International, M-G-M. 
Paramount and Kinograms, All| 
these companies had made applica- 
wich to the Olympic Committee, but 
the cagey executives had ignored 
the applications until the hold up 
proposition was sprung. 

Traman Tadley, director in chief 
ui l'ox News, who was in Paris at 
the time, called the meeting of news 
reel editors. The situation was dis- 
cussed by cable with editors at 
home, Out of these cabled confer- 
ences a set policy for the Olympiad 


Was signed by! 


AMALGAMATION 
ABROAD MAKES 


$50,000,000 Capital— 


Gaumont British Oper- 
ating 200 Theatres 


London, May 22. 

Amalgamation of Gaumont Brite 
ish and General Theatres Corp. w:s 
signed May 17 on the terms that 
Gaumont take the entire common 
stock issue of General Theatres, 
amounting to $3,075,000 in exchange 
for Gaumont stock up to an amount 
not disclosed. 

This, with Gaumont’s Ufa and 
other affiliations, makes the Gaue 
mont combine the biggest produce 
ing-distributing-exhibiting organie 
zation in Europe, with a total capi- 
tal of $50,000,000 and control of over 
200 theatres here. 

a 


Norma Shearer’s Mother 
Must Return to Canada 


Los Angeles, Muy 22. 

Mrs. Edith M. Shearer, mother of 
Norma Shearer, who has _ been 
functioning as the latter's business 
manager, has been informed by 
United States immigration authorie 
ties that she must leave for Canada 
within 30 days, through overstay- 


ing her visitor’s permit of six 
months. 
Recently Mrs. Shearer went to 


Canada to apply for a permit to re- 
enter this country. applica- 
tion was referred to Washington, 
where it was found there was no 
record of her being here. Hler first 
permit had expired, it is said, and 


deportation proceedings were in- 
stituted. 

Immigration inspectors in Los 
Angeles say that Mrs. Shearer 


entered this country from Montreal 
April 19 without government 
knowledge or sanction. They point 
out that she showed there was no 
intention to evade the immigration 
laws by her at any time, so she 
was granted the privilege of returne- 
ing voluntarily and was not held. 

Her daughter, who is now Mrs, 
Irving Thalberg, arrived here a few 
days ago from a European trip with 
her husband. Mrs. Shearer will 
straighten out her daughter’s busi- 
ness affairs with her and then leave 
for her home in Montreal. 


French Film 


Paris; May ii. 
Jean de Size, assistant of Dupont 


for “Moulin Rouge,” is producing 
his first picture, “Une Java.” 
Scenario is by Noel Renard, who 


won the Hollywood prize organized 
by Maurice Tourneur in 1925. Jean 
Angelo and Henriette Delaunoy are 
the leads. It is of stage life and the 
Paris underworld. 


Henry Roussel is mentioned as 
“supervisor.” Noel Renard says he 
is producing a picture himself, ene 
titled “Balancoires” (Swings). Rob- 
ert Merin, Hubert Daix, Vignier, 
Miles. Perdriat, Huguette Dore and 
sragorvskaia are in the cast. 


R. Hervil’s screen version of 
Maurice Dekobra’s “Midnight at 
Place Pigalle’ (Montmartre) is be- 
ing produced in Paris by the Stand- 
ard Film Company. Nicolas Rimsky 
and Mme. Renee Heribe] in leads. 


Pierre Lestringuez is substituting 
for the present Henri Debain for the 
production of “Hara-Kiri,’ a story 
of Japanese life. A scene has been 
reconstituted from an old print ina 
local museum and built in the Gau- 
mont studio. 


Mario Nalpas and Henri Ktievant 
are busy on “La Sympiivnie 
thetique” (Pathetic Syriphony) in 
the Billancourt studio, with Gcorges 
Carpentier (former boxer) Regine 
Dalthy and Michele Ver!y in the 
leads, 


Sandra Milovanoff, Victor Vina and 
Rudolph Klein Rogge are appearing 
in “La Faute de Monique.’ whica 
Maurice Gleize is new directing with 
Jean Rosen in the Gaumont Paris 
studio, for European Film Co. 


Marcel L'Herbier is busy making 
“L’Argent,” from Emile Zola’s novel. 
Will Hays visited the studio and 


has been set by all concerned. 


watched one of the scenes shot. 
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PICTURES 


FOX FIGHT WITH 


Kennedy-Murdock’s Control 
Of K-A-O Brings Plenty of Talk 


and Pathe's Future 


For FBO 


_ Picture people rapidly viewed the 
probable line-up of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum with FBO and Pathe-De- 
Mille immediately last week after 
the surprise of the season became 
public, that E. F. Albee had turned 
over all of his K-A-O common 
gtock and control of that circuit for 
$4,500,000 to Jos. P. Kennedy and his 
banking associates. With Kennedy 
now chairman of the K-A-O board 
of directors and J. J. Murdock “he 
operating executive of the entire 


chain, surmises as to the future 
were rampant vefore the week 
ended. 


It is said that Murdock received 
proposals from two large eastern 
circuits within 48 hours after the 
news had broken. Other proposals 
are reported under consideration. 

One report says that K-A-O, in 
negotiating for merger or purchase, 
is handicapped at present through 
not having an operator for its pic- 
ture end. The K-A-O chain is per- 
fectly equipped with man power for 
vaudeville. Some talk has been 
heard as to the possibility of a gen- 
eral theatre operator being annexed, 
although at the minute few opera- 
tors capable of handling a chain of 
the K-A-O size and its prospective 
additions are known. It is said 
Murdock will act as general advisor 
rather than operator hereafter. 

Among the circuits reported will- 
ing to do business with K-A-O are 
the Stanley Company, S. Z. Poli and 
Alexander Pantages. From reports 
last week Stanley and Poli were 
also in negotiation with Fox. Poli 
was reported Thursday to be in At- 
lantic City with William Fox. Poli’s 
is now being vaude-booked by 
K-A-O, also part of the Stanley 
chain. Pantages parallels the Or- 
pheum Circuit in the west. 

Probable Merger 

The thing that appeared to in- 
terest the film crowd mostly was 
the probability that Kennedy will 
merge Pathe-DeMille with his own 
company, FBO, thereby eliminating 
One producer. With the K-A-O 
houses for that producer’s support, 
a single picture producer, it is 
claimed, under the more liberal 
policy expected to~prevail in the 
K-A-O office for pictures and acts, 
would guarantee the conservative 
production cost of the FBO product. 

With FBO continuing to uphold its 
prestige and rep as a picture maker, 
the layout, as figured by the picture 
folks, presents a strong front to ‘he 


competing producing or theatre 
field. 
Messrs. Kennedy and Murdock 


were in Chicago this week and part 

of last. Neither has been available 

for a statement, with nothing more 
(Continued on page 36) 


K-A-0 Wants Al Boyd 
As Its Film Buyer 


Philadelphia May 22. 

Reported negotiations are on for 
Al Boyd to become the picture buy- 
er for Keith-Albee-Orpheum. 

There is no word of acceptance 
to date by Boyd nor as to how he 
views the proposal. Until lately 
Boyd acted as film buyer for the 
Stanley Company. He was with 
that organization for a long while, 
but resigned when Irving Rossheim 
recently became Stanley's president. 

K-A-O had for some time as its 
Picture purchaser Arthur Whyte. He 
left to go with the Sapiro organiza- 
tion of indie exhibs in New York, 
also as film buyer. Whyte’s re- 
ported salary with the Sapiro group 
is $42,000 annually. 

Boyd has a theatre project under 
way here, but they would not in- 
terfere with his K-A-O position, 
should he accept. 

One story around is that K-A-O 
is extremely anxious to secure Boyd, 
Who established an enviable name 


for himself as the Stanley picture 
Selector. 


Handling a Banker 


Chicago, May 22. 

A local picture house owner 
got behind $30,000 in payments 
on his first mortgage. Called 
into conference, his banking 
benefactors told him he would 
either have to pay in 30 days 
or turn over his house to them. 

“Take it,” said the theatre 
owner, promptly. 

On second thought the bank- 
ers decided to let him do as 
well as he could on payments. 


$130,000,000 for 
Pictures in U. S. 
Next Season 


A 20 per cent increase in film 
rentals is reported set on product 
for the coming season by the ma- 
jority of the producing-distributing 
companies. The independent pro- 
ducers are especially insistent on a 
price raise, claiming that exhibi- 
tors have made as much money, in 


some cases more money, with inde- 
pendently produced pictures than 
with the product of the first line 
producers. 

The increase in picture prices fol- 
lows a corresponding increase in 
cost of production, it is claimed. 
Paramount will spend over $30,000,- 
000, from report, on product for the 
coming season. This represents a 
production cost increase of approxi- 
mately 20 per cent over last year 
and will probably include the addi- 
tional expenditure arising from the 
extensive use of recording sound for 
talking films. 

In all, around $130,000,000 will be 
spent picture production in 
America during the coming year. 
Practically every major producing 
company and almost all of the inde- 
pendents have been obliged to in- 
crease budgets around that figure 
to keep up with the new standards. 

The explanation from local execu- 
tives is that it is no longer possible 
to turn out even fairly good pro- 
gram pictures under $100,000. This 
does not refer to any of the major 
producers. Even the independents 
such as FBO and Tiffany-Stahl 
have to go over $60,000 for pictures 
out of the states rights class. 


Big Money 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production 
costs for the season will be around 
$20,000,009; First National, about 
$15,000,000; Universal, $15,000,000; 
Fox, $12,000,000; United Artists, 
$10,000,000: Warner Brothers, $10,- 
0000,000; FBO, $8,000,000; Tiffany- 
Stahl, $4,500,000; Columbia, $2,000,- 
000; Gotham, $1,200,000; Pathe, un- 
determined. 

Paramount, M-G-M, First Na- 
tional, Universal, Fox and Warner 
Bros. will have recording of sound 
in film to provide for in their bud- 
gets in addition. It is estimated an- 
nual sales will be increased to a 
total of $325,000,000. 

The independent producing com- 
panies, with low maintenance costs, 
are in a better position than ever 
this year. Some of the major pro- 
ducers have a permanent payroll of 
$2,000,000 a year, this including sal- 
aries of executives, bonuses on 
profits and people under contract. 

Through a system of direct story 
buying the independents are getting 
better material for less money, in 
most instancse, than the large com- 


Takes in United Artists and 
Other Distributors—Wil- 
liam Fox Reported Believ- 
ing Fox and First Na- 
tional Product Sufficient 
for -Fox-Owned Theatres 
—May Lead to Coast 
Theatre Opposition with 
Publix-Loew Houses Re- 
moved from West Coast’s 
Operation 


NEW COAST CIRCUIT 


It’s authentically said in very 
much inside quarters in New York 
that William Fox has issued an or- 
der that none but Fox or First Na- 
tional pictures be played in Fox- 
owned theatres fer next season. 

This order principally shuts out 
from Fox houses, Loew’s Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, Paramount and 
United Artists product. 

Fox is operating and owns thea- 
tres throughout the country, divided 
into sections and groups. His own 
Fox Theatre Circuit covers all of 
the Fox houses and principally in 
the East, with the extensive West 
Coast Theatres circuit of around 
275 theatres mainly on the Pacific 
Slope, up and down, and the Saxe 
Circuit of around 60 theatres in 
Wisconsin, Fox also has under con- 
struction and building several thea- 


(Continued on page 70) 


GROUCHY 
UNDERWORLDS 


“Drag Net” Banned by 


Police Censor Board 


Chicago, May 22. 

“Drag Net,” Paramount’s latest 
underworld film, was barred by the 
Chicago Censor Board. When ques- 
tioned, a member of the Board 
refused to explain the ban. 

It is not the first underworld pic- 
ture to meet with difficulties here. 
+ox’s “Dressed To Kill” was taken 
out of the Monroe abruptly after 
having played ten days to good 
business. It was jerked the morn- 
ing after primary election returns 
showed the present political regime 
was doomed. 

Abe Cohn, manager of the Mon- 
roe, would not state why “Kill” 
was taken out, but it was generally 
reported that the police department, 
of which the censor board is a part, 
had altered its first decision to let 
the film ride. It had previously 
played in the two large Barks Bros. 
neighborhood houses but has not 
been exhibited in Chicago since 
leaving of the Monroe, 

Almost all newspaper critics re- 
marked on similarity of 
“Dressed To Kill,” with underworld 
conditions in Chicago. 

Fixing “Net” 

Balaban & Katz had booked “Drag 
Net” into the Roosevelt and had 
advertised it heavily. “We Ameri- 
cans” (U) was retained in the house 
for another week following the ban, 
and “Laugh Clown Laugh” (M-G) 
is playing this week after two weeks 
of mild business in another B. & K. 
Loop house, McVickers. 

It is believed that with considera- 
ble alteration “Drag Net” will 
eventually get by the censors. The 
opposition met by both these un- 
derworld pictures supports the pop- 
ular belief that Chicago at present 
is rather touchy about its crime 


panies, it is said. 


situation. 


FAX cHiITe THEIR “Wired Wireless” Again Comes Up; 
Over Wires Into Homes at $2 Monthly 


$1 for Film Secrets 
Magazine’s Offer 


“Amateur Journal,” monthly 
magazine published by Parker 
Roberts in Hollywood, in its 
second issue, promises to let 
the amateur movie maker in on 
all the latest inventions and 
devices used at the big Holly- 
wood studios for $1 a year. 

The mag is the official organ 
of the Amateur Photoplay As- 
sociation, actjve membership 
in which costs $5. A regular 
membership in the organization 
sets the amateur back $2, while 
patrons can get in for $50. 

“How to Make Up,” a book 
for amateur movie makers, 
authored by Alice Fleming, has 
been’ published by W. U. Day. 
It sells for $1. 

The book is profusely illus- 
trated and is said to be en- 
joying a good sale in the stores 
catering to amateur film pro- 
ducers. 


300 Indie Producers 
Make Pictures 


In Hollywood 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


There are over 300 small inde- 
pendent picture producers and pro- 
moters around Hollywood looking 
for money to float their proposi- 
tions. One-tenth have succeeded to 
the point where they are able to 
maintain headquarters at the leas- 
ing studios and actually engaged in 
story preparation or production. 


Independents now renting space 
at the Metropolitan studios are 
Charles Brothers, Trem Carr, Ches- 
terfield, Jack Irwin, Varco, Crown 
Pictures, Charles Hutchinson, El 
Dorado, Mascot, Rayart and Excel- 
lent. 

Companies renting at Tec-Art are 
Dallas Fitzgerald, Craig Hutchin- 
son, Cliff Broughtan, Technicolor, 
J. A. Fitzgerald, C. Van Duesen, A. 
Carlos, Weiss Brothers, Globe Pro- 
ductions, Fanchon Royer, Earl 
Douglas and Sam Bischoff. 

At Universal City Sam Saxe is 
making pictures for Gotham, and 
Joe Rock for Sterling. 

Cal-Art is housing Wilcox and 
Wolcott; the Jean Novelle company 
is renting space to Larry Darmour, 
who is a consistent producer of 
shorts for F. B. O., and I. E. Chad- 
wick operating his own studio, with 
two units going. 


U. A. Theatre at 
Seattle Closing 


Seattle, May 22. 


Herschel Stuart has 
wired instructions from 
Franklin, president of West Coast 
Theatres Circuit, ordering the local 
United Artists theatre closed in- 
definitely starting June 6. Steve 
Perutz, house manager, has been 
shifted to Tacoma. House hag been 
playing United Artists pictures, but 
with West Coast operating. Per- 
centage and guarantee basis under- 
stood unsatisfactory. 

There is a possibility United Art- 
ists will take over the house and 
operate it themselves. 

The local Orpheum is also re- 
ported dropping plenty each week 
and expected to fold up soon. 

Another West Coast house, Broad- 


received 


v 


Harold 


Still another phase of the me- 
chanical show business is being 
held in abeyanc:, but when it 


breaks, which may be shortly, it is 
extravagantly touted for possibili- 
ties. 


This amusement venture is “wired 
wireless,” which has been developed 
by the powerful North American 
Corp., gigantic Wall street enter- 
prise that controls public utilities in 
practically every city in these 
United States, where it lacks full 
control it has an “in” as in New 
York with the Edison Co. 


It is a scheme of purveying 
amusement over the electric light 
lines into the homes at a $1 to $2 
per monthly toll for~the rental of 
the receiving apparatus. The plan 
was reported in Variety three years 
ago as a future possibility. 


Along with it has been worked 
out a “circulation” scheme that will 
exceed any known printer's ink 
medium in the world. Counting on 
3,750,000 national subscribers in as 
many households, a regular printed 
program will be sent gratis to each 
home, With programs not available 
for newspaper publication, and the 
only accurate information coming 
to the wired-wireless fan through 
this program pamphlet, the adver- 
tising value for 3,750,000 circulation 
to display space buyers is obvious, 

H. D. Connick, who figured in the 
Famous Players-Lasky Corp. 
organization some years ago for 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., has the wired- 
wireless matter in hand on behalf 
of the North American Corp. in 
New York. 

The apparatus has been success- 
fully tested and experimented with 
and was all set for practical in- 
stallation including considerable ad- 
vertising copy when some hitch 
arose. Some communities objected 
to the ligh. lines being employed by 
the public utility corporations for a 
supplementay business of trans- 
mitting sound, 

Wired wireless is said to be 
watching the developments of Tele- 
vision and the film talkers, along 
with commercial broadcasting be- 
fore attacking the North American 
market. 


IST COURSE 
FOR TEACHING 


Regular Course Including 
Dramatics for Younger 
Actors 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

First National will install a studio 
for the teaching of elocution and 
dramatics to their younger contract 
players who lack stage experience. 

This is a means of preparing for 
the Firnatone system of recording 
sight and sound, 

It is the first studio on the coast 
to install such a course. 

Most of the stars under contract 
to F. N. have had previous stage 
experience, including Milton Sills, 
Billie Dove, Dorothy Mackaill, Jack 
Mulhall, James Murray, Harry 
Langdon, Doris Kenyon and Johnny 
Hines. 

It will not he necessary for these 
to go to school. 


T-S’ No-Sound 
Los Angeles, May 22, 
Tiffany-Stahl is the only produce 
ing organization on the coast that 
has not so far announced some in- 


}a few weeks ago. 


way, in Tacoma, was ordered closed 
jand sound pictures, 


tention of going in for making sight 
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‘than $3,000 for the premiere per- 


6 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


LOS ANGELES HAS CHILLS: 
$23,000 TOP: MET, 


Hot and Damp Weather and No Tourists—“Drums” 
and “Trail,” $18,000—Criterion’s Wkly. Changes 


a 


Loe Angeles, May 22. 

(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 

Weather: Hot and Rain 

Soggy weather augmented by the 
absence of eastern tourists gave the 
local first runs box office chills. 
Disappointment was expressed all 
around by the showing of what was 
figured to be sure-fire attractions. 

Loew's State was leader of the 
field with “Bringing Up Father,” 
which had the usual Hearst paper 
support. However, this one did not 
reach what was expected, trade 
falling about $3,000 below the pre- 
vious week. Main stage drag had 
Bessie Love. 

“Trail of ‘98 seemed to miss on 
its second week @t Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, not hitting $20,000. Matinee 
trade off for this. one. “Street 
Angel,” in its fifth week at the Car- 
thay Circle, fell below the five figure 
margin and looks as though two 
more weeks will be all it cam stand. 
“Skyscraper” proved a great help 
to the Metropolitan. 

Warner Brothers’ Holly wood house 
held up for the third week of “Glor- 
ious Betsy,’ doing twice the busi- 
ness the Egyptian, a couple of 
blocks away, did with “The Ac- 
tress.” “Drums of Love” had a $5 
top opening, which brought better 


formance, but drifted off afterward. 
Mack Sennett’s “Good Bye Kiss,” 
for second and final week at Million 
Dollar, hit less than a $1,000 daily 
average. 

Criterion has cut out the long run 
Movietone policy following the final 
(third) week of “Sunrise.” Starting 
this week program will change 
every seven days. Boulevard had 
a rather slack week with “Stage 
hisses.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.) “Trail 
of '98” (M-G) (1,958; 50-$1.50) (2d 
week). Came in a little late in sea- 
son; possibly early, too, as-tourists 
are not here in sufficient quantities 
to give Grauman house the play; 
around $18,000. 

Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.) 
“Street Angel’ (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.59) (5th week). Mats ’way off 
with nights just fair; $8,800. 

Loew’s State (CW. C.-Loew) 
“Bringing Up Father” (M-G) (2,200; 
25-99). No b. o. panic; trade, how- 
ever, best in town at $23,000. 

Metropolitan (W. C.-Pub.) “Sky- 
scraper” (Pathe) (3,595; 25-75). 
One of best screen attractions house 
has had in a long time; came back 
with better than $18,000. 

Million Dollar (W. C.-Pub.) “Good 
Bye Kiss” (Sennett) (2,200; 25-99) 

2a week). Exit for this one dis- 
appointing; with heavy exploitation 
just could not get started; $6,500. 

United Artists (U. A.) “Drums of 
Love” (U. A.) 2,100; 25-$1.10). 


— 


FOX AND STANLEY'S 
$53,000 0-K IN PHILLY 


Weather Gives Town Great 
Break, but Weak Films 
Can’t Cash 


Philadelphia, May 22. 
Weather: Cool and Fair 

If the pictures had had the stuff 
last week's business would undoubt- 
edly have registered well above 
average for this time of the year. 
Weather breaks were favorable, 
and the hotels were filled with a 
couple of conventions. However, the 
films were not in any way notable 
and no tremendous smashes were 
recorded. In fact, some of the 
houses took losses of several thou- 
sand dollars. 

The Stanley was okay but not 
startling in holding “Garden of 
Eden.” With Alla Rogers topping the 
list of entertainers the combination 
coaxed about $27,000, quite satisfac- 
tory and a gain of more than $1,500. 

The Aldine, despite advertising 
splurges, pulled only about $13,000 
with the third and final wee: of 
“Legion of the Condemned.” House 
is now understood as booked hard 
and fast for another six weeks and 
will undoubtedly try for summer go- 
ing. Several Warner pictures are 
mentioned, starting with “San Fran- 
cisco” this week. 

“Speedy” was off to $10,000 in its 
fourth and last. week at the Stanton, 
but this is better than some pictures 
do at this theatre in their second or 
even first weeks. Film could have 
stood another week. “The Enemy,” 
starting a brief stay at the Karlton, 
claimed around $7,500, which would 
indicate not more than two weeks 
for this Gish picture.” Fox-Locust 
was well satisfied with ‘Street 
Angel,” which did about $12,000. It 
is figured good for anotl p~ two or 
three weeks, and there sti is some 
talk of keeping the house open all 
summer. 

The Fox, with the best bill it has 
had in five or six weeks, jumped to 
$26,500. Film was “Hangman’s 
House,” and Frances Williams fea- 
tured the surrounding bill which 
also included Castleton and Mack 
and Roseray and Capella. Consider- 
ing capacity, etc., site was better off 
last week than the Stanley. The 
Arcadia was again something of a 
bust with “Shepherd of the Hills.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—“Garden 
of Eden” (U. A.). Only fairly well 
rreceived; on stage was “Stanley 
Strutters,” unit; over $27,000: 


Made valient try for big trade but 
only fair first week at $18,000; one 
third of amount in on $5 premiere. 


Warner Brothers (W. B.) “Glor- 
fous Betsy” (W. B.) (2,756; 25-75) 
(3d week). Very good; over $16,000. 

Criterion (W. C.) “Sunrise” (Fox) 


(1,600; 25-65) (3d week); Couldn’t 
get anywhere on downtown show- 
ing; seems run at Carthay Circle 
took cream; bowed out with $3,250. 

Egyptian (W. C.-U. A.) “The 
Actress” (M-G) (1,800; 25-75). Just 
fair trade; around $8,000. 

Boulevard (W. C.) “Stage Kisses” 


(Col) (2,164; 25-50). Not so hot 
for this one, Lynn Cowan saving 
the week with his stage work; 


around $5,000. 


CRIMP IN BOSTON 


(Drawing Population, 850, ) 
Boston, May 22. 

Four beautiful warm days, with 
the daylight saving making itself 
felt for about the first time this 
season and the arrival here of the 
Bremen fiiers just about put the 
crimp into the business at the local 
picture houses last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (4,000; 50-65). With 
“Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) for 
picture and “Flapperettes” on stage, 
gross $33,300—low. 

State (4,000; 35-50). “The Enemy” 
(M-G-M) and Santley and Sawyer 
on stage. Best house could do, $18,- 


100—low. 
Orpheum (3,500; 35-50). With 
“The Garden of Eden” (UA) for 


about $19,000 gross, fair. 


Hoot’s Third Series 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Hoot Gibson started on his third 
jndependent series of westerns for 
Universal. 


Working title is “Silks and 
Saddles” with Virginia Pearson, 
Robert Graves, Leo White and 


Blanche Mehaffey in the cast. B. 
Reeves Eason directing. 


Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)— 
“Speedy” (Par) (4th week). Lloyd 
comedy down to $10,000 in final 


week; all right considering; “Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) this week and 
“Old Ironsides” (Par) coming: both 


films already been road-showed 
here. 
Aldine (1,500; 50-75)—‘“Legion of 


the Condemned” (Par) (3d week). 
Aviation film about held its own; 
claimed between $14,000 and $15,000; 
helped by extra advertising. 


Karlton (1,100; 50-75) —- “The 
Enemy” (M-G) (lst week). Just 
fair, with $7,500 claimed; only a 


couple of weeks for it here. 
Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—‘“Street 


Angel” and Movietone (Fox) (4th 
week). Has caught on nicely and 
ought to stay a fortnight after this: 
$8,000. 

Fox (3,000; 99) — “Hangman’s 


House” (Fox). Picture and bill got 
extra splurge and business showed 
it; about $26,500, best in some time. 

Arcadia (800; 50)—“Shepherd of 
the Hills’ (F. N.). Only so-so with 
about $3,000. 


No Creative Expression 


On Coast, Says Coe 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
“The picture business is no place 
for a writer who wants to be inde- 
pendently creative in expression,” 
says George Francis Coe, who wrote 


“Me Gangster” and other under- 
world stories, after spending two 
months on the Fox lot. 

Coe was brought here to make 
a screen treatment of two stories 
which Fox purchased from him 
after they had run in the “Satur- 


day Evening Post.” When through 
with them he was put to work on 
the original “Me Gangster” for Vic- 
tor McLaglen, which he expects to 
finish June 30, then Coe will re- 
turn to New York to continue his 
literary career. 


Milwaukee’s Biggest Rain 
On Week’s Best Night 


Milwaukee, May 22. 
(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 
Weather: Rain and cool 

Two raps to the cash basket were 
felt by the local operators last week. 
For this reason the grosses, which 
seemed on the high road to out of 
the red were handed a severe set- 
back. 

Opening Sunday with the arrival 
of the Bremen flyers, the houses 
were empty the entire afternoon 
while 300,000 lined the streets to get 
a glimpse of the airmen. By the 
time the parade was over it was 
4:30 and the matinee business was 
shot. 

The second slap came Wednesday 
night, always a stand-out, when a 
heavy cloudburst hit the town at 
about 6 p. m. and didn’t let up until 
midnight. More water fell that 
night than on any other one day in 
the history of the town. Few 
came out. 

Effects of the opening of the new 
Riverside are beginning to tell on 
the stage band and combo houses. 
The Wisconsin has slipped steadily 
and business at the Palace has 
been far off. The Miller has been 
weathering the storm with a cut in 


“Sadie Thompson” was hard hit 
by the elements, the Garden going 
under $10,000 on the opening week. 
Likewise the Strand, where “Patent 
Leather Kid” was held over, slipped 
badly and the house barely reached 
$7,000. i 
The Empress closed “Are You Fit 
to Marry” after one day of the sec- 
ond week. The only big money, out- 
side of the Riverside, was at the 
Davidson, where “Night in Spain” 
played to capacity all week. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Alhambra (U) “Hot Heels” (U) 
(1,800; 30-50-75). Not so hot. House 
not heading up, as no big speciais 
for some weeks; $7,000. 
Garden (Brin) “Sadie Thompson” 
(U.A.) (1,200; 25-50-75). Picture 
held over and with break in 
weather should beat first week’s 
gross of slightly under $10,000, 
Merrill (Midwesco) “Dressed to 
Kill’ (Fox) (1,200; 25-50). Heavy 
on Fox stuff since Fox bought 
chain. Picture did not click so well. 
Under $5,000. 

Miller (Midwesco) “Gun Gospel’ 
(F. N.) (1,600;25-35). Vaude and 
pix here and still sledding around 


$6,500. 
Palace (Orph) “Blonde for a 
Night” (Pathe) (2,400; 25-50-75). 


Vaudefilm. House sliding little; not 
over $16,000. 

Riverside (Orph.) “Soft Living” 

(Fox) (3,000; 25-40-50). Mixed pol- 
icy and still getting big business 
since opening. Close to $15,000, 
about double of old Majestic. 
Strand (Midwesco) ‘Patent 
Leather Kid” (F.N.) (1,200; 50). 
Second week not so forte; below 
$7,009. 
Wisconsin (Midwesco) “The Show- 
down” (Par.) (2,800; 25-35-50-60- 
75). Stage band but house not do- 
ing what it has been. Reason hard 
to find. Not over $15,000. 


PAN, $7,500, TACOMA 


One House Dark Helps Others— 
“Tenderloin” $5,500 2d Week 


Tacoma, May 22. 

(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Weather: Warm and clear. 

One less first-run house downtown 
helped the other houses, Pantages in 
particular. Fanchon and Marco 
shows at the Broadway, now dark, 
was opposition for Pan. 

Tacomans like to play whist and 
are strong for amateur shows, lodge 
and club doings. Always someone 
in uniform parading here. Some- 
thing needed to inoculate the na- 
tives with the show-going habit. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—“Silk 
Legs” (Fox). With two film stars 
on stage in person—John Bowers 
and Margaret de Le Motte—nice in- 
crease in biz; $7,500. 


Rialto (W. C.) (1,250; 25-40)— 
“Partners in Crime” (Par). Increase 
at $3,700. 


Blue Mowse (Hamrick) (650; 50- 
75)—“Tenderloin” and Vita (W. B). 
Second week g6t $5,500, great. 

Colonial (W. C.) (850; 15-25)— 
“Forbidden Women” (Pathe) and 
“Nameless Men” (T-S). Used for 
split week and $1,850; big improve- 
ment. 


Ufa’s First Amer. Made 


The first UFA picture to be made 
in America will probably get under 
way here within the next six wecks. 
This develops with the return to 
Germany of H. Fellner after the lat- 
ter had been in New York. 

The picture is tentatively titled 
“The Woman in the Moon.” Fritz 
Lang will direct it. 

It is said that Fellner; who has 
spent considerable time in America, 
will bring his company here chiefly 
to cash in on the exploitation which 


such a move might realize. 


admissions. rot 


Climax and Kick of “Eden” Entirely 
Cut Out by Censors in Montreal 


“RAMONA,” $25,400, 
DET.; AUTO TOWN QUIET 


$35,250 for “Skyscraper” and 
Michigan; “Enemy” Brodies 
at $9,000; Denny, $20,000 


Detroit, May 22. 

Rainy weather killed a chance for 
a rise, and the local film places ex- 
perienced another mediocre week. 
But for “Ramona’s” nifty opening at 
the United Artists, nothing notable 
showed up. 

“The Enemy” took an awful bro- 
die at the Madison, enticing a gross 
so low as to warrant withdrawal 
after a single week. No wonders 
were expected of this picturization 
Pollack’s drama, byt it was 
counted on to accomplish more than 
it did. “Tenderloin,” with its talk- 
ing sequences, followed at the Madi- 
son Saturday to unfavorable critic- 
ism, though its going to get a play 
through talk going the rounds. 

“Mother Machree” wound up six 
weeks at the Washington with a 
break even take on the final. The 
Fox house, going in for program 
pictures for the summer, starting 
with “Honor Bound” this week. An- 
other straight film to depart was 
tIronsides,” giving way to 
“Harold Teen” at the Adams. One 
good week and one bad one on its 
rebound engagement at pops. 

Michigan remained slightly below 
normal at $35,250, with “Skyscraper” 
as the film. They expect good pic- 
tures at this house but refuse to get 
excited over anything. “Skyscraper” 
might have had more personal ad- 
vantage in another spot, though it 
can’t complain of the Michigan’s 
gross. Capitol was also slightly un- 
der average in screening Denny’s 
“Good Morning, Judge” with a frail 
unit on the stage for $20,500. 

“The Little Snob” brought the 
State its lowest figure since the 
house turned presentation, $10,500. 

Oriental garnered little attention 
with an unimportant cinema, “Trag- 
edy of Youth,” and a Pan bill. 

With the summer schedule show- 
ing a large increase in the number 
of conventions, establishing Detroit 
as the convention.city, the picturé 
places are going to rely considerably 
on transient customers during the 
warm months. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky)—"“Old Ironsides” 
(Par) (2d week) (1,700; 50-75). Sec- 
ond and last week dropped about 
$3,500 after $13,000 opener; after 
previous run here as spec, did not 
come through in grind; “Harold 
Teen” (F. N.) current. 

Capitol (Kunsky)—“Good Morn- 
ing, Judge” (U) (3,448; 50-75). 
Denny fans responsible for much of 
$20,500; that amount just fair; house 
looking forward to possible record 
next week with Paul Whiteman. 

Madison (Kunsky)—“The Enemy” 
(M-G) (1,976; 50-75). Forced out 
after single week and $9,000: first 


»|} film to stay less than two weeks at 


Madison in quite a while; weather 
against Gish girl. 

Michigan (Kunsky)—“Skyscraper” 
(Pathe) (4,100; 50-75). Down a bit 
at $35,250; films lack individuality 
at this stand, so good picture not 
prominent among reasons. 


Oriental (Miles)—"“Tragedy of 
Youth” (T-S) and Pan vaude (2,- 
950; 25-90). Slight pickup Friday. 


but preceding biz held total to $7,500. 

State (Kunsky)—“The Little 
Snob” (W. B.) (3,000; 25-75). War- 
ner film at State’s usual standard: 


stage failed to hold up both ends 
last week; $10,500, low: new stage 
personality this week, Roy Sedley 


replacing Fred Stritt. 
United Artists (U. A.)\—“Ramona” 


(U. A.) (1st week) (2,000; 50-65). 
Opened big and maintained pace, 
house claiming surprising $25,400: 


best business, comparatively, in 
town for first week; holding over, 
with three weeks possible. 
Washington (Fox)—‘“Mother Ma- 
chree”-Movietone (Fox) (6th week) 
(1,700; 35-50-65). Finished run 
quietly; attendance never excep- 
tional but enough for house; $4,000. 


Talkers at Cosmo Studios 


3efore W. R. Hearst left New 
| York last week for his return to the 
; coast he is said to have left instruc- 


,tions to equip the Cosmopolitan 
| studios, uptown New York, for 
j talkers. 


Cosmopolitan is fully equipped as 
;a studio. It has been rentable of 
ilate, but with few tenants. 


The Gifford Players will end a 
39-week engagement May 26 at the 
qaiety, Springfield, Ill. This unit of 
the Gifford stock group will open 
May 27 for a summer season at the 
Bijou, Decatur. 


Montreal, May 23, 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fine to Friday, Then Wet 

With the two legit houses putting 
on shows much above the average 
for this city and with baseball] 
again, the flickers turned in another 
middling week with one exception 
and that was not due to the pice 
ture. Weather was unusually good 
for a Montreal spring and this has 
encouraged motoring and outdoor 
sports. 

Orpheum, Gayety and Majesty’s 
are running all summer this year 
as against the two last, burlesque 
and ‘legit, being dark every other 
year. Closing of one of the big first 
run movie houses still quite probable 
and will help .rest, 
trade, big in this city, is liable to 
be shot by the Children’s Bill. 

Censors cut the Palace picture, 
“The Garden of Eden,” and plenty. 
Climax of action eliminated alto- 
gether with audience wondering 
what had happened. Gross dropped 
to $10,500. It would likely have 
passed $12,000 without the cuts, 
Censors couldn’t see the dress-dis- 
carding climax and wouldn't let 
fans see it, punch of picture. 

“A Night at Coney Island,” vaude 

headliner at Loew’s brought in the 
crowds and boosted gross to $14,- 
500. “The Tigress,” feature picture, 
was much under average, but 
crowds came for the freaks. This 
being circus time here, the head- 
liner couldn’t have been picked bet- 
ter and Loew's again topped every- 
thing in picture houses by a big 
margin. 
. The two legit houses, Princess 
and His Majesty’s, clashed on week 
with two standout shows. ‘“Chauve 
Souris,” at former, went over good 
for $15,000, and Carroll's “Vanities,” 
at Majesty’s, best show of kind ever 
shown there, cleared $20,000, at $4 
top, a fair figure for this 1,800- 
seater. Either would have been one- 
third higher if the other had not 
been in town, 

This week musical comedy stock 
begins at His Majesty’s. C. Emer- 
son Cook is behind it. 

Gravity of the situation in the 
moving picture industry in this city 
and province is indicated by the 
announcement by B. M. Garfield, 
secretary, Montreal Theatre's Man- 
agers’ Association, that a _ joint 
meeting of this body with members 
of the province of Quebec Cinema 
and Theatre Owners’ Association 
will be held in this city. May 31. 
This is the first time in the history 
of the industry that the two or- 
ganizations have held a joint meet¢ 
ing. Business will be elections of 
officers and reading of annual re- 
ports, but the big matter before the 
meeting will likely be the setting 
up of legal machinery and publicity 
offices for the protection of the in- 
dustry in Quebec province. Names 
of public men of the highest repu- 
tation are being mentioned for the 
legal end of the job. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (F.P.) (2,700; 40-60)— 
“Heart of Follies’ Girl’ (F.N.). 
Went over big first two nights but 
fell off on matinees steadily from 
opening day, while later in week 
fine weather kept fans out-of-doors 
and rain cn last night kept them in. 
Tabloid musical cut to quarter size 
and on last week, Manager Dahn 
will try out elaborate presentations 
using what’s left of tabloid prin- 
cipals. Light at $11,000. 

Palace (F.P.) (2,700; 40-60)-—“The 
Garden of Eden” (U.A.). Censors 
tore out climax bodily and snipped 
away at odd parts of it until fans 
didn’t know what it was all about. 


Result felt in hox office. Poor at 
$10,500. 

Loew’s (F.P.) (3,260; 45-75)— 
“The Tigress” (Col). Second rate 


meller rated low, but since vaude 
headlined 10 freaks in “A Night in 


Coney Island” (stage), house full 
all week. Loew’s ahead of all pic- 
ture houses with. fine $14,500, but 


the picture hadn’t much to do with 
the result. 

Imperial (K.A.) (1.900: 35-80)— 
“The Blood Ship” (Col). Reverse 
to Loew's with picture biggest act 
on program. Gross held up at $9,- 
000. Vaude average. 

Strand (U.A.) (800; 30-40)— 
“Woman Wise” (Fox); ‘That Cer- 
tain Thing” ( %01); “Ladies Night in 
a Turkish Bath” (F.N.), and “Mid- 


night Madness” (P.D.C.). All to- 
gether $3,500. 
Neighborhoods picking up and 


United Amusement chain of second 
run houses getting good grosses 
again. 

Yeggs Take Crowded Theatre 

San Antonio, May 22. 
zunmen descended upon the Aztec 
theatre Saturday night. While the 
house was crowded at 9. o’clock 
they held up the box office and got 
away with $1,000. 

It was the boldest crime of the 
kind the town had ever seen, and 
this berg has seen plenty of out- 
lawry. 


but transient’ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


“Patsy's” Big $23,000 |“ 


is anything but good. Fans; 
been cut down following an! 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


PAR. $73,000 AND ROXY $94,000 


town 
have 


VARIETY 


< 


+6 


Capitol, $54,450—“Ramona,” $43,100 


‘economically bad winter, and those 


Good Show Weather Not Reflected in All Grosses—_ 


remaining are shopping for their, 
entertainment. It is purely a case) 
of the best show wins, and nine | 
times out of ten it’s up to the pic- | 


NEGRI, $22,000, MINN.; 


Chicago, May 22. 
Weather: Rainy 
The picture boys who lost out last 
Week can haul in the weather as @ 


+ ture to get the draw. | 
hy Las Hlogical alibi. When it wasn't rain- 
t week was generally off, with jing it was threatening. One is as 


| 
New York hasn't had a good look | 
at the sun since last Wednesday 
(May 16), and although that’s a 
great weather break for the thea- 
tres, picture houses, figures show 
little chang€ from the previous week, 
Business isn't of the smash quality 
on any site other than the Embassy, 
where “The Tempest” opened. 
Good stage shows in each of the 


our big houses last week, but only overshadowed film at b. 0. Picture Weather: Unsettled Ash gone. Van and Schenck were 
= picture among the quartet —Granada, $16,100 liked but not outstanding. About) Business last week was “fairly | brought into headline the first unit | 
which seemed to mean anything. a, ° $18,500. satisfactory.” While far from what | Without the redhead, but the gross y 


This was “Hangman’s House,” at 
the Roxy, which came on to reach 


$94,000. Strand did but fairly at (Drawing Pop., 756,000) ‘attractions, it reached moderately 
$23,400 for “Kentucky Courage” Weather: Unsettled vies as a respectable levels for the three big | the stage show, and his 
“Little Shepherd of Kingdom enne, while human interest element | houses. ing was proven in an upwar trene 
( Picture business continues to be | j, story and wise-cracking titles} Pola Negri, a bad box office card | to $35,500. But Mark went out Fri- 


Come”), and the Capitol’s gross was 
probably hampered by its long show, 
preventing sufficient turnover. “Cir- 
cus Rookies” was deemed an indif- 
ferent comedy, and the stage splurge 
couldn't better; $54,450. 

Ash's first week at the Paramount 
was entirely satisfactory at $73,000. 
Panned by nearly every Manhattan 
daily and burdened with a week 
screen leader, “The 50-50 Girl,” Chi- 
cago’s prize m. c. pushed receipts 
$7,000 ahead of the previous week. 
As far as Publix is concerned, Ash's 
main duty is to keep the weekly 
total around $70,000. A year ago last 
week the house did $56,700 with 
“The Telephone Girl,” and Ash's 


BARTHELMESS, $26,000 
AT WARFIELD, FRISCO 


“Wings” Ends 6 Wks. to $12,- 
000—‘“Tenderloin,” $14,000 


San Francisco, May 22. 


terrible in this burg. Only a few 
bright spots. Patrons are “shop- 
ping,” and how. 

Warfield again had a clean sweep, 
running $10,000 ahead of its closest 
competitor, and house rates as the 
most consistent money maker of the 
entire West Coast circuit. 

Granada, on the other hand, con- 
tinues in its slump. Business was 
a few thousand better last week, 
but it is s ill a long way from be- 
ing in the profit class. It’s a safe 
bet that West Coast is not going to 
continue operating this house much 
longer with its heavy losses. 

“Wings” wound up an excellent 


only the Loew Century making a) 
b. o. killing, with “The Patsy” tak- 
ing ‘the . credit. 
Laugh,” was not up to the average 
Chaney film as a b. 0. magnet, fall- 
ing off sharply on the second week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Stanley-Crandall)—‘‘Lady 
Be Good” (3,400; 25-60). One of the 
few cases where the stage show 


Century (Loew)—“The Patsy” (3,- 
200; 25-60). Easily led procession. 
Aided by Hearts press, Marion Da- 


caught public’s fancy. Matinees 
were very good and nights stand- 
out, Good flapper draw. Stage unit, 
“Cameos,” with Ted Claire, house 
m. c., still clicking, pleased. One of 
the big weeks for this house. About 
$23,000. 

New (Whitehursts)—“The Scarlet 
Dove” (1,800; 25-50). Lowell Sher- 
man played up in local billing. 
House felt competition and general 
slump. Off week, with gross 'way 
below excellent showing previous 
week. Not over $4,800. 

New Garden (Schanbergers) — 
“The Haunted Ship” and K-A vaude 
(3,200; 35-60). Business up some- 


DAVIES’ TOUGH SPOT 


Time—*Patsy,” $3,000— 
“Enemy,” $11,000. State 


Minneapolis, May 22. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 


the Rialto felt that it should have 
been, considering the quality of the 


here, was a surprise with “Three 
Sinners,” booked into the Minne- 
sota. Negri films have been play- 
ing the 35-cent Lyric. Backed up 
by a pleasing stage show the picture 
did well enough and seemed to sat- 
isfy. While the approximate $22,- 
000 gross is the smallest the house 
has played to since its opening, it 
is not to be sneered at at this time. 

“The Enemy” also did fairly, con- 
sidering the adverse local condi- 
tions. It gave the State a _ profit- 
able week. The Mexican Tipica or- 
chestra, heavily exploited, boosted 
for the Hennepin-Orpheum, but 
trade again was far from what it 


}much poison as the other here. 


“Laugh, Clown, Pola’s First Big House in Some’ 


MeVickers needed no excuses with 
“Street of Sin,” however. Jannings 
was champ of the Loop with $28,- 
000 on the opening week. This would 
be much better than average even in 
favorable weather. 

The downtown sector right now is 
particularly interested in what will 
be the Oriental’s status with Paul 


$34,000. 
came in 


slipped several grand to 
Last week Mark lTisher 


without names to support him in 


day night in mid-performance, a 
victim of flu, and Al Kvale has been 
brought in fur the time being. In 
the Ash days roaring 40 grosses 
weekly. 

“Glorious Betsy” pulled a surprise 
at the little Orpheum, shooting the 
take-ins up to $11,950. Notices were 
very favorable, but to all outward 
appearances the picture had created 
no stir around town. “Betsy” seems 
to be a quiet nifty. 

“Drag Net” (Par) ran into censor 
trouble, as do most underworld films 
in this pineapple plantation, ang it 
didn’t make its advertised appear- 
ance at the Roosevelt. To keep 
bookings out of scramble the house 


second week end beat his opening aloes what last week at about $15,000. should have been. we p een ee “wre 
by over $1,000 in going past $30,000, | SIX weeks’ stay at the Columbia. Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)—| Marion Davies, as usual in this didn't 
Of the two U. A. pictures which Matinees built the final seven days| «cGooq Morning, Judge,” and K-Ajtown, starved to death at the Strand | Warrant it. In its second week 


and Rialto 
went 


into the Rivoli 
“Ramona” 


came 
simultaneously, 


‘way out front by doing $43,100 for continued strong with “Tenderloin,” | rected by general off business situa-| vehicles may be, Miss Davies is|” his’ week. the second to have 
the Rivoli. “Steamboat Bill, Jr.,” is | Second week being only a few hun-| tion, unable to pull em here unsupported |peen filled by “Drag Net,” Lon 
advertising its final week at the|4red off the first week. Will prob-| Valencia (Loew-United Artists)—|by stage entertainment. Strand | Ghaney's “Laugh, 
Rialto after $21,300, and will, have ably hold up for two or three more) «7 ,ugh, Clown, Laugh,” (1,500; 25-| called it a season Friday, closing playing after having just plodded Mt 


had an unhappy stay if less than 


and a 75th performance souvenir 


helped the final gross. Embassy 


at least. 
“The Circus” took another nose- 


vaude (3,200; 25-50). Followed trend 
downward, family trade being af- 


60). Rather heavy for general con- 


in a good picture, “The Patsy.” It 
seems that no matter how good her 


first time for the summer. 
“The Crowd,” for its second loop 


for the 


“Americans” 
$12,000. 


continued quite low at 


through 14 days of mild money at 


9000 on the past Saturday and ‘ sumption, and business did not keep McVickers. 
Santer is indicative. “The Raider|@ive at the St. Francis, its third) pace with the usual Chaney draw.|"un, Was advertised more heavily} Mindlin’s sure-seater on the 
Emden” was finally turned loose} Week being nothing to brag about.) jrirst week below start-off average|than any picture shown by the| poulevard tricd “Veil of Happiness,” 
from the Cameo after three weeks, | At the California, two weeks was | at this two-week stand, and second | Grand during the entire season. Re-|a French made film with all-Chi- 
In the $2 lineup “The Tempest” plenty for Street of Sin. Sun- weck failed to show relative im- sult was that theatre had one of its|nese cast. The $2,500 return was 
hopped off smartly at the Embassy | TS¢ follows “The Circus” after this | provement. Not over $5,800, below | /est weeks in some time. Victor|dishearteningly palookish. “The 


by getting over $5,800 between 
Thursday night and Monday morn- 


week. 
Estimates for Last Week 


second week average here. 
Parkway (Loew-United Artists)— 
Did 


McLaglan helped the 
little. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Pantages a 


Actress,” celluloid version of ‘“‘Tre- 
lawney of the Wells,” held the Chi- 
cago to about average with $414,000. 


Others of the contingent did oT? “Rose-Marie” (1,000; 15-35). 
Angel” Co exceedingly well at downtown Cen- Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,- United Artists started mildly with 
held $13,000 with “Trail of ‘'98” thel ’\tury, and dittoed at small uptown]100; 65) “Three Sinners” (Par) and | “Sadie Thompson,” drawing $25,000. 
easing off a. couple of hundred at follow-up house. Business consist-| Publix unit, “Milady’s Fan.” Pie-| As comparison, “The Circus” got 
$13,500. “Wings” was neck and neck 1 ently good and house maintained/ture satisfied and attracted enough $40,100 in the same house, and 
with “Angel ”" and “Four Sons” con- reaching $26,000; exceptional, COn- | excellent b. o. pace. About $4,000. patronage considering that Negri| “Gaucho” did $35,000. The picture 
tinues at its light but fair pace of sidering local conditions. has not been drawing even at the|reviewers liked “Sadie” and oral 
between $7,000 and $8,000. “Man Granada — “The Big Killing’. 35-cent Lyric; stage show above |Comment also was much better than 
Who Laughs” got $12,300 and (Par) (2,785; 35-50-65-90). Beery- average and proved a magnet; 


best week end to date, while “Glori- 
ous Betsy” remains brisk enough to 
stifle any drastic squawks. “Abie” 
had another week, in which it 
showed nothing. “Dawn” comes to 
the Times Square May 29. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Hatton combo didn’t help much, 
despite generally favorable com- 
ment; stage show, as usual, didn’t 
mean a thing; dismal at $16,000, 
and plenty of loss. 
Columbia—‘Wings” (Par) (1,700; 
$1-$2). Originally booked for four 
weeks, enjoyed six healthy weeks; 


LOWEST WEEK 
NEW ORLEANS, 


around $22,000; lowest since open- 
ing. but fine under circumstances. 
State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,500; 60) 
“The Enemy” (M-G), stage show 
and Vitaphone. Picture and show 
well liked; moderately good busi- 
ness; about $11,000, profitable. 
Hennepin- Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890;° 50) “Girl from Chicago” (W. 


“Hangman’'s House” at the Mon- 
roe was rated among the best pic- 
tures in town this month, and good 
commercially at $4,600. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix) “The Actress” 
(M-G-M) (4,500; 650-75). Not as 
strong as expected with $44,000; 


Astor—‘Trail of '98" (M-G) (1,-|could have remained two more; 66 99 average clear-weather gross in rainy 
129; $1-$2) (10th week). About! final week bettered $12,000. AND RED weck; fair stage 
even with previous week, gsiving| Embassy—‘“Tenderloin” and Vita fare, but vaude good for price;| ,MeVickers (Publix) “The Street 
away but a couple of hundred; $13,-| (w.B.) (1,367; 50-65-90). Talking heavily exploited orchestra lived up |0f Sin” (Par) (2,400; 50-75). Jan- 
600. pictures have established them- to advance promises, boosting nings went high despite rain, with 


Cameo—‘‘The Raider Emden" 
(Col) (549; 50-7). Out after third 
week to $4,600; never reached big 


trouble holding up for next couple Stran --Pul 

figures, having opened to $7,550. of weeks; week close State, $10,100—‘Hang- 50) picture and brought above normal 
Capitol—“Circus Rookies” (M-G) | $14.000. ’ 9 picture liked, but Marion Davies figure of $4,600 in secluded house. 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65). sig stage C lif ° — “Street of Sin” man Ss House Draw unable to draw here: house closed Oriental (Publix), “Hold "km 4 
Show to offset Ash opening and eon’ ck aaa 85-65 90 Grief rm Saturday; nearly $3 000 had ; Yale” (Pathe) (3,300; 35-75). Ash ch 
Probably so lengthy as to impede (Par) (2,200; 35-69-90). made this primarily a stageband 


performance turnover; picture didn’t 

count for much; $54,450, ordinary. 
Central—“Man Who Laughs” (U) 

(922; $1-$2) (4th week). Doing well 


selves here; hardly a night without 
a holdout; this one should have no 


getting suitable run features for 
this house; Jannings wasn't liked in 
this one; second and final week 
lucky to hit $10,000. 

St. Francis—“The Circus” (U.A.) 


Saenger Did $12,300— 


New Orleans, May 22. 
The inimitable J. A. Murphy once 
wrote that the usherette at Adam 
Sowerguy’'s theatre wasn’t going to 


takings nearly $2,000; close to $10,- 
000, fair. 


Pantages (Pantages) 
50) “Hangman’s House” 
vaudeville. MeLaglan a fair mag- 
net here; picture pleased and re- 
sponsible for much of business; 


(1,600; 25- 
(Fox) and 


$28,000 on first week; okay notices. 
Monroe (Fox) “Hangman’s House” 
(Fox) (975; 50-75). Considered fine 


house, with pictures secondary; un- 
usual spot for Pathe film and com- 
ment not so hot; flap trade may 
have liked it; $35,500, with Mark 
Fisher on stage. 


enough and can’t holler at $12,300. “ush" any more. Last week, at the | close to $5,000 
Criterion—“Wings"” (Par) (836: (1,375; 35-65-90). Chaplin not the local film temples, the ushers were Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) “Ladies’ Orpheum ; (Warn r) Glorious 
‘ draw he was figured for; third week | Betsy” (W.B.) (760; 50). Surpris- 
$1-$2) (41st week). Settling down heavy drop to $9,- likewise a needless institution. N.). Pleased fairly but inaiy showin far this 
to spring level at $13,000; “Abie's 590; one more to go and then “Sun- Business was “wiches. $11,950 on first week; average 


Irish Rose” talked of possibility here 


The Saenger dropped to a ghastly 


$1,600, mediocre. 


around $7,500. 


before end of June, although air film rise” (Fox). $12,000 with “We Americans,” and Grand (F. & R.) “The Crowd” Playhouse (Mindlin) “Veil of 
can drop to $8,500 without losing Loew's State was a couple of thou;(M-G). Second loop run. Heavier) panpiness” (Imp) (600: 50-75). All- 


money. 


did $56,700 


under that with “Lady Be Good.” 
Patrons rode by the theatres in! 


advertising than usual produced re- 
sults; nearly $1,000 and considerably 


Chinese cast in French production; 


_-Embassy—“The Tempest” (U. A.) | press; year ago house i flopped in art house at $2,500. 
(596; $1-$1.65) (Ist week). Street’s/with “Telephone Girl’ as screen ;|their cars with their ladies piled on | above recent averages. Roosevelt (Publix) “We Ameri- 
new blood and got off to capacity; |leader. the back seats making faces at the| Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,400; | cans” (U) (1,400: 50-60). ant 
opened Thursday night and better Rialto—“Steamboat Bill, Jr.” (U. | cashiers. While the mob was/40) “Alex the Great” and vaude. | minute holdover beeause “Drag Net” 
than 35,800 in nine performances; A.) (1,960; 35-50-75-90) (2d week). splashing in the waters of Lake | Good buy for money, but public | panned by censors: week start with 
well liked and looks as if house has Weak entrant which quits this week | Ponchartrain managers were splash- | © mt see it; about $3,800, very bad $1 1,000, and closed to $12,000. . 


Fot another live one; in at $1.65 de- 


after staying but a fortnight; three 


on their totals. 


jing red ink 


State-Lake (Orpheum) “Golf 


Spite advance press notices, which racke usu: sti - nic- The Orpheum, which has been S N R | ,idows” ‘o 9500: 50-75 

Stated $2: only film at this house Pry frst |having a hard battle, went to $8,000 oviet ews neeis 

to play for $2, “Ben-Hur.” week under $9,000 on second week-|Wwith “Hangman’s House,” but the | e (no apparent draw; $16,000 with 
Mth St.—“Abie’s Irish Rose” jend; “Street of Sin” (Par) Saturday. |Strand died with “Hold ’Em Yale.” For Hearst Service vaude. 

(Par) (1,490; $1-$2) (5th week). Rivoli—* 2amona” (U A.) (2,200; Things were so bad at the Liberty United Artists (U.A.)—"Sadie 

Simply dormant and helpless; talk | 35-50-75-90) (2d week). Song help- the admission scale was_ sliced. A contract between Hearst Ser-| Thompson” (U.A.) (1,702: 35-75). 


of moving it to Criterion as possible 
aid, may be next month; “The Pa- 


ing for substantial $43,100 on first 


“Yarold Teen” held forth there. 
Estimates for Last Week 


vice, supplying newsreels to Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, and the Sovkino of 


Just fair start with $25,000, despite 


highly favorable comments and no- 


Sot” week; three weeks sure and maybe 
(Jannings) understood to be | Saenger (3,568; Moscow has been concluded. The | tices. 
here; unlikely that “Abi¢ Roxy—‘Hangman’s House” (Fox) Armerican company will use the 


Bot house rental last week. 
to Sons” and Movie- 
One (lox) (808; $1-$2) (14th week). 


Nu fireworks b poor business at $10,100. M.-G.-M. is one of the few Amer- 
ut h: anag g but not quite able to 
show a light weekly profit; $1,500 pi grade: $04 500. Orpheum (°,400; 50) “Hangman’s /ican film companies having a close| The first Keith-Albee-Orpheam 
and leavine House.” Picture created favorable! contact with Russia a cepin thentre to be wired for talkers is 
: ‘ving to allow “Fazil” (Fox) |} §trand—“Kentucky Courage” (F. and helped by good sia and kceping a 


® come in around June 1. 

t Globe—“Street Angel” and Movie- 

tone (Fox) (1,416: $1-$2) (7th 

eh Okay at $13,000; has cut $1,- 
0 weekly retreat to $500. 


and previous week. Lehrman on “Vampires is the only man on the Coast to|relations of K-A-O with FBO and 
On week: total for and Los Angeles, May | have a direct contact with the Mos-|the latter's with RCA, the Photo- 
days good; $79,000 would have been Vitaphone (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) Henry Lehrman will direct “Vam- | cow press, which he feeds with his] phone fis eventually due into all of 


deemed all 
m 


right by circuit heads; 


(6,205: 50-75-$1-$1.65). Combina- 
tion of good picture and show kept 
house above $90,900; some thought 


N.) (2,900; 35-50-65-75). Darthel- 
mess name helped some but picture 
moderately received; maintaining 
original title of “Little Shepherd of 
Kingdom Come” all over except 


(4th week). Has been doing fairly 


‘Ok Criptic barrage from daily ‘at between $10,990 and $12,099. 


Loew’s State (3,218; 50) “Lady Be 
Likewise broke record for 


| theatre; $12,300. 


| Good.” 


impression 
surrounding show; $8,000. 
Strand (2,200; 50) “Hold ’Em 
Yale.” Held very little; $2,800. 
Liberty (1,800; 35) “Harold Teen.” 
Another low for all time; $2,100. 


pires a la Mode” for Fox. 


Marjorie Beebe will head the ezst 


Soviet newsreels not only in Amer- 
ica, but all over the world as well. 


sharp eye on the Russian film field, 
ready to jump in as soon ag the 
present State movie monopoly re- 
laxes sufficiently. Joseph B. Polon- 
sky, the foreign publicity chief of 


releases constantly, 
field for his company. 


preparing the 


Wiring Hip for Talker 


Keith’s New York Hippodrome. The 
RCA Photophone will be the talking 
equipment. 

Wiring of the house is now under 
way. 


the K-A-O theatres selected for the 
talkers 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


TOPEKA’S EXAMPLE PEOPLE 


PAYING FOR WHAT THEY WANT 


“Red Hair” on Screen Ran Away From Nutty Gifts 
on Other Stages—Giving Dishes, One Dish Wkly. 


a 


Topeka, May 22. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 

Give Topekans the kind of show 
they want and they go. Never was 
this more clearly demonstrated than 
last week, when Clara Bow and her 
“Red Hair” film filled the Orpheum 
Mearly every performance. Other 
places where they were using two- 
for-ones, holding prize drawings, 
etc., barely kept even with the nut. 

The new company booked in for 
the tab program at the Best failed 
to hit with anywhere near the vol- 
ume that greeted the change of pol- 
icy, though Al Russell and his 
“Come-On Girls” put on a much 
better show than did Roy Davis and 
his “Sunkist Steppers.” 

Local dancers held the business 
up to normal for the Jayhawk, 
where Pola Negri’s “Secret Hour” 
proved one of her weakest ve- 
hicles. 

Guessing beans and parlor furni- 
ture as prizes are now made the at- 
traction to pull up the waning busi- 
ness at the Novelty. Arthur Hig- 
gins and his “Follytown Maids” are 
there. Prospects pow are a film 
policy will go into effect at this 
theatre weeks sooner than the La- 
bor Day date planned. 

The newest prize stunt is that 
announced for the Grand to bolster 
the limping patronage of the Wad- 
dell Players (stock). The theatre is 
going to give away 700 sets of 
dishes, one dish at a time, to the 
women who attend Tuesday nights. 
The two-for-one coupon, always 
the standby of this place, has failed 
to do its stuff this season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Jayhawk (1,500; 40) (Jayhawk). 
Pola Negri and “Secret Hour” failed 
to click. It needs pruning and cli- 
max. “The Rose of Golden West’ 
got fair play, as Mary Astor is To- 
peka girl. Juvenile dancing recital 
used as presentation that held up 
business to normal; $3,100. 

Orpheum (1,200; 40) (National). 
Clara Bow in “Red Hair.” They came 
to see Clara and went away talking 
about the snappy entertainment. 
One of best box office takes of the 
at $2,600. 

Cosy (400; 25) (Lawrence). 
“Ladies Must Dress” first half of 
week and “Dressed to Kill” second 
half. just below normal at about 
$700. 

Grand (1,400; 75) (National). 
Waddell Players in “Connie Goes 
Home” got good start with two-for- 
one coupons first night, but busi- 
ness didn’t hold up. Matinees de- 
cidedly off. About $1,900. 

Novelty (1,100; 25) (Crawford). 
Art Higgins and “Follytown Maids” 
first half and “Getting On in the 
Movies” secon" helf, slightly below 
previous week, though second bill of 
week best since company came here, 
six weeks ago. Under $2,000. 

Best (750; 20) (Lawrence). Al 
Russell and “Come-On Girls” 
onened first of week to much less 
than expected, but held steadier 
later, making total of slightly 
under $700, 


Word for Talker Needed 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The industry unwittingly is 
groping for a short, even if an ugly 
word, that will signify synchroniza- 
tion of sound and photographed 
action. 

It was the same way in the early 
days throughout the United States 
when “motion picture” in its four- 
syllabled form appealed to the: mul- 
titude as altogether too long. 
Abroad there was the convenfent 
“cine” for refuge. 

In this country it was the little 
folks supplied the word. 
“Movie” distinctly was the child's 
idea of what the screen meant to 
the masses. “Movie,” in spite of the 
bitter things uttered about it has 
survived. 

“Talkies” and “talker” are already 
in use. 


Beth Brown’s “Applause” 
Another novel by Beth Brown, en- 
titled “Applause,” is reported sold 
to M.-G.-M. for $15,000. 
Story is written 
vaudeville business. 


around the 


$2 FOR SUMMER 


subscription to 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th St., New York City 


$13,000 FOR “GAUCHO” 
AT COLUMBIA, PTLD. 
“Legion,” $15,000 at B’way 


—Portland, $12,000—Orien- 
tal, $7,500—Pan, $10,000 


Portland, Ore., May 22. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Phenomenal success of Boris 
Thomashefsky and his company of 
Yiddish Players was outstanding in 
last week’s business. Thomashefsy 
played two days to almost capacity 
at a $2 top. This is the first road 
show brought in by West Coast on 
its new policy for the Liberty. 
William Cutts, Universal execu- 
tive in this district, has been ap- 
pointed managing director of the 11 
Multnomah suburban theatres from 
which Bob White retired as presi- 
dent last week. U now has a firm 
grip on the suburban business here 
and in other northwest cities. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Portland (Publix-W. C.) (3,500; 
35-60)—‘‘She’s a Sheik” (Par). Good 
comedy picture; Publix unit; “Fast 
Mail” did $12,000. 


Broadway (W. C.) (35-60)—“Le- 
gion of the Condemned” (Par). F. 
& M.’s “Dance Paintings” stage 
unit; got $15,000. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 
“Honor Bound” (Fox). 
above five acts; $10,000. 
Oriental (Tebbett’s) (2,700; 35-50). 
Billed as a double feature program, 
“Stand and Deliver” (Pathe) and 
“Little Snow White,” latter splendid 
screening of fairy tale; stage show 
was Billy’s Hawaiians; $7,500, bad. 
Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,200; 35- 
50). Third week of “Patent Leather 
Kid” (F. N.), still going strong; 
Salvatore Santaella and orchestra; 
$6,500. 

Columbia (U) (1,200; 650-75)— 
“The Gaucho” (U. A.). Opened run 
with raised prices and suspended 
pass list; exploitation good; $13,000. 
Heilig (Henry Duffy Players) (2,- 
000; 25-$1.25)—“The Masquerader.” 
Fine performance, but receipts failed 
to rise from low level; play done 
here several times in recent years; 
$5,000. 

Liberty (W. C.) (2,000; 50-$2.20). 
Boris Thomashefsky and Yiddish 
players. Two-day stand to great 
business; return engagement next 
month; about $4,000 in two days. 


“RAMONA,” $21,800, ST. L. 
“Lady Be Good” $15,900 and “Betsy” 
$16,200—‘Mad Hour” $29,600 


35-50)— 
Featured 


St. Louis, May 22. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,000,000) 

Weather: Rain Early, Then Fair. 

With a warm and fair week-end 
and a rainy Monday the picture 
houses got off to a none too flatter- 
ing start last week. Splendid at- 
tractions at the big houses and lack 
of opposition from the legit, closed 
for the summer, sort of evened 
things up later in the week. 7 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,300: 25-35-65).— 
“Ramona” (U. A.) and Nat Nazarro, 
Jr., m. ¢c., on stage. Dolores Del 
tio’s popularity is gaining here by 
leaps. Nazarro, Jr., with stage sup- 
port aided not a little to draw; 
$21,800. 

Ambassador (Skouras downtown) 
(3,000; 35-65).—“Mad Hour” (F. N.) 
and Ed Lowry on stage. Ed Lowry 
put another good week across with 
dandy stage show; $29,600. 

Missouri (Skouras uptown) (3,- 
800; 35-65).—‘‘Lady Be Good” (F. 
N.) and Freddie Barnard, m. ec. Piec- 
turization of stage success of same 
name instantaneous hit with public 
and press; unusual and worthy of 
unusual mention; $15,900. 

Grand-Central (Skouras Vita up- 
town) (1,700; 50-75).—“@lorious 
Betsy.” Called best Vita produc- 
tion in which Conrad Nagel and 
Dolores Costello have been cast to- 
gether. Al Jolson, in some of his 
old songs, and other short scenes 
also pleased crowds; $16,200. 

Capitol (Downtown bandbox 
house).—“Port of Missing Girls.” 
Warning-to-the-gals picture did so 
well at little playhouse held over 
and may remain longer; 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65).—“Honor 


Bound” and vaude, led by Nick 
Lucas. This primarily vaude house, 
only big vaude theatre remaining 


open since withdrawal of Orpheum 
for warm months, had good week. 


Reviews didn’t give picture much; 


FAMOUS THE WORLD OVER 

The fame of BEN REILLY’S 
ARROWHEAD INN has spread to 
the four corners of the globe as a 
place where the epicure finds de- 
light and the seeker of divertisse- 
ment is always content. 


,MEYER DAVIS’ ORCHESTRA, 
under direction of Ben Glaser, fea- 
turing John D’Allesandro, now fur- 
nishes the songs and dance melodies 
that entertain the discriminating 
patrons of this world-famous res- 
taurant located on the outskirts of 
New York City. 


“LEGION,” $13,200 IN 
AIR FILM WK., SEATTLE 


“Tenderloin,” $9,750 — “Ac- 
tress,” $12,800 at Big House 
—Pan Bown to $5,500 


Seattle, May 22. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather: Warm and Clear 
Tough show weather, the kind 
that makes the fans flock to the 
beaches and highways. Town was 
overloaded with air dramas. Fifth 
Avenue had “Legion of the Con- 
demned@” and the Winter Garden 
showed “Aflame in the Sky.” The 
former, together with Jack Waldron 
as its new m. c., was the only house 
to come threugh with flying colors 
on the hot week. House looks like 
it will, in time, become the best 
money-maker in town. 

Orpheum is way off with it’s 
combo policy. Would not surprise 
the wise ones if this new $1,500 
temple shuts its doors soon for the 
summer. House has been dropping 
anywhere between $3,000 and $4,000 
weekly. New Seattle is another 
weak sister. Publix has sent Lou 
Lazar, high-pressure theatre man- 
ager, here to siraighien out the 
Northwest situation. 

Pantages is another house taking 
it on the chin. Operating on a low 
overhead, using five or six acts, to- 
gether with a Fox picture, Pan is 
nevertheless on the lookout for a 
new house either by purchase or 
erection. “Wings” opened Monday 
at legit scale. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fifth Ave. (W. C.) (2,700; 25-60) 
“Legion of the Condemned” (Par). 
Picture pulled; second week of 
Jack Waldron big; $13,200. 

Seattle (W-C-Publix) (3,000; 25- 
50)—“The Actress” (M-G). Picture 
no draw here; Publix’s “Snapshots” 
liked; did $12,800. 

United Artists (W-C-U A) (1,800; 
25-60)—“Garden of Eden” (U. A.). 
Didn’t mean a thing; originally in 
for run, but moved out after a week; 
$5,200. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50- 
75)—“Tenderloin” and Vita (W. B.). 
After completing a record-breaking 
first week, picture still continues to 
pull; possibility of running three or 
four weeks; Vita acts popular, as 
well as Movietone; $9,750. 

Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-50)— 
“Nevada” (Par). Typical Zane Grey 
picture; held special mats for kids 
who were admitted free, if they 
would present an old felt hat at the 
door; house slipping; $5,100. 

Winter Garden (U) (750; 25)— 
“Aflame in the Sky” (F-B-O). Avia- 
tion film just one of those things; 
big campaign helped a little; house 
soon becomes first run; Newman 
has bought a block of F. N. pietures 
turned down by West Coast: $2,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (1,500; 25-65)— 
“Thief in the Dark” (Fox). Pro- 
gram well liked; $5,500. 

Orpheum (Orph) (2,700; 25-50)— 
“Skinner’s Big Idea” (U). Wolf is 
already waiting outside; $7,500. 


Roach’s Talking Shorts 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Hal Roach is arranging with the 
Electrical Research Company for a 
license to install a sound device in 
his studio. 

Roach is the first short comedy 
producer to negotiate or plan to 
combine the two-reel comedies with 
sound, 

Ninety per cent. of the Roach 
contract players have had previous 


stage experience. 


(1,980; 25-35). 


CLARA BOWLS OVER K. C. 
AGAIN WITH $23,000 
“Hold ’Em Yale,” $17,500 at 


Mainstreet—Dix Film on 
Split Wk., $3,500 


Kansas City, May 22. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Rain and Fair 

Clara Bow is the best bet on the 
screen so far as Kansas City is con- 
cerned. She and her picture, “Red 
Hair,” were the Midland’s come-on 
last week, and they came. 

The Newman, with its split week 
and stronger pictures, is slowly 
building patronage, although last 
week was several hundred below the 
preceding one, due to the heavy 
draw of “Red Hair” at the other 
Loew house. 

Isis, destroyed by fire several 
months ago, reopened Saturday un- 
der the Universal banner’ with 
“Partners in Crime.” It nw has a 
modern cooling plant installed. 
House under the direction of 
Mickey Gross, and Bud Smith is at 
the organ. 

Starting Sunday the Uptown, Uni- 
versal’s big new first-run suburban, 
changes from a split-we«’s policy to 
a full week, with “Love and Learn” 
as the feature and stage show. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s Midland—“Red Hair” (4,- 
000; 25-35-50)—When the “It” girl 
goes up the lights over a local house 
the employees know they are in for 
a workout. Last week no exception. 
“Red Hair” had holdouts early for 
the first time in weeks. Stage show, 
“Roman Nights,” good, and entire 
bill, on entertainment, voted best of 
season; $23,000. 

Mainstreet (Orph)—“Hold ’Em 

Yale” (3,200; 25-50). Rod La Rocque 
has made better pictures than this 
collegiate, but it is full of action, 
the hero wins the football game, and 
what more could the flappers want? 
Stage show built up and around 
Harlan Christie, m. c., returning 
from a month’s absence. Hale and 
Derry, local radio entertainers, did 
big stage show. House holding up 
consistently; $17,500. 
Pantages— ‘Honor Bound” (2,200; 
25-50)—Manager Louis Charnisky 
knows kind of flickers his regulars 
like, and he feeds them on thrillers 
and comedy. “Honor Bound” fitted 
nicely, and even reviwers had good 
words for it. Vaudeville and regu- 
lar weekly installment of singing 
contest, Business not so good; 
$7,200. 

Newman (Loew) — “Easy Come, 
Easy Go,” ist half; “Skirts,” 2d half 
First time a Richard 
Dix picture ever here for less than a 
week on first run. Sid Chaplin 
farce also. Two nights of rain first 
half reduced total gross; $3,500. 

Liberty (Ind) — “Ladybird” and 
“Braveheart” (1,000; 25-35). While 
“Ladybird” picture advertised as 
first showing in U. S., it is an old 
one, with Ruth Stonehouse and 
Betty Compson. Other feature Rod 
LaRoecque and Sally Rand; $1,200. 

Uptown’s split-week offering, 
“Scarlet Love” first half and “Mati- 
nee Idol” last half. 

Globe screened ‘‘Dog of Regiment” 
between the shows of the Bridge 
Players on stage. 


Take-a-Chance Saved 
Uptown, Toronto, $11,000 


Toronto, May 20. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Weather: Fair and Warm 

“Take a Chance Week” at the 
Uptown, ace house for FP, showed 
Jack Arthur to be a real showman 
when the breaks were against him 
and put the house at almost $11,000, 
real money in this daylight saving 
town the week before spring racing 
starts. 

Elsewhere business was bad, al- 
though Loew’s held up strong at 
$9,500 in a house cut from 2,300 
to 1,541 seats by fire, and Clare 
Appel had $9,000 with “Lady Raf- 
fles” at the Hip. 

Neighborhoods had _ occastonally 
tried “Take a Chance Week” with 
the feature being the film. Main 
stem houses were afraid to take a 
chance on take a chance. But when 
the censors hung tip “Chicago” and 
there wasn’t much else left except 
a couple of Richard Dix efforts Ar- 
thur decided to plunge on stage 
show and keep the picture a secret. 

Sam de Pass had the publicity 
job and it was a wow. Jack and 
Florence Rogge put the show to- 
gether and it was a wow too. Even 
the doorman took part singing a 
couple of neat ballads in uniform. 
Wow number three came at the b. 
o. where the s. r. 0. sign was dusted 
off for the evenings. If matinees 
had held up it would have been a 
real week. 

The big Pantages house has not 
been going strong past several 
weeks, although the big bosses find 
trouble spotting the reason. It was 
felt that when Loew's had to cut 


down because of fire this nearby 
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Tenderloin’ 
‘Jazz Singer’ and 
‘Speedy in Wash. 


Washington, May 22, 

(Estimated White Pop., 450,000) 

Weather: Warm Spotty Rains 

Everybody registered a drup last 
week with the exception of the Met-« 
ropolitan with thes Vitaphoned 
“Tenderloin.” The novelty of thig 
one had them all talking, bringing 
business in excess 0 Lloyd’s 
“Speedy” and even Al Jolson’s “Jazz 
Singer,” likewise Vitaphoned, did 
on its first week. 

Gilda Gray’s “Devil Dancer” and 
Publix “Kat Kabaret” (stage) were 
among those taking the drop. The 
fair second week of “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh” at the other Loew house, 
the Columbia, does not come under 
that classification, however, as the 
picture met slow response even on 
its first week. Unusual for Chaney, 
Appearances too close together is 
credited with drop. 

Reginald Denny, who has always 
meant money here, could not pull 
them down to the Rialto last week 
with house forced to take entire 
blame. Picture got all manner of 
good notices with. Denny and the 
new youngster star, Jane La Verne, 
given unstinted praise. 

Irene Franklin on stage along 
with Irene Rich on screen at the 
Fox failed to stem the town’s down- 
ward trend. But at that week only 
a few thousand under the preced- 
ing and on a par, in relative takings, 
with the others, excepting the Met. 
Earle went back to previous totals 
after a splurge the preceding week 


with “Ladies Night in a Turkish 
Bath.” “Fifty-fifty Girl’ couldn’t 
hold it up. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Columbia (Loew) “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh” (M-G-M) (1,232; 35-50). 
Much more expected on first week 
and likewise on second when gross 
ran Well under $6,000. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Fifty- 
Fifty Girl” and “Venetian Nights,” 
Stanley stage unit (2,244; 35-50). 
Considerably under preceding week, 
maybe not even the former $7,000 
grosses of past several weeks. 

Fox (Fox) “Silver Slave” (War- 
ner Bros.), and Irene Franklin with 
Stebbins presentation on stage (3,<- 
434; 35-50-75). Feature praised 
with final count looking to be just 
over $20,000; below previous week. 
Met (Stanley-Crandall) “Tendere 
loin” (Vitaphone) (1,518; 35-50). 
Real spurt on week and on come. 
parative basis best money getter 
going almost to $14,000. 

Palace (Loew) ‘Devil Dancer” 
(U. A.) and Publix’s “Kat Kabaret” 
on stage with Wesley Eddy (2,3654] 
35-50). Unless weather, Gilda Gray 
should have held things up to high 
level of house; as it was, ran just 
above $16,000, low. 

Rialto (U) “That’s My Daddy” 
(U) (1,917; 35-50). Off town’s main 
stem, has now gotten so that even 
Denny can’t draw them in; possibly 
$3,500. 


house would shoot ghead but $7,000 
is getting near the danger line and 
that is all “The Yellow Lily” could 
drag in. Some big stuff is coming 
to this one soon, 

“King of Kings” never got into 
its stride this week but will be 
held at least one more and should 


}improve due to word of mouth. 


Canadian Educational Films are 
looking after the DeMille special 
and the publiicty job has been good, 
Looks like $5,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Uptown (FP) “Take a Chance 
Week” (3,000; 30-60). Picture was 
“Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) but 
kept a secret in advertising because 
Dix has no draw here. Stage ef- 
fort smartest picture house stuff 
ever spotted here. Went $11,000 to 
lead town, eased up despite weak 
matinees. 

Loew’s “Night of Mystery” (Par). 
Stage show here also good. Far 
ahead of average. With seats in 
winter garden 1,541 rather than 2,- 
300, downstairs business not ex- 
pected to be any wow. Good at 
$9,500. 

Hip (FP) “Lady Raffles” (30-60). 
Showed real strength for this season 
at $9,000. Probably best matinee 
trade in town and should do better 
when it gets hot enough for them 
to drop in and cool off. Organ re- 
citals in show and via radio big 
help. 

Pantages (I'P) “The Yellow Lily” 
(FN) (3,300; 30-60). Show seems 
to be there but audience isn’t. Weak 
at $7,000. No particular reason for 
slump but in a big house like this 
it causes viewings With alarm. = 

Tivoli (FP) “Sadie Thompson 
(UA) (1,400; 30-60). Another one 
took it on jaw and sagged to $3,500. 
This gives the high and low record 
on present season to United Artists. 
Chaplin went $14,000 with “The 
Circus.” 

Princess (Erlanger) “King oF 
Kings.” Ballyhoo stuff didn’t he!DP. 


Opening week not promising. Held 
over, About $5,000, 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Old Chaplin Shorts Cut for 


Release as Travestied Serial 


“Perils of Patrick” in 10 Chapters with Charlie Chap- 
lin Billing—Many Old Comedy Favorites 


“Perils of Patrick” is to be the 
title of a Charlie Chaplin serial in 
10 episodes, two reels each, that 
Harry Aitken has had cut down 
with continuity from 31 old Chaplin 
short comics. 

it’s an innovation for pictures. 
Another is that in the cutting for 
length and continuity a twist has 


been given the serial which makes 


it a travesty on the “Perils of Paul- 
ine” kind of meller serials. 

No distributor has been settled 
upon by Aitken, although it is said 
the completed Chaplin serial is now 
in readiness to preview. 

Many film favorites who appeared 
in Chaplin's support of those days, 
the pictures dating back to around 
1919 or before. Particularly are 
Mabel Normand, Fatty Arbuckle 
and Syd Chaplin amongst the other 
funmakers. There is said to be 
some apprehension by the Chaplin 
old-day players as to how they will 
appeal to their present public in 
what is expected to be an old-fash- 
foned picture dress of yesteryear. 

Aitken, who came into possession 
of the Chaplin stuff when purchas- 
ing the old Triangle prints at auc- 
tion, may send the scrial into the 
first runs, with special foreign play 
given to it. Aitken formed Trian- 
gle, but when t suspended lost in- 
terest until the opportunity came up 
to make the auction purchase of 
the prints. In that way he secured 
over 2,000 full length Triangle fea- 
ture pictures. 

Triangle when organized had 
many of the better !"nown stars of 
that time, and several are still 
prominent. It was a formation not 


‘unlike the present United Artists in 


scope, but, unlike U. A., did not live. 


Katz Donates $100,000 


Chicago, May 22. 

Sam Katz, president of Publix 
Theatres and one of the founders 
of the subsidiary Balaban & Katz 
circuit here, has donated $100,000 
to the Marks Nathan orphanage of 
Chicago. 

This is believed the most impor- 
tant charitable donation ever made 
by a Chicago theatrical man. Katz 
made a special trip here from New 
York to attend a recognition ten- 
dered him by local charity workers 
@t the Stevens hotel May 20. 


K-A-O Men in Chi 
Chicago, May 22. 
J. J. Murdock, Pat Casey and Jos. 
P. Kennedy were in the city yes- 
terday. They attended the Pathe 
Sales convention here 
Kennedy may have left yesterday, 
but Messrs, Murdock and Casey 
may remain a day or so longer, 
Kennedy reached Chicago last 
Wednesday morning, leaving New 
York on Tuesday, it is said, within 
45 minutes after the Albee-K-A-O 
Stock deal had been closed Ken- 
nedy came on to attend the FBO 
Sales convention. 


King-Wray Marriage 
Angeles, May 22. 
Bradley King Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer scenarist, and John Griffith 
Wray, motion picture director, are 
to be married on June 2 


Los 


Wray was recently given a final 
decree of divorce from his first 
Wife. 

The couple are going to Furope 


on their honeymoon. 


Anita Page as Star 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
grooming Anita Page 

after appearing in 
lead roles opposite Wil- 
faines and Lon Chaney. 
Page also appeared in one 
three featured roles of 


Daughters’ made by 


M-G-M is 
for stardom 
feminine 
liam 

Miss 
of the 
“Dancing 
M-G-M 


Milt Gross Falls 


Milt Gross 
“World” 
“Nize 
for the 
family. 


Sunday 

“Gross Exaggerations” and 
Baby” departed this week 
Vest Coast with his entire 
vig He will write at least one 
Original story for M-G-M 


creator of the 


The Speaking Voice 


Amelia Summerville, who re- 
tired from the stage about 15 
years ago, has just had her 
book on “The Speaking Voice” 
published by the Avondale 
Press. 


AND 
STAGE SHOWS 


Reported Names for U.A. 
Stages Sought 


Los Angeles, Muay 22. 

United Artists Theatres of which 
Joseph M. Schenck is the head, will, 
it is said, shortly embark into the 
field of stage entertainment to be 
used in conjunction with the sale 
of features in the houses operated 
by them. 

Schenck has always been opposed 
to stage entertainment accompany- 
ing the screen feature. When the 
United Artists theatre opened here 
at first it did so without prolog or 
stage presentation. Upon Hugo 
Riesenfeld coming to the coast, at- 
mospheric scenes were put on with 
animation. When the “Gaucho” 
opens at the United Artists here this 
week Lupe Velez, former Fanchon 
and Marco girl who played the lead 
with Douglas Fairbanks in the pic- 
ture, is to appear in the stage en- 
tertainment. 

Lou Anger, general manager of 
United Artists Theatres, recently 
offered $40,000 and tuinsporation for 
Sousa and his band to appear at 
the local United Artists house for 
four weeks. Other big drawing 
names are being sought by Anger, it 
is said, for various houses operated 
by his company. 


Kaufman’s Breakdown 
Paris, May 22. 
Albert Kaufman has been taken 
to the American hospital here suf- 
fering from a nervous breakdown. 
Last report was that he was 
gressing favorably. 
Kaufman's return to New York 
at the end of June and thence to 
the coast to be Jesse Lasky’s execu- 


pro- 


Spence’s $3,500 Titler 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Ralph Spence has a contract with 
M-G-M to title 26 feature pictures 
on the new program. 

Spence's old contract with M-G 
expired when he finished titling 
“Excess directed b) 
James Cruze. 

Spence is reported to be receiving 
$3,500 a picture. 


tive assistant, had been reported. 
Lasky is due in Paris in «a short } 
time. 


3 Sailing Vessels on 
High Seas for Film 


Los Angeles, May 232. 

The revamping of three large sail- 
ing vessels to reproduce the battle- 
ships used in the 17th century has 
been completed at the Craig ship- 
building yards in San Pedro. 

They will be used in filming the 
battle scenes for ““‘The Divine Lady,” 
now being produced by First Na- 
tional, with Corinne Griffith starring. 
A company of .several hundred 
people will sail the high seas to ob- 
tain the necessary scenes and will 
be gone for three weeks. 

Frank Lloyd is directing. 


PERSONAL FREELANCE P.A. 


Annoy Producers—Contract Clause 
j May Follow 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Motion picture executives are 
again ready to take action on free 
lance press agents planting er- 
roneous reports relative to people 
under contract. 

The executives’ chief complaint 
is that much of their time is taken 
up by reporters trying to verify 
wild rumors. 

In the event over-zealous press 
agents continue this unethical prac- 
tice of copping space, a revision in 
contracts will be made, whereby it 
will be a breach of contract to em- 
ploy personal press agents. 


Titlebaum Suicide 


San Antonio, May 22. 

William Titlebaum of Pittsburgh, 
known in picture trade in New York, 
committed suicide in Mexico City 
Saturday. He took poison and then 
shot himself. 

Titlebaum had been trying with- 
out success to promote a picture en- 
terprise in Mexico. 

Remains were taken in charge by 
the American Embassy. 


10th Co-Star Film 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
When Mary Astor and Lloyd 
Hughes complete their work in 
“Heart to Heart,” First National, it 
will make their 10th consecutive 
co-starring picture and incidentally 
terminate their contracts with the 
organization. 
Hughes’ was to have expired a 
the finish of his last picture, ‘“‘The 
Three-Ringed Marriage,” but was 
carried over to meet Miss Astor’s 
closing time, with the finish of 
“Heart to Heart.” 


Fox Lot Set Burned 


Los Angetes, May 22. 
Defective wiring of generators 
was blamed for a fire that ruined 
a $100,000 set on the Fox lot. The 
set was being used in “We Gang- 
sters,”” directed by Raoul Walsh. 
Actors and others had to flee for 
their lives. A three-alarm fire 
| brought out half the apparatus in 
Los Angeles. 


DORIS KENYON EXPENSIVE 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

The signing of Maria Corda to 
play the lead opposite Milton Sills 
'in his next picture for First Na- 
| tional is evidence that the latter no 
longer favors Doris Kenyon to play 
opposite her husband. 

This is attributed to the high 
salary demanded by Miss Kenyon, 
which 
‘that which Sills receives. 


As trade information, to help d 
eliminate confusion between the ¢ 
data might be preserved. 

Western Electric through i 
Products, Inc., J. 


General Electric Co. and 
to be confused witno Western 
Corporation of America, 

R. C. A. controls the R. C. A 
David Sarnoff is president 
of 

Of Western Electric’s mo 
ner Brothers; Movietone is 
the trade name of the Paraniount, 


| OF 


ion pi 


origina 


using the disk re 
with the Victor Talking Musc 
Photophone is still im p: 
with FBO as the probable 
Photophene's 
Electric’s Movietone and Vita 


hine 


picture 


Data on Talkers for Trade 


Western Electric and General Electric are competitive companies. 
fF. Otterson, president, 195 Broadway, controls the 


Vitaphone, Movietone and Firnatone talkers. 
Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co. (not 


. of Photophone and vice-president 


First National has created its own trade talker name as Firnatone, 
ording principle of Vitaphone, through affiliation 


installation cost is from $14,009 to $15,000; 
phone from $9,000 to $24,000, 


istinguish the various talkers and 
lifferent electrical companies, this 


ts subsidiary, Electrical Research 


tric) are affiliated with the Radio 


*hotophone, Inc., subsidiary of 


ture activities, Vitaphone is War- 
lly Fox-Case Corp.’s and now also 
United Artists and M-G-M talkers. 


Co, for the recordings. 

of being readied for the market, 
production affiliaton. 

Western 


is understood to be close to} 


| 


Otterson, W. E., Not Strong 
On Talkers’ Interchanging 


+ 
bd | In line with Variety's statement 
a er meer liast week, quoting Elmer E. Bucher 
| ot Photophone, that all tilm talking 
| apparatus is) being manufactured 
}with standard equipment for uni- 
Answers Queries | versal use, J. BK. Otterson, speaking 
for Movictone und Vitaphone, in 


On Movietone 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
The owner of a 500-seat theatre 
will pay $8,500 for installation of 
an equipment like that of Movie- 
tone, declared a Fox expert in an- 
swer to a question from a writer 


attending the showing in the studio | 


theatre extended to a committee of 


the Academy of the Motion Picture | 


Arts and Sciences. The prices vary 
according to size of theatre. 


The committee had witnessed a 
two-hour exhibition of Movietone 
subjects and had been asked for 


questions at the conclusion of the 
performance. 
it was state@ among other things 
that 10 days are required to install 
the apparatus. 

As to the possibility of shutting 
out any undesirable or unwanted 
sounds it was explained the micro- 
phone is an ear, and from its hear- 
ing nothing may be masked. 

It is out of the question to place 
microphones about the auditorium 
of a large theatre in order to in- 
sure the patrons hearing distinctly 
the less robust voices. Edward Kaw, 
the engineer, answering, declared 
voices coming from a point other 
than behind the screen would sacri- 
fice the illusion. 

Where explosions are tuo take place 
the microphone must not be placed 
too near the point of danger or it 
will be wrecked and the record lost. 

In preparing the set-up for a news 
weekly shot, from 10 to 20 minutes’ 
time is required to install the ap- 
paratus, which weighs about 1% 
tons. The speed of photographing 
synchronized shots must be uniform 
with the projection, both being es- 
tablished at 90. The camera, like 
the projector to follow, is impelled 
by motor. 

No Print Limit . 

Film may be broken in the labora- 
tory for convenience of handling, 
but it must be done carefully, al- 
though a couple of frames probably 
won't be missed. 

Attention was called to the fact 
that some of the screen's speakers 
seemed to shift their position or be 
suddenly changed a few inches. It 
was explained that this came in the 
process of cutting down the length 
of the speech. The cutter had used 
the scissors when he had noted the 
speaker pausing to take breath, but 
when the speech came back to the 
record it was probable the speakr 
bad slightly changed his original 
position. 

Two 
same as in a 


cameras may be used the 
straight picture, one 
for long shot and one for close-up. 
As to the number of prints that may 
be tuken from one negative there 
is no limit. 

The news program had been de- 
signed to illustrate to members of 
the Academy what progress had 
been made by Movictone as one of 
the sound-recording devices. The 
subjects ranged in geography from 
the west coast of the United States 
into Europe. 


The only subject approaching the 
dramatic was the singing by Raquel 
Meller of “The Song of the Torea- 


dois Wife,” powerfully done. There 


| were practically no subjects with 
| dialog, 
| General Manager Winfield R. 
Shechan delegated James Ryan to 
Arrange the showing. A formal vote 
of thanks was extended by the com- 
mittee 
Russian “Elms” 
Mugen O'Neill's “Desire Under 
the Icims” has been filmed by a 
ovie State movie company. The 
j film version, just released, bears the 
} tit] AN Wor nm From the Fair.” 


Newman Leaves Columbia 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Krank L. Newman found the pro- 
duction end of the business not so 
After one week as busi- 
for Harry Cohn at 
out. 
was reporting us invest- 


79,909 in the 


attractive 

ness manager 

Coiumbia he is 
Newman 


> 


sans company, 


In response to these ! 


competition with Photcphone, states 
that the Western Electric Co. does 


not favor this) interchangeability. 
Otterson maintains that W. E.'s 
subsidiary, the Eleetrieal Kesearch 


Products, specialiv manufactures its 
machines for Movietone and Vita- 
phone productions. 

However, if exhibitors want to 
chance this interchangeability, says 
Otterson, it is up to them. He does 
not affirm that Rh. A. C. Photophone 
talkers Will not reproduce on Movie- 
‘tone but points out that while other 
records play well om a Victor talk- 
ing mactine, for example, naturally 
the Viclor disks are especially 
recommended for Victor machines 

The Movictuned interview 
was a stunt staved by P. L. Thom- 
son, pul:lic relations’ counsel for 
Western Hleetric, on behalf of Ot- 
terson. The latter formally issued 
a statement to the press on Para- 
mount, M-G-M and United Artists 
soing Movietone, Otterson’s ad- 
dress to the press representatives 
and the latter's interrogations were 
caught on the talking screen. 

Monday afternoon at the Fox 
studios the press was «gain in- 
vited to see and hear themselves 
as they and sound on the 
sereen. 


first 


appear 


Official Investigation 
Of Foreign Propaganda 


Washington, May 22. 

A Congressional investigation is 
getting set to delve into the present 
method of distributing foreign 
propaganda throughout the U. 8S. by 
foreign made films. 

Though the investigation may not 
get underway until the coming ses- 
sion those who are gathering the 
material for the opening move say 
that it will be very thorough when 
it does break. 


Gilda Finally Paid 
Chicago, May 22. 


after causing cone 
Cooney 


Gilda Gray, 
siderable disturbance at 
brother's Capitol, finally drew her 
salary which that house withheld 
for several days as a disciplinary 
measure, She is now being booked 
by Bill Parent's Chicago office. 

After an engagement at Madison, 
Wis., Loew's St. Louis and several 
other picture house dates, Miss Gray 
will leave for the coast to make her 
next independent picture. 


A Laemmle Acting 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


Beth Lacminie, niece of Carl 
Laemmile and sister to KMdward 
Laemmile, director, is to have her 
first opportunity to act before the 
camera in support of Glenn Tryon 
jin “Leave It to Me,” now being di- 
rected by William Craft for Uni- 


versal. 


Miss Liaemmile is 17 years old and 


a professional dancer. She has 
heretofore doubled for many of the 
big stars in difficult dancing tnum- 
bers. 


Stahl as Director 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

John M. Stahl, production head 
of the Tiffany-Stahl Studios, will 
turn director next month for the 
first of a series of four stories on 
the new program. 

The first will be “Supho,” with 
the cost estitaated at sround $190,- 
000. The T-S contracts for tne 
coming season provide that Stahi 
personally direet four pictures, be- 
sides supervising the 


tire product. 


Corliss Palmer’s Name 
Corliss Palmrer desertbe heopself 


in her contract with Universal for 
a part in that company’s “Tire Man 
Disturber” as Blondelle Malone, Her 
role, incidentaliy, Is slauted for that 
ot a blonde woman 

The company under howe 
ever that the change of moniker is 
perr 


| | | 
| 
| | 
| | a 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
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| | 


10 ‘VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


From 400 to 500 F oreign 
Pictures Made Abroad in 28- 2 
Cutting Down U.S. Grosses 


With the quick, enforced rise of 
@omestic picture production in Eu- 
ropean countries, under the pro- 
tection of and in some cases sub- 
‘ized by their governments, 
American-made pictures may suf- 
fer a sharp drop in exhibition in 
France, Germany, England and 
other countries within the next 
year. 

While the quota restrictions are 
not in themselves prohibitive to ex- 
portation of American pictures the 
interchange among European coun- 
tries multiplies the reduction of 
available play dates. Importation of 
French, English and Russian films 
by Germany and France, England 
and Russia operating similarly will 
result in the reduction of play dates 
for American productions. 

It is estimated by executives cog- 
nizant with the foreign field that 
approximately 500 pictures will be 
made in Europe next year. From 
100 to 120 films are scheduled for 
production in England, 200 to 250 
in Germany, 100 in France and 75 
split up in Russia, Sweden, Italy, 
Spain, ete. 

Some of these pictures are being 
made mainly for the purpose of get- 
ting quota permits and may be 
shelved since not intended for ex- 
hibition. It is estimated that 300 
pictures will be put on the market 
with sales pressure for exhibition. 
Approximately 200 miscellaneous 
foreign pictures will be on the mar- 
ket in each territory formerly en- 
tirely open to American product. 

Considering that the majority of 
Europe’s 30,000 picture houses are 
limited in seating capacity it seems 
possible that native product may 
have a chance at low rentals, 

Average cost of production in Eu- 
rope, excepting American companies 
producing there is much lower than 
over here. 

Rapid expansion of the picture 
industry abroad will locate em- 
ployment for two or three thou- 
sand European actors now working 
in various ends of show business 
there, pending the development of 
younger talent more adaptable for 
pictures, 


‘MAGNOLIA’ ROLE VACANT 


Zita Johann, Engaged for U’s “Show 
Boat,” Must Go with Hopkins 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Zita Johann cannot create the 
role of Magnolia in the Universal 
screen production of “The, Show 


Boat.” She had been signed for the 
part by Harry Pollard, director, 
when word came from New York 


that Arthur Hopkins has her under 
contract for a stage production to 
be made in August. 

Tests of voice, figure and looks 
were made by Miss Johann for sev- 
eral weeks when the U officials, who 
have been looking for some one to 
play the part, thought she was ideal. 
With Hopkins taking her over, U 
will have to get another girl who 
can sing and look good, as the syn- 
chronization process will be used 
for one-third of the picture. 


Langdon and Direction 


Harry Langdon, according io his 


Jocal representative, is consummat- 
ing negotiations with one of the 
producing companies for his ser- 
vices as a- star. The privileges 
which he enjoyed with First Na- 


tional will end with his new connec- 
tion, it is said. 
If Langdon 


is taken on he will 


fubmit to direction and will have 
practically nothing to say about his 
stories. 


Clara Eases Up Pop 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Robert Bow, father of Clara Bow, 
Paramount screen star, has given 
up his cleaning and dying business. 
His daughter figured it too sirenu- 
ous for her pater. 
She sold the business and has 
estublished her father in a restau- 
rant, the Vista Cafe, Hollywood. 


U Film on L. 
Universal's “Girl on the Barge,” 
to be made in the east, will also 
utilize Paramount’s Long Island 
studio for interiors. 
The studio is being gotten ready 
to bandle, ‘talkers,” 


20 Pct. Birth Edge 


A report recorded in “Publix 
Opinion,” Publix confidential 
house organ, is that Will J. 
Harris, producer of Balaban & 
Katz shows in Chicago, has 
won several new hats. Shortly 
after the announcement of 
blessed events in the homes of 
Max Balaban, Bennie Kreuger, 
Louis R. Lipstone and David 
Lipton, it developed that Harris 
had wagered a hat it would be 
a boy in each case and he 
called the turn four times. 
Harris says he has a system, 
basing his play on statistics, 
indicating that 20 percent more 
boys are born annually than 
girls. 

Investigation revealed that 
David Lipton was mentioned 
in error, being 18¢ years old 
and unmarried. 


Von Stroheim on FBO Film 


Eric Von Stroheim has several 
more pictures to make before his 
contract with Pat Powers will ex- 
pire. To fill in the gap of time be- 
tween “The Wedding March” and 
the next special which he will turn 
out for Paramount release, Powers 
has loaned Von to FBO to direct 
Gloria Swanson in “The Swamp.” 
He left New York for the Coast 
Monday. 

Celebrity Pictures, Inc., the title 
of a company which Powers or- 
ganized to surround Von Stroheim’s 
contract, may also develop into a 
regular producer with a _ yearly 
schedule. At the present, it has 
functioned for only one picture. 


Arthur Lake Pasties 
Full Lengths to U’s Shorts 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Carl Laemmle is announcing his 
intentions of starring Arthur Lake 
in a series of short comedies to be 
titled “Horace of Hollywood.” 

These pictures were scheduled to 
have started last week but Lake is 
reluctant to accept the assignment 
when he has been billed and fea- 
tured in five-reel features by other 
larger organizations. 

Lake is under a long term con- 
tract to Universal. The young actor 
may continue to hold out for feature 
length pictures. 


“Barge” All East 
Universal will probably make “The 
Girl on a Barge” entirely in the east. 
Ed. Sloman, director, has returned 
after making several locations for 
exteriors along the Erie Canal. 
Plans to shoot the interiors in 
Hollywood may be abondoned, ac- 
cording to advises to the home of- 
fice, where it is said studio space 
at the Fox plant or in one of the in- 
dependent lots in New York will 
probably be rented. 


Pathe Studios, Name | 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

The trade name ,or the Pathe- 
DeMille studios in Culver City is 
to be known from now on as Pathe 
Sttdios. 

All pictures made at this plant 
will be for Pathe Productions, Inc., 
and the pictures personally directed 


as Cc. B. DeMille Productions. 
Fox Men Due In 
Los Angeles, May 22, 

Harold B. Franklin and Winnie 
Sheehan leave for New York to- 
morrow (Wednesday), to confer 
with William Fox on operations of 
circuit and purchase of next sea- 
son’s film product. 


John J. Sullivan, film buyer for 


West Coast, will be in the party. 

W-C EMPLOYEE ENDS LIFE 

Los Angsltes, May 22. 

Harry Mathews, 28, auditor for 
West Coast Theatres, presumably 
ended his life May 15 by taking 
peison. He was unmarried. 

Mathews’ body was found lying 
across a bea by William Searles, a 
friend 


by C. B. DeMille will be identified: 


MARTHA VAUGHN 


Featured Singer with 
Paul Oscard’s “Dancing Feet” 


This week, Metropolitan Theatre, 
Los Angeles. 


Brecher Loses Board Case 


The case of the Merit Film Cor- 
poration versus Leo Brecher came 
up before the Arbitration Board, 
comprising representatives from the 
T. O. C. C. and the New York Film 
Board of Trade and the defendant 
requested an adjournment, notwith- 
standing that the case had been ad- 
journed several times. 

Harry Suchman, attorney, appear- 
ing for Brecher, in asking for the 
adjournment, made the excuse that 
the Sapiro organization, which was 
to handle the Brecher matter, had 
not been fully organized and there- 
fore was not fully familiar with 
the phases, etc. 

The board held that this was no 
excuse and that inasmuch as there 
seemed to be no defense that a 
breach of contract existed and a 
full award was made to Merit for 
something like $500. 


e e 
Chaplin’s “City Lights” 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
The working title of Charlie 
Chaplin’s next picture will be “City 
Lights.” 
Chaplin expects to begin work on 
this about June 1. He is now mak- 
ing tests and assembling his cast. 


“SMOKE BELLEW,” LAVISH 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Dave Thomas, president of First 
Division Pictures of New York, re- 
turned to the home office with a 
print and negative of “Smoke 
Bellew,” one of the many Jack Lon- 
don stories to be made here for 
First Division. 

“Smoke Bellew” was made on a 
lavish scale featuring Conway 
Tearle and Barbara Bedford. 

It was directed by Scott Dunlap. 


MARY-DOUG’S FOREIGN PLAN 
Paris, May 22. 

Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford are sailing for home June 
s. As a preliminary to departure 
they have announced their intention 
to return to France during October 
to do picture work here. 


RABOCH MARRYING 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Al Raboch, director for Tiffany- 
Stahl, will marry Curteen Engler in 
Riverside, Cal., June 3. 

Honeymoon will be spent in Eu- 
rope at the completion of Raboch’s 
present picture. 


Rosengarten Again Pres. 


Dave Rosengarten is again presi- 
dent of the New York Film Board 


Trade. 


He was at the head of the board 
when resigning his connection with 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. That auto- 
matically removed him as the presi- 
dent. 

When Rosengarten engaged as 
manager of Commonwealth it made 
it possible for him to remain as the 
head of the board. 


Gilbert’s “Command to Love” 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
“Command to Love,” which open- 
ed with its New York cast at the 
Belasco last night (Monday), will 
probably be done in pictures by 
John Gilbert. 
Understanding is 


M-G-M 
screen 


that 


holds the option for the 


rights. 


AMUSEMENTS RETREAT 
SLUMP STOCK PRICES 


Maximum Decline of 8 from Paramount’s Peak— 
Stanley Goes Into Wide Break Below 30 


With prices crumbling all around 
yesterday, the amusement stocks 
held up relatively well. The maxi- 
mum decline was about 8 points in 
Paramount from its recent peak, 131 
to 123, at yesterday’s low. Fox 
showed a bold front on support, 
easing to an extreme low of 83 de- 
spite its recent climb from 77 to 
89. Keith-Albee common was held 


relatively unchanged at around 19, 
by clique support apparently, al- 
though its sponsors were not called 
upon to stand off any attack. 
Pathe gave way from around 17 
to 115%, then rallied to better than 
17, similar influences being at work 
here. Both these issues ordinarily 
would have invited a bear drive 
under the circumstances, but the 
workers for the decline were en- 
gaged in bigger game. That logic 
applies in a general way to the 
whole group. With Wright aero- 
nautics crashing from 186 to 167 and 
other over-exploited issues in like 
manner, many groups like the 
amusements escaped attention in 
the melee. 


Stanley’s Break 


Over in Philadelphia Stanley came 
in for a terrific hammering. With 
a turnover around 20,000, following 
ten days of hard pressure, the the- 
atre stock sank below 30 for the 
first time, a total decline from 
around 50 within about a fortnight. 
No explanation is in sight. Fox is 
reported negotiating for a purchase, 
with Paramount seeking to block 
the deal, according to trade infor- 
mation and possibly stepping in 
to forestall its rival. This situation 
ordinarily should make for a strong 
market for the stock. Water in 
Stanley’s capital structure may be 
the answer. 

Heavy selling of Stanley start- 
ed about Wednesday of last week 
with a turnover of around 20,000 
shares not far from 35, and each 
succeeding day carried the retreat 
further. When the New York mar- 
ket began to break late Monday, 
bear pressure increased, taking ad- 
vantage of the situation thus cre- 
ated. That was true of all the out 
of town markets, but no issue show- 
ed the same sensitiveness to selling 
as Stanley. 

The picture of the group at the 
close last night confusing. 
Keith and Pathe, as non-dividend 
payers, should have been a mark 


for the short sellers. So should 


Warner Bros. By contradiction all 
three stood almost unchanged. Loew, 
which presently will pay a 25 per 
cent. extra in stock sagged, while 
Paramount, one of the biggest divi- 
dend payers in the whole stock ex- 
change list, gave way. The paradox 
could be explained only by the plans 
of the cliques working behind the 
different issues. 


Outlook Clouded 


The prospect is equally indefinite, 
It is a truism of drastic market re- 
actions that those issues which re- 
sist the trend most positively at 
first are the ones that, when they 
do break, break widely. It is prob- 
able that the amusements in the 
two days of. the break were not sub- 
jected to a real test of resistance 
powers. What will happen is en- 
tirely a matter of what is in store 
for the whole market, which is any- 
body’s guess. 

Disposition at the moment is to 
look askance at Keith and Pathe 
as a buy because of the approach 
of the dull summer season in the 
theatre for one thing and the pos- 
sibilities for manipulation. For 
purely speculative purposes the two 
stocks look attractive simply be- 
cause they are the cheapest in the 
group. But for that very reason the 
possibilities of attracting manipu- 
lating pools on either side are 
equally are present. Both stocks 
have a long and uncertain road to 
travel before they are back on any- 
thing like an investment basis. 

The whole amusement situation 
at this time is in a more confused 
State than for a long time with 
unlimited potentialities for good or, 
ill lying just ahead—and in the 
meantime there is a long summer 
impending. The best Wall street 
minds are far from made up as to 
the business future; price trends 
even for seasoned securities in the 
months to come are debatable and 
predictions for the amusement is- 
sues, frowned on by the conservae 
tives even when everything is rosy, 
are fruitless, 

In the way of actual news Loew’s 
statement for the 28 weeks up to 
March 11 was not as sensational as 
predicted. It showed operating 
profits of $6,230,995, and net profit 
after depreciation and taxes of $4,- 
423,360. 
for year of 1927 a loss of $2,151,882, 
after drastic charge offs, leaving 
surplus of $902,874, compared to $4,- 
086,342 at the end of 1926. Current 
assets were reported at $10,230,736, 
and current liabilities $3,108,596, 


Summary of dealings for week ending May 18: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


igh. Net 
gh. Low Sales. Issue and rate. High : é b 
45 38% 7,200 American Seat (4) 
186 163 10,000 Eastman Kodak 186 178% 1814 —14% 
109 105% First Nationai Ist Pref. (8).... 106. 
76% 100,800 Fox Class A 89% 86 88 +2 
15% 36,200 Keith-Albee-Orpheum .......... 20 21% +1% 
99 15% 1,700 89 86 86 
2M 500 Metro-Gold-M. pref. (1.89)..... 26% 27 +3 
34 24% 16,000 Madison Square Garden (1%) 34 32% 32% —_ 
11 5 4,300 Motion Picture Cap............. 10} 9% 10% _ 
131 111% 38,500 Paramount-Famous-Lasky (8) 130 125% 126% — 
2 23,000 Pathe Exchange 7 5 64, — 
1% 93% Universal Pictures (8 Ist pref... 9414 +1% 
38% 22 24,800 Warner Bros.................... 581,34 36% 
69% 59% 66 63 64% +1 
CURB 
5% 355 4%; 4% 
25 221, 3,200 Do. pref. (2)... cece 23% 24 —% 
3%, 11% DOG, 19% 19% —2% 
13 21,200 Warner Brom, 2914 247% 28 —1% 
2 1 Wis 2 2 
22% 17% 769,700 Fox. Theatres 382% 27 
BONDS 
101 98% $29,000 Keith 99 983 9, 
113% 106% EMOW GB... cccccces 112 110% 110%, — % 
-02% 99% OB WOR. 101% 100% 100) — % 
91% 50 72 69%, % 
10t_ 98% 33,000 Paramo-nt-Famous-Lasky 6s.... 101 100 100%, + % 
94% 91% 2000 Shubert 9214 92 921, 
KN 5,000 Warner Bros. 6%6............. 7 31; 
$ 117 11315 113" 2% 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Bie aii Quoted in Bid and Asked. 
0 43 Roxy. Clase A (3.50)...... oe 
Philadelphia 
ee oe 13,328 Stanley Co. of Ameriea...... . 35% 31 31 
Chicago 
ee ee 72 72 72 
Los Angeles 
Montreal 
ee 10 Fam. Pl. of Can.... 
St. Louis 


Pathe Exchange reported - 
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PICTURES 


~ Laemmle and the Independents 


By Lou B. Metzger 


(General Sales Manager, Universal Pictures Corp.) 


There is no doubt in my mind 
that this is a crucial year for every 
company in the moving picture 
pusiness in the matter of company 
prestige and picture salesmanship. 
Conditions are changing rapidly, 
new stars are appearing above the 
horizon with a one-picture rush, 
older stars are waning and new con- 
tract specifications are bound to 
cause some misunderstandings and 
uncertainty. 

Furthermore, this is a presidential 
year. In the past. there has been a 
certain amount of uncertainty and 
marking time during a presidential 
election year. 

Nevertheless, taking into account 
all of the conditions which have ob- 
tained this last season and which 
are on the horizon for next season, 
I look forward with the utmost 
confidence to a profitable and en- 
thusiastic year, in which product 
and the opportunity to look before 
you: book is eertain to play a dom- 
inating part. 

No man in the picture business 
realized this situation any more 
thoroughly or prepared for the 


coming season more strenously 
than Carl Laemmle, president of 


Universal Pictures Corporation. Six 
months ago, when he went to Uni- 
versal City, it was ‘with the firm 


conviction that exhibitors were 


ing to depend more and. more upon 
seeing the pictures before they 
booked them, and that individual 
picture bookings were going to be of 
more .importance to i: them than 
buying pictures in groups at a 
wholesale price. 

As in every business, there are 
both types of buyers among pic- 
ture exhibitors—those who want to 
receive the benefit of a relatively 
lower unit price and those who pre- 
fer using their own judgment and 
paying a much higher price for in- 
dividual pictures which meet their 
expert approval. 

Mr. Laemmle has met both con- 
tingencies in the program of 68 fea- 
ture pictures which Universal is 
announcing for the season of 28-29. 
He is making 30 Jewel productions 
of the cast and calibre established 


by Jewel productions in former 
years. 
Naturally enough, Universal's 


four Super pictures are the fore- 


front of its announcement. “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,” after nearly six 
months’ run at the Central, New 


York, and “The Man Who Laughs,” 
which opened at the same theatre, 
are being offered immediately. 
“Show Boat,” which has had more 
publicity than any other title Uni- 
versal ever owned is already in 
production, “Broadway,” for which 
Uhiversal paid $225,000, is all set 
for filming in September. 
Always Independent 

Ever since he started in business, 
Carl Laemmle has had two cardinal 
Principals. In the first place, he 
was an independent. He started as 
an independent exhibitor, he be- 
came an independent exchange man 
and eventually an independent pro- 
ducer and distributor, and he is still 
an independent in all respects as 
he ever was. 

In the second place, he has gone 
far out of his way in proving his 
oft-repeated assertion that he was 
the exhibitor's friend. Scores of in- 
Stances could be cited to prove this 
fact if it were necessary, but it 
isn't necessary. 

Unfortunately there are a great 
many exhibitors who are willing to 
take all that Mr. Laemmile gives 
and return nothing. In many in- 
gaara they have made a mark of 
attitude toward 
had exhibitors come 
and tell me to my 

lat they always booked Uni- 
ee pictures and that Universal 
— always made them a profit 
‘use they got them at their own 


i In other words, they stole 
oe Of course, this happens in 


Sime os where there is little or no 
Seana ppen, and that all too 
we Worth More Money 
frankly, Mr. Laemmile has 
can arg to lay his cards on the 
exhibitors this year. He 
same as every exhibitor 
at Universal pictures have 
nn — receiving the price they 
a een entitled to. It is an un- 
wie commentary on moving 
ieee exploitation that the ex- 
camaee Puts his biggest effort only 
rhe those pictures for which he 
S paid the biggest price. He has 


been content to make the profit on 
Universal pictures that the title and 
minimum advertising alone would 
produce. Mr. Laemmle is going to 
ask an extra effort on advertising 
Universal pictures this year. so that 
exhibitors can make a profit which 
is going to be a revelation to them. 
It will prove to them once for all 
that Universal pictures are worth 
far more money to them from the 
rental standpoint than they have 
been paying in the past. 

Last month, Mr. Laemmle laid his 
cards on the table with exhibitors 
who had booked “We Americans.” 
It had been sold at a regular Jewel 
price, but as soon as the production 
department realized what a won- 
derful production “We Americans” 
could be made, Mr. Laemmle un- 
hestitatingly gave the orders to put 
the money and time into producing 
the picture as it should be produced. 

The result was a great picture, 
far in excess of the negative cost 
which could be grossed on the 
Jewel selling plan. For this reason 
he wrote a straight-from-the-shoul- 
der letter to exhibitors and told 
them that he would deeply appre- 
ciate it if they would increase their 
booking time or the rental price on 
this picture, because it deserved it. 
The responses to that letter were 
extremely encouraging: and iit: :has 


encouraged Mr. Laemmle in the:be- 


lief that, with the remarkable pro- 
ductions which he has to offer ex- 
hibitors in the 1928-1929 program, 
his effort to get prices commen- 
surate with the quality of the pfie- 
tures will be successful. 


Teaching Talkers 


In Publix School 


Miniature Vitaphone and Movie- 
tone equipment is to be supplied for 
the Publix Managers’ Training 
School, it is reported, owing to the 
general use of talkers throughout 
the country. Managers graduating 
from the school will be expected to 
have a complete mechanical knowl- 
edge of operation of talkers. 

General use of the magnoscope by 
Publix houses is also predicted in 
the use of this machine in the man- 
agers school. 
to easy use of magnoscope may be 
the high wage demands of the 
operators’ union and insistence on 
additional men being employed. 

It is understood plans are under 
way for the establishment of an- 
other school for managers, with a 
meeting of Publix executives to dis- 
cuss this matter held last week. 
Only 15 men are now enrolled in the 
school, and this number becomes 
swallowed up on graduation merely 
through annual changes and promo- 
tions in the organization. 

Impression in Publix offices is that 
more trained men can easily be 
used. 


Rochester Pool 


Utica, N. Y., May 22. 

Negotiations are reported on be- 
tween Schine Einterprises, Inc., of 
Gloversville and Regorson Corpora- 
tion of Rochester, for merger of 
the two groups of theatres’ in 
Rochester. 

Schines control five houses and 
Regorson, two. The deal provides 
for joint operation of all seven. Deal 
is pending, with Schine 
mum. 


Indians in Pictures 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

When Yim McCoy goes north 
about July 1 for M-G-M he will take 
exteriors for two pictures, Glacier 
National Park serving as the back- 
sround for one with the Nez Perces 
Indians and Wyoming as the other, 
also employing many redmen. 

30th subjects are to make full 
use of picturesque scenery and the 
pageantry that goes with Indian 
ceremonials. 


PREPARING “WOMANHOOD” 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
After seven months of prepara- 
tion for the filming of “Woman- 
hood,” the Halperin brothers, acting 
as producers of the picture, in asso- 
ciation with Inspiration Pictures, 
are still changing screen treat- 
ments and making tests of actors. 
The Halperin boys claim the pic- 
ture will require a year to make 
after they get started. 


officials | 
F 'a group of shops surrounding it is 


} tour in Wilkes-Barre next Saturday, 
The possible obstacle | 


i the 


| 


Hotels After Trade ) | 


So keen has been the bidding 
among Broadway hotels to ac- 
commodate the picture sales 
conventions held in the city 
this year that one hostelry is 
offering the inducement of get- 
ting full reports of their busi- 
ness activities to all of the 
newspapers and periodicals in 
town. 

The hotel, the Park Central, 
“covered” Columbia's sales 
gathering to the point of in- 
cluding the titles of product 
and casts in its publicity. 


GOOD PHOTOGRAPHY IS | 
POSSIBLE IN DESERT 


Cameramen’s Results in Ariz. 
—lIdea for Indian Life 
Picture 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Henry Cronjager, veteran cumera- 
man, and George Webber, also a 
cameraman, engaged in 
work on panchromatic stock and 
filters, have returned from Arizona, 
bringing sample shots taken in the 
country around the Roosevelt’ Dam. 


research 


Cronjager declares no longer will 
it be practically impossible to se- 
cure good results photographically 
in the desert when the sun is.at 
the peak. He says by the use of 
improved filters they obtained shots 
of mountains 60 miles away that 
were almost stereoscopic in clarity. 

The films will be forwarded to 
the Roosevelt Society in New York. 
The cameramen also examined con- 
ditions for making a pretentious 
subject having for its background 
the life of the American Indian, in 
which eastern men are interested. 

A large distributor has admitted 
it might be concerned with a ro- 
mantic story incorporated. 


Buck Jones’ Own Co. 


— 


Scranton, Pa., May 22. 
Buck Jones, former Fox western 
star, who winds up his vaudevilie 


announced yesterday he has organ- 
ized his own producing company and 
will start for the coast next week. 

Don MeElwaine, his production 
manager, came here from New York 
and the incorporation papers were 
formally signed. 


Producing and Selling Co-operation | 


A thought usually hits those who 
to what co-operation there may be 


mingle with the picture people as 
between the selling and producing 


forces of the picture business, and how far it may extend in the same 


organization, 


With the producing end of pictures permanently located in one spot, 
Hollywood or any other place, and the sales department spread over the 


country and the world, it strikes the 
might come into possession of more 


onlookers as thoush the sales heads 
valuable information for the trade 


from exhibitors and the public, than the limited located producers pos- 


sibly could, 


As far as has been learned there is no systemutized intercommunica- 


tion between the producing and sales ends. 


changed between the two in the sa 
might be expressed by the 


while the sales department with its 


producers to 


No regular reports are ex- 
me organization. What knowledge 
the salesmen is never sent, 
fund of knowledge secured through 


the sales staffs or direct fom exhibitors, makes no regular reports to the 


producing division. 


Through that if the sales department hears from any section that a 
certain type of picture is commencing to wane, or that protest becomes 
general, or should the exhibitors inform the salesmen that their patrons 


are tiring of this or that star, won't go to see them and the exhibs. 


are losing money by purchasing those pictures, it's problematical when 
the producing staff in Hollywood will hear of it. 


That leaves the sales department 
goers, 


unfair to the producers who should 


or its own statistics on. sales. 
gives the sales end an edge on future prospects. 


alone in its “feel” of the theatre- 
Accordingly it would seem this 
That sounds as though 
be kept as fully advised, but have 


no means of knowing unless the sales department advises. 
Touchy? 


A producer isolated on the coast 


might claim with justification that 


had he been informed of conditions as they arose, he could have evaded 


this or that picture or star. 


heard everything worth knowing, 


And: by the same token the sales division 
would probably reply that would the producer listen, 


he could have 


For years there has been a sort of touchiness between the producing 


and gales end. 


the 


As a rule a producer will not admit the salesman has. 
nowledge or the experience to select. pietures, in type or otherwise. 


To that the salesman replies that as he must sell the picture, some at- 


tention might be paid to his ideas on how best and what he can sell’ 


the easiest. 


A salesman will always argue that regardiess of the quality or merit 


of a picture, what will it amount to 
him. 
not sell otherwise. 
sold: No one has discovered: this ‘as 


if not sold? 


thoroughly.as the independent pic- 


ture producer, who is the producer and distributor ‘in one. 


Zane Grey’s Mellers 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Paramount in the future will list | 
the Zane Grey productions as so- | 


phisticated melodramas instead of 
calling them outdoor or westerns as 
in the past. 

That idea 
Albert 
hi-brow among 
on the lot. He recently over 
supverising the Grey product from 
Bennie Ziedman, who has been ad- 
vanced in rank, and thought it 
would be an idea to get a different 
sales slant on these pictures, 


has been advanced by 
Shelby Le Vino, known 
the producers 


took 


Suggested Coast Site | 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Plans for a colorful 3,000 seat 


theatre of Spanish architecture with 


being submitted to Paramount-Pub- 
lix officials here with a suggestion 
that they build it on their vacant 
property at the corner of Vine and | 
Sunset boulevards. 

The erection of the theatre on this 
vacant tract which comprises sev- 
eral acres would stimulate sale of | 


{the property and increase its value] 


it is claimed. 


GRIFFITH CUTTING “SEXES” | 
Los Angeles, May 22. | 

D. W. Griffith is ¢ 
United Artists picture, 


itting his latest } 


“Battle of | 


ithe Sexes,” at the Ambassador Hotel. | 


Assisting him in the titling and} 
editing are Gerritt Lloyd, Willard 
Griffith, a nephew, and James Smith, 
who has been cutting Griffith pic- 
tures for the past 10 years. 


BILL BRANDT OKAY 


William Brandt is back to work 
in the Brooklyn theatres, operated 
by the Brandt Brothers, 

Bill was pretty ill for 10 days and 
slowly regained strength. 


ithe New York office by 


Carewe Making 3 for 
VJ. A. in Other Lands 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


As an advance guard for Edwin 
Carewe with his company, headed 
by Dolores Del Rio, Finis Fox and 
Harry Wilson will leave for London 
in July, the company following 
upon the completion of the picture 
now being made. 

Fex will seek out studio and loca- 
tion facilities and Wilson will do 
general advance work. 

The outfit will make one story of 
French tocale in London, ‘This will 
be the second for U. A. release, 
with the third designed for either 
India or China. Fox will write the 
Jereneh story, and the Oriental tale 
will be outlined by Ezra Mir, native 
of Calcutta, now on Carewe's staff. | 

No. 4 on the list will be made in 
Hollywood. 


F. B. 0. Sticks to Phonofilm 


| 
FRO intends to stick by the Pho- | 
nofilm, the RCA device, regard- 
less of how solid Western Fiectric’s 
subsidiary company may book the | 
field. This comes from a high execu- | 
tive of the company, who states in | 
substantiation of this stand the fact 
Electric owns a large | 

this 


that General 
stock interest in 

company 
Phonofilm apparatus 
to have been shipped 
Hollywood plant several months | 
azo, is now being speeded up so | 
that by fall, according to this execu- 


producing 


which was | 
to the FRO} 


tive, FBO will be in a position to 

make its own talkies. 
Publix N. E. Time 

It is reported a change in book- | 


ing arrangements is due to be made 
shortly for the Publix aflifiated 
houses in New England, represent- 
ing approximately 12 weeks. These 
now booked out of PBoston, 
are scheduled to be handled out of 
Earl San- 


houses, 


ders 

The will 
theatres a 
material, 


give the New 
better choice of 


change 


Sol Ullman Buys for S-F 


} 
booker | 
| 


Louis Stern, general film 
for Stanley-Fabian in New Jersey, 
has been succeeded hy Sol Ullman. 

The latter was formerly a New 
Jersey representative for First Na- |! 
tional. w | 

“Valentine” for Haines | 
Los Anzeles, May 22. 

“Alias immy Valentine” will | 
again be resurrected for the screen. 
M-G-M will produce it for William 
Haines, 

A. P. Younger is now making a 
gacreen treatment of the play. 


| did it 


Joan Crawford Fed Up 
On Disappointed Wives 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


Lorraine Messenheimer, wife of 


Sam Messenheimer, brought 
suit for separate maintenance, 
charging. Joan Crawford, M-G-M 


featured player, with being part of 
the reason. Sam is musical di- 
rector at M-G-M studios. 

Miss Crawford when queried on 
the point said: “I am tired of being 
a target for diappointed wives. The 
charges filed are too absurd to 
discuss.’ 


Los Argeles, May 22. 

Goldwyn brought another 
Star into Hollywood, He 
in real Goldwyn style. Had 
the French colony on hand with 
their native flags to wave in the 
direction of Lily Damita as the 
train pulled in. Then, of 
Sam himself took charge of mat- 
ters. He had a delegation of motor- 
cycle police, who blew their sirens 
as the little Irench damsel came 
down the steps of the train to get 
the official Goldwyn greeting. Then 
there were introductions, poses, ete., 
ending up with the Goldwyn pub- 
licity department keeping the young 


Sam 
foreign 


lady uside until afternoon Tea 
was served, and the possible suc. ' 
cessor of Vilma Banky in the Gold- 
wyn lineup did her stuff to the’ 
king's taste. 


L. A. TON. Y. 

Felix Feist. 

lioward Dietz. 

Wells Root. 

Al Lichtman. 

Victor Shapiro. 

Arthur S. Kane, 

Nat Rothstein. 


N. Y. to * A. 

Eddie Buzzell, 

Ona Munson, 

Josef Von Sternberg. 

J. Robert Rubin. 

James Cowan. 

Paul Bern. 

Al Lewin. 

Lily Damita. 

In “Celebrity” 

In support of Lina Basquette in 
Pathe-DeMille’s “Celebrity” are Dot 
Farley, Otto Lederer, C Cook, 
David Tearle, and as the fighiers, 
Robert Armstrong and Jack VPerry. 


lyde 


Many ..will agree with - 
Any organized distribution system sells many a picture that might 
The more in demand that picture may be the easier 


course, 
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Week's Studio Survey 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


“Brotherly Love,” by Frank Capra, 


A survey of studio activity this! and “Morgan's Last Raid,” by Nick 


week finds one more short comedy 
gtudio reopening after three months 
of inactivity. This is the Christie 
studio, which starts with two units 
as their first contribution to Para- 
mount’s 28-29 program of Shorts. 
The reopening helps te bring pro- 
duction closer to normal, with a 
total of 683 features and 21 shorts in 
work, or a gain of seven points in 
percentage over that reported in last 
week's survey. Only two of the 23 
Btudios on the coast remain dark— 
Sennett and Chaplin. 

Universa! takes first position away 
from Fox for activity, with 13 units 
in work—-“Leave It to Me,” directed 
by William J. Craft; “Red Hot 
Speed,” by Fred Newmeyer”; “Girl 
on the Barge,” now on location in 
New York, with Edward Sloman di- 
recting; ‘‘Collegiate” series on loca- 
tion in Arizona, with Nat Ross; 
“Tarzan the Mighty,” by Jack Nel- 
gon; “The Stool Pigeon” by Leigh 
Jason; “Crimson Canyon,” by Ray 
Taylor; “Jackson Comes Home,” by 
Walter Fabian; “Fighting Forres- 
ter,” by Joe Levigard; “Rag Doll,” 
by Wiliiam Wyler, and a short sub- 
ject, “Horace from Hollywood.” 

pace rented out to independent 
companies here include “Compan- 
fonte Marriage,” by Erle Kenton, for 
Gotham, and “Undressed,” by Phil 
Rosen, for Joe Rock-Sterling re- 
lease. 

Fox falls into second place with 11 
features and one short subject in 
work. Features include “Me Gang- 
ster,” by . Walsh; “Mother 
Knows Best,” by J. G. Blystone; 
“Plastered in Paris,” by Ben Stoloff; 
“The Air Circus,” by Howard 
Hawks; “The River Pirate,” by Wil- 
liam K. Howard; “The Farmer’s 
Daughter,” by Arthur’ Rosson; 
“Cowboy Kid,” by Clyde Carruth; 
“La Gringa,” by Irving Cummings; 
“Prep and Pep,” by David Butler; 
“Making the Grade,” by Al Green, 
and “Dry Martini,” by Harry D’Ar- 
rast. 

Tyirst National comes next, with 
mine features in work, including 
“The Volunteer,” by Arthur Ripley; 
“The Divine Lady,” by Frank Lloyd; 
“Oh Kay,” by Mervyn LeRoy; “The 
Barker,” by George Fitzmaurice; 
“Heart to Heart,” by William Beau- 
dine; “The Night Watch,” by A. 
Korda; “Show Girl,” by Al Santell; 
“Phantom City,” by Al Rogell, and 
“Out of the Ruins,” by John Francis 
Dillon. 

M-G-M has eight features in 
work, including “War in the Dark,” 
by Fred Niblo; “Four Walls,” by 
Wiliam Nigh; “While the City 
Sleeps,” by Jack Conway; “Tide of 
Empire,” by Alan Dwan; “Snap- 
shots,” by Ed Sedgwick; “Her Card- 


| Grinde. 
| Paramount has seven features in 
| work, including “Hot News,” by 


'Clarence Badger; “The Perfumed 
| Trap,” by Victor Schertzinger; “La- 
‘dies from Moscow,” by Ludwig Ber- 
iger; “The First Kiss.”” now on loca- 
tion in Maryland, with Rowland V. 
Lee directing; “Just Married,” by 
Frank Strayer; “The Water Hole,” 
by F. Richard Jones, and “Beggars 
of Life,” by William Wellman, 
5 Talkers 

Warner Brothers have two feat- 
ures and five Vitaphone units in 
work. The features are “Noah's 
Ark,” by Michael Curtiz, and “The 
Midnight Taxi,” by John Adolfi, 

Pathe-DeMille has four features in 
work, including “Love Over Night,” 
by E. H. Griffith; “Power,” by How- 
ard Higgin; “Celebrity,” by Tay 
Garnett, and “Craig’s Wife,” by Wil- 
liam DeMille. 

F. B. O. has three features in 
work, including “Taxi 13,” by Mar- 
shal Neilan; “Dog Law,” by Jerome 
Storm, and “Gang War,” by Bert 
Glennon. 

Tec-Art, a leasing studio, is rent- 
ing space to three active producers, 
including “Revenge,” by Edwin Ca- 
rewe, for United Artists; “The 
Wright Idea,” with Johnny Hines, 
for First National, directed by 
Charles Hines, and a _ technic@lor 
picture centered around Cleopatra 
and Mark Anthony. 

Metropolitan, another’ leasing 
plant, has three features in work, 
including “Hell’s Angels,” by How- 
ard Hughes, for United Artists; 
“Making the Varsity,” by Burton 
King, for Excellent, and “The Di- 
vine Sinner,” by Trem Carr, for 
Rayart, 

Tiffany-Stahl has two features in 
work, inclding “A Grain of Dust,’ 
by George Archinbaud, and “The 
Ghetto,” featuring George Jessel, 
with Norman Taurog directing. 
United Artists studio, capable of 
handling eight features at one time, 
is again working at minimum ca- 
pacity, with the Samuel Goldwyn 
unit making “The Awakening,” star- 
ring Vilma Banky, with Victor 
Fleming directing. 

Columbia also has but one feature 
going, with George B. Seitz direct- 
ing, “Beware of Blondes.” 
Chadwick studios on Poverty Row 
has one feature going, with another 
preparing. 

Among the seven short subject 
studios working there are 15 units 
in work. Educational has two; 
Christie, two; Hal Roach, three; 
Cal-Art and U. & M. Dailey, one 
each; Stern Brothers, three for Uni- 
versal release, and the Jean Novelle 
studios are housing the three Larry 


board Lover,’ by Robert Z. Leonard: 


Darmour units making shorts for 
r. 6, 


This table shows a summary of weekly studio activity for the 
past 14 weeks. Percentage of production is based on 106 units 
working at 23 studios on the coast, which is determined by the 
average normal working conditions during the year 1927: 

Studios Per- 

Week. Features. Shorts, Total. dark. centage. 
8 55 62 
9 48 12 45 
SO 14 9 61 
16 66 7 61 
15 64 x 60 
17 64 6 .60 
17 70 5 66 
50 19 69 8 65 
19 17 69 9 -65 
17 67 6 62 
“Ses 165 67 1 62 
17 71 67 
20 83 4 27 
21 89 2 84 


Wally Van’s Shorts 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Wally Van, former comedian for 
Vitagraph, intends making short 
eomedies for an Argentine com- 
pany. 

They ars to be known as Wally 
Van productions and will be made 
at the Tec-Art studios, 


70-YR.-OLD AT WORK 
Los Angeles, May 22, 

Ruby Lafayette, 70-year-old 
eharacter stage and screen actress, 
returned to work after two years’ 
fllness. caused by an automobile 
accident. 

She has the mother role of George 
Jessel’s: Tiffany-Stahl picture, “The 
Ghetto,” and will play the mother 
role in “Companionate Marriage,” 
now being produced by Sam Saxe. 


$2 FOR SUMMER 


subscription to 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th St., New York City 


Yaconelli’s Series 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Frank Yaconelli, former vaude- 
vile actor and now a _ producer- 
director, is working on his first 
super-special comedy feature, titled 
“No Ordinary Guy,” taken from an 
original story by M. V. Kane. 

Yaconelli is featuring his kid 
brother, whose screen name is Earl 
Douglas, 

Supporting cast includes Edith 
Roberts, Bull Montana, Billy Sulli- 
van, Jack Richardson, Virginia Lee, 
Jules Cowles and James Gibson. 

Both Yaconelli boys are financing 
the picture and plan to make a se- 
ries for the state-right market. 


“RESCUE,” 1ST FOR COLMAN 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Samuel Goldwyn places “Rescue,” 
by Joseph Conrad, as Ronald Col- 
man’s next United Artists starring 
picture. “The Tale of Two Cities” 
will follow. 

This change in schedule was made 
because the story of “Rescue” is 
centered around the high seas and 
must be filmed when weather con- 
ditions are at the best. 

} Herbert Brenon will direct, 


Speaking Voice? 


Camilla Horn, the German 
actress in “Tempest” at the 
Embassy, expressed her appre- 
ciation of the reception, when 
called upon the picture’s pre- 
miere. Most of the picture peo- 
ple in the audience, listening to 
her, wondered if her voice 
would do for the talkers. No 
decision. 


| 


Judge Lindsay Collaborator 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Sam Saxe, in association with 
Asher, Roger and Small, is making 
final preparations to film Judge Ben 
B. Lindsey’s book on “Companion- 
ate Marriage.” Beatrice Van is 
writing the adaptation and con- 
tinuity with the judge, who is now 
on the coast, collaborating. 

Betty Bronson ig engaged to play 
the girl and Alec Francis the girl's 
father. Overtures are being made 
with the Mack Sennett organization 
for the loan of Matty Kemp to play. 
the boy’s part of the marriage. 
Saxe was the original purchaser 
of the screen rights to Lindsey’s 
book, but after seeing the possibili- 
ties it held for a bigger production, 
interested Asher, Roger and Small, 
who are now working with him on 
the prod:iction. 


Par’s Party East 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

After making the rounds of the 
various convention cities where the 
Paramount sales organization met, 
Jesse Lasky and his party wound 
up in Los Angeles. They remained 
here for two days and are due to 
arrive in New York City early this 
week. 
Besides Lasky in the party are 
Sidney R. Kent, John D. Clark, M. 
H. Lewis, Charles C. McCarthay, 
Russell Holman, Sam  Dembo, 
Emanuel Cohen, Stanley Waite, J. 
J. Curry, Larry Flynn, George W. 
Weeks, Charles Mintz, Dr. Stern 
and Lewis Marcus. 
Henry Herzbrun, who is _ local 
head at the Paramount Studios here, 
is returning with the party. Clark 
is Par’s Western sales manager. 


e 
Pupils’ Experience 

Students of the Publix Managers’ 
Training School, accompanied by 
Director John F. Barry, left New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) to visit 
Asheville, Chattanooga, Atlanta and 
Charlotte. They will study theatre 
management on the spot, manning 
each house they visit. 

The towns were selected so as 
to afford students opportunity to ob- 
serve practical operation of all types 
of houses, de luxe unit houses, 
vaudevilie combo houses, second 
runs and the cheap grind type. 

_ The party will be away a month. 


Film Boards Meet 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

National canvention of Film 
Boards of Trade opened at Ambas- 
sador Hotel May 21 and will wind 
up May 25. 

c. C. Pettijohn heads delegation 
of 45 board representatives. Clif- 
ford Hawley, president of First Na- 
tional, and Felix Feist, M-G-M sales 
manager, addressed. the opening 
session on the good film boards 
can do. 


Pathe Writers Speeding 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The Pathe studio writing staff is 
speeding up work for immediate 
production to follow after the sales 
convention now being held at the 
Drake hotel in Chicago. 

Writers on assignments at Pathe’s 
west coast studio include George 
Dromegold, Jeannie McPherson, 
Beaulah Marie Dix, Howard Green, 
Pierre Collings, Adelaide Heilborn, 
Leonard Praskins, Richard Sharpe 
Sanford Hewitt and Julian Joseph- 
son. 


PRINCETON AS LOCALE 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Wells Root, author of a college 
story for Paramount, has gone to 
Princeton, N. J., where he will ar- 
range for locations to be used 
around Princeton University. 

When this is arranged, Frank 
Tuttle, assigned to direct the pic- 
ture will take the company from 
Hollywood to the college grounds 
for the filming of the exteriors. 

This will serve as Buddy Rogers’ 
first starring picture. 


Chatter in 


New York 


Anne Nichols’ boy friends, the 
Dug Out Club, are surprising their 
favorite producer with a portrait of 
her Peke worked in fur on a pink 
plush cushion. 

One of the NYU school of jour- 
nalism students is getting class 
credits for “newspaper experience” 
because he works on one of the 
morning dailies. He sits at the re- 
ception desk. 

Dorothy Herzog, movie writer, 
gave a tea for Evelyn Brent yester- 
day. The girls are returning to the 
coast Friday, Dorothy to resume 
her Hollywood column career. 
Clare Ogden Davis, wife of the 
press agent, has just sold a novel 
which Burton didn’t help write. 
James R. Quirk is picking on the 
Hollywood Terror, Jim Tully. 
Little Tex O'Reilly, son of Big 
Tex, the author, is legging it for 
the “Herald Tribune.” 

Reggie Carmody, sheik usher of 
the Paramount loges, has been pro- 
moted to the show spot, the lobby. 
A picture director, anticipating 
pans, sent his boss an 800-word tel- 
egram explaining why the picture 
was a flop. The alibi arrived at 
the same time as the morning 
papers, all carrying rave notices. 
The Jean Hersholts are doing the 
Scandinavian eating resorts. 

That sandwich man in grotesque 
make-up and death mask wears 
such a little placard for “The Skull” 
everybody on Broadway thinks he’s 
plugging “The Man Who Laughs.” 
Paula Gould of FBO lost so much 
weight writing her play she is on 
a milk and potato diet. 

Two newspaper men who were on 
the courtesy payroll of a vaudeville 
circuit are no longer frequenting 
the halls. The dough suddenly 
ended. 

Helen Nolan, the prettiest sob- 
sister in town, is an Olympic swim- 
ming champ. 

“You’re tearing my hair net,” is 
being revived as a squawk, accord- 
ing to the local taxi drivers. 

Eric Von Stroheim shocked the 
ladies and gentlemen of the press 
by eating ice cream on his break- 
fast grapefruit. 

John Parker, IJr., of the “World,” 
whose papa is the works down at 
the Barge Office, is the official host 
of the ship news crew. 

Eduard Senz, cosmetician, uses 
maple syrup as a base for gold 
body wash, 

Al Altman lunches on Eskimo 
pies. 

Those funny girls got a great kick 
out of a publicity stunt pulled last 
week. The stunt had the princess 
of their own group posed in em- 
braces with a star. 

Anita Loos’ new brunet book 
plugs the Algonquin lions’ cage. 
Billy Seeman gets mail addressed 
to “City Hall, in care of Mr. James 
J. Walker.” 

G. D. Eaton, of “Plain Talk,” is 
showing the town to his mother and 
sister from the west. 

A new form of sport is betting on 
the advertising results of “profile” 
puffs in a local weekly. A $6.50 shoe 
merchant advertised a week after 
his puff appeared. Bets now are 
being laid on a chain of tea rooms, 
the proprietor of which was plugged 
recently. 

A vaudeville magnate who breaks 
into the papers as an art connois- 
seur acquired some originals by 
Henner, the painter of red-heads. 
He suggested to his press agent 
that Henner be described as “the 
artist who invented henna hair.” 

“Smart” Speak 


A hideaway on the east side is 
getting a heavy play from the tea- 
time sparkers. The space is parti- 
tioned into closed booths, with bells 
to call the bartender who doesn’t 
show unless rung for. Even the 
corridors are unlighted. Drinks are 
$1.50 and the spot is rated “smart.” 

Who Does Know? 

The local publicity departments 
have received instruction to go easy 
on talker news. Installation prob- 
lems make space on the talkers a 
box office waste. It is almost im- 
possible to tap any dope from any- 
body on talker plans or possibilities. 
Even technical stuff is being with- 
held from the newspapers. 

A Mike Raver 

Visiting picture stars are being 
advised not to fall for radio in- 
terviews. Invariably, the things are 
a bust and the stars suffer. One 
drew a horrible razzing because he 
put on a thick affectatious voice 
and gurgled tributes to his wife for 
15 minutes before the microphone. 

Souvenirs—Must 


Another press agent tea flopped 


last week. So few of the reviewers 
appeared to meet the star that a 
dent had not been made in the cu- 
cumber sandwiches by 7 o'clock, 
Two picture gals who gave expen- 
sive souvenirs at their parties have 
dropped out of the limelight. What 
draw is an orange blossom cock- 
tail and a macaroon without those 
old French enamel vanity cases? 


Just Common 

The boys in the New York office 
got an arbitrary order from the 
coast that they wear dress clothes 
at one of the recent picture open- 
ings. A howl went up. Neverthe- 
less, the fellows appeared in the 
commanded finery. 

_-A general complaint is going 
around that picture openings are 
losing “class” with too many lounge 
suits and _  street-dressed females, 
The sidewalk lookit gang is pre-e 
sumed to be entitled to better 
flashes. 

Sheiking Director 

One of the visiting directors, 
famed for his irresistible lure, has 
had the sobsisters on the local rags 
in an uproar. The man gets a laugh 
out of talking shock-stuff to the 
little chasties, 

One of the flicks sent to inter- 
view him stood out in the corridor 
of the hotel for 15 minutes, re- 
jecting his proposal that she wait 
in the living room of his suite while 
he changed his collar. 

Framing a Frail 

A local publicity staff, disapprov- 
ing of the way an interview was 
handled by a flap reviewer, ate 
tempted to discipline the femme last 
week, The press agent tried to per- 
suade her to make a movie test and 
instructed her to bring along even- 
ing clothes. 

The idea was to help the news 
damsel make a mug of herself in re- 
taliation for her style of handling 
the “interview.” The press agent 
was so eager and insistent the gal 
sniffed an angle and didn’t fall. 


Penfield’s Trinity’s 8 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Trinity Pictures Corporation has 
taken offices in the Fowler Studio 
building in Hollywood, to start a 
series of eight features June 1. C. 
U. Penfield, one time president of 
Globe Pictures, is head of Trinity. 

Associated with him among others 
is Frank Madigan, who will direct 
the series as well as one serial to 
be entitled “The Sovereign.” The 
releases will be state rights. 

Madigan is now on the road con- 
ferring with exchangemen. 


Movietone’s Personnel 


With the arrival of Winfield Shee- 
han late this week one of the first 
matters which will come up for 
consideration in the Fox camp will 
be the future of Movietone. Cort- 
land Smith, who left the Hays of- 
fice to head this department for 
Fox, will figure largely in the con- 
ferences which are expected to ree 
sult in a large expansion in the 
personnel handling this work. 

All Fox specials on the new 
schedule will be movietoned and as 
many of the program attractions as 
Sheehan decrees within the next 
week, 


Barbara Bedford Free 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Barbara Bedford, screen actress, 
is single again. She was granted 
a divorce from Al Roscoe, picture 
actor, on grounds of desertion. Miss 
Bedford, suing under the name of 
Violet Rose Roscoe, charged that 
her husband frequently left her 

alone while away on long trips. 
She stated that he told her he 
“Didn't like to travel in double 
harness.” The Roscoes were mar- 
ried in 1922 and separated this year. 

There is one child, a girl of four. 


Warners’ German Deal 


An arrangement by which War- 
ner Bros. and National Film A. G. 
of Berlin are to make 12 features 
next year jointly in the German 
capital is part of a deal compieted 
by Herman Starr of the Warner 
personnel, who arrived on the Ber- 
engaria last trip. 

National Film A. G. by the sameé 
transaction takes over distribution 
of all Warner production for Ger- 
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pe 
money elaborate or seventy | page highly 
lored and artistic inserts, can convey 


uitable for abl a runs, two of n special prod already 
been completed-——"THE TOILERS” a Reginald Barker 
be cal CAVALIER — both can 


ater EVERY EXHIBITOR THAT THEY WILL PRO- ee 
DUCE THEIR PRODUCT ASSCHED- 


onic sereen ability is unquestioned—their fame is re- 
> eognized by motion picture patrons throughout the | 

.. world—stories by world-renowned authors and play- ts 
wrights—-directors of ability and international repute. 


Pe i iffany-Stahl owns no theatres and are not in direct. 
competition with the theatre owner—they have no — 
interests apart from producing the best pictures of 
the highest quality, 


Viffany-Stahl, in bringing to the attention of the 
sexhibltor their offerings for 1928-1929, will again ex- 
‘ceed all promises made, with the assurance that they: 


will live up to the reputation they have firmly estab- 


lished for QUALITY, DEPENDABILITY, STABILITY. 3 


PROD 


The Better er tachment 


| 
13 
ry | 
last year, to give to exhibitors pictures of the 
 Tiffany-Stahl, to carry out this idea, have decided | 
that will do the moat good—in thelg pictures. | 
have done what said could | 
proven that they have given to the exhibitors MORE 
Tiffany-Stahl delivered to exhibitors program pie~ 
fares that in many instances EXCEEDED in quality § 
and box office returns the so-called specials of other 
Tiffany-Stahl presents for the coming year produc- 
tions that will re-inspire in exhibitors the confidence | 
bred in delivering box-office pictures that are now 
| He 
Z 
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who rises above her and reaches the bright 


“GEORGE WASHINGTON: COHEN” ‘Hoffman's stag 
“THE GHETTO" Based on ‘the “The Schlemicht. 
A poor fool who blunders into the lives a others ond brings neppines to all. 


DOROTHY SEBASTIAN PRODUCTIONS 


“THE MILLION DOLLAR DOLL’’—by A. M. Williamson. 
_A girl pampered by luxury and ease seeks an escape from the boredom of wealth. 


“THE SPIRIT OF YOUTH’—Suggested by. the story. “Ramsey Milholland” by Booth 


‘Tarkington. 


Another delightful. story typical of American as: described he celebrated duthor of “Penrod” 


“THE DEVIL'S APPLE TREE’ 


| = 
| 
A story of a middle-aged New England woman who yearns for the footlights and finds the roaudtastardom 
ERALDINE LAIRD ed by the novel “The Luck of Geraldine Laird” by | 
thrilling story replete with mystery, adventure and sex. : 
The jays and sorrows of the world of make-believe. 3 
= nd Goulding; Con- | 
| easy Tenth Avenue at 
be The story of a madcap—an unchastened flapper. 
8 
| 
| 
j 
#2 
‘ 
Poe m of Eden.and continued ever since. 
Ret 2 RICARDO CORTEZ PRODUCTIONS | 
| dee “THE GUN RUNNER,” by Arthur String 
GUN RUNNER; by Arthur Stringer. 
ae ~ A gripping story of invrigue and burning love, plots and counterplots, with the thrilling exploits of the 
| woven Ito a swiftmoving narrative; 
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pductions to he announced. 


PETER B KYNE. STORIES” 


SHORT REEL CEMS 


"Tiffany Color Clazcies have been heralded far and wide by exhibitors as finest type 
of short reel pictures- ever on a screen. 


-RADES,” “ROMANY LOVE,” “ROSE OF KILLARNEY,” “NORTH OF SUEZ,” “SCAR- 
_ FACE,” “TREASURE LAND,” “SOUVENIRS,” “MARCHETA,” “MISSION BELLS,”: “A 
PERFECT DAY" eed “GIRLS OF TODAY” haye played in the leading theatres in the 
(United States. 


| They han been booked consistently week after week by such eircuits as Publix, Loew, 
‘Stanley, Schine, Skouras, Wilmer & Vincent, A. H. Blank, Saenger, West Coast Theatres, 


vate Artists Theatres, Finkelstein & Rubin. 


| ‘Tiffany Color Classics have millions of admirers because of their splendid 
artistry and natural color photography. They afford all exhibitors the opportunity to | 
Bive an added charm to their | 


Within the year such splendid pictures as “KING OF SPC RTS, IEMORTES, 


vs 


t 
35 
: 
; 
don drawing-rooms and Hyde P. ark to the Old Bailey and Limehouse. 
*THE TWELVE POUND LOOK,” by Sir | 
“SON OF THE WOLF” i 
A dramatic masterpiece involving a picturesque character in a romantic love triangle. 
A in and a woman who endangered his reign. 
4. 
1] 
q 
ig 
| 
| if 
j 4 
ff 
| 
| | 
| 
by 
Fs 
4 
For 1928-1929 Tiffany wi eliver to exhibitors 24 Color —short ree gems | | 
il different than the ordi f short subjects 
a ifierent than the ordinary run of short subjects. | 
; 
AE 
> 
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first chance tu direct came i 
Among his box 


office attractions are In which a good woman in order to remain 


with the mak of shame—the 


of pictures. which 
te box office value. 


| NOW READY FOR 
‘SCREENING 


Suggested by the he Black Rider’ by Max Brand. 
with Richard Talmadge, Barbara Bedford, David orrence. 
Directed Irvin Willat. 


A thrilling tale of a Knight Brant. 


2 


A 
A modern story of a woman who runs the gamut of love—the toast of 
J 
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OM 


q 
1? 
oe 
4 
THE TOLELERS,” by L. C. Rigby, with | Fairbanks 
Jo yna Ralston, aarvey ark, SEM began bis motion picture 
ship of three men, with a dramatic background of the coal mines, where lice 
FORWARD MARCH,” by L. G. Rigby, The Coward” | 
With Eddie Gribbon and George Stone j. ff , 
ae 
eet 
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“GEORGIA HALE 


TAGU LOVE 


GEORGE ARCHAINGAUD 


RABOCH 


‘ 


VARIBT’Y 


BROTHERS SHORE 


v 


ES PAT MEKENNA 


HARRY. DURANT 


FRANCES HYLAND 


MESCHOMER 
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erally ane figurative 
that one fects as. 


tola and 
Daily 


rge Archainbaud 
With Sally O'Neill, Raliph Graves, Eddie 
“Gribbon, Sylvia Ashton; Jean Laverty, 
Jim Finlayson, 


Chaplin's *'Civcus’' and as perfectly cast 


to see—Chicago Daily News. 


Margaret Living 
Borio 


THE TRAGEDY ( OF YOUTH” by Press 


Albert. Shelby. Le Vino--Directed “CLOTHES MAKE THE 


With Warner Raster, Patsy Ruth Miller, “by Tom by’ Tom 


Here's picture that is than 


was “Over the Hill’ In fact, it 
the best cast and best acted picture this” 
veuiewer has got a close-up of in ten years, 
_ John Francis Natteford— Direct-_ _ And one of the best directed. Worth going _ 


story to ‘satisfactory. 


Corliss Palmer, George | 
An absorbing and SFIPPINE drama ix VOX 
the mysterious Pri 


ALTER HAGEN, Gertrud 
John. Herron, Ray Hallor. 
Camedy drama of the links unth the 


world’s greatest Belfer playing the leading 


pokes: 


“PROWLERS- ‘OF THE SEA” 
gested by a Jack London story— _ 


directed hy John G. Adolfi. 
George Fawcett, Shirley Palmer. 


‘the David Graham Phillips novel 


George Archainbaud. 


of a beautiful who lures 
oem plover into cupid: net. with 


results that: are startling. 


“ALBANY NIGHT BOAT’— 


and continuity by 
Grauman. Kohn — directed _by 


“Al Raboch. 


An aboard the famous 


“BRAUTFUL BUT DUMB’—by Viola 
Brothers Shore; continuity by 


Frances Hyland. 


Story ofa who, despite | 


causes: many tragic events. 


“DOMESTIC RELATIONS” 
Story of modern and some of 


dire veeults. 


gter 
With Halton, Robert Frazer, Livi 
sten, Guinn Witlianas, Pat Harmon. 

nanimoualy selected by exhibitors as one of the 


‘Donald Keith, 


“WILD GEESE’"- 


Martha Ostenso’s famous novel. 
With Belle Bennett, Russell Simupsan, Eve Southern. 


The most outstanding production of the year. 


adapted by A. P. Younger from | 


Anita Stewart, Wesley Barry. 


‘With Ricarde Cortez, Carmel Myers, 


Story of revolution and a woman's wiles. 


Kenneth “HOUSE OF SCANDAL”—by E. Mor- “A.GRAIN OF DUST"—adapted from 


Margaret Livingston, Eddie Gribbon, ton Hough 


by L. Gy Rigby— directed by 


CHARLOTTE, 
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TEMPEST 


s production and release. An 

Gardner Sullivan.  Di- 
par] py Sam Taylor. Supervised by John 
yectonsidine, Jr. John Barrymore starred, 
‘th Camilla Horn and Louis, Wolheim 
bs At Embassy (seating 569), New 
May 17, on run. $2 top. ‘‘Kunning 

nutes. 

Markov....+-John Barrymore 
; Tamarad..ee ee.-Camilla Horn 
-Louis Wolheim 
Boris De Fas 
George Fawcett 
»--Ulrich Haupt 
Michael Visaroff 


York, 
time, 


A high type of an intelligently 
written, directed and produced pic- 
ture of the popular description that 
fits perfectly into the Einbassy, on 
Broadway, at $2 top. In the regular 

icture houses it’s a holdover. If 
it’s not, that will be the exhibitor's 
fault, for United Artists has thor- 
oughly performed its portion here. 

Additionally to what may be 
called the model modern picture 
making this film represents, it has 
John Barrymore, a strong romantic 
draw. U. A. now has another heavy 
b. o. card in Camilla Horn, the Ger- 
man girl, debuting over here in this 
American made. 

It’s a toss-up for the top credit, if 
that may be named. It can’t well 
be; for C. Gardner Sullivan in his 
original plot turned out a striking 
tale of quite some suspense and 
marked continuity. It’s carried for- 
ward splendidly. To what effect 
may be understood when this hour 
and three-quarter’ special ran 
through without an intermission the 
opening night and without losing a 
person to its very end. 

With the locale laid in Russia, the 
setting is always adequate, even to 
the snowy finale, when the young 
couple flee the country across the 
Austrian border. 

Mr. Barrymore and Miss Horn as 
opposites do a very forceful couple 
of young people, widely contrasted 
with the girl a Russian princess 
while barrymore becomes a frowned 
upon peasant commissioned army 
officer, promoted from the ranks. 

Miss*Horn looks to be of a wide 
range, at least in expression. She’s 
a handsome blonde on the screen 
(and off) and chameleon-like in her 
expressions. Unless the director of 
the camera caused the varied facial 
expressions this imported girl ex- 
hibited, Camilla Horn immediately 
becomes a distinctive film actress 
over here. 

3arrymore set forth all 
talents, taking in make up. 
in solitary confinement, left alone 
for days, he grew a beard. At the 
finale of that dungeon scene Barry- 
more could have played the Savior in 
“The King of Kings,” for that’s how 
he looked. Not as much action as 
usual for a Barrymore romancer. No 
acrobatics, no fighting or duelling, 
and but one kill, toward the finish. 

One of the delights of the picture, 
however, are the scornful, verbal 
battles between Barrymore and Miss 
Horn. There are several of these, 
each one a peach for interest. 

Nothing even suggesting a particle 
of miscasting. Louis Wolheim as 
another peasant sergeant has his 
moments, and mostly subdued, with 
a certain commendable restraint 
placed through the picture upon 
everyone. 

George Fawcett was excellent as 
the Russian general commanding. 
He had to undergo one scene simi- 
lar to that Emil Jannings went 
through as a Russian general in 
“The Last Command’’—that of be- 
ing degraded and humiliated by the 
victroious Russian revolutionists. 
Much of this sequence, minus the 
sentences and executions, was not 
unlike that in “Command.” 

Ulrich Haup did a fop army cap- 
tain rather well, though he did, as 
a Russian officer in uniform, wear a 
monocle, 

Boris DeFas’ Russian peasant 
agitator posing as a pedler singu- 
larly suggested Trosky, This was 
held to after the Bolshevists were in 
power, with the Pedler sending the 
aristocrats to the firing squads. 

Many scenes and some of pic- 
torial notice with several mobs 
handled exceptionally. Photography 
always superior, while the picture 
Swept along so evenly on its story 
crest that it looked more like an 
unfoldment than a tale. 


of his 
When 


One attractive bit was when 
Barrymore in confinement and close 
to insanity, seeing visions and 
images in his weakened mind, 
finally hears Wolheim calling to 
him sarrymore thinks it’s but an- 


Other 


Vision. He looks blankly at 
the other man, carefully feels his 
chin, mouth, nose, eyes and then 


falls weeping into Wolheim's arms 
Superb. 

The story starts with a Russian 
cavalry regiment in quarters. 
Barryntore is studying for the ele- 
vation: uselessly his comrades tell 
him, as no peasant has been com- 
missioned for 10 years. 

Almost at the outset the hig kick 
of the picture occurs. The men 
have fone in swimming with their 
uniform trousers on. Down the 
Stream three girls are also bathing. 
A detached cavalryman steals their 
hanging clothes for a joke. Wol- 

fim intercepts him, takes the 
Clothes with a smirk and starts to 
return them. He is stopped by 


‘rrymore who says he will be the 
Ballant. 

As Rarrymore returns the outfits, 
thought by one of the girls, 
lorn as the Princess, to have 


he is 
Miss 


FILM REVIEWS 


taken them, Lightly clothed she 
steps up to and withers him. When 
he expostulates that he did not 
take the dresses but merely was re- 
turning them, she snatches his 
whip and beats him fiercely across 
his naked chest. When she is ex- 
hausted and through, the soldier 
takes her in his arms, kissing her. 
The girl is furious, but does not 
report him. 

Again he meets the girl when her 
father, the general, through his af- 
fection for Barrymore, procures the 
commission, and again when the 
Princess says to the Lieutenant, as 
she is dancing with him through 
her father’s intrigue: “It needs 
more than a title and a uniform to 
make an officer and a gentleman.” 

Maddened, Barrymore leaves her 
and stocks up with booze. Blind 
drunk he mistakenly falls into her 
bedroom and proceeds to fall asleep 
on her couch. When returning 
later, the girl, alone, with her maid 
having gone, discovers Barrymore 
asleep, She rings a bell, calling her 
father and the captain, the latter 
her fiance. As the bell rings, 
Barrymore tells her it ends his 
army career, but that it doesn’t his 
love for her. 

Barrymore is sentenced to five 
years and stripped before his com- 
pany. There is no more pathetic 
scene to picturize than the strip- 
ping of a service officer of any 
country and this is just a little 
more pathetic than the others. 

Then war in 1914, the rush to the 
front, the poverty of Russia, the 
Revolution and the release of Barry- 
more, up to the detention of the 
Princess, the execution of her 
father and fiance by the order of 
the Pedler, now the Red commis- 
sioner in charge of the district, and 
also the Pedler’s charge against 
Barrymore for treason, because he 
had seen Barrymore holding the 
aristocratic general as the latter 
was dying. 

So Barrymore killed the Pedler, 
not a bad idea at that moment. 

And they fled to Austria, one of 
three finales reported having been 
made for this expensively pro- 
duced picture. 1 

It was a picturesque finale for a 
very, very fine picture, a huge mark 
for United Artists and all con- 
cerned, and a decided asset to the 
American picture industry. 

Before the picture opened Miss 
Horn, in the audience, was brought 
forth and introduced by Major 
Bowes. Miss Hiorn nicely recited a 
press agent’s thoughts on sudden 
emergencies, and the audience re- 
acted quickly to Miss Horn’s most 
pleasing personality. 

Dr, Hugo Riesenfeld provided a 
light and pleasing musical score. 

Sime. 


Something Always Happens 


Paramount production and release, Star- 
ring Esther Ralston and featuring Neil 
Hamilton. Directed by Frank Tuttle from 
his own story, with Florence Ryerson adapt- 
ing. J. Roy Hunt, cameraman. 
Mankiewicz titles. Running time, 49 mins. 


At Paramount, New York, week May 19. 

2.06500 
Roderick... ee . Neil Hamilton 
Chang-Tzo .-Sojin 
Perkins.... ..-Charles Sellon 
George...... ..-Roscoe Karns 
Earl of Rochester -Lawrence Grant 


Short mystery-comedy that should 
serve its purpose as summer fare on 
the program route. No particular 
kick to the story, but they squealed 
and laughed here over the haunted 
house idea. 

It’s all because the American girl 
finds the Ear! of Rochester’s abode 
too dull, and she’s engaved to wed 
the son. The family owns a@ par- 
ticular jewel for which Chang-Tzo 
is in jail. When the Chink breaks 


loose, young Roderick takes the 
stone to a vault. 
On the way a stop is made at an 


isolated house; Roderick disappears 
inside, doesn’t come back, and Diana 


follows. Thence the mysterious 
moving chairs, figures, etc. 


This is the first “scare’’ sequence, 
after which the comedy link comes 
as the girl discovers Roderick has 
framed with friends to give her a 
thrill, and she in turn starts to mys- 
tify them. 

The third and serious twist is 
when Chang-Tzo gets into the house 
and the chase and fake fights sud- 


denly become on the level. 
It moves fast, run off here under | 


50 minutes, with enough action 
thrills and giggles to hold it up. 
Mankiewiez’s titles no panic, but} 
Tuttle has made it a compact ex-| 
ample of competent direction and | 


cutting, and Hunt has nicely taken | 
care of the camera end. | 
Miss Ralston does well with her | 
light role, while Hamilton retains! 
his usual good appearance and takes 
easily to the knockabout script.} 
Charles Sellon is a cast asset, and 
Sojin plays the heavy who becomes 
a factor late in the footage. 
Production unit hasn’t made the| 
mistake of trying to drag this one} 
out to an hour or more, and that’s 
its principal strength. Srief and, 
fast enough to carry its point. 
Sic 


John Darrow, borrowed 
Caddo for lead in “Prep and Pep,’ 
Fox. Others added to cast, E. H.! 
Calvert and Frank Albertson, 
} 


from 


‘War in the Dark,” M-G. 


| edy 
i tinuous laugh. 


dience, 


| present in the flesh, 


Talking Shorts 


ROONEY and BENT 

MOVIETONE NO. 17 

Four and a Half Mins. 
Times Square 

Setting shows a private party in 
a roof garden setting, with Pat 
Rooney, 3d, doing a brisk tap dance 
to the admiring plaudits of group 
of young people. Pat, Sr., strolls 
on while orchestra is 
“Sweet Rosie O'Grady.” There is 
dialog between Pat, his host and 
host’s daughter, all leading to the 
old song by Pat finishing with his 
characteristic dance. 

Dialog between Pat, Sr., and Pat, 
3d, of sentimental kind, bearing on 
the mother theme, and young Pat 
goes into his dance routine. The 
part is rounded off by host and his 
daughter complimenting the two 
Pats. 

Thence to an exterior view of a 
theatre marquee; with the Rooney 
name in electrics and the crowd 
surging into the house. (On a quick 
flash the scene looked like the 
Fordham theatre.) , Action goes 
into the stage of the theatre, with 
glimpses of crowded auditorium 
and the Rooney Family in the fin- 


ish of their regular stage revue, | 


only without the girls. 

Pat and Pat, 3d, do a bit of 
dance. Marion Bent is introduced, 
and the finish is their stepping 
threesome. 

Sound reproduction of song and 
dialog is of perfect quality; musi- 
ca] accompaniment is true and ade- 
quate, and the dance taps register 
with fascinating sharp staccato. 

Smooth, fast, entertaining num- 
ber, made especially likeable by 
the “get-together” atmosphere that 
is inseparable from the Rooneys, 


and which registers even through ; 


the new medium. Rush. 


BEATRICE LILLIE 
MOVIETONE NO. 15 
Four Mins. 
Times Sq. Theatre 

This fragment, employing only 
the British comedienne, star of 
“She’s My Baby,” which is used in 
the screen announcement, suggests 
important possibilities for comedy 
in the talking-picture. Here it was 
a continuous laugh in response to 


playing | 


| 


canned his well-known 
| Report.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


rather subtle burlesque by Beatrice | 


Lillie of a gawky woman putting 
on all the coy arts of the parlor 
soloist. 

Singer comes into draped setting 
decorated with nothing but a piano 
lamp, her accompanist being out of 
sight to one side, as indicated in 
pantomime. Singer starts to “tune 
up” after the manner of pretentious 
amateur songbirds, giving black 
looks to her accompanist. When 
she hits a high note the lamp shade 
rocks and trembles, and at length 
falls. This bit is worked up for 
laughs, becoming a critical moment 
as the top note approaches. Singer 
registers nervous apprehension, and 
at the finish grabs the lampshade, 
holding it in place while she goes 
after the vocal altitude. 

Second song is a sentimental bal- 
lad, “The Roses Have Made Me 
Remember.” Singer tries to take 
bouquet of roses from nearby vase, 
but they stick, and she has an awk- 
ward struggle. Then she can't 
handle them for an artistic pose. 
Good comedy business here, made 
so by the evident desire of the 
songstress to make an effective coy 
pose, in spite of difficulties. Whole 
thing is a little gem of character 
building, creating the picture of a 
coquettish dumbbell. Low comedy 
bit, with suggestion of subtle satire. 

Sound effect is rather heavy here, 
probably because the setting is 
small, and the volume comes to the 
audience out of proportion. 
ence reacted perfectly to all com- 
points, and number was con- 


Ru sh. 


BENIAMINO GIGLI and Marion 

Talley 
ViTAPHONE No. 499 
10 Mins. 

Warner’s, New York 

The Metropolitan Opera House. 
inadrab set, offered “Berne on the 
Singing Breeze,” from 
zammermoor.” The singing reris- 
tered tonefuliy and the pair photo- 
graphed well. The 
proved acceptable to the house but 
was mildly received. 

These operatic stars are not what 
they want in the picture houses, ac- 
cording to the reaction of this au- 
It is extremely doubtful if 
they mean a dollar at the box of- 


/}musicians sat 


javerage man 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 

Movietone No. 13 

“Treasurer's Report” (Comedy) 

10 Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Robert senchley, 

guy for the weekly, 


chief comical 
“Life,” has 
“Treasurer's 
It's a wow on Movietone. 
Wouldn't mean a thing probably for 
foreign audiences, but great for the 
or Woman in these 
United States. 

Scene is a banquet opening with 
a female warbler in the last gasps 
of a typical amateur soprano num- 
ber. Chairman announces that Mr. 
Benchley will next read the finan- 
cial statement for the year. 

Benchley clears his thpoat and 
zoes into a nervous, dry-as-dust 
statement rendered excruciatingly 
funny by his self-consciousness, his 
continual fidgeting, his spasmodic 
attempts to be witty and the utter 
naturalness of the situation. Diffi- 
cult to describe but a comedy 
knockout to see and hear, 

Ought to be the most popular item 
on Movietone'’s schedule to date. 

Land. 
BETTY COMPTON 
MOVIETONE (Magazine; No Num- 
ber) 
Two Mins. 
Times Sq., New York 

One of those fragments that seem 
to be interchangeable for making 
up specialty program or running in 
the Magazine. Here diseuse is in- 
troduced simply in sitting posture 
and goes into recitation of humor- 
ous piece about the perfumed Per- 
sian kitty who met a sinister yel- 
low tom cat and the consequences. 
Lrief, has a kick in the laugh finish, 
and off. 


Good filler. tush. 
* 


EARL BURTNETT and Biltmore 
Orch. (16) 

VITAPHONE No. 2295 

10 Mins. 

Warner’s, New York 

Burtnett’s Hotel Biltmore Or- 
chestra in a dull 10 mtnutes that 
could be cut in half. Popular or- 
chestrations comprise the routine, 
broken wp with a vocal solo of a 
pop song and an instrumental trio. 

During the latter, all of the other 
impassive. Several 
were included in the shot, and the 
self-consciousness of a violinist, 
who stole furtive glances at the 
camera, brought laughter from the 
house and crabbed the work of the 
other three. 

The medium shots and long shots 
were o. k. photographically, but the 
long shots, due to a drab back- 
zround, made it impossible to iden- 
tify several of the musicians. Care- 
less lighting and poor projection 
hurt the photography and had the 
house speculating about identities 
when it should have been concen- 
trating upon the music. Con, 


ILLUSTRATED SONG 
MOVIETONE (Magazine; No Num- 
ber) 
Two and a Half Mins 
Times Sq., New York 
Poorest of the group here pre- 
sented, and probably introduced 
only as prelude to “Mother Ma- 


| chree,” the Fox special film feature 


Audi- | 


holding forth at the house. 

John Vincent is the singer, and 
the song is “When We Were 
Young, Maggie,” done in the illus- 
trated song-slide manner, which is 
to say crude in its sentimental ap- 


peal. Vincent and a girl pose first 
as old man and woman in fireside 
setting while Vincent sings. Ap- 
propriate to the lyrics of the song, 
flashbacks are used to show old 
couple as young lovers in those 
'gushing settings of blossoming 
orchards in spring. 


The rest of the subjects had com- 
edy values, and this one in such 
company was blah. Made a trifle 


| more sentimental and it would have 


“Lucia di} 


combination | 


been travesty, which 
the right treatment 
Song” subject. 
EDDIE PEABODY and Jimmy 
Maisel 
VITAPHONE No. 2560 
10 Mins. 
Warner’s, New York 
Eddie Peubody, west coast band 


probably is 
for the “Ill. 
Rush, 


jleader and master of ceremonies, 
assisted by Jimmy Maisel in a 
series of banjo numbers, enter- 


fice, and it isn't at all doubtful that | 
Gustave von Seyffertitz added to |they fail to entertain when not 


Cor, 


tuined the customers at this house 
without much opposition from the 
other Vitaphone acts on the “Glori- 
ous Betsy” bill. 

Opening with an announcement 
about their repertoire, they double 


MARRY 
DON RR 
Fox production and release. Vriasiuced hy 
James Tinling. Screen billing features Lois 
Moran and Neil Hamilton. Story by I’hil 
Klein and Sidney Vantield. Screen adaptae 


tion by Randall Faye. At the Roxy, New 
York, week of May 19. Running time, over 
minutes 

Priscilla Moran 
Louise Bowen........ Moran 
Henry Hamilton 
Gen. Henry Kolker 
Aunt McDowell 


Excellent comedy, well acted, ex- 


pertly directed and produced, and 
nicely photographed with a degree 


of quality in the liughs certain to 
register strongest with audiences in 
the ftirst-run houses. 

Story and continuity 
Action interesting at all times and 
fast pace keeps going without a 
lapse. Ranks among the Lest pro- 
gsrammers on the Fox lineup. 

Story concerns a modern flapper 
encumbered with an old-fashioned 
aunt whose clothes date back a dec- 
ade and who controls the girl's in- 
heritance. The kid is alive, likes to 
wear natty bathing suits, and auntie 
thinks it’s a cardinal sin to expose 
anything above the ankle. 

Girl meets a fresh young lawyer 
whose ideas on women's behavior 
coincide with her aunt's. The young 
man is the son of the girl's elderly 
friend, also a lawyer. The pair 
frame a scheme whereby the girl 
plays twins, being a modest cousin, 
Priscilla, on the side. She gets at- 
tention in the modest role and then 
gets the boy sick of everything prim, 
gawkish and old fashioned. 

Incidents worked around the 
double play of character lead to a 
series of funny situations. While 
changing costumes the girl's clothes 
are locked in her car. She has to 
get into her bedreom in a night- 
sown and, in trying to elude her 
aunt, is obliged to hide in the boy 
friend's room. More -gags, and the 
girl is finally discovered in a com- 
promising situation. 

Lois Moran delivers some fine bits 
and secures able support from Ham- 
ilton. Henry Kolker and Claire Me- 
Dowell also score. Mori. 


HOT HEELS 


Universal production and release. Glen 
Tryon starred and Patsy Ruth Miller feae 
Directed by William James Craft. 
former jockey, in cast and probe 
ably featured by press shect. At Keith's 
Ilippodro:ne, New York, week May 21. 
Running time, around 55 minutes. 


are clever. 


A kind of a comedy picture that 
is good for the three-day neighbor- 
hoods and, of course, lesser time, 
because it has the fun stuff the com- 
munity folks think they like. It 
could have been a first runner if 
better judgement has been employed 
first by the writer and again by the 
story department and again by any- 
one who passed on the story besides 
the caster. 

It starts off with the Charlie 
Withers’ bucolic opry house scheme 
of the old time Jack Dalton meller, 
that will get its laughs. After that 
the film goes into a plot, quite 
simple in text, and winds up as a 
race track picture, this time the Ha- 
vana Steeplechase. 

Captions ordinarily should have 
had much to do with this story. 
These didn’t, but one title did: it 
was the laugh hit of the film and 
read: “Listen! I hear footsteps ap- 
proaching on horseback.” 

Now you know what kind of hoke 
is in it. 

Or again when the orchestra 
drummer tore a strip of linen as a 
girl in riding breeches mounted her 

(Continued on page 39) 


on the 
body 


banjos, “Banjoland,” Pea- 
singles “Ramona,” “Diane” 
and “Together,” and concluded with 
another double, ‘Dream Kisses.” 


Both excellent musicians, with 
| Peabody probably tops on the 
banjo. Con. 


| FLORENTINE CHOIR 
| VITAPHONE No. 2282 


of 


10 Mins. 
| Warner's, New York 
With Sandro Benclli conducting, 
j this Vitaputone is a perfect example 


what the average movie audience 
doesn't want. The 
close-ups revealing the lip action 
of the singers pronouncing Italian 
words were good for laughs in the 
wrong spot, and the photography, 
due to cheap drops and sets, was 
poor. This was particularly notices 
able in the long shots. 

Whoever is responsible for the 
direction of these Vitaphones should 
have discovered by this time that 
when a soloist is shown in a close- 
up or semi-close-up, he should 
shown alone and not surrounded by 


solos with the 


be 


troupe of inanimate, self-con- 
scious camera-shy people whose ef- 
forts to appear at ease are grected 


with gales of laughter by a picture 
Wise audience, 

Despite the handicaps, the singe 
ing of “Ninna Nanna” by the choir 
mildiy applauded. 

Regardless of the quality of the 


voices, it is mecessary to have a 

;combination of voice and personal 

feomeliness to entertain a picture 
Con. 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


Rackets in 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 1) 


peal pictures have worked up among 
ardent fans throughout the world, 
many of the local racketeers con- 
centrate their efforts on the fan 
mail situation. Once access to this 
mail is gained, the fans become 
bombarded from all angles with 
nickel and dime propositions. 

Studios are besieged daily with 
organizers of fan clubs for co-op- 
eration. Each has a different slant 
for operation, and the main object 
is to get access to a certain star's 
mail. 

Once this is obtained, the pro- 
moter will set about to write the 
most endearing letters to the yokels, 
inviting them to join the great John 
Doake’s club, and that he, the or- 
ganizer, will act as their personal 
ambassador to the. movie folks in 
Hollywood. When the original club 
gets well under way the promoter 
will prevail upon his members to 
organize branch clubs in their terri- 
tory, and before long he has estab- 
lished a strong network of clubs 
throughout the country under his 
leadership. 

There are many ways for a con- 
ductor of a fan club to cash in 
besides the usual membership fee. 
Chief among these are the sucker 
lists which he sells or uses to pro- 
mote other schemes. The only ben- 
efit to be derived by the members 
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is the satisfaction of believing they 
have a personal representative in 
Hollywood who some day may be 
useful to them in presenting their 
request to one of the many stars 
for a photograph. The yokels do 
not realize this same service can 
be had for the price of mailing a 
letter direct to the star. 


Stars Fall 


A majority of the stars no longer 
demand proverbial two-bit 
piece for a photograph. Anything 
they can do to encourage a closer 
relationship with the fans enhances 
and prolongs their popularity. This 
cannot be achieved through clubs 
where fees are being charged, yet 
there are a number of stars sus- 
ceptible to a sales talk from these 
promoters. 

A case proving that some of the 
wise film stars are bigger yokels 
than the kids back in Kalamazoo 
can be cited and credited te a for- 
mer film salesman and ex-promoter 
of small film companies. This lad 
came to Hollywood and found it a 
tough spot to promote money for 
his many film ventures, and in turn 
promoted a fan club through the 
aid of a few secretaries handling 
mail for the stars. 

By writing to the kiddies and 
promising them everything but the 
bank roll he was able to build up 
a large membership. 

Aside from this, he claims to ren- 
der a complete service, including 
answering questions and delivering 
messages direct to the stars that 
the members might request. 

This was the original intention, 
but when the club grew to great 
bounds the difficulty of answering 
letters individually was covered up 
by issuing a program-size pamphlet 
that would keep the members well 
informed of everything that went on 
in Hollywood. The printing and 
mailing of this little handbill cost 
money, and since he was working 
only for the interests of the stars, 
why shouldn’t they be called upon 
to pay this expense? They were, 
but from the angle of joining the 
club as honorary members with a 
fee ranging all the way from what 
have you up to $100. This entitles 
the star joining the honor list to 
free plugging in the club’s organ, 
while in the meantime the club is 
increasing with the prestige of these 
names in back of it. 

According to the leader, who 
terms himself a great big brother 


Fand issues his bedtime stories to 


the kiddies, the nickels and dimes 
sent to him are furnishing three 
squares a day, a nice car and 4a 
swelling bank account. 
The Latest Racket 

One of the latest colossal schemes 
to cash in on the fan mail situa- 
tion and which makes the ex-film 
salesman look Jike a piker, was con- 
ceived by a man in Hollywood who 
tried to establish a central depot 
for reading, filing and answering 
the sacks of mail received daily in 
Hollywood for the movie stars. His 
plan was to charge $1 for auto- 
graphed photographs and to divide 
the country into zones, selling the 
rights to these zones at $1,000 each. 
Owners of territories would receive 
a 50 per cent cut on all orders re- 
ceived from his district. The scheme 
did not get very far before the 
District Attorney became interested 
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in it and started an investigation. 
Regardless of what decision the 
D. A. may reach, there is little 
chance of the studios now conduct- 
ing their own fan mail departments 
on a constructive and business-like 
basis to turn this work over to 
such an ambitious enterprise. 


The most amusing stunt for ac- 
quiring addresses from fan mail 
was revealed by a local studio when 
one of the racketeers approached 
it for the cancelled stamps and 
envelopes on all foeeign mail re- 
ceived by their stars. His plan was 
to start a fad among the fans for 
collecting and exchanging fan mail 
envelopes on the same order as 
stamp collectors gather stamps. 
For instance, he would create a 
demand for exchanging a Gloria 
Swanson envelope sent from Japan 
for a Tom Mix envelope from Con- 
stantinople. There is no record so 
far this scheme left the home 
plate. 

Investigations 


Since there are numerous other 
angles for playing the fan mail 
game, there are other rackets now 
being executed in Hollywood that 
are just as important and profitable 
until someone gets burned. Then 
an investigation is ealled to put the 
fire out. 

A dishwasher had overheard the 
possibilities of the mail order busi- 
ness. Coming in close contact with 
starving writers frequenting the 
beanery where he worked, he got 
the idea of selling courses in sce- 
nario writing. The dishwasher 
saved enough money to place adver- 
tisements for this course. Orders 
came in so fast that he quit the 
dishwashing job and opened an of- 
fice for handling all correspondence 
and teaching of the course himself. 
When the law discovered the dish- 
washer knew nothing about scenario 
writing, he was stopped and made 
to refund the dollars collected for 
his crudely prepared four-page 
pamphlet on “How to Write Sce- 
narios.” 


Another get rich scheme con- 
cocted by one of the disciples .of 
Wallingford sought to control ad- 
vertising endorsements of all the 
screen celebrities. The plan was to 
charge the advertiser an exorbitant 
fee for the use of.star’s pictures 
and endorsements, and in turn kick 
back a percentage of the fee to 
the star. The plan did not get far 
because the influential names that 
appealed mostly to advertisers would 
not consent to be a party to it. 


There are quite a number of art- 
ists who drop off in town to do a 
little sketching of the high salaried 
moguls of the picture business. 
Some are legitimate, while other¢ 
produce phoney assignments from 
national magazine and art syndi- 
cates to sketch the stars. Real 
artists are welcomed with many 
courtesies while on the lot, but it 
often turns out that after the sketch 
is made the artist prevails upon the 
subject to purchase the original at 
a fabulous price, claiming he would 
make another from it for publica- 
tion. This often causes embarrass- 
ment for the star, who had no in- 
tention of buying a painting or 
sketch. 


After sitting at intervals over a 
period of several days, one of the 
male stars pictured his patience 
would be rewarded by a duplicate 
of the painting used on the cover 
of a national magazine of large cir- 
culation. He held the highest re- 
gard for the artist during his 
sketching until the canvas was fin- 
ished, then the star was approached 
with the proposition of purchasing. 
The condition of sale called for 
$1,000 down and a balance of $4,000, 
to be paid upon delivery after the 
reproduction plates for publication 
were made. The star stuck his fist 
through the canvas and was glad 
to settle an assault and battery 
charge of $500 to keep the imposter’s 
mouth shut, 


Pamphlet Hijacker 


An annoying racket to be foisted 
on the motion picture industry is 
the issuing of alleged trade papers 
of a handbill nature, mostly on the 
coast. One of these rags started to 
tell producers how to run their 
business. This advice was sent out 
in the form of a small bi-monthly 
paper. When its promoter finally 
got the paper introduced, he went 
in for criticizing and reviewing pic- 
tures, picking on misplaced commas 
and dashes in the titles, acknowl- 
edging at the same time he knew 
nothing of the picture business, but 
was at liberty to voice his opinion 
on how pictures should be made. 

This was passed off, but when he 
threatened to hijack people into 
paying for good reviews of the 
pictures, the news spread quickly, 


and the few who had taken him 
‘seriously were glad to know the 


real purpose of his interest to the 
picture business. 

The rag is still being published 
but shows no sympathy to anyone 
refusing to advertise or help sup- 
port the printing of it and the up- 
keep of his butler, whom he often 
refers to as being an aid in inspir- 
ing great editorials for the pro- 
ducers. 

Reason for Locals 

The basis for the origin of the 
local moving picture paper racket 
is accredited to a desire for the 
publisher and editors of these 
papers to gain entree to the studios. 
Many papers have been promoted on 
the strength of the lure it holds for 
the angels to mingle with the celebs 
through their connection with a pic- 
ture paper. One printer in Hollywood 
had wanted to get into the picture 
business for the past six years. Two 
sharpshooters outlined a _ golden 
vision of conducting a daily and the 
printer is paying a big price for his 
admission to the picture studios. 
Another eyesore of the industry 
are the gyp picture producers who 
will advertise in the metropolitan 
newspapers for new screen finds. 
When the ignorant applicants look 
like money, they are shaken for a 
grand or down as low as $100 for 
the privilege of acting in the pro- 
posed picture. These pictures when- 
ever made sometimes see a projec- 
tion machine but in the majority are 
attached for debts of unscrupulous 
operators and the suckers who paid 
to act are left holding the bag. 

Killing Credit 

The many crooked deals pulled in 
past years by gyp producers make 
it almost impossible for a legitimate 
picture company to promote money. 
Very few permits to sell picture 
stock are issued because they can- 
not stand investigation or show 
sufficient tangible assets. Teis 
makes the organizers resort to other 
tactics. 

Another scheme for promoting 

money to make pictures was brought 
to light when an Italian promoter 
got the idea for filming weddings. 
He would watch the wedding an- 
nouncements in the paper, follow 
these down and propose to film 
their wedding as an Installment of a 
series of foreign weddings. These 
would ultimately be shown in 20,000 
theatres throughout the country, but 
the groom would have to pay for 
the expense, which always allowed 
a wide margin of profit for the pro- 
moter, 
This racket was played on the 
foreign element of Los Angeles and 
afforded an easy graft until some 
of the customers called for a show- 
down, or at least an opportunity to 
look at the film. The promoter could 
not deliver and when stillettos and 
knives were threatened the Italian 
blew town, leaving word with his 
friends that he was on his way to 
Italy for the purpose of interesting 
Mussolini in the picture business. 

The > are still a few acting 
schoois in operation about Holly- 
wood but these are watched so close 
by the Better Business Bureau that 
there isn’t a chance to get away 
with much. Yet it is surprising to 
see the number that are in opera- 
tion, with patronage from all types, 
races and nationalities. 

Perhaps the pettiest racket is the 
case of cheap free lance press 
agents or exploiters, They hang 
around the casting offices looking 
for ambitious girls unacquainted 
with the customs of the picture 
business. Approaching them, the 
leach paints a beautiful picture 
of a gareer ahead, if she will let 
him manage and put her across. 
The girl will do most anything to 
get money for the press agent to 
work on. There pad been cases 
of this kind where a girl has 
gone without food in order to scrape 
her last $5 for the man who prom- 


ises to get her work but never does, 
And the racket goes on without re. 
calling the tragedies it leaves be. 
hind, 


Coast Guild’s Election 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

At the election of officers of the 
Catholic Motion Picture Guild for 
the coming year, John W. Considine, 
Jr.. was unanimously re-elected 
président. Vice-presidents, also re- 
elected, are Johnny Hines, Tom 
Gallery, Colleen Moore, James Ryan 
and Charlie McHugh. 

James F. Cooney, executive sece 
retary, and May McAvoy, treasurer, 
also re-elected. 


STARRING FRANCES LEE 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Frances Lee has been ‘elevated to 
stardom after serving three years 
as leading lady opposite Bobby Ver- 
non for Christies. 

Miss Lee will be featured in a 
series of eight short comedies, titled 
“Confessions of a Chorus Girl.” 

Walter Graham will direct, with 
Billy Engel and Sid Smith in sup- 
port. 


Kerry’s One Foreign Film 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Norman Kerry is leaving this 
week for England to play the lead 
in “The Bondman” for the British 
National Film Co. 

The picture will be cameraed in 
the Isle of Man, Sicily and Corsica 
under the direction of Herbert Wil- 
cox. 

Kerry will return to Hollywood 
at the completion of the one sub- 
ject. 


S 


RAS BROTHERS 


AmMBasSADOR 


st. LOUIS. MO 


M. of & B. L. 


Worth Publix 


“Teap Year Fancies”’ 
is the new stage show. 
It ought to be popular 
if for no other reason 
than that Al Morey is 
given twice as much to 
do as usual.—J. G. 


TREEN and BARNETT 


THE UNSOPHISTICATED CO-EDS OF SONG AND DANCE 
Featured by FANCHON and MARCO in the 
“SALLY FROM HOLLYWOOD” IDEA 


Versatility 
Now at Melba, Brooklyn, 


| HOWARD EMERSON 


and ORCHESTRA 


Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


Showmanship 


for indefinite engagement 


— 


BENNY STRONG 


with LOU McDERMOTT’S 
“DIXIE FLIER” Unit 
WEEK MAY 20—HARDING THEATRE, CHICAGO 
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ste 


“Because 


you need BETTER 


pictures 


—another those Convenient Myths! 


Alibi Al still blames it on the weather— 


“You can’t do decent business in hot 
weather.... They just won’t come.” 


But most exhibitors know better now. 
They’ve found Al’s line is pure Boloney — 
It’s been the Fizzles, not the Sizzle, that kept 


That’s why so many showmen are buying 
up FIRST NATIONAL’S entire Special 


Summer Series.... 


3 Important Specials and 16 Features with 
Leading Stars. 


VARIETY 23 


the folks away. 


They'll come, all right, if the picture’s big 
enough. 


But the product must be BETTER than in 


For the first time in history, a Group plan- 
ned definitely to help you meet Summer 
conditions, with 


ONE SURE MONEY-MAKER FOR EVERY 


SUMMER WEEK! 


winter months. 


COLLEEN MOORE 
in “Happiness Ahead” 


COLLEEN MOORE 
in “Oh Kay!” 


RICHARD BARTHELMESS 
in “The Wheel of Chance” 


An Alfred Santell Production 


RICHARD BARTHELMESS 
in “Out Of The Ruins” 


“HAROLD TEEN” 
with Arthur Lake, Mary Brian, 


*“VAMPING VENUS” 
with CHartre Murray, Louise Fazenda, 


Thelma Todd 


**THREE-RING MARRIAGE” 
with Mary Astor—Lloyd Hughes 


MILTON SILLS 


in Hawk’s Nest” 
with Doris Kenyon 


“LADY BE GOOD” 
with Dorothy Mackaill—Jack Mulhall 


KEN MAYNARD 


3 Specials 
Mack Sennett’s personally directed 


“THE GOOD-BYE KISS’’ . 
with 3 New Star finds— 


Alice White Johnny Burke, Sally Eilers, Matty Kemp in “The Upland Rider” 
BILLIE DOVE | ‘THE BARKER” a CHARLIE MURRAY 
in “The Yellow Lily” with Mitton Sitts—Dorothy Mackaill in “The Head Man” 


Betty Compson 
A George Fitzmaurice Production 
RICHARD BARTHELMESS. 


in “THE PATENT LEATHER KID” 
An Alfred Santell Production 


Bember of Motion Picture Producers ext Distibutors of America inc~ Will H.Hays Jrendent 


“HEART TO HEART” 
with Mary Astor—Lloyd Hughes 


KEN MAYNARD 
in “Code of the Scarlet” 


JOHNNY HINES 
in “The Wright Idea” 


HARRY LANGDON 
in “Here Comes the Band > 
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EMIL JANNINGS CLARA Bow GEORGE BANCROFT y 
: “The Street of Sin” “Ladies of the Mob” “The Drag Net” ; 
Good News! the best 
PARAMOUNT PICTURES the year 
between now and August Ist 
a 
E 
re-read 
PARAMOUNT’S 
| Announcement 
i of the 
Whole Show 
Program 
_ THOMAS MEIGHAN FRED THOMSON FYELDS-CONKLIN 
| any month—any season—the most product—the best product 


THE WHOLE SHOW FROM MOTION PICTURE HEADQUARTERS — 


PARAMOUNT 
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PICTURES 


Fox Dealing With Stanley 
For Merger and With Poli 
For Buy—Close to Closing? 


Fox is dealing with the Stanley 
Company for & merger of that thea- 
tre exhibition chain into Fox Thea- 
tres, and is also negotiating with 
§. Z. Poli to purchase the Poli cir- 
t of vaudfilm theatres in New 
William Fox is reported 


his own company in the 
with each re- 


cui 
England. 

acting for 
pending transactions, 


STILL 
Telling the World that 


Monk Watson 


and the 


Keystone 
Serenaders 


Have Broken All Records After 
Two Solid Years at the 


GRAND RIVIERA, DETROIT, 


Arrangements by 


BENNY KYTE 


. The Talk of Chicago 


ORGAN CLUB 
HARDING THEATRE 
106th Week and Still Growing 


WEST COAST’S BROADWAY 
PORTLAND, ORE, 


ported close to closing. It is said 
that the deals are awaiting the ar- 
rival in New York this coming Sat- 
urday (26) of W. R. Sheehan, the 
other Fox executive, who will con- 
fer with William Fox. 


Another report is that Publix is 
in communication with Stanley and 
Adolph Zukor is personally inter- 
esting himself. If that blocks Fox 
there may be a delay. However, if 
either does consummate a deal, it 
may be at once announced. 


Fox, absorbing Stanley would give 
Fox immediate control of First Na- 
tional, the picture producer. Stan- 
ley has been frequently mentioned 
as about to merge, with the Stan- 
ley group steadfastly denying it. 
One Stanley man this week wanted 
to take an oath it is not so. 

There appears to continue internal 
friction among the Stanley stock- 
holders with its market quotations 
the past few weeks sharply reflect- 
ing this. Another reason given for 
Stanley dropping near 30 is that 
it’s earning at the rate of $2 a 
share on stock expecting a $4 divi- 
dend and upon which $3 will be 
paid. A claim often repeated by the 
larger theatre traders is that the 
Stanley “water” enters too heavily 
into every proposal of merger for 
that concern, 

Stanley, when taking over its sub- 
sidiary chains, paid liberally for 
them. That is admitted by the 
Stanley heads and it in part led 
to the current large capitalization 
of the tSanley Company, estimated 
in money at around $80,000,000. On 
the Stanley chain of about 300 
houses are about 10 capable of 
playing a Class A presentation stage 
show or stage hand unit. Among 
the 10 are the Strands in New York 
and Brooklyn, and the Stanleys in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Jer- 
sey City. 

Poli’s Price 

Poli recently hung onto $450,000, 
the amount of the option forfeit 
paid by Mae Shoolman of Boston 
for a $22,500,000 purchase price of 
the Poli circuit. Shoolman failed to 
excise his option, which was ex- 
tended for him by Poli from Jan. 1 
to Feb. 1. 

Poli’s proposal to Fox is said 
to be at a selling price of $21,- 
000,000, with Fox’s counter re- 
ported at between $19,000,006 and 
$20,000,000. William Fox is said to 
be guided in his dealings with Poli 
solely upon the realty appraisal he 
has secured of the Poli properties, 
most all of which are held by Poli 
in fee simple, free of encumbrance. 

In the Shoolman option, Poli 
guaranteed all titles. Shoolman was 
reported around Feb, 1 to believe 
he had an out to secure the return 
of the forfeit upon the allegation 
Poli could not deliver a clear title 
to every one of his theatres, It was 
also then reported that Poli was 


Oriental, 


The Jesse Crawford Organ Concert : 


Jesse Crawford at 


Chicago 


New Shorts 


Short films, playing the Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum houses in the ma- 
jority, and known as Aesop's Fables, 
Topics of the Day and Felix the Cat, 
| will be distributed by FBO, it is 
snid. 

The distribution will start with 
the new season, from the report. 


Exclusive House 
for Vita-Warners 


CrowdedwithRuns 


San Francisco, May 22, 

Through holding “The Jazz Sing- 
er” for a run of 11 weeks and cur- 
rent run of “Tenderloin,” for at 
least four weeks and possibly long- 
er, with several other Warner fea- 
tures played for two or three weeks, 
Icmbassy, here, exclusive Warner 
Bros. picture and Vitaphone house, 
has been forced to release some of 
the Warner first run features to 
subsequent run houses. The time 
limits originally specified were 
passed and no open time to play 
them before next season’s product 
will be available. 

Embassy was opened last Novem- 
ber by William B. Wagnon, non- 
showman, in the strict sense in that 
his only previous experience had 
been his connection with Alexander 
Pantages in the building of the new 
Pantages house-here two years ago. 

Since its opening Embassy has 
not had a losing week, due to low 
operating expense and the arrange- 
ment with Warners whereby the 
overhead is first taken from the 
gross and everything above that 
split 50-50 with the. Warners. 

Wagnon has exclusive Vitaphone 
franchise for San Francisco. Its re- 
cent run of 11 weeks with “The 
Jazz Singer’ set a new run mark 
‘for the town, both as to length of 
stay and total revenue. 


G. J. LLOYD’S TREATMENT 
Los Angeles, May 22. 


Gerritt J. Lloyd, associated with 
D. W. Griffith as a scenario and 
publicity writer for 10 years, is 
making the screen treatment of 
“The Pioneer Woman,” original by 
Harry Carr, local newspaperman, 
who originally sold the story to 
Cc. B. DeMille. 

Production will start about July 1, 
at which time Griffith will take the 
entire company to Kentucky to film 
the exteriors. 


prepared to comply with his agree- 
ment and _ terms. If Shoolman 
thought he had such a claim, up 
to date he has failed to file an ac- 
tion. 

Both Stanley and Poli are said 
to have been also flirting with 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum since the 
Murdock-Kennedy combo took over 


|the direction of that chain last 
week. From understanding K-A-O 
{does not wish to talk of theatre 


| acquirements to an extensive quan- 
| tity at the present time, prefering 
| first adjusting itself to the utterly 


that circuit. 

Fox recently purchased the West 
Coast Theatres circuit of the Pacifie 
Slope and the Saxe chain in Wis- 
consin. It narrowly missed having 
the Finklestein & Riben theatre cir- 
|} cuit of Minnesota, with that deal 


Coast Union Trouble Over 
Sound Booth Operators; Fantom 


Screen Withdrawn at Chinese 


VARIETY . 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Theatre owners on the Coast are 


having their difficulties with the 
picture operators regarding the 
wage scale for a theatre using 


Movietone and Vitaphone. 

Demands of the union on the en- 
tire Coast are that two men be em- 
ployed to a shift with a minimum 
of two shifts a day, six hours each, 
for houses using the sound contri- 
vances. Union also provides that a 
minimum scale of $95 be paid for a 
seven-day week. 

In some towns compromises have 
been made and in some instances, 
for part time use of Vitaphone and 
Movietone, concessions have been 
made that three instead of four 
men be used in the booths. 

In Sacramento and Oakland, West 
Coast Theatres had -the talkers in- 
stalled in two of their houses. How- 
ever, when the trouble came up with 
the union the houses did not start 
operating these devices. 

Crauman’s Chinese also went to 
the mat, but with the stagehands, 
last week. Latter organization de- 
manded extra men be used for Fan- 


tom Screen which enlarges. the 
spectacle sequences in “Trail of 


House replied by immediately eli- 
minating the device and will not 


Coast Trade — 


Los Angeles, May 22. 


Jack Mansfield, assistant to Har- 
old B. Franklin, and W. H. Lollier, 
executive in charge of budgeting of 
West Coast houses, leave this week 
on a three-week tour of company’s 
holdings for purpose of investigat- 
ing conditions and rearranging 
budgets of houses. 

Business has been poor of late 
all along the coast. 


ONE TALKER SESSION ONLY 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The three exhibitions of syn- 
chronized pictures which the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences had planned .to arrange 
thréugh the courtesy of the Fox, 
Paramount and Warner studios 
during consecutive weeks will not 
occur. 

The Fox session, held during the 
past week, may be the only one for 
the present. 


CAREY WILSON’S CHANCE 

Los Angeles, Myy 22. 
Carey Wilson, scenarist, producer 
and creator of original stories for 
First National, who faded out of the 
picture after Al Rockett took charge, 
was brought back by John McCor- 
mick to write the continuity for “Oh 
Kay,” Colleen Moore's next for F. N. 
His work on this saript was 89, 
good that F. N. is thinking of re- 
signing him to a long term contract. 


‘reported still but mildly in the air. | 


Harold Franklin, who is the west- 


|} ern theatre operator for Fox, under | 


contract to West Coast, is due also 
arrive in New York the end of 


to 


| this week. | 

! Fox was reported when taking! @@ 

lover W. C. to have interested money 
sources affiliated with the American 


| Telegraph and Telephone C: 


ympany. | 


j use it in those units which go out 
Ji. the road next fall if the union 
insists upon its demands, Added 
men would have swollen the pic- 
ture’s weekly “nut” in each road 
company by about $500. 


BENNY 


CUTE, EH! 


All Records 


_ Marks Bros. Granada 
and 


Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, IIl., Indefinitely 


Exclusive Okeh Recording Artist 


Motion Pictures 
Par Excellence 
Are Directed for 


F OX 
ALFRED 
GREEN 


They Are All Sure Fire 
at the Box Office 


Doing the Biggest Box Office 
Business of Any Stage Pre- 
sentations and Units on the 


Pacific Coast 


ROXY THEATRE 
CLYDE COTTAM 
Comedy Toe Dancer 
32 Roxyettes 


(Courtesy Russell Markert) 


WEEK MAY 19-26, 1928 


NOVELLO 


Pantomimic € 
Two Black Dots 
Sensational Dancers 


BROS. 
omedians 


PRODUCERS—ARTISTS 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
HELEN KANE 
Personality Singer 
(Courtesy Harry Bestry) 


No Matter Where You Go, You’ll Find Acts Booked by LOU IRWIN the Best of Their Kind 
MARK STRAND THEATRE 


For Quick Action—Sure Results 


SEE 


LOU IRWIN, INC. - - - Suite 1110, 1560 Broadway, New York 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
16 MY MARYLAND SINGEKS 


(Courtesy Tommy Thompson) 


(Male) 
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reatest Box-Office Program Ever Offered | 
by COLUMBIA PICTURES...Never before [gga 


so marvelous and outstanding a line-up of Big 5 : 

Stage Plays, Renowned Authors, Recognized occ 

Stars... Dollar for Dollar Value, the Best 

Buy in the Industry—and backed by a Pro- gobs 

ducing organization with years of reputa- | 

tion for delivering the merchandise and 
good on every promise 
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PICTURES 


Vitaphone at Strand, N. Y., Replaces 
Presentation; Orchestra Cut to 20 Men 


Starting June 2, the New York 
Strand will play Vitaphone subjects 
exclusively in lieu of presentations, 
the Stanley stage units winding up 
the week of May 25 at the Manhat- 
tan stand. They will go direct from 
Jersey City to Brooklyn, skipping 
New York. The Brooklyn Strand 
will ultimately also eschew the 
Stanley units and play Vitaphone 
talkers. 

Brooklyn Strand is already wired 
for Vitaphone, having played “The 
Jazz Singer” for two weeks. The 
New York Strand is being currently 
wired and opens June 2 with “Ten- 
derloin” (Warner-Vitaphone). 

This week, Edward L. Hyman’s 
“Streets of New York” presentation 
and next week’s “Graduation Days" 
(Harry W. Crull production) are 
the final units at the New York 
Strand. 

With the units closing, Leon 
Navara will be switched to the 
Brooklyn Strand for a week and 
the regular house orchestra at the 
Manhattan Strand cut to about 20 
men under Alois Reiser’s direction. 
The Vitaphone programs may be 
augmented by an occasional flash 


act. 
Stanley units will be continued in 
town, where they do business. 


Pittsburgh and Philadelphia needs 
them because of the heavy competi- 
tion; so does Jersey City, where the 
units have been clicking. 

Ray Teal is winding up a four 
weeks’ stay in Brooklyn, at the 
Strand, this week. 


Vita’s Comedy Sketch 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Bryant Foy is making a Vita- 
phone sketch of “The Regular Busi- 
ness Man,” the act Douglas Fair- 
banks did in vaudeville before he 
went into pictures. The players are 
Robert* Ober, Lucy Beaeumont and 
gohn Sainpolis. 

Foy has also signed Conlin and 
Glass to make a Vita record. 


IK. M.’s Demand “Sunday” 


Chicago, May 22. 

Wilmette, fashionable North 
Shore suburb, is to have Sunday 
movies. The Sunday movie ban 
has been lifted after many years 
of—strict enforcement. 

In the recent balloting 2,779 voted 
for lifting of the ban, while 455 
voiced their stand against pictures. 

Servants in the various homes 
were responsible for the ban being 
lifted. Householders say maids and 
other domestics insist on movies on 
Sunday afternoons. Now they are 
forced to go to Chicago, which 
makes many of them late for Sun- 
day dinner. The new ruling goes 
into effect shortly. 


BUSHMAN’S RETURN 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Francis X. Bushman will return 
to the screen in a featured role for 
Gotham Productions. His first as- 
signment will be in “The Man 
Higher Up,” which is to start pro- 
duction after Gotham completes the 
filming of ‘“Companionate Mariage.” 

Erle Kenton will direct. 


BUSHMAN BACK 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

-Douglas Fairbanks and his wife, 
Mary Pickford, leave Europe June 2 
and will arrive in Hollywood about 
June 15. 

They intend going into production 
shortly after their arrival, with 
I'airbanks starting immediately on 
a sequel to the “Three Musketeers.” 

Hines’ 3d Title Change 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Johnny Hines’ present and last 
picture for First Natioanl has had 
the third title change since start- 
ing on production. 

It was first known as 
Magic,” then “Big Business” 
now it is “The Wright Idea.” 


“Black 
and 


Publix May Have 4 
Units, Color-Named 


A proposal is under discussion for 
the split of Publix theatres into 
four divisions, with a distinct type 
of unit going over each route. 

It was intended to name these 
routes and units A, B, C, and D. 
Under the new arrangement it is 
proposed to give each route a color 
name, red, white, blue and so on. 

The change from letters to colors 
is proposed because the former 
might leave an impression of in- 
feriority. All the units are to be 
equally costly in production: 


Mechanical Talks 
For Instruction 


Of Film Salesmen 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

It is unlikely that large distribu- 
tion organizations will hold sales 
conventions in the future to which 
they have to bring sales executives, 
stars and studio officials from all 
over the world to talk to the sales- 
men on the coming season’s produc- 
tions. 


It is said Paramount next year 


will eliminate the distribution con- 
ventions and in their stead have the 
officials talk to the various sales- 
men in each city and territory over 
the sound device instruments that 
will be used in the future. 

The officials, it is said, will make 
their speeches in front of the Movie- 
tone or other sound device cameras 
with copies of these prints being 
sent to the exchanges in’ all parts 
of the world. 

It is figured that the talks made 
by the people mechanically will be 
just as good and as effective as if 
they would be made in person, at 
the same time it is expected the 
distribution organizations will save 
better than one million dollars in 
time and money through this meth- 
od of propaganda to their own 
forces. 
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Texan Court Says Exhib’s Vita 


Exclusive Franchise Holds Good 


Publix Southern Shake-Up! 


Atlanta, Ga., May 22. 

Considerable shaking up by Pub- 
lix in the southeastern territory. 

Willard Patterson, for the last 
two years district manager for 
UniversAl has joined Publix to 
take one of the newly created Pub- 
lix district managerships. This in- 
cludes the deluxe house in Birming- 
ham, and the Howard and Keith's 
Georgia here. 

M. S. Hill, district 
Publix, will take the 
cluding Montgomery, Savannah, 
Macon, Augusta, Columbia, S. C., 
and the Rialto and Forsyth theatres 
here. W. E. Drumbar, formerly 
with Publix at Charlotte, takes over 
the Tennessee territory including 
Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Jack- 
son and the houses in Anniston, Ala., 
and the smaller houses in Birming- 
ham. 

All district managers will have 
headquarters in the local Howard 
theatre building. The changes be- 
come effective this week. 


manager for 
territory in- 


FATTY MAY DIRECT 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Roscoe Arbuckle has returned to 
the coast after an absence of over 
a year. He has no definite plans for 
his future, but may return to the 
picture field as a director with 
United Artists. 

Arbuckle has conferred with Jo- 
seph M. Schenck several times the 
past week, 


MEL SHAUER ABROAD 


Mel Shauer, Paramount, leaves 
for Europe next week to investi- 
gate changes in the foreign film and 
theatre field. 

Shauer is the son of E. Shauer, 
head of the foreign department for 
Paramount. The former may re- 
main in Europe as head of Publix 
theatres there. 


San Antonio, May 22. 

The Court of Civil Appeals sus- 
tained the Aztec theatre injunc- 
tion against Warner Bros., Publix 
and others, giving Epstein, who 
controls the theatre, a sweeping vic- 
tory in his contention that his con- 
tract gives him exclusive right to 
the showing of Warner's Vitaphone 
films in this city. 

Should the case go to the higuer 
courts it would be tried before a 
jury, which procedure is considered 
unlikely. 

The decision is regarded as a 
blow against the alleged monopoly 
of Publix in the southwest on top 
of the late Si Charninsky'’s victory 
and judgment against Paramount in 
Dallas. 

Publix here wanted to play Vita. 
Epstein claimed an exclusive con- 
tract with Warners. The latter set 
up that Epstein had allowed his 
franchise to lapse through disuse. 


CASTER NOW REALTOR 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Robert Scott, former assistant in 
the casting offices of the Paramount 
studios, i now casting director for 
Hal Roach, replacing Ruth Wright. 
Miss Wright resigned.to go into 
the real estate business. 


Butler’s 2d Newsreei 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

After completing direction on 
“Prep and Pep” for Fox, David 
Butler will start on a newsreel 
story through Europe. 

This is planned to be a follow-up 
picture for “The News Parade,” 
which Butler recently made for 
Fox. 


Gregor Back with T-8 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Arthur Gregor has returned to 
Tiffany-Stahl as a director and be- 
gins this week on “Beautiful But 
Dumb.” 
Alma Bennett will play the lead. 


“NED WAYBURN’S 


A COMPANY OF 12 SOLO DANCERS—TRAINED FOUR YEARS 


Featured with Harry Crull’s Production Entitled “GRADUATION DAYS” 


NOW AT NEW STANLEY THEATRE, JERSEY CITY—On at 2:40, 6:30, 9:10 P. M. 
Beginning Saturday Matinee, May 26, at STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK 


Week June 


2—-Strand Theatre, Brooklyn 
Week June 9—Branford Theatre, Newark, N. J. 
Week June 16—Earle Theatre, Washington, D. C. 


Week July 
Week July 


Week June 25—Stanley Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
2—Stanley Theatre, Baltimore, Md. 
9—Stanley Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Booked by LAWRENCE J. GOLDE, 1560 Broadway, New York City—Phone Bryant 4351 


May 21st (1st Half), 


NED WAYBURN’S PROMENADERS 


COMPANY OF 20 


Music, New York 
On at 3:00 P. M., 6:00 P. M. and 9:00 P. M. 
May 24th (Last Half), at Fox’s Audubon Theatre 
(168th Street and Broadway) 
Easton, Pa., May 28; Allentown, Pa., May 31; Harrisburg, Pa., June 4; 
Savoy, Brooklyn, June 7 
AT LIBERTY, Beginning June 14th, 1928 


at Fox’s Academy 


NED WAYBURN’S BUDS 


COMPANY OF 14 


MAY 28th (WEEK) AT B. F. KEITH’S HIPPODROME 


Has Played Continuously Since July 31st, 1927, Keith-Albee-Orpheum, 
Wilmer & Vincent, Poli and Interstate Circuits 


AVAILABLE BEGINNING JUNE 4th 


EVERY TYPE OF DANCING FOR 


Home-Study Course in S 


if you want the best training 
tained anywhere—send for Ned 


if You Cannot Come to Ned Wayburn 
Ned Wayburn Will Come to You 
He will send his own Inspiring Voice on 


Phonograph Records to teach you Stage Danc- 
ing right in your own home. 


NED WAYBURN’S 


merely as a sure road to health and beauty— 


| interesting FREE booklet EHF, which gives 
| complete details of his marvelous Home-Study 
| “ourse—tells what he can do for YOU! 


tage Dancing 


Free Book Tells All 
If you are interested in a stage dancing career Spag 
for the big money, fame, happiness it offers— eo 
or even if you are interested in stage dancing 


that can be ob- 
Wayburn's new, 


Sundays. 


(Entrance on 60th Street.) 
(Closed Saturday at 6 P. M.) 


STAGE OR SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


At Surprisingly Low Cost 


You Can Start in Classes Any Monday 
Special Training for Boys and Men 
Private Lessons Any Time by Appointment 


Children's Classes Every Saturday 


Courses in Stage Managing, Ballroom Dancing 


Instruction, Class or Private 


Call at Studios or Write for FREE Booklet EF 


WAYBURN 


Studios of Stage Dancing Inc. 


1841 Broadway, at Columbus Circle, New York 


Open 9 A. M. to 10 P. M. Daily Except 
Phone Columbus 3500 


REDUCE OR BUILD 
UP SAFELY AND 
SANELY 


Avoid dangerous drugs and 
health-impairing diets 


Join Ned Wayburn’s day or eve- 
ning classes in “Limbering and 
Stretching.” 


Moderate cost 


Fan. 
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Rings the 


“GREATEST BUSINESS EVER ENJOYED” 


—Roger Sherman Theatre, New Haven 


“PHENOMENAL BUSINESS; BETTER THAN “JAZZ SINGER?” 


-—G. V. Palmes, Mobile 


“TREMENDOUS BUSINESS, DESPITE STRONGEST OPPOSITION” 


“MOST THRILLING PICTURE IN YEARS” 


—John Hamrick, Seattle 


—Jack O’Connell, Toledo 
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NEWCOME CARLTOM, PRESIDENT 


(The Belle of the Box Office) 


DOLORES COSTELLO 


Conrad Nagel 


Directed By MICHAEL CURTIZ 
Story By MELVILLE CROSMAN 


SCENARIO BY E.T. LOWE, JA. 


WARNER BROS: 
EXTENDED RUN PRODUCTION 
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“OPENED TO TREMENDOUS BUSINESS” 


; —Spyros Skouras, St. Louis | 
FAR ABOVE EXPECTATIONS” 
—Equity Theatres, Inc. 
“GLORIOUS BETSY’ IS A BIG SUCCESS” 
—Earl Theatre, Allentown, Pa. i 


"AUDIENCE ACCLAIMS IT A MASTERPIECE” 


—H. E. Yost, Santa Ana, Calif. 
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(The Belle of the Box Office) 


DOLORES COSTELLO 


Conrad Nagel 


Directed By ALAN CROSLAND 
| Story By RIDA JOHNSON YOUNG 


SCENARIO BY ANTHCNY COLDEWAY 
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Eastern Bankers Cause Removal 


Of All Cooney Circuit's Officers 


Chicago, May 22. 


are the West Englewood, Highland, 


At a meeting of stockholders in i Jeffery, Cosme, Chatham, Grove and 


| 
National Playhouses, Ine. (Cooney ; 


Bros.), a new committee was ap- 
pointed with authority to select an- 
other complete set of officers. This 
committee is to be approved by all | 
stockholders at a meeting in the! 
Capitol theatre May 24. , 

Present plans call for the retire- 
ment of Ben and Jack Cooney, 
founders of the circuit, and the 
bringing in of Earl Silverman and 
James Costen to operate the 10 
houses. Silverman formerly was as- 
Sociated with Warner Bros., and 
Costen operates a string of small 
picture houses. 

Resignations of Ben and Jack 
Cooney are reported already ac- 
cepted by the eastern bankers be- 
hind the upheaval. The bankers, 
holding a controlling portion of 
Cooney stock as collateral on loans, 
are highly dissatisfied with opera- 
tion of the circuit mnder the old 
regime. 

Committee appointed to select the 
new officers includes C. H. Walker, 
Martin McNally, T. J. McFarland, 
Theodore Hawkins and Elizabeth 
Hogan. In a letter sent to all stock- 
holders, Walker branded present op- 
eration of the circuit as impossible. 


Auditors’ Report 


; Walker stated auditors found the 
company faced with underlying 
mortgages on the Capitol and Strat- 
ford aggregating $1,290,000, and with 
interest charges on funded debts 
approximately $250,000. Annual pre- 
payments are approximately $155,- 
000, and other debts payable im- 
Mediately total $190,000. 

Cash on hand is reported as $3,000. 

S. J. Gregory, another theatre op- 
erator, claims he has an option to 
purchase the Cooney stock held as 
collateral by the eastern bankers 
and desires an executive position in 
the new lineup. His claims are con- 
Sidered unfounded by the bankers, 
who state Cooneys had no right to 
Sell an option on stock held in 
collateral. 

National Playhouses consists of 
10 picture theatres in Chicago, three 
of them de luxe. Capitol, Avalon 
and Stratford, all with stage band’ 


policy, are most important. Others 


Colony. 
Adiusting 

A late report states that the Na- 
tional Playhouses will be operated 
by a three-cornere’ Combination of 
stockholders, S. J. Gregory, and 
Costen- Silverman. 

Costen is said to have purchased 


$50,000 worth of stock, important 
stockholders $50,000 more, and 
Gregory about $55,000. The total 


will pay up prepayments on loans 
and pressing debts. It is under- 
stood the remaining creditors will 
be asked to withhold their demands 
for 30 days so that the circuit will 
not be thrown into sudden bank- 
ruptey. 

Sarrett & Co., Philadelphia bank- 
ers, who floated a $2,500,000 loan 
for Cooney Bros. and have been 
prominent in the reorganization of 
the circuit, are r@ported to have 
withdrawn. It is said the Barrett 
company charged 17 per cent com- 
mission for the loan, besides receiv- 
ing stock valued at $1,250,000. 


GOLDWYN’S STORY BUYER 


Mrs. Maron Lee, former story 
editor for M-G-M, has arrived in 
New York to assume similiar re- 
sponsibility for Samuel Goldwyn. 
She worked for Goldwyn previously, 
from 1922 to 1924. 

Mrs. Lee will look around for 
Stories to fit Ronald Colman and 
Vilma Banky. 


Goodrich, Col’s Ed 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

John F. Goodrich replaces Elmer 
Harris as head of the scenario de- 
partment for the Columbia studios. 

Goodrich was formerly a contract 
writer for Paramount. Harris leaves 
to enter the free lance field of screen 
writing. 


Negri’s “Woman From Moscow” 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
The title of “The Woman From 
Moscow” been given Pola 
Negri's Paramount picture, the final 
under her contract. At its conclu- 
sion, she will go abroad for three 
months, 


Use Variety’s Reviews 


Chichago, May 22. 

A new use has been found 
for the film house presentation 
reviews, published each week 
in Variety. 

Balaban & Katz paste the re- 
views on the press sheets of 
the various stage units, in lieu 
of other descriptive press mat- 
ter. 


B & K. Protecting 
Summer Grosses 


By Spending Coin 


Chicago, May 22. 

Balaban and Katz are going after 
the summer business in a large way. 

Advertising lineage for slow days 
has been doubled. The firm is run- 
ning large extra ads for the Orien- 
tal, Chicago and McVicker’s thea- 
tres. 

Matinee admission of 50c. af all 
B. & K. loop theatres holds good 
until 6:30 instead of 6; as hereto- 
fore. In an effort to re-establish 
Mark Fisher as a drawing card at 
the Oriental, recently vacated by 
Paul Ash, lavish advertising appro- 
priations have been approved. 

Advertising for the Oriental the- 
atre alone is almost double that 
taken by the seven larger K-A-O 
houses—the State-Lake, Palace, 
Majestic, Riviera, Tower, Belmont 
and Diversey. 


FURNISHING M. P. CLUB 

About $20,000 will be spent in 
preparing quarters in the Bond 
building for the Motion Picture 
Club. The club also plans to ex- 
pend between $30,000 and $50,000 for 
furnishings. 

Work on the decorations started 
this week. 


ROACH DIVIDEND 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Hal Roach Studios declared a 
quarterly diyidend of two per cent 
on its preferred stock, plus an extra’ 
of one-half per cent. 
Dividend payable June 1. 


last week: 


“As usual, Walt Roesner, the versatile young man from California, 


is the hub around which the show revolves. 
2 

» 


GEORGE GERHARD, .Film Critic of “The Evening World,” said 


anything in the way of entertainment—his orchestrations are superb, 
he puts over a story well, he sings passably and his dancing is great.’’ 


Now in 7th Month at 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


WALT 
ROESNER 


Holding Run Record for M. C.’s on 
Broadway 


Apparently Walt can do 


© 


local trade: publication. 


-Sapiro’s Financing Plan 


Exhibs and U. A. Still 
Battling in Minn. 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

As aresult of a resolution adopted 
by the Northwest Theatre Owners’ 
Association at its local convention 
not to participate with United Art- 
{sts in arbitration until the latter 
changes its sales methods, the ex- 
hibitor members of the joint film 
arbitration board here walked out 
when the case of United Artists vs. 
Al Petersen of International Falls 
was called. Because of inability to 
get any exhibitors to serve on the 
board it was necessary to postpone 
the case. 
“T tried to get W. A. Steffes, presi- 
dent of the association, to tell me 
just why the exhibitor members re- 
fused to sit on the case, but I 
could obtain no satisfaction from 
him,” declared Herb Hayman, local 
manager of United Artists. “Evi- 
dently Mr. Steffes was afraid to 
have any of his remarks incorpo- 
rated in the arbitration board's 
minutes. I think this was a very 
cowardly act on Mr. Steffes’ part. 
I cannot see how exhibitors could 
have passed a resolution without 
first giving me a chance to defend 
myself. I believe they have taken 
a more serious step than they re- 
alize.” 
Mr. Hayman denies the charge 
that he has stated he would sell 
United Artists’ product to non-the- 
atres if it were not possible to sell 
them to theatres. 
Admitting that United Artists has 
sold to non-theatres “the same as 
many other big distributing com- 
panies do,” Hayman declares that 
such sales are made only after a 
thorough investigation shows that 
the non-theatre is completely 
equipped to show pictures and has 
a state theatre license. 
According to Mr. Hayman, United 
Artists makes a more thorough in- 
vestigation along these lines than 
any other company and has turned 
down more non-theatres in Minne- 
apolis than all other exchanges. 
“It is not necessary for me to say 
anything,” was the reply of Steffes, 
published in “Greater Amusements,” 
“The 
theatre owners, 'by passing the reso- 
lutions, had adequately expressed 
their sentiment against non-theatri- 
cal competition, 
“T will say, however, that the the- 
atre licenses which Mr. Hayman’s 
accounts must possess are merely 
state fire marshal certificates and 
may be purchased for $5. These 
non-theatres are not theatres and 
by no stretching of the imagination 
can they be made to appear the- 
atres.” 


CULBERTSON REMAINS WEST 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Ernest H. Culbertson brought out 
here with the recent Mankiewicz 
group of authors, is to remain with 
Paramount for three years. 

Culbertson will work with Robert 
Milton on the sound and effect pro- 
ductions. 


$500,000 FOR “VIKING” 

Cc. S. Clancy, who will produce 
“The Viking Ship” in Norway this 
summer, states that the $100,000 
mentioned in Variety’s story last 
week is for advertising and ex- 
piloitation only. 

The production budget is $500,000. 


MISS DUNN WITH M-G-M 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Dunn, released from 
six months ago as a 
stock player, has a term 
with M-G-M, after com- 
heehee an important part in “Ex- 


Josephine 
Paramount 
contract 
contract 
cess Baggage,” directed by James 
Cruze for M-G-M. 


No Regional Give Away 
A correction from Barrist-Good- 
win Publications is to the effect that 
“The Exhibitor,” a regional maga- 
zine about to enter New York, will 
not be distributed free to theatres. 


Aaron Sapiro, head of the Inde. 
pendent Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Association, New York, may leave 
for the coast next month to talk 
to independent producers after as. 
certaining their position in rela. 
tion to service and connection with 
major producing companies. Sapiro 
may offer material support to inde. 
pendent producers. 

Last week the Bank Shares Cor- 
poration approved an advance of 
$1,000,000 to the Theatre Factors 
Corporation, the new company 
which will undertake ‘o supply 
funds for independent exhibitors 
desiring loans, 

Bank Shares Corporation will 
probably underwrite an issue of 
250,000 shares at $10 share and 250,- 
000 shares of common at $5, totale 
ling $3,750,000. 

Theatre Factors Corporation, ap- 
proved by the finance committee of 
the I. M. P. E. A., if accepting 
the proposal will receive $100,000 
May 18, $100,000 a week thereafter 
and $250,000 the week following, 
with the remaining $550,000 later 
when needed. 

Advancing $1,000,000 to the T. F, 
C. Bank Shares will then issue the 
balance of the stock to the public, 

Funds of the Theatre Factors 
Corporation will be available to any 
independent theatre owner, not only 
to members of the I. M. P. E. A, 
Through means of this factoring 
plan it is expected to line up more 
independent exhibitors throughout 
the country for the Sapiro organi- 
zation. 

Directors of the Theatre Factors 
Corporation include Victor Pola- 
chek (Hearst newspapers), Edwin 
Goldwasser, generally known for his 
factoring work in the silk, industry, 
Jack Shapiro and LL. Blumenthal, 
theatre construction and valuation 
experts. H. Rosenfeld is to be ex- 
ecutive secretary. President and 
chairman of the organization have 
not yet been decided upon. 

Sapiro has chosen a directorate 
with knowledge of various phases of 
industrial enterprise so that the 
expansion of the buying combina- 
tion may be carried out under ex- 
pert guidance. 

Sapiro is chairman of the Bank 
Shares Corporation. 


Jannings’ Next 
Los Angeles, May 22 
“Sons of the Fathers” will be Emil 
Jannings’ next for Paramount, slated 
to start June 18. 
The tale is from a magazine story 
by Mildred Crams. Ludwig Berger 
will direct. 


AURIOLE 


CRAVEN 


Featured in 


“DANCING FEET” 


Now 


DENVER THEA., DENVER, COL. 


PERSONAL 


RITA LE ROY 


Please write to 
Capt. NYLANDER 
Palos Verdes Hotel, San Pedro, Calif. 


LANGAN 


ORIGINATOR OF THE MONOPEDIC 
DANCE 


4th Consecutive Vear with 
Fanchon and Marco 


Walter Bastian 


and the State Bunch 
6th YEAR 
as Musical Director and Arranger 


with 
KUNSKY THEATRES, DETROIT 


AT THE PARAMOUNT—NOW 


LEY, MEALY and CROOKER 


“WHERE THERE’S SMOKE, THERE’S FIRE” 


Featured in JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON’S “FLAPPERETTES.” Our Compliments to PAUL ASH. Entire PUBLIX ROUTE 


Management—BENJAMIN DAVID 
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SYSTEM 


TALKING 


PICTURES 


Adopted 


WARNER BROTHERS (VITAPHONE) 
FOX FILM CORPORATION (MOVIETONE) 
PARAMOUNT FAMOUS LASKY CORPORATION 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER CORPORATION 
FIRST NATIONAL PICTURES, INC. 
UNITED ARTISTS CORPORATION 
UNIVERSAL PICTURES, INC. 


The System which has been selected by all 
the major producing companies as their stand- 
ard is Western Electric— product of the world’s 
pioneers in communication—development of 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories — the only 
application of sound to motion pictures now 
in commercially successful use. 

For two years an outstanding development 


in the field of entertainment, Western Electric 
equipment is now installed in more than 300 
theatres, bringing to audiences all over the 
country pictures that talk and sing and play. 

With seven great producers putting sound 
into their pictures, progressive exhibitors every- 
where will recognize its significance to the 
industry. 


For information as to theatre equipments address 


Electrical Research Products Inc. 
SUBSIDIARY OF 


Western Electric Company 
250 WEST 57TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
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Ascher Circuit Is 
Solvent; Appraisal 
Value, $1,750,000 


Chicago, May 22. 
Although held in receivership by 


the Chicago Title & Trust Co., 
Ascher Bros.’ circuit of picture 
houses is solvent, according to re- 
cent auditing of books by the trust 
any. 

This corroborated in an ap- 
praisal of the Ascher properties, 
estimated worth $1,750,000, out- 
standing debts total $800,000. 

Fox has a claim of $500,000 and 
accumulated interest against the 
circuit, and will be chief receiver 
and operator until claims are 


cleared up. 


Gotham’s 26 Features; 
4 Specials, ’28-’29 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Gotham prdouctions will make 
four specials and 26 features on 
its ’28-’29 program. Of the specials, 
“The River Woman,” by Harold 
Shumate, will be the first, with 
“Abie of the U. S. A.,” “Without 
Sin,” “The Hell Skipper” and “The 
Flying Kestral,” to follow. 

Program pictures’ include the 
titles of “The Bowery,” “Knee 
High,” “Law of the Blue Ridge,” 
“Pajamas for Two,” “Circus Love,” 
“The Racing Fool,” “The Shop of 
Hate,” “Something to Love,” “The 
Varsity Crew,” “The Fire Call,” 
“The Night Express,” “Modern 
Mothers,’ “Violence,” “B.uckstage,” 
“The Uncensored Woman,” “Finger- 


prints, “Times Square, “The Girl 
From Argentine,” “Underworld 
Love,” “Flappers Must Live,” 
“Father and Son,” “Ain’t Love 
Grand,” “Sa Francisco After 
Dark,” “The Woman _ Between,” 
“Good-bye, Broadway” and ‘False 
Pride.” 


“The River Woman,” featuring 
Alma Rubens, will go into produc- 
tion immediately after “Compan- 
fonate Marrige,” now being filmed 


by Gotham in association with 
Judge Ben Lindsey, Asher, Roger 


and Small. 


“Kings” at Rivoli 
“King of Kings,” Cecil DeMille’s 
super Biblical picture, will play its 
first general release date in New 
York at the Rivoli. 
Picture is listed to come in behind 
mona” with “Street of Sin” 
(Par) due to follow “Steamboat 
Bill, Jr.” at the Rialto. 


RUBE 
WOLF 


Mirth of a Nation 


Playing to the Biggest 
Business in 


SAN FRANCISCO 
At Loew’s Warfield 


MILLER 


“SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 
In “Diving Venus” Idea, with Thanks 


to Fanchon and Marco | 


I. M. P. E. A. Now Buying 
Films for 80 Houses 


At a meeting of the Independent 
Motion Picture Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion in New York last week the 
board of directors unanimously 
voted to appoint the I. M. P. E. A. 
booking, as well as buying, agent 
for the 80 houses represented in the 
association. 

This action places the I. M. P. 
E. A. in the position of a-chain. 

The I. M. P. E. A., in dealing for 
new product this season, will ask 
for moderate but important con- 
eessions for its members. The first 
proposal will be that pictures shall 
be delivered to the members wthin 
a Gefinite time after they have had 
a Broadway showing. The I. M. P. 
E. A. will ask for delivery within 
six to eight weeks after the Broad- 
way run. 

This proposal, if acceded to, will 
make it impossible for chains to 
hold up pictures indefinitely and 
will protect the exhibitiors from 
buying more pictures than can be 
used during the season. 

Under the present system the ex- 
hibitor is continually oversold. This 
is because if only the required 
amount of pictures were bought 
and a chain house held up bookings 
the independent house would be 
without pictures for the time in- 
volved. 

At present a chain house getting 
four or five good features at one 
time is unwilling to play them con- 
secutively, showing them alternate 
weeks instead. In doing so the in- 
dependents waiting for the pictures 
are held up. At the end of the sea- 
son the independents have a lot of 
pictures which they have bought to 
take care of delays and which they 
just throw in for double feature 
days. 

Another concession to be asked for 
will be that protection be reduced 
from seven to six days. The seventh 
day protection, at present, usually 
includes Sunday. Independent 
houses wishing to show features 
starting Sunday are unable to do 
so until Monday and wait another 
week in preference to losing part 
of the first Sunday’s revenue. 


St. Louis Threatened by 
Bad Traction Strike 


St. Louis, May 22. 

The deadlock developed between 
the street car employes and the 
street car company, which operates 
every car in St. Louis and most of 
the suburbs, seems about to give St. 
Louis theatre owners and managers 
the most serious problem before 
them for many years. 

The men demand a raise in pay 
by or on June 2. Company de- 
mands employes accept a decrease. 

Employes have already vcted al- 
most unanimously, nearly 6,000, to 
strike on June 2, unless they get the 
raise they demand. The company 
has said further argument seems 
foolish. 

Only hope for settlement of the 
trouble seems to lie in Mayor Vic- 
tor Miller. It is a question whether 
the conference he has called will 
get anywhere. The terrifying ef- 
fect of the strike would have on the 
big downtown picture houses, many 


‘of the outlying theatres and the 


Municipal Opera and Garden thea- 
tre is obvious, even granting that 
the busses and “service cars,” which 
latteg carry passengers from any 
part of St. Louis to another for 25 
cents, will accomodate many thea- 
tre patrons accustomed to using the 
street cars. 

It is not improbable that unless 
some sign of peace appears in what 
now seems to be a certain strike, 
the theatrical powers in and around 
St. Louis will attempt to intervene 
to head off a strike which, if it 
comes, will admittedly be a fight to 
a finish. 


AL JOLSON’S 2 LEADS 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Al Jolson is going to have two 
leading women in his next Vita- 


| 
phone picture for Warner Brothers, | 
“The Singing Fool.” | 
Betty Bronson was the first one | 
selected and now Josephine Dunn | 
has been borrowed from M-G-M te ; 
play the other lead. 
| 


McGregor in “Barge” 

Los Angeles, May 22. 
Malcolm McGregor, under con- | 
tract to Tiffany-Stahl for four pic- | 
tures, is engaged to play the juvenile | 
Jead opposite Sally O’Niel in “The | 
Girl on the Barge” for Unive: 


Sal. j 


Vita in 5 Milwaukee 
Neighborhood Houses 


Milwaukee, May 22. 

Vitaphone opened at the five 
Midwesco de luxe neighborhood 
houses here last week. The talker 
went haywire at the Tower and 
could not be gotten into shape to 
resume for the opening day. Vita- 
phone has played at the Garden 
since September. 

With the five neighborhoods and 
the Garden playing the talker, this 
town boasts of more wired houses 
than any other city. 

The first all-Vita program is 
billed in the neighborhoods for July 
when “The Jazz Singer” plays, This 
picture was at the Garden for six 
weeks, 

Despite Vita and de luxe presen- 
tations, the Midwesco Uptown has 
installed a tabloid stock. 

The tab company puts on 50- 
minute shows based on Broadway 
successes, with three changes week- 
ly. In the cast are Moran Lattimer, 
Blosser Jennings, George Lemming, 
Fred Schaefer, Delona Loabs, Annes 
Andree and Emery Cisny. 

“Nothing But the Truth” opening 
bil. Jack Boyle is producing. 


Indies Talk Talkers 


Talkers will be the topic of the 
meeting of the newly formed Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
northeastern Pennsylvania next 
Sunday. 

This unit of indies was organized 
two months ago. 4 


Sapiro as “Angel” 


The Provincetown Players were 
enabled to continue last week with 
their production of “Him,” which 
was soundly rapped by the critics, 
through the fortuitous acquisition 
of $1,000 which they collected from 
Aaron Sapiro. 

Sapiro had promised to finance 
the Players up to $3,000. When 
discovering that their contemplated 
production was “Him,” of which he 
did not approve, he failed to come 
across, 

The Players sued Sapiro and col- 
lected $1,000. 


W-C Building 3,000 and 
1,200 Seater in San Diego 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
West Coast Theatres is going to 


build two new houses in San Diego } 


territory. One a 3,000 seater éost- 
ing $1,000,000 will be erected at 
Sixth and B streets, plus a five- 
story office building. The other 
house will be a 1.200 seater erected 
in the university district of east 
San Diego, the first house in this 
section of the city. 

The new big house will take over 
the F. & M. stage productions now 
being shown at the New California, 
a house West Coast operates in 
partnership with Adolph Ramish. 
The Cabrillo, now under lease to 
West Coast, will pass out of the 
hands of the organization in two 
years, 


Discs for Pit Music 


Utica, N. Y., May 22. 

Maybe the problems of the State 
local house of the Goldstein Broth- 
ers, Springfield, Mass., will be 
solved with the installation of the 
“G-B Tone,” by which records 
(discs) will be used as accompante 
ment to pictures. 

For months now the house has 
had trouble with the union over its 
orchestra. 


Sennett’s Series 


Los Angeles, May 22, 

Jack Cooper, veteran comedian of 
the screen, signs with Mack Sen- 
nett to be featured in a series of 
“Taxicab” comedies, 

Other series to be made by former 
Sennett comics will be Billy Bevan 
in “The Tired Business Man” series 
and Andy Clyde in a group of 
“Handy Andy” shorts. 

The technical department is now 
preparing sets at Sennett’s new stu- 
dio in Studio City, with production 
scheduled to start around June 1, 


Meighan’s Original 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Thomas Meighan’s next Caddo 
picture for Paramount release will 
be taken from an unpublished orig- 
inal screen story by Rex Beach. 

Walter Woods is writing the con- 
tinuity, and production will start 
about June 5. 

James Cruze will direct. 


NOW AT 
GRAUMAN’S 
CHINESE 
THEATRE, 
HOLLYWOOD 


CHIEF 
CAUPOLICAN 


The Indian Baritone 


Direction: 


PRIOR 


Happy to Be Musical 
Director for Sid 
Grauman 


After Having Worked for All! 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


CHAZ 
CHASE 


International Unique 
Comigque 
Direction: 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Cc. SHARP 


the Rest MINOR 


The Boy With the Panto- 
mime Hands and the 


Direction: WM. MORRIS 


I'm Back With the Best 


HIGHLIGHTS THAT BRIGHTEN| 
“THE TRAIL OF ’98” 


in SID GRAUMAN’S SUPER-PROLOGUE 


“NORTHERN 


JIMMIE 
RAY 


Shuffling Feet 


AGENCY 


P. S.: Thanks to 
Abe Lyman 


ARNOLD 
BLACKNER 


Direction of 
OCEAN JOLLY 
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ANNOUNCES 


SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS 


THE “GANGWAR” “HIT OF THE SHOW” 
“PERFECT CRIME” The Ultimate in Underworld Thrillers! Rave Ince DirectinGc 
with CLIVE BROOK, IRENE RICH gy Brown, Gertrude Otmsted, Gertride Astor 
“BLOCKADE” “THE CIRCUS KID “TAXI 
with FRANKIE DARRO with CHESTER CONKLIN 
ANNA NILSSON INce D1reCTING Directed by MARSHALL NEILAN 


James Oliver Curwood’s 
| | “THE YELLOWBACK” 


“STOCKS AND BLONDES” Bo 
with JACQUELINE LOGAN 


and other stars 


“THE RED SWORD” an 


Tense Drama in the Flaming Land of the Czars' 


Harold McGrath's 
“DANGER STREET” 
wth WARNER BAXTER, “TR 
MARTHA SLEEPER with , 


Directed by Ralph Ince 


| | Smashing Stories! Brand New Thrills! A Hit Last Season The Invincible Dog Sta 
TOM TYLER FBO’s Boy Wonder A Sensation in 28-29! R AN re ER “R 

FRANKIE DARRO and Pals BUZZ BARTON’ STEELE In Four Thrilli 

i in SEVEN Daring Sensational Westerns! In Seven Whizzing Wild West Shows! m SIX Headlong Action Melodyamas' n our 71 ies AO 

New Characters! New Ideas! Action Shows! 
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FOR 1928-29 
booms into port amid 
thundering acclaim 
exhibitors all over the 
country! 


Cre 


A new and epochal page in the amazing career of 
this mighty figure of the Show World .. .. Now 
at the absolute Top of His Box-Office Powers} 


| Stirring Love Dramas backed by Tremendous Hearst Circulation! “HEY RUBE” “LEST WE FORGET” 
“STOLEN LOVE” SHOULDERS of the Carnwal Racket # A stirring tribute to America’s Bravest # 
by Hazel Livingston Beatrice Burton “ HARDBOILED”’ “SKINNER STEPS OUT” 
“LOVE IN THE DESERT” “THE JAZZ AGE” by Arthur Somers Roche Henry trving Dodee at his Ben! 
; GAUCHOS” “THE RECORD RUN” 
Two Mighty FBO-True S Productions : 
wo Mighty wth JACQUELINE LOGAN, Stirring Railroad Drama 
“SINNERS IN LOVE” GIGANTIC CONTEST STORY “FRANCIS X. BUSHMAN with RALPH INCE 
Already Published in True Story TO BE CHOSEN! 
Backed by tremendous combined circulation of Macfadden Magazines “THE CONVICT’S SON” 
un lodr 
“THE AIR LEGION” “VOICE OF THE STORM” Min “KING OF THE KLONDIKE” 

Supreme Air Mail Spectacle! Stupendous Melodrama of the Telephone Serece f An Avalanche of Thrills! 


H. C. Witwer’s 
“TROPIC MADNESS” “SINGAPORE MUTINY” .wnouBLeE CROSSED” “HIS LAST HAUL” 
wth ANNA Q. NILSSON with RALPH INCE Comedy Drama Knockout ! Scalding Drama of Souls Seared by Sin! 


as star and director 


‘ 


Circulation Scoop of the Yeas a2 Tuo Reel Riots in Flesh and Blood Walter Futter’s 


H.C. Witwer’ BARNEY. CURIOSITIES 

“RACING BLOOD” COMEDIES GOOGLE CASPER The Movie Side Show 
World's Most Popular ne Famous Hearst Newspaper Comic Strips 

Al COOKE and ALBERTA VAUGHN Comedian and His Gang Copyrighted, King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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LITERATI 


Boys from Cinsy 

That there is gold “in them lit- 
erary hills” was evidenced last 
week when O. O. McIntyre and Ray 
Long blossomed out simultane- 
ously in brand-new Rolls-hoyce 
automobiles. It is MecIntyre's first 
car, but Long has a con- 
taining several. 

It was 15 years ago that Long, 
Roy W. Howard, H. T. Webster and 
MelIntyre left the Cincinnati “Post” 
to come to New York. Howard is 
now part owner of that paper along 
with some 25 other dailies com- 
prising the Scripps-Howard League. 
Lone is editor-in-chief and presi- 
dent of the International Magazine 
Co. Webster is cartoonist on the 
New York “World,’ and McIntyre 
the prize syndicated newspaper 
writer. 


garage 


Italy Bars Jones 
Jones, dramatic editor 
and critic for the Hearst morning 
paper in San Francisco and who 
also writes for the “American Mer- 
cury.” has been barred out of Italy. 
Jones recently took a leave of 
obsence from his paper to make a 
trip abroad. He wanted to go into 
Italy and study conditions as well 
as write a series of articles on Mus- 
solini. When application was made 
to the Chief of the Black Shirts to 
permit Jones to make his survey 
the latter refused him pointblank. 


Idewall 


“Life’s” New Ideas 
“Life,” humorous weekly, after 
preliminary announcements changed 
its style, typography and make-up, 


last week's issue telling of the 
former conservative policy on its 
cover. 


30ob Benchley and Bob Sherwood, 
dramatic and picture reviewers, re- 


spectively, remain, while Walter 
Winchell, of the “Graphic,” con- 
tributes weekly Broadway chat- 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 


MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


JOHN WATERS 


DIRECTOR 
Leaving Paramount 
June 1 


ter; John Kieran, of the “Times,” 


will discuss sports, and Agnes 
Smith will review radio broadcast- 
ing. 


Correspondents in various cities 
are being added to make the mag 
national in scope. 


New Coast Tab After Reformer 


A new tabloid named “Coast Re- 
porter” made its appearance in Los 
Angeles, with text matter confined 
entirely to an attack on Bob Shuler, 
whom they banner lined as “Grief 
Maker de Luxe.” ~ 

Shuler is a local reformer, using 
the pulpit and the radio of the 
Trinity Methodist church to ex- 
pound his likes and dislikes. Pub- 
lisher of the new paper is given in 
the mast-head at J. M. Near. 

Sheet is to be published weekly 
and its editorial columns promise 
to give Shuler the worst journalistic 
beating a man ever received. Its 
initial circulation is quoted at 
50,000. 


Looking for Bierce 
After 14 years, an investigation 
has been started to discover what 
happened to Ambrose Bierce, Cali- 
fornia author and journalist, who 
mysteriously disappeared in Mexico 


in 1914. The matter is being re- 
opened by Bierce’s daughter and 
only living relative, Mrs. Helen 


Isgrigg, of Hollywood. 

All that is known is that in 1914 
Bierce was adventuring in Mexico 
when it was in the revolutionary 
grip of Francisco Villa, the bandit 
leader. It is said that Bierce joined 
Villa’s forces and was later shot 
when attempting to desert. 

Bierce was one of this country's 
first newspaper columnists. He was 
72 years old at the time he van- 
ished into Mexico. 


Covering Conventions 


Will Rogers and Odd McIntyre 
will cover the Kansas City and 
Houston conventions for the Mc- 
Naught syndicate now handling 


their stuff. Both writers will file 
daily stories and demand for their 
services is growing as the conven- 
tiens approach, according to Charley 
McAdam of MecNaught’s. 


Edgar Waite Syndicating 

Edgar Waite, dramatic critic of 
the San Francisco “Examiner,” is 
to have some of his theatrical ‘‘ob- 
servations” syndicated by Hearst. 

Some weeks ago Waite went to 
Los Angeles to cover “Lazarus 
Laughed,” and looked over the pic- 
ture studios. The “Examiner” 
thought so much of his Hollywood 
and Los Angeles impressions that 
it decided upon the syndicating. 

Matter will be used under the 
caption, “Hollywoodiana.” Waite 
conducts a local column titled “Cat 
and Curtain Calls.” He is to visit 
Hollywood every few months for 
material. 


For Native Poets 
H. Stuart Morrison, until recently 
on the New York “American,” is 
publishing a new monthly poetry 


j}magazine called “The American 
Poet.” Morrison established 
publication and editorial offices in 


| Irvington, N. J. His magazine will 
| use only original contributions from 
native poets. 


“French Humor” will change its 


title, as it can't get enough funny 
things from France or with a 
French angle. 


3 New Neighborhoods in 
N. Y. Are Abandoned 


For reasons not made public, pro- 
posed picture house buildings in 
three New York residential neigh- 
borhoods have been called off. 

In one section on the upper west 
side, where the new subway exten- 
sion is causing no end of apart- 
ment building, two theatres an- 
nounced as 1928 propositions have 
been abandoned. 

In another neighborhood two of 
the present theatres there were an- 
nounced as on the market, providing 
the sellers got anywhere near their 
prices. It has since developed that 
business has taken a decided slump 
within the past few weeks. 

In one neighborhood it was 

understood two of the men inter- 
ested were also interested in an 
apartment deal which has required 
so much money and which had the 
promoters in so heavily that they 
couldn’t see their way clear to make 
an attempt to negotiate banking 
help. 
A big sign at 207th and Broad- 
way, which for months announced 
that a B. S. Moss-Keith-Albee the- 
atre would be built there, has dis- 
appeared. It is said the Keith- 
Albee offices have called off the pro- 
posed new house. Moss is no longer 
with K-A, 


“Abie” Switching 

A report is that Emil Jannings’ 
“The Patriot,” is set to come into 
the 44th Street with “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” moving over to the Criterion 
and “Wings” leaving. No date has 
been designated but it’s likely that 
if this action is taken the move will 
occur next month. “Wedding March” 
is also on the list. 


“The Patriot” and “Wedding 
March” have synchronized scores 
and “effects.” 


Paramount heads will mcet this 
week to discuss which picture is to 
be the organization’s first “talker.” 
It's between “Burlesque” and one 
other. 


Firnkoess Silver’s Ass’t 


John E. Firnkoess this week as- 
sumed his duties as assistant to 
Moe Silver, general manager of the 
Stanley Company of America. He 
comes to the New York office after 
three years as director of publicity 
and advertising of the Stanley- 
Yabian Company, the New Jersey 
group of the chain, having pre- 
viously been manager of the Rialto, 
Newark. 

David E. Weshner succeeds Firn- 
koess in the Stanley-Fabian office in 
Newark. 


GOLDSTONE’S COMEBACK 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Phil Goldstone, who retired from 
the business a year ago, is now 
en route to New York to arrange 
details for a contemplated special 
production to cost $250,000, and 
mark his return to activity. 


HARRIS’ 2 IN CHICAGO 
Chicago, May 22. 
Will J. Harris, of the Balaban & 
Katz production staff, will produce 
two Publix units, opening at the 
Oriental, 
They are “Whoopee,” June 11, and 


“Bluebird Revue,” June 18. 


Steffes Ass’n Ready to 
Fight Pettijohn to Finish 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

A hot fight to the finish is on _be- 
tween the Northwest Theatre Own- 
Association and the National 

Board of Trade. W. A. 
Steffes, president of the theatre 
owners, has thrown down the 
gauntlet to C. C. Pettijohn, New 
York, general counsel for the Film 
Board, and defied the latter to en- 
force an edict disqualifying the 
theatre owners for appointment as 
members of the local arbitration 
board to settle disputes between 
film distributors and exhibitors in 
this territory. 

The scrap is an outgrowth of the 
theatre owners’ refusal to arbitrate 
in a recent case involving the United 
Artists following a resolution 
adopted at the association’s recent 
convention here, putting the mem- 
bers on record against having any 
dealings of any kind with the 
United Artists’ local branch. The 
resolution was prompted by the 
branch alleged declara- 
tion that he would sell his product 
to non-theatres in towns where he 
could make no deals with the regu- 
lar showhouses. It also was claimed 
that he did this in a number of in- 
stances, 

After the theatre owners refused 
to serve as arbitrators in- their case 
against an exhibitor the United Art- 
ists appealed to Pettijohn, with the 
result that he issued his order rela- 
tive to arbitration.” 

“We will stand pat on our reso- 
lution and we will endeavor to over- 
ride the Pettijohn edict,” declared 
Steffes. “This will be a fight to the 
finish, and if necessary we'll go into 
the courts on it. We will do every- 
thing within our power to prevent 
Mr. Pettijohn from putting non- 
members of the association on the 
arbitration board, and if we fail at 
this we will refuse to participate 
in any arbitration whatsoever.” 

Steffes charges that Pettijohn is 
“a tool of the Will Hayes crowd.” 
He points out that the Film Board 
of Trade’s counsel acted without 
first making an investigation or 
hearing the theatre owners’ side of 


ers’ 
Film 


ithe story. 


Kennedy-Murdock Control 


(Continued from page 5) 


dependable other than the fairly re- 
liable reports herewith. 

Before securing control of K-A-O, 
Kennedy, who volunteered to re- 
store Pathe, upon the request of 
Murdock, who is also Pathe’s presi- 
dent, and also Murdock, were blanked 
by the indisputable power of Albee 
in K-A-O. That resulted in Ken- 
nedy making it plain his FBO would 
retain its solitary position. Ken- 
nedy may retain that intention, 
though the reports are against it, 
but without date as to when any 
change or merger will occur. 

The economical side of the FBO- 
Pathe prospect stands out, as both 
are now virtually under Kennedy's 
management. FBO’s general pro- 
ducer is William LeBaron, formerly 
with Paramount. Any Pathe absorp- 
tion or amalgamation would con- 
tinue Cecil B. DeMille as the super 
producer. 


Who’s Kennedy? 


With the Albee deal, vaudeville 


and legit show people commenced to 
ask who is Kennedy? His bursting 
on the vaudeville horizon was the 
most surprising one that could have 
occurred, altough Albee remains as 
president of K-A-O. It is reported 
it was Albee’s wish to remain in the 
position. In acceding to that re- 
quest, Kennedy accepted the created 
chairmanship of the board of di- 
rectors. 

Jos, P. Kennedy is about 37, mar. 
ried,-and father of seven children, 
The Kennedys live in Boston. Mrs, 
Kennedy is the daughter of ex- 
Mayor Fitzgerald of Boston. 

At 24, Kennedy was the youngest 
bank president in the country, pre- 
siding over a bank at East Boston. 
Later he entered a Boston brokerage 
firm, and, following, went with Hay- 
den, Stone and Company, the New 
York bankers. When leaving the 
banking house to take charge of 
FBO, Kennedy was estimated to be 
worth over $5,000,000. Since then 
his private fortune has largely in- 
creased, 

Kennedy is said to have gone into 
FBO two years ago to protect some 
Hayden-Stone money invested in it, 
Later he personally secured its con- 
trol. He has shot FBO into the 
front ranks of the independent pic- 
ture concerns and also restored 
Pathe to a substantial standing, 
financially, within 60 days from as- 
suming its charge. 

J. J. Murdock has been in the 
show business all of his life. His 
executive ability is marked and he 
is one of the few vaudeville people 
who ever could command the busi- 
ness respeet of the picture men. 


It-is said that FBO will move its 
offices from the tenth to the sixth 
floor of the Bond Building, where 
the Pathe suite is located. A door 
will then be cut through to the 
K-A-O offices in the adjoining 
building. 

At the K-A-O meeting last week 
the following were added to the 
board: Elisha Walker, Blair & Co.; 
Richard C. Hunt, of the law firm of 
Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckel & Brown, 


WM. MORRIS 
Offers 


TED MARKS 


(Formerly TIM MARKS) 


Now Clowning Out West 
For Fanchon and Marco 
Pep—Bits—Idea 


Direction 


WM. MORRIS MAX TURNER 


Gino Severi 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
CALIFORNIA THEATRE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


direction: 


i 
WEST COAST THEATRES, Inc. 


‘HERMIE’ KING 
M. of C. and Band Leader 


Direction FANCHON AND MARCO 


Now—SENATOR, SACRAMENTO 


JUST COMPLETED WEEKS THE CLUB MONTMARTRE, NEW YORK 


THANKS TO CHARLIE JOURNAL AND EMIL COLEMAN 


RE-ENGAGED TO OPEN IN SEPTEMBER 


“Variety,” Aug. 17, 1927, said: 
“The other stage number, “Spanish Rhythms,” had Medrona and Donna, Argentine 


dancers. 


big applause with their fast, eccentric footwork.” 


The Argentine pair are good for any department of show business, and took 
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PRODUCT TALKS 
LOUDER THAN 
WORDS! 1926-27 


VARIETY 


1927-28 


1925-26 


AND 1928-1929 
it is estimated that more new accounts will 
switch to M-G-M service than in any previous 


year because ’28-’29 brings the Greatest 
Product in- Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer history! 


3 SPECIALS RAMON NOVARRO ELECTRIC-LIGHT 
SHOW PEOPLE Gold Braid Camping Out® HITS | 
William Hines 
THE CARNIVAL OF LIFE CODY-PRINGLE 
John Gilbert 2 JOHN GILBERT The Baby Cyclone 
Greta Garbo The Devil’s Mask suk cae 4 HAL ROACH 
THE LOVES OF CASANOVA and 5 more 
LON CHANEY FLASH 10 LAUREL-HARDY 
. FB NORMA SHEARER The Amazing Dog 10 CHARLEY CHASE 
While the City Sleeps — 10 ALL STAR 
and 3 others Ballyhoo G Paine 
srease Fain 
and 3 more 
GRETA GARBO and 1 more 10 M-G-M NEWS 
Tiger Skin, Single Standard Twice Weekly 
and 3 more BUSTER KEATON 6™™ McCOY oe 
WILLIAM HAINES The Camera Man M-G-M GREAT j 
E B and 1 more COSMOPOLITAN EVENTS + | 
PRODUCTIONS entirely in Technicolor 
and 3 more 
Our Dancing Daughters “a 
MARION DAVIES = LILLIAN GISH Breakers Ahead 26 ™-G-M oppiTiEs 
Dumb Dora and 2 more The Wind Mothers and Sons UFA world-wide gems a 
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‘NEW YORK, N. Y. “MAY 
AN ANALYSIS OF NEXT SEASON’S PRODUCT 
‘ee season of greatest interest in the motion picture industry is the season of the announce- 
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ment by the various producers of their forthcoming season’s product, and the appraisal 
of this product’s value to theatre owners and the public, 


This season has commenced, and it is therefore fitting that we should, following our usual 
custom, analyze and appraise this product in so far as it is possible. We shall lead off with our 
views in re the product of the company which distanced the field during the past season—FOX 
FILM CORP. We do this because Fox made good his promise to. exhibitors by deliver- 
ing the quality product promised, but also because, if Fox were not in the field, unaffiliated in- 
dependent theatre owners would be paying three and four times the price for film they are today. 
His protection of his own distributing interests, by the building of his great new theatres in down- 
town exploitation centres in St. Louis, Brooklyn, Detroit, Washington and Philadelphia where 
he has been locked out will greatly enhance the value of his pictures for exhibitors, in that the 
added exploitation they receive together with the newspaper advertising will redound to the ad- 
vantage of the exhibitors playing these pictures on later runs, Fox’ vision in perfecting the 
Movietone is characteristic of the man. By processing the sound on the film itself, absolute syn-, 
chronization is assured; and it took William Fox to vision this, and to use it sanely and sensibly 
in news reels, and entertainment bits. But to return to our contemplation of product. 


| FOX has just completed a most signally consistent season,’ having delivered a 
great number of artistic box office attractions (the two do not always bear such close relation). 
The product for the coming season bids fair to surpass this record. A number of pictures are com- 
pleted and ready for screening; when one stops to consider that among the first of FOX’ offerings 
for the season will be “STREET ANGEL” with Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell; “FOUR SONS;”. 
“THE RED DANCE” with Dolores Del Rio; “THE RIVER PIRATE” with Victor McLaglen; “ME 
GANGSTER ;” MOTHER MACHREE” and “SUNRISE” to name the highest lights among their 
first twelve releases, the least one can say is that the promise of an extr inary season’s pro- 
duct looms large for theatre owners. We confidently believe that the season 1928-29 will mark 
for the FOX organization the greatest season that any single producing company has ever en- 
joyed. Fox consistently advertises himself, over his personal signature as THE ONE GREAT IN- 


this 
Season continues 
burst 


THE ONE GREAT INDEPENDENT 


NOW READY for MAY and JUNE 
THE NEWS PARADE 


First planned, first produced, first released A story of a modern miss who made a) 
and first in entertainment valie of all the flaming youth of her strait-laced boy friend: 
series of newsreel pictures in production: With a “ticket-selling” cast including Lois, 
With Nick Stuart, Sally Phipps, Earle Foxe Moran and Neil Hamilton. 


and Brandon Hurst. ‘ 
David Butler production James Tinling production, 


CHICKEN 


A daring expose of crime against criminals., 
Brutes in the guise of men, angels in the 
forms of women .,. struggling for the pos-' 


a la KING 


A dainty dish of movie fare made'to suit 
every taste. Crammed with thrills—Spiced 
with laughter —Sweetened with romance 
and Savored with human interest. With 
Nancy Carroll, George Meeker and Ford 
Sterling.” 

Henry Lehrman production 


session of the souls of unfortunates behind 
the drear, gray walls of penitentiaries. With 
George O’Brien, Estelle Taylor, Leila’ 
Hyams, Tom Santschi and Sam De Grasse. 


Alfred E. Green production) 


. 
Donn Byrne’s romance of racing and racial 
intrigue. * Once again Fox brings to the, 
screen a mighty “best seller... With Victor, 
McLaglen, June Collyer, Larry Kent, Earle, 
Foxe and Hobart Bosworth. — 
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John Ford productionm 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


HOT HEELS 
(Continued from page 21) 


How much longer before that 
‘be declared out among gag 


? 
stealers neatrical troup of the ter- 
ple meller (comedy) which strand- 
pefore an audience looking as 
. h it had been packed into a 
thoretion room, was saved by the 
wens hestra leader who also 


ner-ore 
eon country hotel. That hotel 
as sliding 


f gags, such 

was full ere. though sending ice 
-— and valises to their different 
oe by pulley wires was a funny 
paren idea to have been carried 
saat farther. Which may go to ex- 
one the common impression that 
4 gag stealer when hitting upon an 
original can’t detect it himself. 

a oo of the best bits of a long 
while was the Apache dance be- 
tween Glen Tryon and Patsy Ruth 
Miller. Had the story turned right 
there to have that couple repeat 
their accidental good and comedy 
dance to Broadway prominence, 
“Hot Heels,” the name of a horse, 
could still have carried that title 
and would have gotten into the first 
runs. It might have gotten any- 
where without the horse race and 
minus its bad casting. 

So the horse that was stranded 
with the troupe which also had him 
in an imaginary race of their meller, 
finally won Steeplechase in 
Cuba, freed the troupe over there 
which had stranded again, and foiled 
the silly vallain. 

Mr. Tryon looks quite good, first 
time seen on the screen. He plays 
lightly even as a juv and looks well, 
and appears to have a range in his 
work. It was an error to cast Miss 


JOE TERMINI 


The Somnolent Melodist’ 


Publix Theatres De Luxe 
THIS WEEK (May 18) 
Olympia, New Haven 
NEXT WEEK (May 25) 
Metropolitan, Boston 
WEEK OF JUNE 2 


Paramount, New York 
and Many Weeks More to Follow 


Notice Is Hereby Given 


that anyone stealing my act, in any 
Part or in full, in sickness or in 
death, in the U. S. or Arabia, will 
be severely dealt with. Not that 1 
think anyone would infringe upon my 
act, but it makes me feel IMPOR- 
TANT AND BIG. 


|duke suffers a shock. 
'she subtitles, but there’s a strange 
| look 
ithe 


Miller opposite him here, as much 
so as it was to have an audience 
believe that Tod Sloan at his pres- 
ent age could ride in a race, But 
it’s a great plug for Tod. 

Not much else there excepting the 
horse, which looked much _ better 
than the race. More especially so 
with the latter this week as the 
news reels are showing the orig- 
inal Kentucky Derby of last Satur- 
day. 

Just another chance mutfed. Prob- 
ably doesn't matter much, stories 
are so plentiful. 


DAUGHTER OF ISRAEL 


(FRENCH MADE) 

Billed 4s product of Bell Pictures, Inc., 
distributed {n the U. 8. by Nathan Hirsh, 
New York state righter. Directed by Ed- 
ward Jose. Betty Blythe starred. Titles 
for American edition by Merritt Crawford 
Story taken from French novel, ‘Jacob's 
Well.’’ At Cameo, New York, week May 


1%. Running time, 88 minutes. 
Blythe 


Paul Malcolm Tod 
Rabbi Beriah Moses.........Ernest Maupin 
Guitele, -Annette Benson 
Reine Delanoy 
Cochbas.... Andra Nox 


A particularly clumy bit of “conti- 
nental’ producing. Scenario, direc- 
tion, acting and everything else ex- 
cept some of the real foreign set- 
tings unbelievably crude. It is 
enough to indicate the grade of the 
subject to report that Betty Blythe, 
who must weigh 150, plays a young 
hoyden. 

In one sequence she does a bare- 
legged dance which edges toward 
travesty, and in another appears at 
a masquerade in black lace tights. 

All the players use the artificial 
foreign make-up that grates upon 
the American fan, and the photogra- 
phy even exaggerates the theatrical 
appearance of the characters. The 
backgrounds are even more make- 
believe, and there isn't a moment fn 
the whole hour and a half that cre- 
ates anything approaching illusion. 
The acting is terribly serious, almost 
to the point of involuntary burlesque. 
Whole thing is hopelessly old fash- 
ioned, belonging to the “Stand back, 
Jack Dalton!” school of melodrama. 

No idea of well-knit action. Story 
rambles interminally. Apparently 
they began at the start of the novel 
and worked painstakingly through 
to the last page. The screen result 
is emphasis upon trivial details and 
dismissal of important climaxes 
with scant attention. Thus what 
may have been an absorbing novel 
becomes anaesthetic as a movie. 

Story has to do with the grand- 
daughter of a rabbi in Constantino- 
ple who is taken up as a protege by 
a music hall star and gets an en- 
gagement in Alexandria as a dancer, 
working in a cafe which turns out 
to be a dive. She is rescued by a 
benevolent ol@ man who is develop- 
ing a Zionist colony at Jacob’s Well 
in Palestine. The old man falls in 
love with her and they are married, 
although she loves a younger man in 
Constantinople. 

Some of the foreign backgrounds, 
such as the Constantinople plaza 
overlooking the sea, the harbor ship- 
ping and scenes in tropical Pales- 
tine are interesting, but the produc- 
tion as a screen offering is a com- 
plete bust. Subject isn’t even mate- 
rial for retitling for burlesque pur- 
poses. Crawford, in giving an 
American set of titles, has used dis- 
eretion by handling the captions 
briefly and covering the ground as 
tersely as possible. Rush. 


THE YELLOW LILY 


First National 
starring Billie Dove. 


production and_ release, 
Clive Brook featured 


Directed by Alexander Korda. Author not 
credited on screen or program billing. At 
the Strand, New York, week of May 19. 
Running time, over 65 mins, 

Judith Billie Dove 
Archduke Alexander..........-. Clive Brook 
Kinkeline....... ‘ Gustav von Seyffertitz 
Archduke Peter..........-Mare McDermott 


...-Nicholas Soussanin 
..- Eugenie Besserer 
Winton 
“haries Puffy 


Sweet box-office attraction, pro- 
vided it will be permitted to run 
uncut elsewhere. 

A young archduke, looking like a 
Roxy usher, with a leather pouch 
on his back, who has had his own 
sweet way with the ladies, finally 
meets the girl who wouldn’t trade 


Eugene Peredy... 
The Archduchess......-- 
Mile. Julie..... eve 
The Mayor 


except for a wedding ring. The 
|duke chases the girl all over the 
jtown of Tarnavar, Hungary, and 


| finally corners her in her own bed- 
jroom in the middle of the night. 
|; That’s enough to send shivers up 
and down miscellaneous feminine 
| spines anywhere, 

| With the little girl cornered and 
jin nothing except a chemise, the 
“J hate you,” 


in her eyes. She really loves 
duke. And just as it seems 


familiar turn, the duke defying 
regal authority and promising to 
marry and protect the gal forever. 
Seems to be particularly good 
program picture for the full-week 


stands. ‘Titles, not eredited, are 
badly written, and photography 
poor in spots. In latter case Miss 
Dove's face gets harsh treatment. 
Clive Brook makes an excellent 
lead, and balance of east deliver 
fine performanee, fort. 


THE CHORUS KID 


Gotham 
Virginia 
Howard 
visicn 


Lumas. 
Story by 
and super- 


production released 

Brown Faire featured. 
Rockey. Adaptation 

by Harold Shumate. Directed by 
Howard Bretherton, Cameraman, Charlies 
Van Enger. Titles by Casey Robinson. 
Production manager, Carroll Saxe. At 
Loew's New York, one day, May 9. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 

Virginia Brown Faire, Sheldon Lewis, 
Hedda Hopper, John Batten, Bryant Wash- 
burn, Thelma Hill, Tom O'Brien. 


by 


Exceptionally meritorious inde- 
pendent film. Used alone at Loew's 
New York, where indies are gen- 
erally dumped in on double feature 
days. The production looks first 
class in every respect and is okay 
for de luxe houses. 

There is a new and interesting 


twist given to the ancient hokum 
about the good little chorus girl. 
It would have been a darb of a 


story for First National to use for 
Billie Dove instead of their inanity 
of “Heart of a Follies Girl.” Vir- 
ginia Brown Faire, less well known, 
makes an agreeable and plausible 
chorine and the picture is far better 
than the First National’s effort in 
the same direction. 

Gotham has assembled a “name” 
cast even to having Sheldon Lewls 
in a bit so small he can scarcely be 
recognized. 

Story has chorus girl coming into 
a small nest egg through an oil in- 
vestment. Having been born ina 
dressing room and brought up ina 
trunk the gir] figures she has missed 
her girlhood. She hikes off to a 
swell finishing school, misrepresent- 
ing her age as 17 and trying to re- 
capture her departed kid days. 

She gets thick with one of the 
school chums and goes home with 
her to spend the holidays. The 
chum’s pop is a natty widower with 
dough (Bryant Washburn). A fash- 
ionable widow (Hedda Hopper) is 
out to cop the rich daddy. Of course 
the chorus kid gets the orange blos- 
soms. 

Tom 
smiles. 
velous 


O’Brien contributes some 
Miss Hopper looks mar- 
and Washburn fits the part 
like a glove. Thelma Hill, of two 
reelers, is a cutie. 
Gotham can plug this one. Land. 


OLD AGE HANDICAP 


Trinity Pictures Corp. production, releas- 
ing through First Division. Directed by 
Frank S. Mattison from magazine story by 
Tod Underwood. Adapted by Cecil B. Hill 
Photographed by Jules Cronjager, Titles by 
Putnam Hoover. Starring Alberta Vaughn. 
Cast: Gareth Hughes, Vivian Rich, Olaf 
Hytton, Mavis Villers, Bud Shaw. At the 
Stanley, N. Y., one day, May 18. Running 
time, 62 minutes. 


Even with Gareth Hughes’ uead 
pan this is a nice picture. It’s the 
kind which will get the okay of 
every parent-teacher association in 
the country. Put together in inter- 
esting style, above that attained by 
the average indie, this Trinit® pic- 
ture should satisfy th bigger per- 
centage of fans. 


There’s a splash of sex throughout, 
which hits a climax in a roadhouse 
to which the bad boy of the town 
has lured the sis. A lot of bright 
material before he succeeds in feed- 
ing her her first drink, and then the 
dancer of the joint (Alberta Vaughn) 
stalls aff the rest until the big 
brother arrives. A wise but good 
gal in love with the brother, she 
makes the big sacrifice of her own 
to save the young girl. Miss Vaughn 
even 
victory in a race framed by a bank- 
er. It winds up logically, 
and morally. 


THE CHORUS KID 


released by 
3retherton 


Gotham production 
Directed by Howard 
play by Adele Buffington, adapted 
| Howard Roeckey’s story. Virginia 
|} Faire and Bryant Washburn featured. 

east: Hedda Hopper, Tom O'Brien, 
| Hill, John Batten and Sheldon Lewis. 
| Loew's Ci New York, one day, May 20, 
on double Running time, minutes 


Lumas 
Screen 


from 


rele, 
bill. 


Lightweight flicker built around a 
highly improbable story. If neigh- 


| borhood patrons are willing to over- | 


| look such items as a May-December 
; marriage and a chorus girl, born in 
a trunk, raised on the stage and still 
will slide by on a double bill. Other- 
wise it’s thumbs down, 


ciation 
bias of wealthy folks in general anid! 


At no time, however, does the film | 
get so moralistic as to be obnoxious. | 


rides the family’s old nag to} 


happily | 


Brown | 
In | 
Thelma | 
At} 


ashamed of her birthright, this one} 


rience she has missed. At the fash- 
ionable finishing school she is be- 
friended by the daughter of the 
president of the oil company respon- 
sible for her sudden wealth. Latter 
frowns on show folk, but falls in 
love with his daughter's chum, who 
has concealed her past from her 
new-found friends. 

Mrs. Garrett (Hedda Hopper), a 
widow, is the menace on the 
for the wealthy oil man. She throws 
a wrench into the romance between 
the middle-aged man and the 
Resultant misunderstanding is 


eirl, 


patched up after girl is ordered out} 
of the house where she is a vacation | 


Visitor. Following the girl's denun 


of bigotry, smugness 


her pursuer in particular, there is 
the usual elinch with the suitor’s 
daughter on the sidelines applaud- 
ing his choice of a wife. A few wise- 
cracking titles about the only thing 
worthy of commendation. 


THE DESERT BRIDE 


Columbia production and release. Direct- 
ed by Walter Lange. Betty Compson starred, 
with Allan Forrest, Edward Martinde) and 
Otto Matiesen featured. Photography, Ray 
June, Adapted by Elmer Narris from the 
Ewart Adamson story, ‘‘The Adventuress.” 
Continuity by Anthony Coldewey. At the 
New York, one day, May 11, as half doublk 
bill. Running time, around 60 minutes. 
Diane Duval Betty Compson 
Captain Maurice de Florimont.Allan Forrest 
Colonel Sorelle...........Edward Martinde} 
Kassim Ben Otto Matiesen 
Private Karnes 
Beggar....... .-Frank Austin 


Not very impressive, this Colum- 
bia’s “Desert Bride,” with a small 
time sand storm as the only kick. 

Gest in the picture in every way is 
Betty Compson, who looks nice and 
does well. 

Billed as adapted from “The Ad- 
venturess,” the film scenario would 
indicate that the adventuress por- 
tion of the novel had been toned or 
tamed down. Nothing vampy here, 
nor any gold digging, with the girl 
made the niece of an English army 
officer in Egypt or India. 

Allan forrest barely made it as 
the love-making captain, chief of 
the Intelligence Department. It’s a 
sort of mild secret service story with 
an Arab chieftain or Pasha walting 
and scheming to get ammunition the 
captain had seized. 

Much meller and Arab 
with the soldiers busting 
just in time. 

Looks like the price of the story 
was the inducement for Columbia. 

One dayers and double bills. 


OVER THERE 


Based on official UU. 8S. 
ment motion pictures of the World War, 
put together by Super Film Attractions, 
Release undecided; probably state rights. 
Private showing before press and repre- 
sentatives of D. A. R. in Hays office pro- 
jection room May 16. Running time, about 
60 minutes. 


extras, 


in gates 


and allied govern- 


Six-and-one-half reels of official 
war tilm from government archives 
are pieced together under the title 
of “Over There.” The selections, 
according to Sidney Lust, Washing- 
ton exhibitor and president of Super 
Film Attractions, required research 
work extending over the past three 
years and the co-operation of two 
government officials. 

At the close of the prev. wv in the 
Hays office, Mrs. Newton Chapman, 
national chairman of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, en- 
dorsed the film in behalf of her or- 
ranization. She described it as 
being as unbiased as could be ex- 
pected in its treatment of the cred- 
its and conditions. She also said 
that it afforded a great relief in 
comparison with other war pictures 
because “it is not saturated with sex 
appeal and deals with the cold 
realities of the war.” 

“Over There” possesses unlimited 
exploitation possibilities. The D. A. 
R. okay is only one of many that 
capable handiing will bring this 
film. As to its entertainment qual- 
ities, “Over There” is in a very 
crude technical state. It is practi- 


cally devoid of sequence and is full | 
such | 


There is 
continuity, which 
well-placed significant 
might ensure, that the action as 
now edited reacts strongly of a dis- 
jointed conglomeration of newsreels, 
Historically, excepting the assur- | 
ance that the feature 
excerpts trom government re 
“Over There” is practically nil. This 
is due to a careful avoidance on the 
part of the titles to enumerate dates 
or places where various bombard- 
ments and charges have taken place. 
From the angle of pure showman- 


of repetitious shots. 


a lack of even 


ords, 


|ship and with the material at his 
command, Lust can improve his 
venture a thousand per cent. After 


the titles, a re-editing that will get 


the action more in line and work 
np a suspense, which the feature | 
now lacks to the point of being: 


| monotonous, Will provide the essen- 


makel, 


and! 


titles | 


represents 


substituting more close-ups and 
material not to be found in the com- 
mon garden variety, will make tiliis 
feature worthy of the exploitation 
Which it can get, even in its present 
raw state. 


SUNSET LEGION 


Paramount production and release, stare 
ring Fred Thomson. Directed by Liovd ine 
ram and Aifred L. Werker from o t 
story by Frank Clifton, Cast Wiliam 
ul ght, Edna Murphy, Harry Voods, 
Pities by Garrett Graham At New 
Yerk May ly bay Running TO 
minutes, 
Fred Thomson has erank:d out 
ene that will click with the mobs. 
Picture features Thomson and his 


horse as quick change artists. Krom 
the dumbell cowboy and the sleepy 
Whiie horse, Thomson and Silver 
King don black satin and scare the 
town's bad citizenry, 

Dual roles oy horse and rider heip 
the suspense in the early footage. 
From the meck cowboy who breezes 
into the town just after another 
wagon load of gold has been lifted 
by the bartender’s zang, Thomson 


suddenly turns into shovting, 
Wild-riding demon. lie cops the 
evidence which shows the beer 


pourer up before the legal bar, but 
keeps it under cover until love-inter- 
est is aroused between the black 
outfit and the daughter of the mine 
owner. Girl is Edna Murphy 

Holding off the tewnship 
country fandango while Thomson 
dances with the gal is one of the 
standout sequences. The climax at 
the mine brings out Thomson as the 
leader of the rangers. Lots of fa- 
miliar gags, but used to excellent 
advantage. 


at a 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 
PARAMOUNT. 
THEATRE 


NEW YORK 


Indefinitely 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


“Thanks, Milt 
Murray,” Says 


FRED 


for saying in the Detroit 

“He's OKMNX, this lad Stritt 
the weeks pile up and he «+ 
on, merrily entertaining the rs 
patrons who come back weei: 
week to see him, his versatility 
comes amazing This week he «fferg 


“Timen’’s 
As 
ntinues 
gular 
after 


be- 


The Broadminded Boy from everything should be cleared up, the 


Broadwa aR “other e doctor, bursts Plot revolves about Beatrice Brown | tials which may make this a clean- |§ 2 Tecitative song, “Laugh, Clown, 
BILLY CLAIR linto the room. The archduke 1s! (Virginia Faire), chorus dame in ajup at every box-office. 
'shot and the girl and brother go to | Broadway revue, who, when she gets Cutting out several thousand feet | ‘ ; ick : 

¢. K | jail. You can't fool a brother, it! her hands on a chunk of dough, de-! of marching scenes and artillery Now at the STATE, Detroit 
, > ept Busy by Samuels Music Bureau ceems cides to go to boarding sehool and) work, pluyed to death by the news- | oming East. Ask Lee Stewart 
T For the finish the picture takes a/ thereby recapture a youthful expe- | re els and by Hojlywood as well, and | 


TRIXIE 


SAYS: ASK JENIE JACOBS, COLUMBUS 1930 
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THE 

“All the ladies love Billi AWA uTY MAR? 
Dove, lots THE BEA Love 

well.” —Leon C. Bolduc, LOVE 
Bijou Theatre, Conway, - 
N. H., in Exhibitors 
Herald-W orld. , 


“Billie Dove is charm- 
ing.” —E. M. Biddle, 
Strand Theatre, Paoli, 
Ind., in Exhibitors. Herald 
W orld. 
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| 
ter 
| 
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TO 
4 Di ed b ae. 
With Clive Brook- yrect 
It is grippins romantic melodrama with tense conflict gitl $ fight, first 
against her love —then for 
| Because it has Juxuri0us, romantic background: with specially sported cos" 
tumes and lavish staging: 
° Because the cast sncludes CLIVE BROOK. Cwstay vou Sey flertitz Mare 
Vat of? McDermott, Jane Winton. Charles Pufly- 
“ 
FI ( 
NAT Because tt was directed by Alexander Korda, who did The Private Life of 
ALS Helen of TOY” and Stolen Bride. 
pecial- 
Ui mM mM Er Because the author the man who wrote Hotel [mperial and The Last 
Series Command” and adapted “The Way of All Flesh _LLajos Biro- 
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VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 41 


113 WEEK 


Opinion Divided Whether 
Big Time (an Be Revived 


Opinion appears to have divided 
itself as to whether the Murdock- 
Kennedy direction of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum will be able to successful- 
ly revive the big time, otherwise 
two-a-day vaudeville. There is no 
report that the present administra- 
tion of K-A-O has even laid out a 
plan of campaign, not only about 
the big time revival except as one 
among the many other matters that 
will receive their attention sooner 
or later in that organization, 

Nor is there any information as 
to what vaudevillians say is~ the 
yital point of a returned big-time 
circuit at the proper scale; whether 
it is to be straight vaudeville or 
yaudfilm, playing twice daily. Some 
claim that with vaudeville and pic- 
tures playing twice daily, the new 
K-A-O regime might find that its 
two-a-day houses will fill the re- 
peated want of a reserved seat pic- 
ture theatres in the larger cities. 

There are so few concerned with 
the Kennery-Murdock group who 
hold knowledge of their contempla- 
tions or ideas for the reorganized 
K-A-O that information is scarce, 
especially with J. J. Murdock and 
Joseph P. Kennedy in Chicago for 
the past few days attending the 
sales conventions of their picture 
concerns, FBO and Pathe-DeMille. 
(A brief sketch of Mr. Kennedy ap- 
pears in another story on K-A-O 
and its picture film affiliations ap- 
pearing in the picture department 
of this issue.) 

Good Buy 


Last week when Variety an- 
nounced the sale by E. F. Albee of 
all of his common stock in the K- 
A-O concern, that stock carrying 
with it control of the entire cir- 
cuit, to the Kennedy associates for 
$4,500,000, the effect waS stupendous 
in vaudeville circles, and of gen- 
eral interest otherwise. The vaude- 
ville opinion was that the Kennedy- 
Murdock group had made a good 
buy and also that Albee’s sale was 
a timely one, for Albee, 

Albee seemed greatly perturbed 
through Variety having the com- 
plete story, despite the inside stuff 
held out, It appeared as though 
there had been some secrecy at- 
tached to the transfer by those di- 
rectly interested. Through Albee be- 
ing permitted to retain his office as 
President of K-A-O, it may have 
been the understanding that no an- 
nhouncement would be issued. Va- 
riety’s story seemed to force a state- 
ment, with an evasive one issued by 
the K-A-O press department to the 
effect that Kennedy and the bank- 
ers had purchased K-A-O stock. 
The statement carried heavy emph- 
asis that Albee remained as presi- 
cent but without denial that all of 
the Albee stock had been trans- 
ferred. 

With the trade knowledge that 
the K-A-O was not an inviting in- 
vestment at 1514 before Kennedy 
and Murdock stepped into control, 


* the vaudeville and picture divisions 


readily accepted Variety’s story as 
the facts behind. With Kennedy ap- 
Pointed chairman of the K-A-O 
board of directors, with that office 
new to the board, in itself hit the 
Show business as the confirmation 
of the sale, 


Preferred A. P. Story 


A wire signed E. F. Albee was 
received by all house managers of 
Keith-Albee and Orpheum theatres 
throughout the country last week, 
directing. the managers to instruct 
local dailies to print only the story 
Sent out by the Associated Press 
and to disregard the story in Va- 
tiety. The wire did not deny Va- 
"lety’s story of the Albee sale. The 
- P. story carried the gist of the 

-A-O statement, mentioning Ken- 
hedy and again emphasizing that 
Albee retained his post as president, 
4 point also made plain last week in 

ariety, 

slight comment has been 
about as to the N. V, A., Albee’s pet 
eects club. It appeared little 

eresting to those discussing it. 
eee curiosity was aroused over 

* K-A-O staff. Several on the 


(Continued on page 45) 


DUNKERLEY’S DECREE 


Secures Divorce from Wife, Gussie 
Kline—Dept. Store Sheik 


Jack Dunkerley, better known as 
Jack Stanley, songwriter and 
monopedic entertainer, was given a 
decree in his divorce suit against 
Augusta Dunkerley (Gussie Kline), 
professionally cabaret hostess, A. 
H. Healy, department store sheik, 
was named, at the wife’s apartment, 
436 East 34th street, New York. 


It was the second trial, the jury 
disagreeing when Stanley named an 
unknown male and a_ boarding 
house at 719 Quincy street, Brook- 
lyn. Subsequently, Stanley secured 
the new evidence implicating Healy 
as corespondent. 


The Dunkerleys have been mar- 
ried 11 years and have a 10-year-old 
daughter, Dolores, custody of whom 
was arranged by stipulation. 


Frank Vernon Charged by 
Hostess and Arrested 


Frank Vernon, of Vernon and 
Hawkins, was held for the grand 
jury when arraigned on.a charge 
of grand larceny before Magistrate 
Folwell in the Adams Street Court, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., last week. He was 
later released in $2,500 bail. 


Vernon was arrested upon com- 
plaint of Mae Sullivan, night club 
hostess, living at the Hotel Claren- 
don, Brooklyn, She charged the 
actor with having separated her 
from a diamond bracetet valued at 
$1,200. 

Testifying Miss Sullivan claims 
that she met Vernon several months 
ago. She told him about the brace- 
let which she was attempting to 
dispose for $700 and alleges Ver- 
non told her he could sell it. She 
gave him the bracelet, according to 
her testimony, never receiving the 
money or bracelet nor had she been 
able to locate the performer until 
two weeks ago when she recognized 
him conversing with friends outside 
of the N. V. A. Miss Sullivan had 
him arrested. 

Vernon has entered a_ general 
denial, claiming that although sale 
of a bracelet was discussed, he did 
no* receive it, 


Allen’s “Hot Defense” 


The Broadway bunch is buzzing 
about Edgar Allen’s “hot” defense 
in the divorce suit brought against 
him by Mrs. Katherine Murray 
Allen naming “a Mrs. Browning” 
(Peaches). Allen promises a sen- 
sational retaliatory move. 

Allen’s status in the Fox organi- 
zation is still indeterminate. The 
booker is on a little vacation, with 
salary, until William Fox’s return 
to New York. 


3-6 and 5-11 


Chicago, May 22. 

Pussy De Garmo, midget 3 feet 6 
inches tall, and Elza Fischer, show 
girl, were married in Chicago on 
May 15 by Judge Herman Immen- 
hausen. Miss Fischer is 5 feet 11 
inches tall. The bride is 21 and the 
groom 27. 

DeCarmo met his bride while 
touring the Orpheum circuit. They 
are to team-up for a honeymoon 
tour in vaude. 

City Prosecutor Frank Paska was 
the best man. ' 


Larrimore Sketch Off 
Francine lLarrimore’s proposed 
vaude plunge is indefinitely off 
through illness of the actress. Miss 
Larrimore had been set in an ab- 
breviated version of “Chicago.” She 
may still do it when recovered. 


Al Sterling “Lil’s” Manager 
Al Sterling, formerly of Sterling 


and Rose, has temporarily quit 
vaudeville to become company ; 
manager of “Diamond Lil.” j 


UNIT SHOWS 


TREND 


No Other Circuit or Com- 
bine Otherwise Compar- 
able in Weeks for Actors 
to Publix-Loew Playing 
Time — Producing Two 
Units Weekly for Color 
Named P-L Circuits—85 
Weeks Now Operating 


1ST CIRCUIT IN “TIME” 


With the establishment of an ad- 
ditional full week unit route, also 
under the direction of James R. 
Cowan, to be known as the White 
Route, Publix plans to have 76 full 
weeks of unit “time” to offer short- 


ly, with 37 miscellaneous weeks in. 


addition, making a total of 113 
weeks, 
This combined picture house 


route (Loew’s also) will top any- 
thing ever known in vaudeville. It 
will represent more guaranteed time 
than the combined Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum circuit and tops the avail- 
able number of weeks in all other 
vaudeville circuits combined. 


Publix now has 38 weeks of what 
is designated as Gold unit time. 
These units play New Haven, Bos- 
ton and the Paramount, New York, 
before starting west. Within two 
weeks of its inauguration the White 
u.it time represents 10 weeks. 
White, now in Chicago, will be 
routed through the east. 

According to present plans the 
White route is to be built up to 38 
weeks. Where Publix, or affiliated 
circuits, have two houses in the 
same city each requiring stage 
shows, the White units will be sent 
in to take care of the needs of the 
second house to ask for that type 
of entertainment. Both units are 
of the same standard of quality. 

In Chicago three houses, Chicago, 
Tivoli and Uptown, are playing 
Gold units. Oriental, Senate and 
Harding, in the same city, a“ play- 
ing Whiie units. State, Minneap- 
olis, and Capitol, Detroit, are to be 
among the first to be added to the 
White route. 

Within the next few months the 
Publix production department ex- 
pects that the White route will be- 
come as iong, or longer, than the 
present Gold route representing 38 
weeks. The greater outlet for stage 
shows is expected on account of 
the general] trend of entertainment 
throughout the country toward pic- 
ture house stage shows.~* 

Alternation 

A large number of Loew as well 
as Publix houses are to be added 
to the White route. In cities where 
the Publix houses are now getting 
Gold units, Loew theatres will get 
the White units. Where a Loew 
house has been getting the Gold 
units and a new Publix house opens 
with a stage policy, the White units 
will be used. 

Publix stage shows now playing 
Loew houses, until recently billed 
as Loew productions, will be cred- 
ited as Loew-Publix stage shows in 
the future. 

It is reported that at least 28 full 
weeks will be added to the unit 
time to obtain the required 33 
weeks for the White route. There 
is also a probability that the added 
number of cities and theatres may 
be so large as to require one or two 
additional unit routes, 

Without the 28 unit weeks to be 
added with the completion of new 
Loew and Publix houses or changes 
of policy requiring units, Publix 
now has 85 weeks of time. Of this 
total there is 48 weeks of unit time, 
15 weeks Southern time, 12 weeks 
in New England and 10 weeks of 
miscellaneous spot booking. 

When the first announcement of 
the merging of Loéw and Publix 
picture house production depart- 
ments was made it was estimated 
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MURRAYS IN COURT 


Horlick Case Also Up—Each Wife 
After Separation 


After stalling for several weeks 
through a possibility of a _ settle- 
ment, Mrs. Charlotte Doncourt ap- 
peared against her husband, Ken- 
neth Doncourt, better known as Ken 
Murray, professionally, asking for 
$250 weekly alimony and 2,500 
counsel fees. Murray had offered a 
$50 settlement out of court. 

Julian T. Abeles is acting for the 
wife. 

Another theatrical matrimonial ac- 
tion came up before the same court, 
Justice Valente presiding, in Olga 
Horlick’s petition for $150 weekly 
alimony and $1,500 counsel fees 
against William Horlick, the agent, 
whom she is also suing for a sepa- 
ration, charging cruelty and habit- 
ual drunkenness, 


Horlick opposed the motion 
through Julius Kendler, implicating 
Leola Lucey (vaudeville), who is 
charged with exercising an undue 
influence over his wife. Horlick, 
until a year ago a vaudeville dancer, 
when flat feet and diabetes forced 
him in the vaudeville production 
field, sets forth at great length how 
he and his wife had been very happy 
since their marriage in Chicago in 
1916 until 1925, when Miss Lucey 
came into the Horlick household’s 
cognizance. Miss Lucey is said ly 
Horlick to be a married woman, 
separated from her husband. 


Decision .in both suits has 
reserved. 


been 


Corse Payton Directing 
Harlem’s Colored Drama 


Corse Payton quit his one night 
stands on the John E. Coutts cir- 
cuit last week to become stage di- 
rector for the Lincoln theatre, Har- 
lem. Payton was called in when 
Ida Anderson (colored) left in a 
huff. 

Colored dramatic troupe remains 
the same with two exceptions. Miss 
Anderson and Billy Andrews are 
out. 


Another Pole Sitter 
Chicago, May 22. 

of the flag-pole 

Joe Powers and 


Chicago, home 
sitters, father of 
other gents of altitude, is now 
standnig agog in loop streets and 
paying 10 cents a look at the newest 
pole squatter of the town. 


Ben Fox, movie stunt man, claim- 
ing to be an ex-employee of the 
Harold Lloyd lot, is now attempting 
to break the world’s record of 16 
days set by Joe Powers on the flag- 
pole of the Hotel Morrison. 

Fox went aloft the flag-pole of 
the Oriental theatre May 19, and 
promised he would stay up for three 
weeks. 


Tot’s Fatal 2d Accident 


Charlotte Swan, daughter 
of Bert Swan, was run down by an 
auto and killed on Second avenue, 
New York, Monday morning. 

The youngster was almost killed 
in another accident recently, when 
she suffered a fractured skull. 

Her father formerly had Swan’s 
Alligators in vaudeville, 


seven, 


LINDA MARRYING 


Linda, the dancer, in vaudeville 
and productions, is engaged to 
marry Lieut. Zeus Soucek, con- 
nected with the Experimental En- 
gine Laboratory of Naval Aircraft 
factory at Philadelphia. 


DOUBLING QUARTET 

Jo-Jo, Jack Howard, Frank Wal- 
lace and Pat Whalen, comprising 
pianists and entertainers supporting 
Mae West in “Diamond Lil,” have 
organized a quartet and are doubling 
vaude dates while the show is in 
}New York. 


| 


Splitting $1.25 Commish 3 Ways: 
Dizzy Indie Booking Offices 


Independent vaude booking officeg 
are growing more and more notori« 
ous for the dizzy system, or lack 
of system, used in the conduct of 
their business. 

The congestion in the offices is 
terrific and the interruptions when 
conversation is attempted are cone 
tinuous, 

It sometimes takes days of deter= 
mined waiting to obtain a contract 
after a booking has been made, 

Fally Markus has organized a 
brass check system to keep some 
sort of order. Agents get numbers 
as in golf and wait their turn to 
tee off. It’s a free-for-all in the 
other offices, with the man with 
the loudest voice and the sharpest 
elbows winning. 

To add to the agony, one of the 
dizzies in charge of a book plays 
the stock market and never hears 
half what’s said to him because of 
preoccupation with margin, 

All Suffer 

Acts suffer by this merry-go- 
round, but it’s just as bad, or worse, 
for the agents, They go through 
plenty for the privilege of splitting 
$1.25 commission three ways. 

“Talent scouts” working for or 
through agents add to the conges- 
tion. Not going on the floor theme 
selves, they work through an agent 
that does. That reduces commis- 
sions to laughable sums and further 
lessens an act’s chance of getting 
set. 


Fyffe Goes Back; 
2-a-Day K-A-O Contract 


Will Fyffe has returned to Enge- 
land after eight weeks in a hose 
pital suffering from an injured leg. 

The Scotch comic has European 
bookings which could not be get 
back. The eight weeks of K-A-O 
time which Fyffe lost while he was 
ill will be played when Fyffe re« 
turns, according to the K-A-O of- 
fice. 

The Keith people had 
able difficulty in routing Fyffe ag 
he held contracts calling for but 
two shows daily. He cancelled 
Keith’s, Washington and Philadel- 
phia, when those houses switched 
to three performances daily, but 
consented to play the 81st Street, 
where he did three shows daily Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 

Fyffe will waive his two shows & 
day prerogative on Saturday and 
Sundays when he returns, accord- 
ing to the K-A-O bookers, but will 
not play a house where he does 
more than two daily on week days. 


Gladys Clark Hurt 


Gladys Clark (Clark and Berge 
man), is confined to her home in 
Freeport, L. L, with a fractured arm 
and a fractured leg sustained in an 
automobile accident May 13 while 
returning from a Sunday date at 
the Chester theatre, Malverne, L. L 

Henry Bergman was not injured. 


Maud’s Dark Days 

Maud Ryan, after five days in a 
dark room, is herself again A 
cinder blew into Maud’s right eye 
and, despite eoaxing and rubbing, 
refused to come out. 

A trip to a local hospital removed 
the offender. 


| 


1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


William Morris 


CALL BOARD 


Booking Next Season’s Coast 
Tour Now 


Address WALTER MEYERS 
Loew’s State Bldg. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


MOUTH S.AIOT Sol | 
SURSAIA SANVHO 6 


CHICAGO: 1111 BUTLER BLDG, 


consider-_ 


. 
| 
| 
| 
| F 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
| | 
| | | | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | ia 
| | 
| | | | | | 
| 


“hot” jazz. 


42 VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 
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Midnite “Show” Audition at $1.10 
Catches the Favor of Agents 


There is a difference of opinion 
mong the agents concerning the 
alue of the Tuesday midnight au- 
ition at the Carroll theatre, New 


ork, which Abe Meyer and Ben 
-undy (latter of Lew Cantor's office) 
1augurated last week. The idea 
: that of presenting talent new to 
ew York with their representa- 
ve’s name mentioned in conjunc- 
n for invited managerial consid- 
ation. 

Meyer and Lundy, promoting, 
arge a 75c. and $1.10 admission. 
1e first gross was about $400, 
hich just about made expenses for 
theatre rental, ushering staff, 
.usicians, stage crew, etc. 

The attendance was almost ca- 
acity, of which the major portioa 


‘as “paper.” 
William Morris, Benjamin David, 
‘amuels Musical Bureau, Harry 


‘earl, Abe Meyer, Inc., and Meyer 
3 North were among the agents 
‘ho had acts “showing.” 
The day after the auditions, Meyer 
nd Lundy queried Arthur S, Lyons 
hy the Lyons & Lyons agency 
‘as not represented tn the audi- 
ons. Lyons frankly stated he dis- 
»proved of the experiment, voicing 
‘gs suspicions it was another form 

charging admission for gratis 
lent under the guise of auditions. 
ie other agents recognized Meyer 
1d Lundy's necessity to charge a 
nall fee for whatever public sup- 
rt the shows attract owing to the 
xpenses involved for house rental 
nd stage crew. 

in Favor 


The agents generally think it a 
ood idea, as it affords the acts an 
‘pportunity to “show” to an audi- 
‘nce from which managers may 
raw their own conclusions and, at 
he same time, it is an advantage 
or the talent to play to an audience 
nd not the usual four walls of a 
nanager’s office. 

Some worth-while talent was dis- 
‘losed at the first audition. Roth 
nd Shea (Jenie Jacobs’ act) were 
he highlight of the evening with 
okum acrobatics. In boob attire, 
fter an inconsequential opening 
umber, they got down to some 
orking comedy stuff with their 
cro-comedy. To top it, they do an 
nusual acrobatic dance and some 
lever rope dancing. 

Anson and Gregory (Benjamin 
avid) are an energetic male team, 
riginal in its own way as the Paul 
Vhiteman Rhythm’ Boys, with 
They use freak instru- 
ments like a bicycle pump with 
‘ubber tire; rubber glove, with a 
nilking bit on one of the rubber 
tingers; bike pump alone; break- 
away oboe; umbrella-sax (in an 
riginal bit to match “Let a Smile 
ve Your Umbrella); vacuum cleaner, 
ate. 

Joe Clayton was an overly fresh 
harmonica player (Samuels), seem- 
ingly unused to the stage. 

Perry and Alexander (Morris), 
ilias “The Hollywood Goofs,” ec- 
‘entric mixed team, family time in 
speed. 

Another Morris act, 10 Montero 
Sirls, did two numbers at intervals, 
me a castenet ensemble, and the 

ther a gypsy dance. A good troupe 
.or class stage unit. 


Looking for “Hook” 


Nadine (Abe Meyer) is a saxo- 
phone soloiste, who is one good rea- 
son against these public auditions 
which, from the audience edification 
standpoint, are never a success until 
somebody or other gets the hook. 
They expect that sort of thing with 
amateur try-outs and, for some 
strange psychological reason, they 
wanted to pick on this lone girl, 
who ultimately stopped the show 
cold with a couple of corking reed 
specialties. Nadine is an expert 
mistress of the instrument and will 
fit in nicely in a presentation. She 
could change her style of feminine 
apparel to advantage. Instead of 
the Marypickford, a more severe 
head-dress would do the trick. 

Barr and Davis, “Harmony in 
Tan” (Meyer B. North), are a pair 
of robust songstresses. In striking 
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Audition Engagements 


Of the Abe Meyer-Ben 
Lundy auditions Tuesday at 
the Carroll, the following have 
been engaged as a result of 
their first exhibitions in the 
east: 

Shaw and Shaw and Roth 
and Shea have gone Publix; 
Gloria Girls are set for the 
Carmen, Philly picture house; 
Borrah Minevitch is signing 
Chic and Andy for his act; 
Eileen Dee Cee, 3 DeCrescents 
and Joe Clayton are set for 
vaudeville acts, Meyer Golden 
taking th 


rhinestoned costumes, this piano act 
is all right for the pop houses. The 
tan billing is derived from an ac- 
centuated brunet make-up. 

Chick and Andy (Ben David), 
were another of those trick musical 


acts, playing funnels, trumpet 
mouth-pieces,~ uke and_ kazoo, 
spoons, finger-snappers, ete. Col- 


legiate in their exaggerted blazer 
make-up, it’s an act that’ll click on 
a cafe floor. 

The 3 De Crescent Brothers, in 
brass ensemble, were so-so (David), 
and another David act, Arlene Dee 
Cee, impressed more favorably with 
contortion dancing. 

There were other acts, some 30 
in all, of good, bad and indifferent 
caliber, whom Ben Bernie, Joe 
Laurie, Jr.; Bobby Clark and Eddie 
Conrad introduced in sequence. 
The Bernie Maestro still hats 1,000 
as a champ m. ec. 

Another audition was scheduled 
for last (Tuesday) night, the sec- 
ond in the weekly series. Abel. 


Gibbs Girls Nov. 16 


The Gibb Twins, Marion and Mar- 
garet, were 16 years old May 19. 
They were playing in Pittsburgh 
and a special birthday party was 
arranged, attended by 22 sets of 
twins. 

The twins can now play New 
York vaude houses. Heretofore they 
kept out of the state entirely due to 
their age, playing only one city, 
Syracuse. 


Lowry and St. Louis 
St. Louis, May 22. 
Ed Lowry, whose instantaneous 
hit as master of ceremonies at the 
Skouras Brothers’ Ambassador The- 
atre last summer, has developed into 
the most enthusiastic and lasting 
one-man hit in the history of St. 
Louis, theatricals, gave his one- 
thousandth performance at the Am- 
bassador last week. 
From the manner in which he is 
drawing the crowds, he wiil be here 
for .a thousand more, or even longer. 


2 Dancing Harpists 
Los Angeles, May 22. 

Mignon Laird has been reported 
as the only dancing harpist on the 
stage. 

Carlena Diamond now on the Pan- 
tages circuit, states that she has 
been doing that sort of an act for 
a number of years and is doing the 


Same dance as was done by her 
father, Charlie Diamond. 
VETS’ PLANS 

Sam Morton, last with “Side- 


walks of New York,” is not return- 
ing to vaude at present. He is in 
Detroit looking after realty hold- 
ings. 

James Thornton, another of the 
“Sidewalks” troupe, plans another 
vaude fling. 


TERRY TURNER’S AIDES 
Ann D. Ellmer, who manages Ter- 
ry Turner's office (Loew publicity) 
has gone to Germany on a two 
months’ vacation. 
In her absence Leona KMdmonton 
is keeping Terry’s dates straight. 


YVETTE RUGEL AND OPERA 
Yvette Rugel is abroad for the 
purpose of giving operatic concerts 


in Paris and Rome. 
Miss Rugel is financing herself on | 
the trip 


1,500 Sign Petition to 
Get Their M. C. Back 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Lynn Cowan, m. c., is back at the 
Egyptian this week because of a 
petition signed by 1,500 patrons re- 


questing Fanchon and Marco to re- 
turn him to the house, Cowan was, 
at this house, off and on, for more 
than a year. 

Cowan left to become m. c. at the 
Boulevard, another West Coast 
house, 


FRUIT MARKET 
NORTHWEST 


Using M. C.’s, Camp 
Chairs and High Pres- 


sure Salesmen 


Seattle, May 22. 


Vaudeville in public fruit markets 
in this territory, as a stimulant for 
patronage, is becoming quite a 
problem. Looks as if a circuit of 10 
or more markets will be formed. A 
tentative booking schedule is now 
understood to be in the making and 
when finally ironed out an act may 
be given a three weeks route. 

The large Central Market in Ta- 
coma, with its two blocks of space, 
is now jamming them in by offering 
five acts of amateur stuff with no 
tariff involved. Pike Street Market, 
in Seattle, is another spacious mar- 
ket going in for this form of enter- 
tainment. These two markets will 
form the aucleus of the proposed 
string, 

Idea of vaude in the markets is 
to get the customers in and then 
have high-pressure sales experts 
peddle their wares upon completion 
of the show. Since the innovation 
of vaude as a puller the manage- 
ments of these markets are doing a 
land office biz. Market vaude is 
done in presentation style, with an 
m. c. announcing the turns, Cus- 
tomers are given folding chairs and 
they act as their own ushers, The 
floor of these markets can take care 
of over 1,500, with no overhead out- 
side of the small salaries involved. 


Headline Acts, $5 


Show lasts about 40 minutes. The 
Coffee and Cake circuit has nothing 
on the “market time,” as the acts 
here are paid off partly in oranges, 
apples, etc. The balance consists of 
salaries ranging anywhere from 
$2.50, with a stellar turn drawing 
$5. Five shows daily are offered, 
with change day being Saturday. A 
balloon mat for the kiddies is also 
piugged in the dailies, and other 
freak pullers are used, The markets 
take big space in the newspapers. 

A representative of the Central 
Market here stated that in a few 
months a string of these markets 
will be organized which will include 
Yakima, another market in Tacoma, 
Bellingham, Vancouver, B, C.; Che- 
halis, Bremerton and possibly a 
large key market in Portland. Pro- 
posed plan is to have the local mar- 
ket as the “showing” spot. 

These markets have been obtain- 
ing acts from local houses, some 
playing the cheap grind houses as 
well as musical stock. With a route 
of three or more weeks, the market 
magnates expect to get a better 
grade of vaude. 

Union Angle 

An idea on what the fans think 
of vaude in the markets is that 
when the Central Market came out 
with an announcement regarding 
free vaude the place was jammed, 
with police reserves called out. 

Only one thing worrying the mar- 
kets—the musicians’ and stagehands’ 
unions. These are understood to have 
squawked that union help be em- 
ployed. Up to the present no stage- 
hands or musicians have been used, 
acts coming out cold. Local unions 
are reported not wanting to dis- 
criminate against the local vaude 
and picture houses, which are hav- 
ing a tough enough battle under 
present conditions. 

Looks as if the owners of these 
markets are forced to have the 
necessary union heip, they will em- 
ploy them, as the crowds coming 
into the markets are too good to 


lose, 


Tom Mix Breaking All Records: 


Harvard's Degree, Dr. of Philosophy 


Opposition! 


Another story of theatre com- 
petition in the Bronx. 

Keith-Albee Royal to put on 
an amateur revue with neigh- 
borhood talent, and engaged 
Tom Linton to stage it. Its 
opposition, Willis, playing in- 
dependent vaudeville, learned 
of the move and also made 
plans for a like show. Learn- 
ing that Linton was not tied 
to the Royal exclusively, the 
Willis hired him to put on its 
show, also. 

‘Now Linton is sprinting the 
10 blocks between the houses 
to stage both affairs which will 
be presented a week from each 
other. 


Anna Seymour’s Special 
Contract With Shuberts 


Anna Seymour's contract with the 
Shuberts is of unusual terms, eall- 
ing for $1,000 a week for the first 
year, with a special proviso against 
any revue engagements, strictly for 
musical comedy with first billing 
distinction. The second year at $1,- 
500 a week calls for stardom. 

Meantime, Anna Seymour, with 
her husband, Henry Santrey and 
his orchestra, are K-A'ing over the 
summer. 

Their proposed opening at Pavil- 
lon Royal at Valley Stream on the 
Merrick road, Long Island, is off 
because of terms. Van and Schenck 
open for John and Christo at the 
roadhouse June 22 and their Lido- 
Venice at Saratoga Springs this 
year will be open for five weeks of 
August racing with George Olsen 
and his orchestra as the special at- 
traction. 


Friars’ Ticket 


The Friars’ annual election of of- 
ficers and governors for the ensuing 
year will be held at the Monastery 
June 21. The ticket is again headed 
by George M. Cohan as Abbott. 

William Collier, who asked to be 
relieved last year, is now named as 
Dean; I, H. Herk, Prior (new post 
conceived last year ag a sort of 
alternate for that of Abbott); Will- 
iam Degan Weinberger, secretary, 
and Paul Henkel, treasurer. 

The governors nominated for two 
years are Benjamin F,. Holzman, 
Barney Klawans, J. H. Lubin, Will- 
iam Morris, Jr., and Louis G. Selig- 
man, 

No opposition ticket is anticipated. 


Howards in “Scandals” 

Willie and Eugene Howard started 
rehearsals with the new “Scandals” 
last week, although reported booked 
for picture theatres through the 
Morris agency. George White 
claimed a verbal contract with the 
Howards, who were advised by 
counsel that the agreement was 
binding. 

The Howards’ salary is reported 
at $3,000 with the new “Scandals,” 
an increase of $500 over last season. 


Gus Edwards’ Acts 


Gus Edwards will retire from the 
stage at the conclusion of his cur- 
rent engagement and devote his 
future time to producing for vaude- 
ville and motion picture houses. 

His first production will be a 15- 
people revue with Ray Bolger, which 
will open the middle of June, He 
will also produce a Spanish act to 
feature Mlle. Armida. Charles Mor- 
rison will handle all of Edwards’ 
vaudeville attractions. 


Givot and Concerts 
Chicago, May 22. 
George Givot, collegiate comedian, 
claims he has deserted the picture 
house stages to take up concert 
work, 


Errol’s Tab for M. P. 


Tom Waters has shelved his pro- 
posed single to appear in support 
of Leon Errol in a tab edition of 
“Yours Truly,” routed for four 
weeks in picture houses, opening in 
Chicago June 9. 


Tom Mix is currently at tha 
Keith-Albee Hippodrome, New 
York, playing three performances 
daily under a contract calling for 


his appearance at K-A Palace for 
two shows daily. 

Mix signed a contract to play 10 
weeks of K-A-O engagements, all 
two-a-day excepting the State- 
Lake, Chicago, where he agreed to 
play three. 

It’s unknown if Tom _ intends 
placing a pro rata claim for the 
extra salary due him weekly for 
the surplus of performances given, 
He is under engagement to continue 
his “Western” film making with 
FBO and:‘that picture producer fg 
controlled by Jos. P. Kennedy. Ken- 
nedy and J. J. Murdock are now 
the directing power of K-A-O. 

In one K-A-O theatre Mix was 
asked who would pay the $11 oats 
bill for “Tony.” He had then been 
in the theatre for five days. Tom 
said he didn't know but that if 
“Tony” could eat $11 worth of oats 
inside of a month, he would shoot 
him as useless. 

Tom’s Observations 


Tom, who is Variety's Cub Re- 
porter as a side line and diversion, 
has been requested to write a series 
of articles for this paper on his 
observations during his vaudeville 
tour. 

In one town Tom noticed some 
children down front who had been 
in the theatre the entire afternoon, 
He sent out for sandwiches and 
personally distributed them amongst 
the kids. At another time and house 
he passed candy to the children 
who would not leave their seats, 
waiting for him to reappear. 

So far Mr. Mix has broken every 
house record on this, his first 
vaudeville tour. This week at the 
Hippodrome he already is set to 
break the record of that house, 
lately established by “Peaches” 
Browning. He took the Browning 
record Monday, before the last show 
had started. 

A short Mix film precedes his act. 
In person Mix wears his white west- 
ern suit and the $15,000 diamond 
studded belt presented to him by 
the Southwesttrn Cattlemen's Assn, 
for their cowboy championship. 

Tom will play about two more 
weeks, then return West. He is to 
start his new picture contract, that 
guarantees him $540,000 yearly from 
FBO, around June 20. 

In vaudeville he is receiving $3,- 
500 weekly from K-A-O. He could 
have played any of the big picture 
chains on a percentage scale of the 
gross that would have brought him 
not less than $10,000 a week and 
up to $15,000. Alexander Pantages 
offered Mix 50 per cent of the en- 
tire gross in every Pan house. 

Tom's picture contract calls for 
him to appear 10 weeks each year 
in vaudeville. 

While playing in Boston Tom 
will visit Harvard where the de- 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy will be 
conferred upon him. 


Baker-Holtz in Show 


“The Cabaret Boys,” by Samuel 
Shipman and John B. Hymer, will 
star Phil Baker and Lou Holtz next 
season. The comedy-drama will be 
a joint Shubert-Woods production. 

Holtz is to act as m. c. at the 
Oriental, Chicago, starting shortly. 


aye. 
$2.50 Ii-Nite Lroupe 
New Orleans, May 22. 

W. C. Fields and Moran and Mack 

and Co. are barnstorming at $2.50 

top. They appear matinee and 
night June 3 at the St. Charles. 

Booked in 21 towns by the Metro- 

politan Music Bureau. 


ACROBAT FALLS 

Charles McNeill (McNeill and 
Evans) fell while performing on 
his trapeze at the Lincoln, Brook- 
lyn, last week. He missed his grip 
on a triple twirl and dropped to 
the stage. 

McNeill was rushed to the Flat- 
bush Hospital, where he is now 
confined, possibly with a fractured 
skull. 


FLEESON’S MATERIAL 


Neville Fleeson will leave the 
stage and devote his time to writins 
material for Broadway productions 


and vaudeville. 
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French Commission Law to Protect 


Actors Quickly Evaded by Agents 


Paris, May 13. 

By the terms of the present 
agency law in France payment of 
commissions by the actor is illegal. 
Agents are permitted to operate as 
usual, but the commission is pay- 
able by the management of the the- 
atre and cannot be deducted from 
the performer's salary. 

Consequently new contracts are 
now established by agents reducing 
the former salary 10 per cent, which 
is divided between the manager and 
agent as in the good old days when 
the commission was deducted from 
the actor’s envelope. 

The legislator intended to place 
the agent’s commission on the man- 
ager, as for .all other employment 
agencies where the employer must 
pay the commission, but it still 
eomes from the performer’s pocket. 

The new agency law also restricts 
the number of licenses, no further 
permits to open theatrical agents’ 
offices in Paris being granted. 

Any new agency can be perma- 
nently closed by the police, only 
those operating before June last 
having a right to continue. Agency 
licenses are transferrible to heirs 
or successors, but the latter can 
make no claim for an indemnity if 
the office is suspended by the au- 
thorities. 


Anderson at Hill Street 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Fred Anderson, former manager of 
Keith’s Louisville, has been appoint- 
ed manager of the Hill Street here, 
succeeding Ray Jones. 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


RCHESTRA 


A SURE-FIRE 
HEADLINE ATTRACTION 


Palace, Cinsy, 3-a-Day 


Cincinnati, May 22. 

Commencing next Monday the 
Keith-Albee Palace, mainly owned 
by local interests (Lisbon, etc.), will 
go into the three-a-day policy. 

Seven acts instead of the present 
six will be used, and an extra per- 
formance daily on the week end 
will be required. 

Previously the Palace has been a 
four-a-day house, but felt the com- 
petition of the new Albee of the 
same number of presentation shows. 
When four-a-day without compe- 
tition the Palace was one of the 
biggest money makers in the coun- 
try. The Albee recently opened 
with the four-a-day after Keith’s 
had wound up its career as a big 
timer (two-a-day). 


PUBLIX-LOEW 


(Continued from page 41) 
that the combination might result 
in 100 weeks of time. It is now 
practically certain that within six 
months Publix-Loew picture houses 
will*have a minimum of 113 weeks, 
with a probability that this will be 
largely increased within a year. 

$2,000,000 Cost 

Publix expenditure on stage units 
is now approximately $2,000,000 a 
year for two units a week. The 
average production cost per unit is 
$22,000. Salary for people, per unit, 
is around $4,000 weekly; costumes, 
$5,000; salary for production staff, 
$6,000; scenery, $6,000; transporta- 
tion, $1,000. Part of the expendi- 
ture of $11,000 for costumes and 
scenery is wiped off, since further 
use can be made of props. 

Publix claims to be the greatest 
employer of stage talent, using 
more writers, singers, dancers, tom- 
posers and producers than any 
other theatrical enterprise in the 
world, Among other things, Publix 
claims the record number of chorus 
girls employed, 1,500. Annual ex- 
penditure on sheet music is $50,000. 
The shoe bill is $40,000 a year. 


BETTY 


SILBERMAN 


ORGANIST 


ith Consecutive Year with Pantages 
Theatre, Los Angeles 


Washington, D, 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 

11-12 and H Sts. 


in the Heart o1 
Theatre District 


Professional 
Kates 


OTSON 


THOSE VERSATILE DANCERS 


MURIEL 


AND 


FISHER 


Foremost Exponents of the Bowery 
ance—Featured in ‘Parisian Frolics’ 


CORRINNE 


MARSH 


In Specialty Dances 
Featured with “Radio Fancies” 


Now Playing Pantages Circuit 


Youth, Pep and Personality 


HARRY 
M. of C. with “De Sylvia's Night 


Club,” Now Touring Pantages Circuit 


SONGS AND DANCES 


PEARL 


TWINS 
Playing West Coast Theatres 
With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco 


DETROIT’S 8 DARK HOUSES 


Stock, Join List This Week 


Detroit, May 22, 

Local theatre business remains in 
a bad way. Two more houses close 
this week, 

Latest to give in are the Colonial, 
playing musical tabs and films, and 
the Majestic, stock. Latter is near 
enough to the business section to 
be classed as downtown, 

Houses now dark number six, 
These are the Temple, Oriental, 
Broadway Strand and New Detroit, 
besides this week’s duo contribution. 


Miles’ Oriental in 
Receivers Hands; 
Too Much “Nut” 


929 


Detroit, May 
Charlie H. Miles’ Oriental theatre 
has passed into the hands of the 
Union Trust company, acting re- 
ceiver for the American Bond and 
Mortgage Co. Though other mat- 
ters contributed, receivership re- 
sulted upon default in payment of 
interest on the $1,500,000 bond issue 
which helped finance the theatre 
and for which the American Bond 
and Mortgage was underwriter. 


Trust company officials stepped 
in Saturday, forcing Miles com- 
pletely out. This move averted 
closing of the house on that day. 

Efforts of two local film exchanges 
to throw the house into receiver- 
ship earlier in the week were re- 
ported balked. The house was in- 
debted to both exchanges, 

J. C. Wodetsky, vice-president of 
the C. H. Miles Adams Avenue Cor- 
poration (Oriental theatre) and 
manager of the house under Miles, 
has been retained by the receivers 
in the latter capacity. Prior to last 
week both Wodetsky, as manager, 
and Joe Lee, press agent, claimed 
time tities in their respective roles 
for sticking with Miles. Lee has 
since departed of his own accord, 
but not without the record, 

Too Much “Nut” 

Oriental opened Sept. 26 last, and 
penetrated the losing column short- 
ly after. Side street location and 
an inferior grade of pictures were 
the foremost causes, though the 
films played were the only ones ac- 
eessible. Another constant worry 
was a high operating cost. At one 
time the house claimed salaries of 
a Pantages vaude bill amounted to 
almost $7,000 the week. An adjoin- 
ing hotel that never was completed 
required maintenance and helped in- 
crease the oversized nut. 

Besides the $1,500,000 in bonds, a 
$200,000 stock issue was placed on 
the market by Miles. Sales were 
stopped after about 10,000 shares 
were distributed, however, and Miles 
is said to have retained the balance 
for himself. The bonds were sold 
in part while the American Bond 
company held the rest. 

Besides forcing Miles out of the- 
atre activities in Detroit, the re- 
ceivership leaves Pan without a 
Detroit outlet for his vaudeville. 
The house will book locally. 

It is believed here that Miles will 
be idle only temporarily. He has 
always been quite a local power the- 
atrically. At one time he controlled 
four theatres here, all playing 
vaudeville on a full week basis and 
could offer an act four consecutive 
weeks of playing time in the city. 
The theatres were the Regent, Ferry 


Colonial, Tab-Film, and Majestic, 


K-A-O and Talkers for Small Towns: 
K-A Acts Used; Dropping Houses 


10 Pet. Rep. K-0’ed 


Although Roehm & Richards, Ine., 
had a 10 per cent artists’ represen- 
tative contract with Gil Squtres, 
last in Arthur Hammerstein’s "“Gol- 
den Dawn,” Judge Silvers yesterday 
(Tuesday) morning coneluded that 
such contracts are unenforceable if 
the agent does not render services 
of a sufficient quality to merit the 
commission. Julius Kendler, for 
Squires, proved that all R & R did 
was to furnish their oflice as a New 
York mailing address, but did not 
book Squires with Hammerstein, 

The comedian paid Jimmy Ashley 
commissions for the Hammerstein 
engagement, and as a result was 
given a long term contract with the 
producer, ranging from $300 a week 
up to $800 weekly. 

Roehm & Richards sued for $560 
commissions, and had they been 
successful would have been entitled 
to many thousands of dollars on the 
future earnings under the Hammer- 
stein contract. 

Squires’ contract with R & R was 
a written one. 


Cluxton Leaves Pan 
San Francisco, May 22. 
After 22 vears as manager for 
Pantages, John Cluxton has ac- 
cepted a position with Ackerman & 
Harris as managing director of the 
new El Capitan, opening June 14, 
El Capitan is to have a picture 
and presentation policy. 


REFUSES ALL SCRIPTS 
Margaret Lawrence's proposed 
return to vaude is off. The aetress 
decided that none of the vehicles 
submitted was acceptable. 
Miss Lawrence begins rehearsals 
for a new legit vehicle in August. 


Trying Tab Burlesque 
Tab burlesque policy will displace 
vaudeville at the Tivoli, Brooklyn, 
June 4, 
The tab policy is being tried for 
summer, but may carry over as per- 
manent policy if it clicks. 


Good “ideas” 


One of Fanchon and Marco’s 


BABE 


MORRIS 


Tap Dancer Supreme 


EARL 


FAGAN » 


ORCHESTRA 


—— with — 
BOB and EULA — RATCLIFF DANCERS 


RAY 


LUBIN 


JUST A GOOD BOY GONE BAD 


Playing consecutively for Fanchon 
and Marco 
With thanks to Gene Morgan and 
Marry Wahlin 


—— 


Ambitious plans for the Keithe 
Albee-Orpheum Circuit, with the 
entrance of Joseph P. Kennedy to 
the circuit, will in all probability 
mean the permanent closing of 
Keith’s, Washington and Philadel- 
phia, and any other house that has 
proven unprotitable, in addition to 
the leasing of houses in small 
cities Where KAO vaudeville. has 
not been played. Such houses to be 
equipped with RCA Photophone and 
play Keith-Albee taiking pictures, 
the talent to be supplied by KAO 
acts who will be signed while play- 
ing the KAO Circuit. 

The legal department is reported 
drafting a new form of contract. It 
will give the KAO Circuit an option 


for the talking release on acts 
booked by KAO and wanted for 
Photophone, 


KAO Circuit, it is argued, could 
build up a lucrative circuit for their 
talkies by going into neglected ter- 
ritory, where KAO vaudeville has 
never found it profitfble to operate, 
and release KAO vaudeviile acts 
through the medium of the talkers, 
In this manner the prestige of the 
KAO Circuit could be capitalized, 
without the heavy expenditure en- 
tailed in booking a regular vaude- 
ville bill in person. 

It is reported that both J. J. Mur- 
dock and Kennedy are in favor of 
this form of expansion and also in 
ridding the circuit, by sub-letting 
or otherwise, of houses that have 
fatled to show an average profit. 
Keith’s, Washington, which closed 
last month for the first time in 16 
years, may play legit attractions, 
Keith’s, Philadelphia,is also on the 
market. while Keith's Rirerside, 
New York, is slated for a change 
of policy to vaudfilm next season, 
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Opened JULY, 1927. on Loew 
Circuit and still working for 
Joew until JULY, 192%. 

Opening July 36 in Chicago's 
De Luxe Picture Houses. 
Thanks to Sam Roberts. 

Dir.: WM. MORRIS OFFICE 

JOHNNY HYDE 


BRERA 


DRAKE and WALKER’S 


All Colored Revue 
with 


Drake’s Cyclonic Jazz Band 


Keith-Albee Booking Exchange 


An “Idea” of Fanchon and Marco 


ROY CUMMINGS 


with 


FLORENCE DUFFY 


(Continued on page 44) 


MARION SUNSHINE 


Special Material 


“Baby Sister Blues’’ for Duncan Sisters 
**Love’s Opera’’ for Dorothy Jardon 
“Flapper Fannie’ and ‘‘Grandma Biues”’ 
for Fannie Ward 


112 West 49th Street 
New York City 
Telephone Bryant 0075 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX THEATRES 


MASSE 


AND 


DIETRICH 


Direction ARTHUR SEELIG 


JAY C. 


FLIPPEN 


FRIARS CLUB, NEW YORK 


of LYONS and LYONS 


HUMAN “P 


GERALD 


Present “DI 
Weeks at Los 
with Charlie C 


Just Finished 14 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


ROP” HORSE 


AND HOAG 


ZZY HANK” 


Angeles in the Monster Proiogue 
haplin’s “Circus” 


HARRY Q. 


MILLS 


ORGANIST 
Warner Bros. Theatre, Holly wood 


ARTHUR 


May 21 
May 


MILLARD and MARLIN 


in “KOLLEGE KAPERS,” Written by Henry Bergman 
(This Week )—Washington 
28 (Next Week)—-Flatbush, 

Direction MILT LEWIS 


MINNA 


Poston 


St. Olympia, 


Brookisn 
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K-A-O List of Theatres 


Following is alist of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum presently operated the- 
atres from coast to coast: 

It embraces about 150 theatres on 
the direct circuit. There are around 
100 outside (not K-A-O owned or 
operated) houses booked by the 
K-A-O agency in New York. 

Included in the list below are a 
number of theatres in which K-A-O 
have but a minority holding, such 
as the Proctor houses. Other the- 
atres in which K-A-O is interested 
and as a minority holder, but does 
not operate, are not included. These 
take in the Earles in Philadelphia 
and Washington, the K-A-O inter- 
est in Baltimore, etc. 

Of the number of 150 K-A-O the- 
atres there are over 60 houses of 
the first class or type, so estimated 


(Continued on page 45) 


FRANK 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


DURANT 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
Thanks to FANCHON AND MARCO 


THE MEMPHIS 


COLLEGIANS 


That Sweet Band from the South 
Headlining Pantages Circuit 
Direction of ESTELLA GREEN 


a 


“MISS MANHATTAN” IS 
FROM BAYONNE, N. J. 


J. Knowles Hare, Will Foster and 
Clarence Underwood, artists and 
illustrators, acting as jury in the 
Loew “Evening Graphic” beauty 
contest selected Isabel Waldner as 
“Miss Greater New York” at the 
State last Friday. She will go to 
Galveston, Tex., to compete in the 
pageant there. 

There were 62 girls in the finals, 
two each from 31 Loew houses in 
the metropolitan district. M-G-M 
and International newsreels were on 
hand with cameras and lights. 

A nifty bunch of femmes on the 
stage. Earl Carroll’s scouts were 
reported on the job to grab off a 
few for the new “Vanities.” Out of 
the 62, however, Frances Buchwald, 
a Brooklyn lass, was the only one 
who knew how to do a graceful 
walk-around. The others ranged all 
the way from being muscle-bound 
to a condition of pretty confusion. 
A couple of brazen dandelions be- 
spoke participation in other con- 
tests. 

Miss Manhattan from Bayonne 


Janet Baker, with the gams neatly 


| swathed in black silk, romped in 


with the title of “Miss Manhattan.” 
She hails from Bayonne, N. J. Very 
girlish and pleasant was Mary 
Bryant, elected “Miss Queens,” with 
her address in the neighborhood of 
Washington Square. But Hagen is 
England's golf champ and a French- 
man rules at Forest Hills. 

Trene Ahlberg, of Westchester, 
was chosen as alternate to Miss 
Waldner “in case of _iilness.” 
Among the prizes going to Miss 
Waldner are silk stockings, a chaise 
lounge, a bridge lamp and a radio. 
Terry Turner, publicity director for 
the Loew Circuit, acted as M. C. 


MILTON 


BRONSON 


America’s Foremost Singer and 
Fastest Russian Dancer 


Direction of HARRY PEARL 


CARLENA 


DIAMOND 


(DANCING HARPIST SUPREME) 


Doing the Harp Dancing Specialty as 
Originated by Her Dad, 
Charlie Diamond - 


GENERAL 


BOOKING 


IN CH 


General &xecutive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT: 9850—NEW YORK CITY 


LUBIN 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


ARGE 


MANAGER 


MANAGER 


| 
believes. 
| 


HOLTZ AS M. C. 


Opens at Oriental, Chi—May Alter- 
nate at Two Houses 


Lou Holtz {ts booked for three 
weeks in Chicago for Publix. He 
opens Saturday at the Oriental and 
may alternate with the Chicago. 

Holtz is not gofng out with the 
Ed Wynn musical in September, be- 
ing slated for a joint starring show 
with Phil Baker, a straight comedy, 
“The Cabaret Boys,” by Sam Ship- 
man and John B. Hymer. Woods- 
Shubert will produce. Holtz and 
Billy Rose will globe trot this sum- 
mer. 

William Morris arranged the Chi. 
dates, 


Chi's Divorce Grind 
Changes Policy to 
Do Twelve a Week 


Chicago, May 22. 
A sudden and unexpected spurt in 
divorce grosses was experienced by 
all Loop attorneys last week. No 
explanations were attempted, the 
boys deciding to let it go at that. 


Mrs. Belle Perrin, who appears in 
“The Love Call” as Belle Flower, 
was granted a divorce from Adrian 
Perrin, New York producer, on 
grounds of desertion. Phil R. Davis, 
her attorney, said Adrian blew in 
1923 after nine years of marriage. 


Another new divorcee is Anne Beck 
Martin, vaude singer, who said she 
gave a party and found her hubby, 
Roger Martin, in a room with a 
woman guest. Rogers is the son of 
a prominent Chicago attorney. Miss 
Beck was represented by Atty. Ben 
Ehrlich. 


Gladys Kennedy, of vaudeville, 
has filed suit for divorce against 
David S. Kennedy through Atty. 
Leo Weisskopf on charges of cruel- 
ty. Gladys said her marital boy 
friend struck her in the face and 
knocked her down; also, that “he 
inflicted deep and cruel wounds by 
false accusations of want of chast- 
ity, beside which the physical in- 
juries aforementioned were - as 
nothing.” The Kennedys were mar- 
ried in May, 1921, and separated six 
years later, 


Iron Jaw Becomes Glass 


Olive Hiler, circus “iron jaw” 
worker, couldn't stand the gaff of 
a punch on said jaw. She has se- 
cured a divorce from William E. 
Hiler who did it. Ben Ehrlich rep- 
resented her. The Hilers were mar- 
ried in 1916 and separated in 1927. 


Suit for divorce has been filed 
by Phil Davis for Aubrey Maple, of 
“Sunny Days,” against George Grif- 
fiths. Miss Maple claims George 
| deserted her in 1923 and hasn't been 
around since. 
| Another Davis client is Erna 
| Beckler, stock actress, who wants 
|; separated maintenance and custody 
of a four-year-old child from Henry 
| Beckler, salesman. Her charge is 
| cruelty, 

Louise Brown, hip waver on the 
Mutual time, has asked Leo Weiss- 
kopf to start suit against Walter A. 
Brown, also a theatrical artist. Ac- 
cording to Louise, Walter started 
drinking immediately after their 
marriage in July, 1924, and has been 
suzzling ever since. 

Home To Ma—And Still There 

Hugh O’Brien, in vaude, has filed 
suit for divorce through Weiss- 
| kopf against Mary O’Brien on the 
|charge that she went home to 
mother in 1924 and ig still there, 
There is one child. 

Viola Turner, widow of the late 
| famous gangster, Dean O'’Bannion, 
recently married to Oswald 

Turner, has become legally rid of 

Oswald through Ben Ehrlich. In 


1560 Broadway 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


Hillstreet Got Money ; 
By Spending Some 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Forgetting all about selling vodvil 
in their advertising and exploita- 
tion and laying stress on the screen 
feature the Hillstreet (Orpheum) 
had its biggest week in five months. 


Screen feature was Johnny Hines 
in “Chinatown Charlie.” House and 
producer got together on an extra 
appropriation for billing and ad- 
vertising which is first time Hill- 
street has done this with a first- 
run picture. 


Proposed Pasadena House 
For Pan Temporarily Off 


Pasadena, Cal., May 22. 

Plans for the theatre to have been 
built for Alexander Pantages here 
have been temporarily abandoned 
as a.result of bankruptcy proceed- 
ings involving F. B. Cole, former 
newspaperman and at one time 
chairman of the Board of City Di- 
rectors. 

Cole is the owner of a _ service 
station and garage on the site of 
which it was proposed to build the 
theatre and office building. Bank- 
ruptcy proceedings, filed on behalf 
of Cole by two oil companies, are 
said to have been taken to protect 
the 99 year lease Cole holds*on the 
property and on which he was ne- 
gotiating a loan to erect the theatre 
building. 


MILES ORIENTAL 


(Continued from page 43) 
Field, Orpheum (now Lafayette, 
legit), and Miles. 

Just how the receivers will dis- 
pose of the Oriental, or to whom, 
has not been determined. Miles is 
known to have offered the property 
to everyone and anyone in the past 
few weeks, without success. 

It is possible that K-A-O might 
reconsider the house, now that that 
circuit is without a theatre in the 
city. For the time being, -at least, 
the two former vaudeville monopo- 
lists of Detroit, Miles and K-A, are 
out of the picture. 


saucer at her and struck her with 
his fist. Viola was once a show girl. 

Barbara Murphy, stock actress in 
Ft. .Wayne, Ind. has filed 
through Weisskopf against William 
Murphy on claims that hubby pulled 
a hot April Fool joke by blowing 
out on her April 1, 1926. They were 
married four years, 


The Red Hot Coles 

Lew Cole, of vaude, has secured 
a Weisskopf divorce from Anna 
Cole with a torrid lineup of ac- 
cusations, Lew says the gal has a 
great austerity of temper, indulges 
in violent sallies of passion, is ad- 
dicted to personal violences toward 
him—and won't cook. The red hot 
Coles were married in December, 
1926, and separated six months 
later. 

Yvonne Wuest, working in pic- 
ture houses, has filed suit through 
Ehrlich against Fritz Wuest, who 
she claims deserted her eight years 
ago. Marriage in 1917. 

Sharon vs. Randall 

Ula Sharon, dancer in musical 
comedy, filed suit for divorce against 
Carl Randall, here in “Sunny Days.” 
The charge is desertion. 


| So far two members of the 
| “Sunny” company have been in- 
ivolved in divorce actions. The other 
jis Audrey Maple (Mrs. George 
Griffiths). A rumor that Rosalie 
|Claire, comedienne in the same com- 
|; pany, contemplated starting a di- 
| vorce suit, is neither affirmed nor 
denied. 

Estelie Kosloff McBath, who won 
|the “Miss Chicago” title last year 
and was forced to relinquish it when 


| She admitted being married, secured 


| a divorce from Earl McBath on 


| testimony she stated Os threw a/ grounds of cruelty. 


Stagehand Elections 

Election of officers by the 
York Theatrical Protectiva Union 
No. 1 (Stagehands), in Bryant Hall, 
was a hot affair. 

William E. Monroe was re-elected 
president, 955 votes to Sam Golde 
farb’s 648. 

Recording and executive secre. 
tary, John C. MacDowell, was also 
re-elected. William Forman wag 
returned as treasurer and Jameg 
Tracey as sergeant-at-armgs with- 
out opposition. Thomas MacGovern 
was named vice-president. 

For business agent, Joseph Mag. 
nolia, one cf the two men now 
serving, topped the field with Harry 
Sheeran second, and they were de- 
clared elected. Following were 
elected to the executive board: 
George McLoughlin, James 
and Julius Deneberg. 


New 


TEAM’S THIRD SPLIT 


Harmon and Lee have split again, 
This makes the third time the team 
has dissolved in the past season. 

Lee will do a new act with Frank 
Harrington as straight. Harmon 
will also form a new alliance. 


Durantes Back at Palace 
Durante, Clayton and Jackson are 
again due at the Palace, New York, 
and for a run. It may start next 
week if terms are agreed upon. 
The Palace offers $3,000 and the 
three boys want $4,000. 


KOEHLER and EDITH 


WORLD'S FOREMOST ROLLER SKATERS 

Booked Solid Publix Circuit 
Week of June 1-7 

CAPITOL, DES MOINES 
Week of June 9-15 
PALACE, DALLAS 

Direction: 
H. Dagand 
Wm. Morris 


Suite 1857 
1440 Broadway 1560 Broadway 
New York City 


New York City 


Hen 


METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 
36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestoney spangles, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes, Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors fo Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


“Bathtub Idea” 
LUCILLE 


PAG E 


in SPECIALTY DANCES 
P. S.—A Week of Laughs with Benny Rubia 


| 


One of Fanchon and Marco's “Ideas’ 
VINA 


ZOLL 


PRIMA DONNA 
Featured in “Great White Way” Idea 


A VAUDEVILLE AGEXCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


Faily Markus 


Lackawanna 7876 


Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


New York City 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco's 
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Loew Publix and K-A’s 


New Ones in Bronx 


For nearly four years Keith-Al- 
pee had a sign on an empty plot 
on Fordham road, three blocks from 
its own Fordham theatre, playing 


vaudfilm, announcing that a 3,500- 
geat picture house was to be erected 
there. 

A month ago, Loew, in associa- 
tion with Publix, began the con- 
struction of a 4,000-seat picture 
house on the Grand concourse, near 
Fordham road, in the wicinity of 
the Keith-Albee theatre site. Last 
week K-A ordered the building of 
a house on its site there. 

As Keith-Albee waited four years 
to build, it is now costing more 
money to build because of double 
shifts of workmen, made necessary 
so that it can complete its theatre 
before Loew-Publix can. 


H. S&S Ward, Clinton, Ia., is new 
manager of the Strand, Des Moines, 
Ja. He succeeds Jesse Day, now at 
Oshkosh, Wis, 


VACATION TIME 


WE are spending the next 
TWELVE WEEKS of our 
VACATION on the 
INTERSTATE TIME 


THANKS to 
Mr. Charles Freeman 


BILLY MARIE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


Laugh Locators 


MISS MARIE HARTMAN 
World’s Champion Comedienne 


Bright Breezy Banter causing 
Sunny Smiles and Laughter 
A REAL HOT Weather TREAT 


That’s all there 1S. 
any more until 
FLIES. 


There isn’t 
the SNOW 


Musical Stock Biz 
Light at Tower 


Chicago, May 22. 

The local Orpheum office is re- 
ported dissatisfied with business 
done at the Tower by McCall-Bridge 
musical comedy stock and is said 
to be considering a change of policy. 

The stock was brought into this 
south side neighborhood house after 
Orpheum vaudeville had flopped on 
a split-week policy. It is playing 
full week shows with picture. 


OPINION DIVIDES 


(Continued from page 41) 


staff have been deemed Albee fa- 
vorites and seemed supposed to 
have been carried along because of 
that. K-A-O future changes have 
been guessed at, from New York to 
the Coast, but none with any foun- 
dation. 

It is expected that Kennedy, as 
chairman of the board, will exercise 
his supreme command of K-A-O, 
but to the extent only of overseeing 
its affairs generally and giving his 
attention to the picture end. What- 
ever understanding Murdock may 
have with Kennedy isn’t public, al- 
though that understanding wil! hold 
Murdock in the organization to as- 
sume charge of all things vaude- 
ville in it. 

The new complexion of K-A-O 
will relieve Murdock of the great 
volume of unceasingly active work 
he has shouldered for many years 
as the practical executive of Keith- 
Albee. Hereafter, it is said, Mur- 
dock will be the general advisor, 
using his time to build up and de- 
velop the K-A-O circuit along the 
lines Murdock must have had long 
in mind. 

Czar-like Power 

Albee’s czar-like power in K-A 
of the past brooked no contradic- 
tion nor controversy over any of his 
rulings or orders, with K-A running 
under those orders or instructions 
and everything in connection con- 
forming to the Albee idea. It is as- 
sumed the new direction will be 
more in concert with ideas invited 
from the organization’s people and 


put into practice when deemed 
worthy. 
The booking department’ will 


probably receive the first attention 
of the new K-A-O leaders. Prob- 
abilities are that the matter of the 
agents, their value and numbers, 
will also be early taken up. 

Messrs. Murdock and Kennedy 
are expected to return to New York 
today or tomorrow. Pat Casey has 
been in Chicago with them, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ted Liuzza, at home 
in New Orleans, a boy. Ted Liuzza 
is press agent of Loew’s State, 


K-A-0’S COLORED UNIT 
John Rucker and _ Sid Perrin, 
playing vaude for some time as a 
team, have organized a full com- 
pany to play “Virginia Days” as a 
unit for K-A-O. 


HEAR YOU 
CALLING 


ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 


MAY 
MAY NEB. 


CLARA HOWARD 
CLARA CLA 
HOWARD 


K-A-0 LIST 


(Continued from page 44) 


from their known capacities or the 
size of the cities they are in. 


But two theatres on this entire 
list, the Palaces in New York and 
Chicago, are now set down as two- 
a-day or big time for next season. 
All of the others are to run pic- 
tures in conjunction with vaude- 
ville or pictures only. 


An exception at this date to the 
only two big timers is that the 
Murdock-Kennedy direction of K- 
A-O may decide during the summer 
to place into execution their con- 
templated campaign of bringing 
back the two-a-day. In that event 
K-A-O may reopen the new season 
with an experimental string of big 
timers selected from this list. 


K-A-O CIRCUIT 


New York Scattle 
Palace Orpheum 
Hippodrome St. Louis 
Broadway Orpheum 
Cameo St. Louis 
81st St. Grand Opera H. 
5th Ave. New Orleans 
Jefferson Orpheum 
58th St. Palace 
86th St, Kansas City 
Regent Orpheum 
125th St. Main Street 
Hamilton Chicago 
Coliseum Palace 
Fordham Majestic 
Franklin Diversey 
Royal Riviera 
Chester Tower 
Riverside Belmont 
23d St. American 

Brooklyn Engelwood 
Momarte Minneapolis 
Albee Hennepin Orph 
Flatbush 7th St. 

Prospect Milwaukee 
Greenpoint Palace 
Orpheum Riverside 
Tilyou St. Paul 
Madison Palace 
Bushwick Winnipeg 
Westchester Co., Orpheum 

Ve Des Moines 
Keith’s at— Orpheum 

Yonkers South Bend, Ind. 

Vt. Vernon Palace 

New Rochelle Orpheum 

White Plains Granada 

Far Rockaway, Champaign, III. 

L. Orpheum 

Columbia Davenport, la. 
Strand Capitol 
Rockaway Park Evansville, Ind. 
Park Grand 
Cedarhurst, L.l. Madison, Wis. 
Central rpheum . 
Long Beach, L. l. Rockford, Ill. 
Castle alace 

Newark, N. J. Sioux City, la. 
Proctor’s Orpheum 
Union City, N. J. Springfield, Il. 
Capitol Orpheum 
State Majestic 

Jersey City Cincinnati 
Keith's Albee 

Albany, N. Y. Palace 
Grand Keith’s 
Harmanus Lyric 

Troy, N. Y. Capitol 
New Strand 
Griswold Walnut 
Schenectady, N. Y.Family 
Proctor’s Dayton, O. 

Syracuse, N. Y. Keith’s 
Keith's Colonial 
Rochester, N. Y. Strand 
Keith-Albee State 
Boston Portland, Me. 
Keith-Albee Keith's 


Providence, R. 1. Washington, D. C. 
E. F. Albee Keith’s 

Victory Montreal 
Woonsocket, R. Imperial 


Bijou St. John, N. B. 
Lowell, Mass. Imperial 
Keith's Philadelphia 


Los Angeles Keith's 


Broadway Palace Columbus 
Hibistreet Keith’s 
Oakland Southern 
Orpheum Cleveland 
San Francisco Keith's Palace 
Orpheum 105th St. 
Golden Gate Hippocrome 
. Chicago Openings 
State Lake Flushing—open in 
Denver Sept., next 
Orpheum Richmond Hill—in 
Omaha Sept., next 
Orpheum Kenmore—about 
Vancouver, B.C. Labor Day 
Orpheum B8th St.—Christ- 


mas or Jan., 1929. 


MARRIAGES 


Thomas L. Jefferson, actor, and 
Dalsy M. Robinson, actress, at Los 
Angeles, May 18. Jefferson divorced 
his first wife in 1927. 

Lew King, eafe performer, to Flo 
Rose (Carroll and Rose), May 8 in 
New York. 

Mona R. Erwood to Arthur L. 
Forrest, at Rahway, N. J. May 7. 
Bride formerly with “Rose-Marie.” 
Groom is Dartmouth, ’26. 

Madeline Luzon, “Artists and 


| 


' picture 
Semon, to Charles S. Sollars, non- | 


Models,” to George C. Brunies, of 
Ted Lewis’ band, May 9, Chicago. 
Mrs. Nancy Dorothy Smith, press 
agent and mother of Dorothy Dwan, 
actress, wife of lLarry 


professional, at Los Angeles, May 20. 


Nat Phillips ts becoming asso- 
clated with Greenwald & Weston, 


Chicago waude producera. 


Canadian Houses Cut 
Out Acts for Summer 


Seattle, May 22. 

Ed Fisher, local booker, who has 
booked the Canadian-Famous Play- 
ers string, through Canada, an- 
nounces that he will not book any 
more presentation acts in them dur- 
ing June or July. 

The houses are cutting down on 
their overhead and wi!l use straight 
pictures in the summer. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Hal Norfleet has returned to the 
chief publicity desk of the Inter- 
state Circuit in Texas. He was in a 
sanitarium for seven weeks, for a 
rest cure, 

Rocco Vocco, Feist’s, was serious- 
ly ill in Chicago with an infected 
foot, but is recovering. 

Emily Oppa (Oppa and Pendle- 
ton) in Atlantic City, N. J., con- 
valescing from a severe illness. 

Lorella Temple (Temple and 
Fine) is in Mt. Sinai Hospital, New 
York, recovering from a major op- 
eration, 

William R. McStay, former ad- 
vance agent and now general pub- 
licity director of the Dollar Steam- 
ship Line, has been confined at his 
home in Alameda, Cal., for six 
weeks with neuritis. 

Hal Salter, actor, who recently re- 
turned from Australia, is seriously 
ill at Doughty’s Sanitarium, Los 
Angeles. 

Morris R. Schlank, one of the vet- 
eran producers and distributors of 
Hollywood, is convalescing at his 
home on Van Ness avenue, Los 
Angeles, following a serious illness. 

Carl Kelo, of Kelo Brothers, play- 
ing the Senate, Chicago, has been 
out of the show for three weeks 
and will be out for three more due 
to a sprained ankle. Charlie Kelo is 
doing a single in the meantime, 

Fannie Johnson, aerialist, who fell 
from a trapeze during the Ringling- 
Barnum Circus at Washington re- 
cently, rejoined the outfit at Jersey 
City Monday. 

Beth Lahgley, picture actress, 
was injured when an overhead light 
fell on her arm at the M-G-M stu- 
dios while working as atmosphere 
in a scene for “Four Walls,” di- 
rected by William Nigh. 

Norman Carroll, brother of Earl, 
was operated on for ‘acute ap- 
pendicits at the Sydenham hospi- 
tal, New York, Sunday. He was 
company manager with “Vanities,” 
which returned from Montreal on 
that day. Carroll complained of feel- 
ing ill and an immediate operation 
was ordered. It was found that the 
appendix had burst and peritonitis 
had set in. Doctors reported his 
condition comparatively favorable, 
however. 

Wash Martin, steward, Burlesque 
Club, after a severe illness, went to 
Atlantic City Monday to convalesce. 


Stickney on Coast 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Robert Stickney, stilt walker, has 
been signed by Fanchon and Marco. 
He opens in September on the 
Coast. 


Grief for Circus Vande 
Units in Ind. Houses 


Circus units are flopping as bust- 


;ness pullers in independent vaude 


stands, due to the traveling show 
opposition in most towns. Inability 
of house managers to properly exe 
ploit these outfits is another cause, 

Only circuses carrying their own 
advance men have meant anything 
in the independent houses this 
season. These units are usually 
considerably more expensive than 
the routine vaude shows. 

Some of the small tent outfits are 
traversing the road this season at 
a 25-50 cent scale and are naturally 
mopping up. These circuses are 
venturing into spots untouched for 
years and cutting scale when nece 
essary, another fly in the ointment 
of the vaude houses. 


ROSCOE 
AILS 


Roscoe Ails’ summer resort, Art- 


ist’s isle. Seven rooms, tog 
bungalow colony, including bath- 
ing, fishing, motor boating, golf- 
ing and gymnasium. Has pe 
competitor in America. Located 
on an island of exclusiveness, 
created to fascinate the artistic 
temperament of artists of the 
stage and screen. 


For reservations, write 


ROSCOE AILS 


Russell Point, Ohio 
Hours from Columbus, Ohio 


K-A FRANKLIN 
May 21-22-23 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


After a Smashing, Successful Tour of the Orpheum-Orpheum Junier 
and de Luxe Picture Houses of the West 


NOW NEW YORK 


Direction: CHAS. H. ALLEN, BENTHAM OFFICE 


K-A HAMILTON 
May 24-25-26-27 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


CAPITOL 


(“Jazz Town”"—Unit) 
(DETROIT) 
Detroit, 


May 20. 


Dear Bing:—What you meant to} 


gay was that your last letter, the | 
one from New York, really wasnt 


I found that out. 

First New York was the nuts. 
Now it's me All right, I'm the 
nuts. But listen, kid, and Ill tip 
you to another candidate. Nothing 
but the Paul Ash units when this 
fur away from Ash and the Orien- 
tal, as we see 'em. You don't think 
go? Then you must pay us a visit, 
although you don't owe it. 

So the Oriental seems different 
without Paul Ash. Well, well. But 
go do» the units. And how, Bingo. 

“Jazz Town,” for instance. It’s 
mechanical beauty made in a darb 
at the start—at the Oriental. 
But the Capitol’s stage is shallow, 
so it needed something more for 
Detroit, where the scenic side is less 
effactive at the outset. Not the 
unit's fault, of course. But it made 
the unit look badly. Now didn't it? 

And the Capitol’s stage band. Not 
so good, sweetheart. Remember 
when the Chicago's straight musi- 
cians doubled on the stage? Same 
story here. They'd rather be in the 
pit «and they show it when on the 


your letter. 


stace. Not the unit’s fault, either, 
is it? But just too bad, neverthe- 
less. 


And I'll tell you a secret.” The 
Capito!l’s band is compjaining that 
the orchestrations sent on With the 
units from Chi are not quite suit- 
able for local use. No “Merry Mad 
Gang,” this Capitol bunch. One or- 
chestra might be strong in the brass 
section, while another might rely 
on the strings. Tell us how both 
can uss one orchestration to equal 
advantage and we'll, send you a 
case. But don't say anything about 
it to Louie Lipstone. As supervisor 
of music and orchestras,:-he doesn't 
have to know what is going an. 

Lei's talk about the acts in “Saaz 
Town.” But let’s omit the company 
song plugger, because he might just 
as well have been omitted from the 
unit. 

Not a real bad turn in the lot, 
though three of the four do nothing 
but dunce. Lots of hoofing. Sounds 
like almost too much, doesn't it, 
cookie? Crandall and Marlay are a 
pair of girl comedy steppers. Bur- 
lesque bullarinas. They know how 
to get up on their toes and look as 
though they had stepped out of the 
line. Give them credit for stepping 
out and for contributing the only 
novelty act of its kind in picture 
houses, good or bad. 

More dancing with Toots Novello, 
the knee-drop kid and the guy who 
dances on his hands. He worked 
with the house ballet here. And 
even more dancing with Healy and 
Clifford, speed tap and eccentric 
leather destroyers, dressing and 
working in a style that has become 
typical to 
shows. 

And you 
Wasn't in 


Mack. 
at the 


know Mirth 
“Jazz Town” 
Oriental, though. shouldn't 
have joined it at all, nor should 
she depart from the cafe field. She’s 
a looker and an entertainer on the 
floor. déetting a little plump, but 
still a looker on the stage. Won't 
Mention the entertaining part. 


The Capitol’s permanent ballet of } 


10 labored thrice—opening, mid-spot 
and tinale—-and never exceptionally 
well. And the band played about as 
often, and never any better. Neither 
were these faults of the unit itself. 
But they didn't help 

Finale okay, with ‘its scenic flash, 
however, handicapped on this stage. 
And ft didn't view it from the mur- 
quee, hecause the Capitol: hasn't a 
marquee. It's a canopy. kid—-a can- 
opy. You must have been thinking of 
Gloria Swanson. 

Vitaphone is alternate of organ 
soles at the Capitol: It’s Vita this 
week, with one subject; the Hyams 
and McIntyre two-act. A novelty 
and a delightful departure from the 
formal organ stuff. Don’t tell 'em 
about that in Chi, because they 
might like the idea And they'll 
spend too much coin wiring their 
house: 

Did you ever hear a pit overture 
to seat-banging accompaniment? 
Guess not, for the Capitol is the 
only theatre of its kind. Lovely, 
babe, and you must-come over and 
hear one, 

Picturization of Edgar Guest's 
poein, “Song of the Builder,” suit- 
able for any Detroit program, but no 
more thana filler elsewhere. This is 


Eddie's burg, you know. Also Henry | 


Ford's. 
your Chicago units. 
They 


at the Oriental and with Ash. 


all picture house stage} 


second drawer on the right if you 
haven't worn it out. 

The bedroom-oftice is still very 
much bedroom. No, I haven't lost 
my head, though I've missed a pillow 
case or two. And while on the sub- 
ject of copping, you're a chump if 
you haven’t acquired Max's swivel 
chair, with Max away. 

I just hope that the old boy doesn't 
count the capital “I's” in this letter. 
He might think me capable of 
doubling for Swaff. 

Have located a better training 
camp than the Arena. It's the 
Blackstone and stays open all night. 

Bige. 

P. S—50-50 Girl” (Par) the Cap- 

itol’s feature. Biz terrible. 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, May 18. 

Except for a flash finale, nothing 
in this stage show to set the world 
on fire. Two acts shone with a 
dancing trio stealing in for a bit of 
the thunder. 

Full stage set revealed a black 
background with a trellis effect of 
roses in front. Band opened with 
Berri dancers going through a 
snappy routine and giving way to 
Dave Schooler, m. c. Schooler ap- 
pears in a summer outfit, the band 
working in tux, a poor combina- 
tion. 

Phyllis Ray had the opening spot 
and tried to start with a song. It 
is a good dancing act and should 
remain just that. In a spot usually 
filed by Billy Meyers, stock tenor, 
the band played. Four Nightin- 
galés, girls, (New Acts) were next 
on a platform behind the band and 
revealed when a drop is lifted. 
Girls can sing and went big. 


‘Joe Robertson took a banjo 
through a half dozen jazz melodies. 
and was. a show -stopper. Ford, 
Marshall and Jones are three col- 
ored lads who. dance.. If they would 
quit talking and trying to sing.they 
would. wow any place. 

Flash finish had the back drop 
pulled away with two dancers in 
front of a mirror and two behind. 
Where the show got the name, “Re- 
flections.” After the mirror dance, 
the side wines were reversed show- 
ing the other Berri girls in a 
variety of poses. A neat close. 

“Ramona” got a plug in the or- 
gan solo by Art Richter. Inter- 
woven with other Indian melodies, 
the song was played with the words 
flashed on the screen together with 
shots from the United Artists’ pic- 
ture, Song and slides are a good 
ballyhoo, but: won't help the Wis- 
consin as a rival house has the pic- 
ture booked. 

“The Showdown” (Par) registered 
with the men. Shorts complete the 
bill. Israet. 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, May 14. 

Business not so forte in the 
Cooney Bros. houses of late. There 
may be some changes made. 

Avalon this week carries only 
three acts in its stage show. While 
some flash is made in production at 
the close, the impression conveyed 
is of a lean bankroll. 

At the start Dell Lampe and or- 
chestra are hidden behind a scrim 
upon which vari-colored bubbles are 
projected, living up to the “Bubbles 
of Joy” title. After finishing one 
number about bubbles, Dell leads 
the musicians right into another pop 
number. Only: relief is a vocal 
chorus, . 

Maxine, Hamilton, who's cute but 
not much of a singer, nevertheless 
sings one of ‘those. “make" songs at 
Dell... Then, sure enough, she starts 
dancing—running three steps and 
kicking over her head, runnng thr 
stps nd kckng ovr hr hd, r.t.s.a.k.o. 
h.h. . . Jimminy cripes! 

Emerson and Baldwin, announced 
as the best dressed men in town, 
come out in clowny full dress to 
whale away at.a healthy supply of 
gags and nut .comedy business. 
They wind up as mild jugglers, and 
the combination isn't hard to take. 
Eight house chorines followed, clad 
in gauze and leaping about with bal- 
loons. It was supposed to bea bubble 
dance, but bubbles won't bounce, ac- 
cording to hearsay. 

The Dean Iros., 
shoe hoofers, attempt 
routines some novelty by working 
without music part of the time. FEf- 
fect is neither better nor worse. 


acrobatie soft 
to give their 


Boys will do okay as is in the in- 
termediate picture house Classilica- 


And there’s a bunch of peo- | ton 
pie in Detroit who don't seem to like | 


A lenghty and familiar band num- 


é Phat's be aa ther in which the boys walk out on 
they don't see them as you see them ,the leader one at a time was re- 


j ceived 


well here. Later the boys 


seem to think the Capitol fared bhet- /paraded in from the front of the 


ter when doing its own worrying. 


Thanks for the tip on the winter|comble, done 
I'll beat that by telling | 


underwear. 
mother it’s always summer here. 
Return my comps to Jimmy Petrillo 
and tell Harry's stenog that I kind 
of knew she liked me because she 
never answered when I talked to 
her. 

See that Forsyth writes the con- 
struction notes weekly; give Dave 
my love and ask Dapper Dan what 
he'll offer me for it. Ask Mollie if 
they’re feeding Boris regularly in 
Sioux City, also why. And please 


stage finale en- 
with luminous cos- 
Attractive, and only pro- 
item to draw notice. 

Dell Lampe is a straight m. ec. 
band leader, dishing out his an- 
nouncements Without humor. En- 
livening the talk would help quite 
a bit. 

“The Crowd” (M-G-M) feature. 
Herb Rawlinson ina short humorous 
monolog on Vitaphone drew laughs 
but got no response on his sugyges- 
tion that they applaud 


house for a dark 
tumes. 
duction 


Not many customers Monday 


forward the cravat that I left in the / night, 


PARAMOUNT 
(“Flapperettes”—U nit) 
(NEW YORK) 


New York, May 19. 
Ash's second week here 
started Saturday afternoon minus 
holdouts but with capacity. “Flap- 
perettes” is the first regular unit 
the sorrel topped m. c. has had to 
play with, the troupe s0ing on 
around the Publix circuit. Its a 
John Murray Anderson lineup with 
12 Foster girls, Helen Kane (New 
Acts), Lully, Mealy and Crocker, 
Rio Brothers and Billie Gerber for 
specialists. 

The way Ash handled it, this 
week's stage end ran 41 minutes 
the first day with Helen Kane the 
highlight and Ash spending too 
much time building up Milton Wat- 
son's ballad. But -this Kane girl. 
Someone is going to grab her for 
$4.40 and $5.50 display, maybe be- 
fore the week is out, and that she'll 
be singing for the disks is a cinch. 
Personality, appearance, and how 
she sells a song! Plus Ash work- 
ing with her there was never a 
deubt and everything stopped. 

This 48d street audience got an 
insight on an m. c. building a num- 
ber when Ash went to work on Wat- 
son, and strictly okay for one chorus. 
The mistake was in repeating it. 
Watson first warbled the song 
straight, after which Ash coached 
for comedy and emphasis. Enough 
applause to satisfy everybody, but 
the Chicago boys went to it again 
on the same song and it was tvo 
much. 

Ash continues to work conserva- 
tively without strain. Doesn't seem 
to be any question that the Broad- 
wry dropins like him although 
neither will he duplicate his sensa- 
tional Chicago achievements. NeW 
York isn’t that kind of a town. If 
it: were there would be stock com- 
panies all over the city. They'll 
applaud around here but they're not 


Paul 


\given to worship and this will mark 


the difference between the matinees 
at the Oriental and Paramount. 
Ash isn’t going to keep anyone out 
of the big house, especially the wo- 
men, and if he can hold business 
around $70,000 during the warm 
months the Publix execs will be 
more than satisfied. . 

How “Flapperettes” shapes as a 
unit isn’t so easy to determine due 
to the Ash influence. Lully, Mealey 
and Crocker, doing their rube fire- 
man acrobatics, will probably do 
better out of town. Billie Gerber, 
diminutive miss in tuxedo, sang and 
tapped nicely for diversion, while 
Rio Brothers, costumed collegiately, 
rid themselves of some acceptable 
hoofing. Miss Kane will probably 
carry the entire unit, the Foster 
girls showing nothing new nor un- 
usual. 

Band of 27 held the proverbial 
formation with a drop on the upper 
stage flying for a good-looking but 
not exceptional flash finale. Ash 
took the musicians through a couple 
of numbers, one of which was a pip, 
but got little in applause at this 
show. It's an arrangement of “St 
Louis Blues,” presumably brought 
on from Chicago, and the best or- 
chestration of the number Broad- 
way has yet heard. And the Par- 
amount bunch played it. Great and 
deserved much more than it got. 
Other number featured a hot solo 
by the piccolo player, also good but 
not too much applause. It may be 
the tipoff that straight band num- 
bers don’t mean so much any more 
and that it won't be long before all 
the musicians will be back in the 
pit. Report along the street is that 
as the union édnstrumentalists have 
fone overboard on temperament 
since elevated to the rostrum, the 
theatre heads are getting fed up 
with the boys gone ‘“‘prima donna.” 
If the men do go back in the trench 
it seems plausible to presume that 
the picture houses will have to re- 
tain the m. c.’s to work up and 
direct the units, or send the stage 


shows into a tab form with a 
“hook.” 
On the screen Tiffany-Stahl had 


a good looking Colored Classic, “Red 
Man’s Home,” for five minutes, with 
the 10-minute newsreel mostly de- 
voted to Paramount's rehash of 
Lindbergh’s hops on the anniversary 
of his main filght. Kinograms got 
in for one subject, possibly the first 
time this service has been on a 
major Broadway screen in weeks. 
Siemund Krumgold was interest- 
ing at the organ, doing impressions 
of a ferryboat trip to Jersey and a 
circus. Novel for this house and 
heavy applause. “Verdi” was the 
opening “orchestral production,” 
which brought on the vocal chorus 
of 30 voices to give the final six 
minutes what the first six lacked. 
Cc. A. Niggemeyer staged it. 
“Something Always MUappens” 
(Par) sereen leader. Sid, 
STANLEY 
(BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, May 18. 
Program opened with the usuai 
elevation of the big orchestra from 
the basement. Felice Lula, back at 
the conductor's desk following sev- 
eral months at the Rivoli, led the 
boys in excerpts from “Good News.” 
Tula combines musical skill with a 
pleasing personality and is a local 
favorite. 
Newsreel followed, then a Tech- 
nicolor, “A Perfect D&ay,” okay, but 
a trifle slow. Ernie Cooper, at the 


console, was a big help during this 


“Herbert hits. 


item. Curtains up on Anatole Fried- 
land's revue artists working with 
ihe house stage band under Moe 
Baer. The stage, dressed with iri- 
descent ebony wing pieces lt») match 
the back drop, afforded a fine site 
for the night club set. Bernard 
Depkin, Jr., who stage manages this 
house and the Earle, Washington, 
blended the show and stage oand for 
excellent results. 

Friedland scored, although work- 
ing most of the week handicapped 
by a severe cold. Acts went over 
well, and the stage show as a whole 
had the unique distinction ot out- 
distancing the film attraction as a 
b. o. magnet. Friedland worked in 
Sherwood, proprietor of “Sherrys.” 
the night club. Near the finale 
Friedland announced the acts would 
stage a dancing contest, the audi- 
ence to choose the winners. At this 
juncture he called Sherry from the 
wings, Stating the night club im- 
presario has offered a prize. Sherry 
confirmed this by informing the 
prize was a Dodge. At the conclu- 
sion Sherry informed that the con- 
test was a draw and that he had 
changed the prize to a truck, so 
that the whole troupe could ride. 

Entire show well received and, 
from a stage angle, one of the most 
ambitious put on at this theatre. 


UPTOWN 


(TORONTO) 
Toronto, May 18. 

Jack Arthur’s “Take a Chance 
Week” went over as one of the fast- 
est moving natural hits ever spotted 
in a Canadian film house. Arthur 
gave them 38 numbers, using. 14 sets, 
65 people (with the band), 98 cus- 
tumes and three special short films. 
Sounds costly, but it wasn't, because 
costumes and sets were, all made 
under Arthur's direction in the Up- 
town studios, and all talent, exeept 
Trovato and his fiddle, was local~ 
mostly trained by Arthur himsel?: 
Result was one of the best May 
weeks FP ever enjoyed here. 

Publicity was of the come-on type, 
with plenty of question marks and 


just enough info to make them 
guess. Sam dePass handled this 
well. 


Ran 52 minutes, longest a film 
house unit has gone here, yet noth- 
ing seemed superfluous unless it was 
the screen feature, “Easy Come, 
Easy Go” (Par). Picture was played 
down in show itself, never men- 
tioned in advertising, but drew few 
walk outs. 


Proceedings started with darkened 
half-stage fireplace set topped by 
large painting of Victor Herbert. 
Special song to introduce medley of 
Blackout for a fulJ- 
stage Dutch set, with dancing girls 
handling Herbert’s “Cricket on the 
Hearth,” and then easing into the 
clog routine from “Sweethearts.” 
House is sold on these Rogge girls, 
and these special hoofs gave the 
show a neat break from the barrier. 
Ernest Morgan, in one, was okay in 
“Falling in Love With Someone,” the 
band doing a real job on the refrain. 

Fulistage for “Toyland,” Thelma 
Bateman warbling neatly. She tucks 
a couple of cute blonde kids into 
twin beds, when their toys come to 
life for a snap mechanical dance. 
Not new but smartly handled. The 
boy, curious, gets out of bed, and the 
dance stops abrupty. He turns 
quickly to catch a life-sized monk 
off guard for a neat bit of panto- 
mime. “Always Do as People Say 
You Should" made way for one of 
the smoothest aesthetic numbers of 
the season. Just five barefooted 
girls, in gray and old rose, before a 
silver drop. Band and organ silent, 
all music coming from the first vio- 
linist, spotted in front of the or- 
chestra. Same effect done in road 
musicals here this season, but 
better. Number closed witth duet 
from upper boxes of a couple of 
Victor Herbert numbers. 

Miss Bateman sang “Kiss Me 
Again" straight, to make way for a 
cast of 30 before a colorful caravan 
set for “Gypsy Love Song.” Some 
good hoofing to this one. “Moon- 
beams” and “Little Bo Peep” were 
okay, with the blackout on this group 
getting across on warblers in more 
Herbert numbers stepping from a 
center stage book. “Kiss in the 
Dark” and “Italian Street Song” 
were standouts, with 60 on stage for 
finale. 

A real novelty was a medley of 
the most popular songs since 1918, 
with aucience invited to guess how 
many titles they remembered. Page 
girls wised them up at close, all 
numbers being from musicals and 
operettas. 

Swung in 10 minutes of Fox news 
before Trovato did his stuff. The 
old boy still pulls them from their 
seats with his talking fiddle. With 
the house half empty at the mid- 
night show he was still making 
them roar. 

A novelty film was stray shots 
around the town with well-known 
folk picked out. List went heavy on 
athletes and by-line writers in the 
dailies. A couple of critics looked 
like an attack of heebie jeebies. 

Show was in right from the first. 
When FP opens its new big house 
in Ottawa it is likely similar units 
will play the Toronto-Ottawa-Mont- 
real triangle under Jack Arthur's 
direction. Meantime “Take a Chance 
Week” will spread across the Cana- 
dian west, Sinclair. 


not} 


LOEW’S STATE 
(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, May 1% 

Fanchon and Marco are still 
proving that picture house stage 
shows can be put on for little money 
and yet be bang-up entertainment 
out here. The “Bath Tub Idea,” 
featuring Sweet William and Bad 
Bill, two blackface boys known for 
their Brunswick recordings, is an 
example. 

Also, and primarily, the idea can 
boast of the seven specialty girls 
known as the San Francisco Junior 
Beauties. Title makes no difference 
as far as these gals are concerned. 
Each one is outstanding in ability, 
Lucille Martin, the Gilmartin Quad- 
ruplets and» Maxine and Bo Peep 


make up the group. With Benny 
Rubin swinging the show there 
wasn't a slow moment in the 40 


minutes. 

Sets, while not elaborate, were 
pleasing and effective. sand opened 
with the “Turkish Towel" number, 
made known by Sophie Tucker, for 
a fast start. A semi-peep at the 
bath tub scene increased the tem- 
perature, Bit was well done in 
tableaux above the band. 

First among the acts was Oscur 
Taylor, baritone, sitting in with the 
band. Taylor is a local fav and took 
tlfree encores. 

The Gilmartin girls (4) were next 
with well routined songs and dances. 
Maxine and Bo Peep, also sweet 
lookers and pleasing harmony war- 
blers, did ‘some steps for a finish. 

Recording rep of William and Jill 
did not go amiss. Sweet William is 
the comic and a good one. His 
partner doesn’t muff much on the 
straight business either. Both count 
and add up. They’re known all 
along the Coast and it should be a 
cinch for them anywhere. 


A surprisingly clever youngster | 


turned 

nounced 
batic 
with 


up in Lucille Page, pro- 
“it’ gal and clever acro- 
twister. The semi-windup, 


spot. Verdi (Clark and Verdi), 
made his initial bow in picture 
houses out here and looks like he's 
set for a long time. His wop with 
the guitar is a sure-fire laugh. 

a straight 
man is enough to explain the laughs 
and his footwork is already in the 
bag for him in this house. Neat 
and effective finale, with! the girls 
in a powder puff number. 

Screen feature, “The Yellow Lily’ 
(F. N.). M-G-M newsreel filled in 
the short subject end, while J. Wes- 
ley Lord was impressively tuneful 
at the organ. Lord divides the con- 
sole with Ernie Russell. 


RIVIERA 


(OMAHA) 
Omaha, May IT. 

Louw McDermott's production 
seems to be pointing to something 
new in Publix units. It created con- 
siderable comment here, despite that 
it did not do astonishing business. 
Consensus of opinion was that it 
was different, at least, and that the 
idea, if carried out properly, would 
mean an improvement in the units. 

Customers didn’t get the idea of 
the jazzed-up “Mikado” the first few 
times it was presented, but Paul 
Spor, m. ¢., soon started hoking it 
up so that they couldn’t help but get 
a flock of laughs. Came riding out 
smoking a cigar g foot long, used an 
clectric fan instead of the Japanese 
hand cooler, and burlesqued the role 
to a fare-you-well. In the show it- 
self Bob La Salle stopped things 
with his parodies on two pop bal- 
lads besides helping along with 
comedy. Darling Twins also pop- 
ular. 

Show held some dead but 
that was no particular fault of the 
performers. 


spots 


ROXY 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 21. 

Scenle background, lighting, cos- 
tuming and musical accompaniment 
place the closing stage number en- 
titled “On the Beach" among the 
best on the program this week. 
The girl leading the chorus makes 
a strong impression, adding greatly 
to the effectiveness of the presenta- 
tion. 

Stage part contains the usual 
sure-fire Roxy ingredients of vocal 
and hoofing ensembles fronted by 
the gigantic pit crew under the 
leadership of Erno Rapee Monday 
night. P 

From the third row, orchestra, 
Rapee can be seen barking orders 
in a modulated tone of voice at his 
men and making weird faces at pos- 
sible offenders. Applause following 
the orchestra overture, “Aida,” was 
heaviest of the evening. 

Joyce Coles, Patricia Rowman and 


Nicholas Daks are featured in 
“Dance of the Hours” from “La 
Gioconda,” following. The Roxy 


ballet corps and Markert’s 32 Roxy- 
ettes used in background. This 
number is subdivided into four im- 
pressions labeled “Dawn,” “Day, 
“Evening” and “Night.” First ef- 
fect launched via a set of girls in 
gleaming golden gowns with head- 
gear to match. Brilliant costumes 
with each added contingent of girls 
result in a harmonious blend. _ 
Helene Eck, with ensemble, sing- 
ing excerpts from “Lucia Di Lam- 
mermoor,” did well with a difficult 
vocal assignment. In a hooflns 


Joe Verdi and Benny Rubin |. 
‘getting together, proved the punch 
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r, round a lake background, 
aula Daks gets over with a rou- 
e of eccentric twirling. Clyde 
Cottam, attempting comedy in the 
scene With a+burlesque ver- 
ion of “The Swan,” took three falls 
without 4 laugh avid worked half- 
way through before the audience 
finally understood it to be comedy. 
Cottam, in nicely fitted white cos- 
tume, cannot be seen except as a 
femme from beyondsthe 10th row 
and those who don't read programs 
don’t know anything about the im- 
sonation. 
von Grona, in an exceptionally 
fine interpretation called “The Spirit 
of Labor,” has been held a second 
week due to the interest since this 
pumber was first shown last week. 
Newsreel split. up between Fox, 
Paramount, Pathe and International, 
each item getting a strong play. 
Several shots of Hagen receiving 
the golf championship cup from the 
-Prince of Wales are used. Movie- 
tone newsreel includes a speech by 
Ambassador Herrick, in France, 
while unveiling the monument to 
Nungesser, Coli and Lindbergh. 
Roller coasters and shots of anti- 
aircraft guns in action were also 
reproduced in Movietone and seem- 
ingly of sufficient interest to war- 
rant the time occupied. 
“Bath Time,” a _ seven-minute 


Grantland Rice -Sportlight, filled. 
“Don’t Marry” (Fox) feature pic- 
ture. Mori. 


ORIENTAL 


(“Mission Bells”—Unit) 
(CHICAGO) 
Chi@ago, May 15. 

Balaban and Katz-Publix know 
their show business. It has been 
conclusively proven before. 

Mark Fisher, who followed Paul 
Ash into the Oriental theatre here, 
is proving it again. It was Fisher 
who stepped into the Oriental while 
Paul Ash was in Europe. And it 
is Fisher who steps in again, now 
that Paul is selling Ash-Chicago 
showmanship to Broadway. 

Fisher, incidentally, is the ideal 
man to follow Paul into the Temple 
of Jazz. Well known to Chicago, 
through his long run at the Harding 
and Senate theatres, and the fill-in 
job for Paul, he is already pulling 
sizable business into the Oriental. 
Once he gets ’em into the house, 
he holds ’em for keeps. Balaban 
and Katz are exerting plenty of ef- 
fort and spending plenty of money 
to help Mark bring them In. They 
are probably paying regular dough 
also to Lou Holtz, who will follow 
Fisher as m. ec. 

Fisher is a well constructed chap, 
with a million-dollar smile, wavy 
black hair and a golden voice. It 
is that same golden voice that is 
causing so much conjecture here- 
abouts. Mark does five-a-day and 
he seldom gets by without’ singing 
less than three or four times during 
& performance. His voice is a mel- 
odious, intriguing tenor. 

Mark has, as his opening stage 
attraction this week, one of the 
most elaborate stage presentations 
ever attempted by B. & K. It is 
the work of Lou McDermott, pro- 
ducer of the Chicago shows for Ash. 
Titled “Mission Bells,” the entire 
unit is without perceptible flaw. 
It is colorful in the extreme, nicely 
proportioned and replete with ex- 
cellent talent. A fitting arrange- 
ment to usher in the successor to 
Ash. 

Opening is effected through the 
use of a Kelly color picture with 
organ accompaniment by Jesse 
Crawford. The picture shows a 
Mission garden, with robed monks 
Strolling about. Crawford, at the 
red console, causes the cinematic 
chimes to take life. A most im- 
pressive opening, this, and the front 
of the house feels it. The color 
Picture, excellent photography, grad- 
ually fades and one perceives that 
the silver sheet covers the entire 
proscenium. Deftly painted on the 


screen is a mirage-like wall of 
arches. 
Lights, subdued, increase their 


voltage a bit, back of the screen. 
Scenery is dimly visible through the 
transparency. An orchestra 1s play- 
ing “Ramona” and someone is sing- 
ing. The silver sheet-drop slowly 
elevates, It reveals a_ veritable 
counterpart of the garden seen in 
the motion picture. mission 
building to left stage, building an- 
nex further back against a blue sky, 
and a wall extending from the mis- 
$10n across the stage. 

The Merry Mad Musical Gang, 
dressed as caballeros, is in a garden 
at right Stage, still playing ‘“Ra- 
mona.” A man, attired as a Cas- 
ullian nobleman, is singing to a 
girl in a window of the mission. He 
is Fisher, an eloquent and romantic 
young Spaniard, in brown bell- 
bottoms, shirted in yellow silk. 

As Senor Fisher completes his 
vocal tribute to the fiery Senorita 

e turns and smilingly acknowl- 
edges the ear-splitting applause. 
Then he takes the gang into a fast 
and furious fusillade of jazz, so that 
the girl ballet can tear off some 
stepping in pateh-work cos- 
‘ulnes of old Spain. As the girls 
Step out in a nicely timed exit, he 
Plugs @ popular number, which the 
handles with nicety. 

He takes real pleasure, does Mark, 


in presenting Alice Weaver, She 1s 
yond her toes every minute. Her 
ainty footwork is augmented by a 


“Weetly petite 


long 
Mack hair 


appearance, 


and a Saucy little smile. 


She comes in for an encore and 
proves a very satisfactory opener. 

Roy Rogers singingly tells. how 
dry he is, and throws them plenty 
of laughs with his stumbling about 
and eccentric dancing. He laughs 
his way off, with Mark leading the 
band in a special arrangement. In 
closing this number Fisher sings 
“Ramona” again. He fights the sub- 
sequent applause with another com- 
plete band number and finally comes 
through with a vocal encore. 

Beautiful ballet costuming is 
noticeable throughout the presenta- 
tion, and in this particular spot the 
girls come out in sufficiently brief 
costumes of yellow and red, with 
feathery headdresses. Billy “Uke” 
Carpenter follows in garbed as a 
Spanish ranchero. He plays his uke 
and produces gusts of laughter with 
his scxeamingly funny vocal and 
nasal noises. The climax, of course, 
is his singing with Mark. 
_ Closing the bill are the Carr fam- 
ily, tap steppers par excellence. 
Loaise and Andrew Carr, children, 
open. A trumpet sounds; it’s echoed, 
and they do a military dance, most 
creditable, along with several other 
neat routines. Then come the old 
folks, tastefully and conventionally 
attired in black, Great tapping 
family. 

Achieving a remarkable finale, the 
ballet steps out in subdued lighting, 


bwearing colorful gowns with hoop 


skirts, high Spanish headdresses, 
and mantillas. They enter with the 
orchestra playing “An Old Guitar 
and an Old Refrain.” Every girl 
has a guitar swung from her shoul- 
ders. Mark is singing to the lady 
of his first love, the girl in the win- 
dow. The headgear of the balict 
bursts forth in lights, and their 
skirts become blazes of lighted 
color. It is a triumph! 

Jesse Crawford's organ solo with- 
out slides, “A Dancing Tambourine,” 
excellent. The colorful main drop 
is down during the console period, 
red footlights on, with a white spot 
on Crawford. 

The picture, “Hold ‘Em Yale” 
(Pathe), well received. Paramount 
newsreel, with Chicago shots of the 
German-Irish flyers. 

Business a tribute to Fisher. 

Loop. 


LOEW’S MIDLAND 


(“Roman Nights”- unit) 
(KANSAS CITY) 
Kansas City, May 18. 


Joseph Klein, conductor at the 
Midland, evidently thought if the 
stage show ended with racing 
chariots, the opening should be as 
snappy. He selected the “Hunting 
Scene,” and the red coats of the or- 
chestra fitted nicely with the 
thought. The News was next, and 
then Billy Wright and the organ 
in a Mother’s Day tribute. 

“Roman Nights” was the Loew- 
Publix unit. Russell and Marconi, 
violin and accordion players, were 
first and were liked. Rita and 
Tresca, dancers, followed with about 
the swiftest adagio routine seen this 
season. “Ballet Caprice,’ six men 
in a burlesque classical routine, was 
evidently new’ to many of the fans 
and the antics drew laughs. Band 
had Bob Young and Kay vocaliz- 
ing through megaphones. Lassiter 
Brothers did a dance bit, new and 
strenuous, and were on again at the 
finale with Clara Greenfield, who 
worked in a short routine with the 
six choristers. 

Finale offered the racing chariots 
on the upper stage, the first time 
horses have been used in the house. 
Show was pepped right along and 
one of the most pleasing of the sea- 
son. 

“Red Hair” (Par) followed. Red 
haired girl about the screen’s best 
bet in this town. Hughes. 


STATE 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, May 16. 
“Civic Music Week” here and the 
first rate State program leaned 
heavily to melody. Under William 
Nelson’s direction, the orchestra 
(16) did the overture to “Oberon” 
beautifully. A sunburst of vari- 
colored light tones on a curtain de- 


STRAND 


(“Streets of New York”—Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 20. 
Ed Hyman, in his first reported 
production attempt at the Strand, 
has asseinbled a small but neat and 
compact revue furnishing a maxi- 
mum of entertainment with a mini- 
mum of outlay for talent, costumes 
and scenic construction. If it is 
not to be classed with the top- 
notch, expensive stage shows on the 
Street, there is at least very little 
objectionable or slow material in 
the show. 
Closing what seems the first divi- 
sion of the unit, George Lyons, re- 
cently at the Capitol, was a little 


weak at the start when limiting 
himself to his harp. Closed to 


heavy returns and sold _hin-self 
strongly before half-way through 


his tirst vocal number. 

Novello Bros., first appearing as 
tumbling clowns With violins, were 
easily the outstanders in the unit. 
Coming back again near the finish 
in a burlesque bird routine, whis- 
tling instead of spvaking their in- 
tentions, the boys shook the cus- 
tomers for everything they had in 
the way of laughs, 

Six Tivoli Girls appeared to best 
advantage in their opening number 
in bright pelice uniforms. Neat 
costuming create@ better effect for 
mixed Later, in 
other costumes, they did not regis- 
ter as strongly for appearance. 
Two Black Dots, ‘blackface step- 
pers, had routines of an unusual 
nature with applause following 
most of the featured steps. Peggy 
English, third on the list, filled in 
with songs. 

Background is an effective drop 
showing part of the waterfront and 
Brooklyn Bridge at night against a 
blue sky. Stage band was costumed 
in Bowery clothes. Leon Navara 
delivered an excellent piece of busi- 
ness imitating a piano-plugger in 
an east side grind picture house, 

Show should hold up fairly well 
this week with “The Yellow Lily” 
(F. N.) as the main movie fare. 

Orchestra limited to a brief pre- 
lude this week, the newsreel going 
on with organ accompaniment dur- 
ing the late Sunday afternoon show. 
Newsreel cut short with no special 
features included. Mori. 


HOLLYWOOD 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, May 16. 

Apparently this new and comely 
neighborhood presentation house is 
over. 

Acts are booked by Keith West- 
ern, Chicago. And this brings up 
another of the Hollywood's distinc- 
tions—it is probably the only pres- 
entation theatre that really gets 
presentation acts from that Office. 
This surprise is the result of the 
manager’s preview of all acts in 
Chi, a manner of gauging the 
adaptability of an act for the pres- 
entation idea, with an added ad- 
vantage to the manager in being in 
a position to turn down any act not 
fitting. 

This hand picked lineup included 
Joe Whitehead, Burt and Lehman 
and the Royal Pekin Troupe (7). A 
portion of the latter turn’s personal 
hangings was noticeable the 
stage set. Show was somewhat 
short of feminine talent, if not for 
the permanent house ballet of eight. 

Joe Whitehead, who needs no in- 
troduction to vaude, seems to be 
chancing a new style in the picture 
places. He’s one old timer who 
knows his stuff, and also knows the 
difference. Joe appeared two or 
three times in the bill and mopped 
up with his nut stuff. His clown- 
ing with the stage musicians was 
particularly impressive, Whitehead 
is a certainty for any presentation 
bill in need of comedy. He is a 
changed performe-, but so is his old 
show business, 

Also in a comedy vein were Burt 
and Lehman, another twe man gab 
turn converted to presentation use. 
They reached the back of the house 
with their hoke and counted as well 


as ever. Pekin Troupe consumed 
10 to 15 minutes with their per- 
sonal routine which led into the 


picted the various moods of the |show’s finale. This act looked bet- 
music, Applause returns’ were jter_in this house than on a vaude- 
heavy. wreagee It now resembles Long 

After the usual International |Tack Sam’s outfit in more ways 


newsreel came the first of two Vita- 


phone numbers, Brown and Whit- 
aker, Who garnered quite a few 
laughs with their comedy patter. 


Other Vitaphone offering, ““A Dream 

Cafe,” also proved acceptable. 
Goldberg, at the elevated console, 

secintillated with his organ concert. 


He gave an original and highly 
pleasing interpretation of three 


popular songs without endeavoring 
to coax his auditors to sing. 
Sudworth Frasier, in one of the 
“Student Prince” troupes, was fea- 
tured in the stage offerings built 
about “Student Prince” melodies. 
Stage setting employed only black 
plush curtains, huge candle sticks 
and a few pieces of gold furniutre 
as a castle interior. Large tapestry, 


high up on the back curtain, was 
lighted to make visible eight male 
singers garbed as Heidelberg 
students. All very pleasing and 
particularly appropriate. 

“The Enemy” (M-G) stirred 
much favorable word-of-mouth 


comment. Zusiness fairly good. 


than one, 

Sunnybrook Orchestra, permanent 
stage band of about 12, is excellent. 
This is the original New York ag- 
gregation of that name brought out 
here for the Hollywood job. It’s a 
hot and peppy group, in solo or 
otherwise, and rates among the best 


stage bands in Detroit for uncen- 
sored jazz music, The conducting 
m. is Sam Diebert, not a 
der but announcing clearly and 
with an engaging grin. Organ solo 
by Bob Clarke with screen slides 


obviously conceived by the publish- 
er of the plug song. Clarke milked 
lout considerable vocal response, 

| Feature film not recalled. It 
|was unimportant. Interesting 
short subjects, with a scenic deal- 
ing with the Samoan Isles and a 
Larry Semon two-reeler. Newsreel 
|} (Pathe) held some shots that were 
slightly tardy. 

Ben and Lou Cohen, two brothers 
who have several other houses 
around town, own and operate the 
Helly wand Bige 


Vaudeville Reviews 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

The radio receiving set in the 
men’s smoking room was transmit- 
ting a round-by-round description 
of the Mandell-McLarnin fisticuffs 
and a goodly crowd was there, pre- 
ferring that to the flat variety en- 
tertainment they had paid an ad- 
mission to view. A weak show, 
slow, draggy, uninspiring and con- 
sistently lethargic, whatever saving 
graces it possessed did not blend 
With the general ensemble to make 
for a satisfying, well-balanced bill. 

With impressive billing and su- 
perlative program trimmings, Prin- 
cess Rajah of the olden days with 
her snake (reptile) and snake torso 
was resurrected and rechristened 
Kazana (New Acts), laboring under 
the appellation of “the European 
dance sensation.” 

Frakson, the legerdemainist, with 
his extraordinary palming and sat- 
isfying “magic” was a brighter en- 
try in the deuce, followed by Weir's 
Elephants, presented by Tom Vea- 
sey. The pachyderims rate with the 
best of platform “bull” presenta- 
tions, but its distinction in the trey 
groove-on a Palace bill is the tip- 
off of the general caliber. 

Bud Harris and Van, colored 
cross-fire team, clicked and clinched 
it with the introduction of Harris’ 
juvenile son for a song and dance 
specialty. Smartly turned out, the 
youngster is a personable performer 
and as finished in his showmanship 
as he is sartorially svelte. 

The venerable Frank Kéenan 
(New Acts) closed the first stanza 
with an average playlet which af- 
forded the star some opportunities, 
but just missed in its entirety. 

Reopening the second stanza was 
Joe (nee Jay) Regan, robust tenor 
possessed of ambitious potentialities 
(New Acts), who will be garnered 
by some productjon entrepreneur in 
short order, if not already so forti- 
fied for next season. 

Charlotte Greenwood, the 
credited headliner, with Martin 
Broones, her composer-husband-ac- 
companist, assisting, fared aver- 
agely well until the sure-fire bath 
scene out of the Hassard Short 
“Ritz Revue.” Jim Jam Jems, clown 
trio, closed and chased. 

Biz brutal, possibly the fault, in 
a measure, of three legit premieres, 
the fight at the Polo Grounds and 
Douglas Fairbanks’ picture with a 
better vaude lay-out at a fourth 
of the Palace take a block down 
the street at Loew’s state. Abel. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

With “The Gaucho” (U. A.) as 
the screen fare the show was again 
down to five acts, dancing being 
the predominating feature. Comedy 
suffered, although the Caites Bros., 
next to closing, hit with their fun- 
making, although their main stock 
is hoofing too. 

Three Castles opened. The spon- 
taneous applause at the finish must 
have even startled this trio. One of 
the most unusual acts In waude, and 
a bike act at that. Three men, each 
mjpus a leg, doing amazing tricks 
on the wheels with one doing a raft 
of stuff that many of the normal 
experts can’t do as well. 

Miss Decker was second. Her 
cycle of songs isn’t of the best, but 
once into the ballads she hits her 
high register and it’s all over. Third 
spot was alloted to the former 
skits done in “Vanities” by the 
Avon Comedy Four, Principal com- 
edy skit is the fire department bur- 
lesque. Act is titled “From the 
Battery to the Bronx,” with Jules 
Howard featured comic. Main 
strength is in the singing, making 
the comedy a secondary proposition. 
Caites Brothers found an easy spot 
and made the most of it. 

“Revue Fantasy” closed 
vaude. A vocal 
that has been around but has been 
subjected to a number of changes 
}in its personnel. A new adagio duo, 
Bobby Vernen and Renee Myra, do 


the 


a great routine and make this act 
stand up. Vernon handles Miss 


Myra beautifully and they do work 
fast and gracefully. Sammy Krevoff 
is still with the act, his whirls be- 
ing solid winners. Mark. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


(Vaudfilm) 

Plenty of fiash the first half, but 
light on comedy. Only two of the 
seven acts qualified as laugh getters 
— Joseph K. Watson, monologist, 
and Burke and Burke, mixed team, 
in next to shut. 311) otherwise well 
balanced, with plenty of sight and 
sound features. 

Manyon’'s Birds, parrots and cock- 
atoos, opened show with the 
jfeathered performers put through 
the usual routine, 


| 

| Trado Twins got over nicely 
jon their stepping, prefaced by a 
'song and some chatter. Boys are 


jnifty steppers with class. Tom Nip’s 
Academy Steppers, 10-people dance 
| flash 
permanent feature here, although thr 
iensemble confined itself to one act 


ac-4 


and dance combo} 


istration the 


an 


| 


was next, and may become a} 
Carhkey, 


hover his Jat 


without backgrounding other acts, ag 
customary. 

Joseph K. Watson, monologist 
with a Hebe delivery, got first crack 
at ‘em for laughs. Watson is using 
practically the same routine as when 
last around. Sam Wooding and Or- 
chestra (11) dispensed warm nume- 
bers that went big. It's a colored 
combination, with the usual oppor- 
tunity for some of the boys to dis- 
play versatility as vocalists and 
step. An unbilled femme singer was 
trotted out to send in a couple of 
blues. Burke and Burke, man han- 
dling comedy, did very well. Male 
is a good knockabout comic who 
knows values and collects with none 
too inspiring material. 

Ned Wayburn’s) “Promenaders” 
“was topline and closed. This latest 
Wayburn opus is a miniature “Fol- 
lies,” projecting a quintet of clever 
principals and a girly ensemble of 
12. Wayburn has given it an elabo- 
rate production and it can’t miss 
either for vaude or presentation 
dates. Run off in a series of song 
scenes it provides a panorama of 
stage pictures that are gems. 

Wayburn has ai great bet in 
Blanche and Eliott, dance team. 
whose acrobatics and adagio stuff 
are classic. Shirley Richards, solo 
dancer, also clicked with her kicks. 
John Byam, a personable juvenile, 
handled most of the vocalizing, oc- 
easionally duetting with Pesgy Han- 
lon, prima donna. Ensemble are all 
lookers and hard workers. “Across 
the Atlantic” (W. B.) screen feature, 


Fdba. 
81ST ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 

With an 8.20 start it took this 
Monday-to-Wednesdayy bill a half 
hour to get started, and dragged six 
acts bevond 10. From third spot to 
fifth the bill peeped from behind the 
all-enveloping fog to outline what 
vaudeville formerly was and still 
can be if somebody will give it a 
little attention. 

This was due to Ray and Harri- 
son, Odali Careno and Jack Mee 
Lallen, who trailed each other in 
that order. Hoke, class and smart 
comedv wrapped up in this three- 
some, still in that order, plus a flash 
act on the closing end, with Ten 
Eyck and Boyce (New Acts) and 
Prince Wong (New Acts), neither on 
program, pathfinding. 

The two openers meant nothing, 
because they lingered way beyond 
the limit for such spots. It hurt the 
show but made it perfect for the 
plump Naomi Ray, who capitalizes 
her weight by ridicule and delves 
into pure hoke for a burlesque ada- 
gio partnered by a diminutive male, 
They actually howled at these an- 
tics, not without reason. Cinch act 
for vaude and laugh spot for a pic- 
ture house unit. Boy indicates he 
likes the way Buster West works, 
but does some attention-demanding 
steps on his own. 

Mile. Careno supplied the change 
of pace to meet more than the usual 
accord given vocalists of her type. 
She has previously headlined under 
the same billing this program car- 
ries for her, that of “internationally 
famous grands opera dramatic so- 
prano.” Regardless of the ballyhoo 
in type, there’s no doubt that the 
mademoiselle belongs. Continuing 
to mix her selections in French, 
Italian and Spanish, and stil] using 
“For You Alone” as the punch, she 
won heavy acclaim that wouldn’t 
permit her to leave until after five 
songs. Mlle. Odali has a powerful 
voice, which becomes more effective 
as it climbs. It might be well for 
her to include a popular ballad so 
as to educate a vaude audience as to 
just how a familiar melody sounds 
when a voice, minus grace notes, 
gets behind it. Before an attuned 
audience the songstress could do no 
wrong. but .she’s liable to have 
trouble if retaining here present re- 
pertoire when in front of a “cold” 
house. About second on the list 
would be the spot for the demon- 
50-centers would under- 


stand. 

McLallen. off the skates, hasn’t 
had to get away from his well- 
established cross talk. Hoe is now 


earrving a third party, in the person 
elongated girl, well over six 
feet, who dresses as a kid and gets 
her chance at a plano for a hot 
number. Beyond that, Mcallen is 
resuming his inquiries about Sarah, 
and has no trouble making it finmny. 
Placed hehind the hoke of Miss Ray 
and Mile. Careno’s elass. this roler 
skater who would talk found every- 


thing set for him. And as he's often 
clicked when the goine wes tough, 
it was just a frolie for him Monday 
night. 

“Castle of Dreams” was the flash 
act closing, but the dvrnamite had 
already heen exploded. “hn Pri- 
vates” (17) was the film feature with 
business a little hetter than half a 
house, Nid. 

Harry E. Long. for the Jast 14 
monthe general manager nt Utica, 

Y.. for Schine Enterprises. Ine., 
here. is leaving for Detroit. because 


of ilinece. It fs announeedr. Jz 
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Ver 
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48 VARIETY 


NEW ACTS 


Wednesday, May 23, 1923 


TOM MIX and “TONY” (3) 
“Western” act 
15 Mins.; Full Stage (bare stage; 
landscale back drop) 
Hippodrome (V-P) 
At 6:45 Monday evening Hip’s or- 
ehestra capacity. Probably the first 
time any supper show in New York 


ever drew more than a squawk. At 
8:30, slight fringe of standees in 
orchestra and back of balcony. No 
place for standees here. Only 
empties were some in that impos- 
sible week duy gallery. And the 


Hip is the third largest theatre in 
New York (Roxy, first; Capitol, 
second). Nearly 5,000 seats here. 
Which means that Tom Mix will 
take the house money record with 
pop vaude as he has every other 
K-A-O house he has appeared in 
since leaving the coast. Which 
should elate that high Orpheum of- 
ficial in New York for having 
written a panning letter to Frank 
Vincent_for giving Mix a $3,500 a 
week contract. Mix may have been 
a chump as was the high official, 
but Frank wasn’t. No wonder they 


resigned! 

And Tom Mix isn't even a rela- 
tive of “Peaches” Browning. The 
dames and the dips don't go to see 
Mix. But children with their 
mothers and fathers do. Kids 


idolize Tom Mix and his pet pony, 
“Tony.” So a picture star and 
probably the only one who could 
have gotten himself from $10,000 to 
$15,000 weekly playing sharing 
terms in the picture houses or 50- 
50 with Pantages fell for Vincent's 
oil at $3,500 a week. 

Maybe the Mix family will be 
sore when hearing of this but Tom 
won't be. He’s got the difference 
in experience, knows more about 
house managers than the Keith- 
Albee office ever will, and has found 
out what was the trouble with 
vaudeville. Catch that “was.” 

On the Hip stage Tom talks and 
somewhat too low for that big 
house. Fhey couldn't hear him in 
the rear though the avccoustics of 
course are awful. But he might 
raise his voice. The boys upstairs 
started to cry out: “Tommy, 
louder.” Even the cow hands don't 
call him Tommy. 

Then Tom did some shooting, first 
opening seated on “Tony.” Some 
of the talk was about the pony, 
some about himself and some about 
vaudeville; all puncuated with 
laughs, for Tom Mix looks to be a 
stage taiker like Bill Rogers though 
he doesn’t select such a wide range 
of topics. 

Tom didn’t make a miss using the 
rifles and revolver, and again got 
a stride “Tony” for the finale, in a 


bare stage with a landscape back 
drop, holding nothing else but a 


target with the table for guns, be- 
sides a curtain later drawn to screen 


the drop. 
In between entered a couple of 
cowboys, besides Chrisman, 


who attended to the target. The 
bunch in front seemed to recognize 
the cowboys too. They applauded 
them on their respective entrance, 
the hands must the Mix 
outfit on the screen. Tom _ spoke 
affectionately of both when intro- 
ducing them. 

One of the hands, the 
one, is a wiz with «a rope 
best swinging roper ever 
York stage. With 
he made the rope 
and that's some trick, while his 
fast stuff was remarkable. And 
the other no slouch, also whirling. 

But a picture star who can draw 
the children! A one-man circus on 
the Which makes them 
come three ways. And “Teny” kept 
down in Toytown between shows to 


so be of 


smaller 
He's the 
on a New 
his wide circles 
curl into an 8 


stage! 


draw more children, also to chase 
‘em out upstairs for one of the 
problems of the Mix tour must be to 
empty the kids out of the house. 

The ace picture star who has 
made and will make “Westerns” 
standup on the screen; the one man 


who can do more for vaudeville than 
vaudeville has done or could do by 
itself for itself. 

TOM NIP’S ACADEMY STEPPERS 

(20) 

Dance Revue 
15 Mins.; Three (Special!) 
Academy (V-P) 

Nip’s Steppers may be 9) perma. 
nent ensemble for the house, al- 
though this shewing g 
indication, other than the 
Steppers” on the billing. 

It is the usual girl ensemble of 
18 in several routines of precision 
danees’ spaced by two numbers by 
a mixed dancing team, unbilled, 

Monday night the girls did not 
background for other acts as cus- 
tomary for permanent house en- 
gembles. The femmes are attractive 
and good dancers. Liked in the trey 
spot on this bill and should get over 
on merits as a routine flash, /2dba. 


ie no such 


“Academs 


KAZANA (7) 
Dance Revue 

15 Mins.; Three 
Palace (St. V) 

Kazana is the rechristened Prin- 
cess Rajah with her snake dance 
and tossing torso in the “St. Louis 
Blues” specialty with the iron-jaw 
chair swing in rhythmic accompani- 
ment to the snake hips. A cooch 
pure and simple, it is the kingpin 
of the flash act impressively pre- 
sented by Leo de Valery and LI. 
Tarasoff as “the European dance 
sensation.” 

Assisting are Harold Lander, en- 
ergetic acrobatie dancer, and 
Adoree, tom-toming mostly and con- 
tributing one specialty. A quintet 
of girls open Spanish and go Ori- 
ental and tom-tom in three special- 
ties with as many costume changes. 

The act is neatly mounted and is 
a strong opener. The strength of 
its reception prompted a speech of 
thanks to the bookers and managers 
from Kazana. She seemed to know 
them all. 

Spanish dances credited to Juan 
de Beaucaire, presumably a phoney, 
the hybrid Spanish-French monicker 
lacking conviction. 

Snakes seem to be growing in 
popularity. Up at Texas Guinan’s 
nite joint a girl lolls around with 
a large typhon, playing with it on 
the club’s floor and for further 
amusement, throwing it around the 
neck of any friend of Tex's she 
knows, 

Women present and «necessarily 


HELEN KANE 
Publix Unit-“Flapperettes” 
Paramount, New York (Pct.). 

Just a young lady who stopped 
everything over here Saturday aft- 
ernoon with two songs, and quite 


$5.50 or 50 cents. 

Miss Kane is too well versed to 
be new and is evidently from vaude, 
although she also smacks of cab- 
aret. No matter what the stage 
origin, you'll probably see her in 
revue and listen to her on wax. 

Appearance, voice and personality 
which she combines to sel a song 
for 25 per cent. over its basic value. 
A crooning style and an inference 
of a lisp, this girl cuddled up to 
Paul Ash while warbling and they 
didn’t want her to quit. Two cork- 
ing songs with smart lyrics, not 
especially written, from which she7 
pried everything there was to be 
had with modulated do-de-o-dos 
plus a finish to a number which she 
simply lets die out to become in- 
audible. The reverse of building up 
the last line and the house loved it. 

As good for London as here. 

Helen Kane sings, looks and sells. 

Remember the name. Sid. 


FRANK KEENAN and Co. (4) 
“The Second Performance” (Playlet) 
14 Mins.; Three (Parlor) 

Palace (St. V) 


“The Second Performance,” by 
Nancy Bradford, is an uncertain 
playlet for Frank Keenan. Its 


tempo is too uneven. Starts off ultra 
“heavy” and dramatic. Becomes 


close to the floor don't appear to 
mind the snake stuff there. As a; 
rule the ladies holler’ murder at} 
one any other place. They may 
think it’s a hallucination. What the} 
guys think, who can tell? Abel. 


PRINCE WONG . 
Song and Instrumental 
19 Mins.; One 

ist St. (V-P) 


testily melodramatic in the exposi- 
tion to test the affections of the di- 
vorced wife, and almost farcical in 
the finale. 

Satisfying enough variety comedy - 
drama, it ,is saved wholly by 
star's yeoman contribution. 

The scene is Keenan's reception 
room in a hotel suite following a 
Shakespearean success by the great 
actor Mr. Keenan is and personates. 
Marshall Bradford as the lawyer has 


she 


Chinese single droning away at 
pairing his own chances by taking 
so long in reaching the main points, 
the strumming of a guitar and uke. 

Long-winded opening minutes 
finally end in a rendition of “Asleep 
in the Deep,” the house well-nigh 
taking the advice. It doesn’t do the 
Prince any good and should go out. 
If he doesn’t mind that handicap, 
it remains that his slow pace hurts 
a show, and a booker is liable to 
make a discovery. 

Placed No. 2 here, the Oriental 
did all right but strung it along to 
get in the ukulele. Less eight or 
10 minutes, Prince Wong ought to 
be able to make the deuce grade. 

Sid. 


BLAIR and SULLIVAN 
Songs and Dances 

10 Mins.; One 

5th Ave. (V-P) 

Outside billing is Lane Blair and 
Joe Sullivan. Miss Blair sings, but 
her main assets are looks and danc- 
ing. Sullivan plays the piano and 
also sings. Neither has a voice of 


any strength, yet what the man 
| does in a vocal way is pleasing. 


Girl displays a personality ‘that 

| is much in her favor with their 
number announced as a 

| number Miss Blair did in “Bye, Bye, 

| Bonnie. 

| Nice little act of the kind. Mark. 


closing 


BERNICE AND PANSY 


| Instrumental, Songs 
| 10 Mins.; One 
| American (V-P) 

Two personable misses beside « 
piano in a group of musical offer- | 
ings. Pianist doubles on strings, 


other girl playing sax, clarinet and 
flute. 

Act works up, getting peppier en- 
; route. Rube number 
Costumes of a 
might be 


| 
| 
| good getaway. more 


|} becoming pattern em- 


ployed. 


A neut Land. 


deucer, 


| BETTY FELSEN CO. (7) 

| Revue 

| 20 Mins.; Ore and Full (Special) 
| American (V-P) 
Miss) Felsen. 
high 


dancer, does 
toe work, all 


surrounded 


solo 
and 


She 


taps, kicks 


with is 
| by 


ing, 


look- 


and good 
in 


irls, 
a 


Six £ 
and 


young 


male warbler 


dees not make the impression it 
might wit?) better mounting. 
Several numbers please but ek 


punch. No climaxes but smoothts 
running and q lot in its favor. 


| Keenan's divorced wife, 
too much explanatory talk and im- 


in straw farm 


tails. 
Act, while not glaringly economical, | 


made possible a reunion’ with 
played by 
Leah May. Adelyn Bushell, com- 
pleting the cast, is the niece who 
does “straight” as the nurse in the 
scene where Keenan does the testy 
invalid to try his ex-wife’s devotion. 
She comes through in-obvious but 
unnatural manner for a comedy 
clinch. 

The cast is well-balanced and su- 
perior to its assignment. Mr. 
Keenan, of course, gives an excel- 
‘lent account of himself. Abel. 


FIELDER, HARRIETT ard 

HAMILTON 
Song, Dance, Talk. 

18 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 

A trio of young people, two boys 
and a girl, who are emphatically 
there. Have team work, specialty 
talent, and the definite entertain- 
ment knick. Open with two men 
dressed in comedy gob togs, seated. 
Go into cross talk, smaller of men 


doing good natural Hebe, other 
semi-straight. 
Girl walks on and they go into 


low comedy flirtation leading to a 
roughhouse sheik lovemaking bit be- 
tween Hebe comic and strong-arm 
| flapper, girl carrying the vamping 
| to the discomfited gob. This briefly 
'and girl, who is a plump pony trick, 
into a revelation of acrobatic 
| dancing for one of her round figure. 
| She is off as boys sing comedy 
number disclosing strong voices. 
Leads into a dance by the boys 
with girl back in costume change 
| to play sax to their stepping, and | 
| they step in a great variety of} 
styles. Another number and more 
| knockabout by boys, with a dancing 


| goes 


apt to repeat whether the scale is}, 


JOSEPH REGAN (1) 
Songs 

13 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V) 

Joseph (informally programed as 
Joe) Regan is probably the Jay Re- 
gan of a 1921 new act review, evi- 
dencing that this personable tenor 
has had no little experience. He is 
currently heraided as an_ Irish- 
American songster complicated by a 
continental concert tour, notably 
with the Italian Opera Co. of Rome. 
He has been abroad studying for 
three or four years. 

Mr. Regan sings the products of 
Tin Pan Alley, the Hibernian and 
Hebraic traditional airs and simon- 
pure ballads, and does each with 
equal facility and excellence. Pos- 
sibly his weakest—not in. vocal 
quality but creative quality—is the 
opener, a ribald fox-trot song of the 
dance floors. It does not quite be- 
come Regan, whose personality, ad- 
dress and general air denote “class.” 

It is this class, coupled with a 
robustly effective lyric tenor, which 
will carry Regan out of the varieties 
into production or higher. His lyric 
diction and his easy manner evi- 
dence his qualifications for handling 
libretto “lines,” or at least his pos- 
sibilities in that direction. 

Relatively unknown, Regan was a 
heulthy click at the Palace and 
made himself felt from the very 
start. 

Accompanying was Charles Rosoff 
(unbilled), an ivory tickler and 
tempo sustainer of uncommon abil- 
ity. Abel. 


EARL LINDSEY’S REVUE (12) 
35 Mins.; One and Full (special) 
Academy (V-P) 

Will require plenty of work and 
thought before set. Way over time 
and very draggey in spots. 

The first bad” spot is in the 
mammy song when two girls appear 
for a bit ef dancing and then step 
into the tableau, to He down beside 
the singers for the irls-out. It 
looks atrocious. 

Jean Alvin contributes toe work, 
okay but not exceptional. Alvin 
Sisters harmonize and step; Helen 
Miller does an unclimaxed Wobbly 
Walk, a contortionist (mame not 
caught) shows some choice ma- 
neuvers in that department. 

Act looks best in the chorus 
numbers when the eight girls step 
in unison. Routines ordinary, but 
girls look dainty and feminine. With 
the scarcity of girls flashes these 
days this angle commends the act. 

One black-out, the ice man drop- 
ping dead standard, used. Done 
crudely, but still good for a sizeable 
laugh. 

Not much class to act at any point 
but could be whipped into fairly 
good offering with talent included 
at present. Land. 


HANS STEINKE CO. (4) 
Wrestling: 

15 Mins., One and full 
Majestic (V-P), Chicago 

Sold asa name attraction, Steinke, 
world famous wrestler, ought to do! 
pretty well. 
the only marquee billing. 

Act opens with g brief tntroduc- 
tion from one of the other acts on 
the bill. A wrestler, name Judson, 
title holder in Navy athletics dur- 
ing the war, comes out in tights and 
dressing gown to eulogize and in- 
troduce Steinke. 

Steinke, working in shadowed 
lighting effects, gives a muscular 
exhibition, then come some demon- 
strative holds, in which he works 
with Judson. For a comedy angle 
he carries two men of the butter 
and egg varicty. They wrestle and 
box to laughs, and one has an alder- 
manie protuberance that is worth 
he price of admission, 


| Climax when girl returns, this time In the mid-west particularly, 
in semi-tights for another session} where Steinke is well Known, the 
| of whirlwind splits and acrobatics| act figures to have pulling power. 
'and a blackbottom with taps for| Demonstration of reducing exercises 
| fast dancing finale. ; should also have popular appeal. 
No. 3 but could next-to-close al- Loop. 
most any bill of this grade. Hebe at 
hats builds and finish gives zirls| comie has the promise of another| FOUR NIGHTINGALES 
| Herman Timberg. Nothing can aren Songs 
the girl as long as she keeps trained | 6 Mins.; One and Two 
| down. Rush. Wisconsin (Pcts.), Milwaukee 
Breaking in at a house known for 
THREE REODCAPS big stage shows, and working on a 
Acrobats bill that is not up to standard, gave 
Mins.; Full (Special) the Four Nightingales a tough 
| American (V-P) break on their opening week. The 
| Looks like small time English or] sirls, all blondes, have appearance 
| Australian turn. Two men ind| and can sing. <As advertised. girl 
woman, latter working aS man but quartets are few and zood ones ure 
inot overly successful at the dis-| fewer, but here is an act that can 
Avoidance of slipstick and! go anywhere 
| falls conspicuous enough to aitract Open with pop number and swing 
lattention, Act attempts knockabout| into semi-bailad, This could be 
comedy acrobatics mostly faking! climinated for something more re- 
fand not funny. Hence, sum total of] cent. 
entertainment values is not great. One tronbtle, probably due to the 
Following a bad finish, three re-| stage director, was that the girls 
turn for woman to pull wig and] never moved frem a bench Wont 
| something inane about! get more if less statuistie. 
j fooling somebody, Land. Teract. 


Land 


At the Majestic he had | 


- 
ETHEL WATERS and Co. (40) 
Revue 

45 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. V), Chicago 


Condensation of the all colored 
“Africana” revue in which Ethel 
Waters just closed here. One of 
the most pretentious revues ever in 
vaudeville. It has 40 people and ig 
routed for nine weeks in the bigger 
K-A-O houses. 

Drawing power is probiematical, 
Given no exploitation breaks at the 
Palace and played to poorer busi. 
ness than is customary Sunday aft. 
ernoon. Practically colored 
trade. 


In cutting down the 
skits were eliminated, leaving it 
song and dance. A 10-piece colored 
orchestra is carried for pit work. 
Opening in a full-stage plantation 
scene, 12 chorines and seven boys 
with a typical jazz routine, headed 
by Margaret Beckett in male full 
dress. Miss Beckett wears the 
clothes with class and holds impor- 
tant s. and d. spots. She was fol- 
lowed by Edward Pugh, eccentric 
hoofer, who. strutted wearily to 
blues and went off mildly. 


Miss Water's first appearance 
was in a tattered plantation out. 
fit, singing “I'm Coming,  Vire 
ginia.” She had a friendly house 
and her handling of this number 
brought considerable extra recog- 
nition. Later she shocked the fam- 
ily customers by wearing almost 
nothing and going through a series 
of gyrations and grinds identified 
as B B. It seemed a little too Har- 
lem for the local momma and the 
kiddies down front. 

George Staton, short-legged acro- 


revue all 


batic dancer, can do plenty of 
nifties because of his build and 


drew heavy applause. The chorines 
followed with a novelty” routine 
called “Dance of the Cornfield” for 
no apparent reason, but still an 
okay fill-in. A song spot by Alex 
Lovejoy was dropped Sunday after- 


noon, although the round-face 
comic has never missed in this 
town and would have done much 
for the revue. 

“Darktown Romance,” regular 
spooning bit done*via song and 


dance, worked by two couples be- 
fore a cottage drop. It didn't im- 
press and could be dropped out in 
favor of Lovejoy. 

Miss Waters called for requests 
and obliged with a couple. There's 
no doubt as to this gal’s ability 
with blues. Her husky voice and 
understanding delivery can make 
an ordinary number full of torrid 
implications or profound melan- 
choly. 

The seven chorus boys in a fast 
lineup of specialties went over so 
well they were called back for re- 
peats. Closing was a minstrel en- 
semble, introducing a male quartet 
for the first time and bringing out 
more song and dance bits from the 
company. 

Vaudeville seldom gets as big @ 
production as this, and the exploiiae 
tion should be strong Customers 
will be more than satisfied inside 

Loop. 


HAZELLE, KLATOFF and Sand 
(6) 

Music and Dances 

15 Mins.; Full 

5th Ave. (V-P) 


Summed up musically and other- 
wise, especially on the efforts of the 


featured dancers, this act qualifies 
as worthy of either vaude or pice 
ture houses. Many things tn its 
favor. The band is a stringed out- 
fit that knows its tunes. Little 
musical organization has the ap- 


pearance of being a Mex array. And 
they have Americanized their music 


so that one number is hot and 
proved an outstanding number 
Dancers who go in for adagzia 


and Apache both doing exceedingly 
well. Girl is attractive and takes 
some risks. Pleasing well 
staged. Wark. 


TEN EYCK and BOYCE 
Dancing 
17 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Sist St. (V-P) 

Good looking act mainls 
ent upon the man’s dancins 
not much mere than a 
addition. Male pianist ac 
and sneaks over 

Opened running 


depends 
Woman 


is eostume 


pop vocal solo 
the order at this 


fowl 


house and neither fish, flesh or 

in the spot. Set is too attractive 
to be wasted so early. act hasn't the 
punch to make ‘em glad they cime 
early and is not bad enough to be 
totally disregarded. 

More feminine activity and dex- 
terity would be of great aid Min 
| draws thy tyits 

of footwork, finishing in hard 
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Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


BURLESQUE — SPORTS 


FORE 


Eddie Driggs, former Princeton 
athlete who pitches a nasty mashie 
niblick to the pin, and makes it 
stick there, has been working out 
steadily with Mac Smith for the de- 
fense of his amateur metropolitan 
title. This crown will be at stake 
next month, when the good boys 

“hop up to White Plains to trade 
strokes around Fenimore, which 
measures 6,536 yards with a par of 

2. 

. Driggs broke through last year 
to win his first Metropolitan Ama- 
teur. The tutelage of Smith is un- 
derstood to be in the nature of spe- 
cial preparation to ward off the in- 


yvyasion of George Voight, former 


Washington resident, who became 
embroiled with the golf powers last 
summer over his amateur standing. 
The inside impression around New 
York is that there are other ama- 
teurs in the district likewise deter- 
mined. 

Jess Sweetser will be among those 
teeing off at Fenimore. 


Morrison, the Mugg 


Charlie Morrison, K-A agent who 
lost enough dough on the links a 
year ago to convince him that rum- 
my is still a pretty good game, has 
pulled out his spoon again for any- 
thing over 150 yards. Morrison, to 
date, has paid the green fees of 
everybody in the Palace Building 
with just a couple of more to go to 
duplicate the record in the Bond 
Building. 


Schnozzle’s Doubling Rake 


Lou Clayton has been working on 
the bane of his golf existence, Jim- 
my Durante, at Queensboro, but 
can’t convince James that he should 
use wood off the tees. Not even a 
sweet set of matched clubs from 
Lou and Eddie Jackson has changed 
Schnozzle’s mind on the subject, 
Jimmy continuing *to use an iron 
which doubles in his garden as a 
rake. 

They keep track of Jimmy’s pro- 
gress around a course by ear—any 
shot up to 125 yards drawing a 
screech from Jim of “Lou, Lou, 
look!"—and it’s of small conse- 
quence if you happen to be putting 
on an adjacent green. 

Clayton continues to be bothered 
~by those who “blind the hole,” op- 
ponents being forced to climb trees 
and perch silently as he putts. 


Dr. Amey’s Gag 


Dr. A. W. Amey reports a wiz- 
zened Scotch pro down in Miami 
who, when a dub rockets one to the 
clouds, calmly scans the heavens 
and says, “Fore, God.” 


Crowded 

The boys who hop down to 
Salisbury on the week-end to get 
in their weekly round have been 
having their troubles. Recently a 
threesome waited two hours to tee 
off after registering at seven a. m., 
had to carry their own bags and 
finally got around the No. 1 course 
in four hours. This was on a Sun- 
day. 

A twosome also visited the public 
links in Pelham Bay Park on a Sun- 
day, arriving at 7:30 in the morn- 
ing to find their starting number 
819. They didn’t wait. 


Harry Fisher’s Arms 

H. B. Fisher, Jr., among the best 
athletes Williams has ever turned 
out and capable of carrying 345 
yard greens from the tee, had a 3 
at Garden City last week for a 76 
coming to the 18th. He finished 
With a 9 for an 85, to qualify in the 
Second sixteen at this club’s invita- 


tion tourney, while Francis Oufmet 
jokingly prescribed various reme- 
dies on how to cross water. 

Fisher's official handicap is placed 
at 6 in the metropolitan district. 


Schenck Breaks 100 

Benny Thau and Marvin Schenck, 
of the Loew booking office, have 
been struggling around Glen Oaks, 
Schenck breaking 100 and Thau 
still trying. 

Charlie Yates, of the same club 
and agent for the same office, is 
reported having his troubles get- 
ting started. Irving Yates just has 
trouble. 


200,000 Sunday Chasers 
It’s estimated there are 200,000 
pill locaters playing around on any 
fair Sunday in Greater New York 
and on L. I. When rainy, they 
talk it. 


Westchester’s 3 Public Courses 

Westchester county has’ two 
courses in play and will have a 
third late this season. The new one 
is to be west of Central Avenue, 
north of Tuckahoe. Westchester 
Park Commission is not selling sea- 
son permits at $20 as they did last 
year. Now the permit costs $15 and 
covers only five days a week. Satur- 
day play on Mohan@Sic and Maple- 
moor is by daily permit at $1 and 
Sunday at $1.50. 

Reservations may be made for 
Saturday and Sunday by telephone. 
Saturday engagements “re made 
Thursday and Sunday dates are set 
Friday. 


Paramount Golfers 

Proving that golf plays a promi- 
nent part for the making of pic- 
tures, the Paramount studio execu- 
tives in Hollywood staged a golf 
tournament at one of the _ local 
country clubs for the benefit of 
visiting Paramount convention del- 
egates. 

More than 50 entrants partici- 
pated, including the convention del- 
egates, picture stars and studio ex- 
ecutives. L. J. Cushing, assistant 
to S. R. Kent of New York, carried 
away first honors; Lew Markus, 
Salt Lake exhibitor, scored second; 
while M. H. Lewis, stastistician 
from Paramount’s home office, car- 
ried away the booby prize. 

Record of scores could not be 
obtained because Pat Dowling of 
the Christie studios, in charge of 
the tournament, left the cards in 
the caddy house of the club. 


Frankie Genaro Broke 


Frankie Genaro, pugilist, of the 
Broadmoor Hotel, 102d street and 
Broadway, declared himself bank- 
rupt with total debts of $13,911. 
There are no assets. Genaro’s name 
in private life is Frank Di Genaro. 

Principal creditors are Harry 
Klein, $5,000; Brunswick-Balke- 
Collender Co., $3,559; Citizens Fi- 
nance Co., of Hackensack, N. J., 
$1,257; Gertrude Di Genaro, $1,065. 


PUPS ON HORSE TRACK 
Milwaukee, Wis., May 22. 

The doggies will again do their 
stuff in Wisconsin this summer. 
Ruled out of Brookfield because the 
town board would not give the 
Mound Kennel Club a license, the 
promoters have arranged to use the 
horse track at Cedarburgh, 18 miles 
north of here. The hounds will chase 
the rabbit on the County Fair 
grounds there this week, it was an- 
nounced. 


Inside Stuff—Sports 


Mutuel’s Record Broken at Pimlico 
Last week on ‘the day the Preekness Stake was run at Pimlico, the 
mutuels broke the track record for amount of money handled. $1,174,- 
000 went through the windows, just $25,000 more than the former high 


day in 1925. 


The Preekness gives a 


purse of $50,000 and the track 


takes 7% per cent of the gross handled. 
A Fight Yarn 
A fight story was recalled by Hale Hamilton dealing with Sam Lang- 
ford, colored heavyweight, who was matched by Charles Murray, sports’ 


writer on the Buffalo “News,” with another colored contestant. 


Murray 


had instructed Langford to let his opponent “live” for five rounds and 


then go to work in the sixth. 


Langford, true to instructions, took rather a gory lacing for five stanzas 
and then left his corner at the gong, extending his right hand to his 
adversary. The latter and the referee both told Langford that the bout 
Was 12 rounds and that this wasn’t the last, to which Sam retorted, “Well, 


it’s the last for you”—and it was. 


Outdoor ‘aeming has been introduced to Chicago by several country 


clubs. 
On 58th sireet, 


Lakeside Bowling club has been established, near Lake Michigan 
Claim is that “bowling on the green” is growing in favor. 


Bout 


MANDELL RETAINS TITLE 
EASILY BEATS McLARNIN 


Not So Hot—“Baby 
Face” Fades Out as 
Contender 


By JACK PULASKI 


After postponed from Thursday 
the lightweight championship scrap 
etween Sammy Mandell and Jimmy 
“Baby Face” McLarnin was staged ‘ 
at the Polo Grounds Monday even- 
ing, Mandell easily retained his 
worl_l’s title from the apparently 
overrated coast kid. The odds were 
7-5 on Mandell and by the fifth 
ound they were four to one. Sammy 
ad then demonstrated that he could 
handle Jimmy. 

Because of the postponements the 
gate suffered severely. The stands 
on top and below held thousands 
of empty seats. Ringside—there 
were 40 odd rows of that territory 
—appeared about 60 per cent. oc- 
cupied. On the first date of the 
match, Tex Rickard called it off 
about two in the afternoon. At that 
time the sun was trying to break 
through the clouds and later only 
a few raindrops fell. Friday was 
wet and Saturday threatening. The 
damage to the box office came 
through the first postponement. It 
was said the sale amounted to 
$71,000 and that later when hun- 
dreds of ringside tickets were re- 
funded, the advance sale was only 
about $30,000. 

It looked as though Rickard took 
it on the chin, as far as making 
coin with the match went. The fans 
lost interest in the affair and that 
was shown by the poor showing in 
the lowest priced sections. The 
fight was scaled too high, for an- 
other thing, at $16.50 top. The sale 
through the agencies dropped away 
off. Refunds cut the total from that 
source in half. 

A bunch of 250 Chicago sports ar- 
rived in a special train on Thurs- 
day, and when the fight was called 
off, the party demanded a kick back 
on their ducats and entrained for 
Louisville to see the Derby. Many 
Philadelphia fans did the same 
thing. Rickard was forced to buy 
off the smaller fight clubs because 
of the postponements. The Olympic 
show which was slated for 
Saturday and the St. Nicholas Mon- 
day must be paid by him. 


Mandell’s Left 


Mandell was figured to pop Mc- 
Larnin with his left hand at will 
and he did. Sammy used his right 
often too, and several times ap- 
peared to shake Jimmy to his toes. 
“Baby Face” was reputed to carry 
dynamite in either hand. He landed 
with left hooks to the face, but 
never did connect with a right to 
Mandell’s map. The champ was far 
too clever and too fast. Any time 
Jimmy did swing the right, Mandell 
ducked under it. When the 15th 
and fina] round started McLarnin’s 
eyes were swollen and were fast 
closing. 

The crowd didn’t care for Man- 
dell’s system of tieing up the con- 
tender. They want a knockout 
but there was nothing like that 
around, nor anything like,a knock- 
down either. Jimmy’s fistic stock 
dropped without a doubt. When he 
knocked Sid Terriss cold in the first 
round recently, the eastern bugs 
thought he was sure to cop the 
title. 

Against Mandell, Jimmy looked 
like an ordinary mauler. He liked 
to come in close, tuck the left arm 
under Sammy’s right and sock away 
with his right mit to the body. 
That is the most uninteresting style 
of fighting. Jimmy was inclined tu 
use the rabbit punch but Mandeil 
stopped that by holding Jimmy's 
arm high, in close. 

Mandell has not been east since 
he got the title away from Rocky 
Kansas. They said he was too care- 
ful with the crown but certainly 
picked no soft mark In McLarnin 
Out on the Coast they don’t think 
so much of Jimmy. As a feather- 
weight he was a bearcat, but in 
going up Into the lightweight di- 
vision lost his punch, they said out 


there. Looks like they were right. 
Fans Laughed 
Several contenders could have 


given Mandell a better argument for 
the title; Bruce Flowers, the col- 
ored boy, for one. Mandell did most 
of the leading, swarmed all over 
McLarnin, shot many an inside up- 
percut to the blond kid’s face and 
made him miss so often that the 
fans laughed. Sammy would plac« 


his left hand on Jimmy’s face and 
McLarnin would swing away with 


VARIETY 49 


MUTUAL’S 50 MAYBE 


Now Has 49 Shows for Next Season 


As far as present plans shape 
themselves there will be 49 shows, 
and maybe 50, when the new season 
Starts next August, 

The 49th was made possible when 
the Mutual signed a contract with 
Charles Burns to play shows at his 
Irving Place theatre (14th street), 
now offering stock. 

Another new house near New 
York is being considered, which if 
accepted, will run the total up to 
50 houses. 


Stranded in Stamford; 
Alhambra Ordered Shut 


Stamford, Conn., May 22. 

Trouble fell thick and fast on the 
old Alhambra theatre. It resulted 
in stranding of the burlesque show 
playing there and the condemnation 
of the theatre as a fire trap. 

Wednesday Louis Goldfield of 
New York City, running burlesque 
shows and movies at the house, left 
with all the funds. Although the 
show was a flop, the management 
decided to keep it going until at 
least the end of the week. 

The next day the Ritz Film 
company of New Haven laid a 
$200 attachment on the theatre al- 
leged due for films. Friday the 
State fire inspector ordered the 
theatre closed as unsafe. It closed 
after the last performance Satur- 
day. 

The Alhambra is the oldest house 
in Stamford and a well known try- 
out place. It is owned by three 
New York men, Jack Ungerfield, 
Albert Strauss and Robert Lee. 


Dog Trade ’Way Down 


Chicago, May 22. 

Greyhound racing in Chicago, 
even at the principal tracks, has 
taken an unforeseen fall since last 
season. The course of the Illinois 
Kennel club, at Tfornton, played to 
a sparse crowd of 2,000, where 10,- 
000 was the average gate last year. 

Things were slow at Al Capone's 
hawthorne track as well. 

Both tracks are operating under 
court injunctions restraining coun- 
ty law enforcement bodies from 
closing down the tracks as gamb- 
ling devices. 


ORGAN. IN HOMES 


(Continued from page 1) 


under Emil Velazco, the organist at 
the Hammerstein theatre. 

Many of the students who com- 
plete the course are placed in re- 
sponsible movie house jobs. 

Swankiest gesture these days on 
the part of the profession is the 
installation of a pipe organ in the 
home or aparatment. Sigmund 
Romberg signed last week for a 
$20,000 Aeolian for his new apart- 
ment. Harold Lloyd is now having 
one costing considerable more built 
in his Hollywood home. A sales- 
man for the organ concern was re- 
cently dispatched to Hollywood in 
answer to inquiries to line up the 
movie colony business, while in 
New York the Aeolian Company, 
which has never sought the the- 
atre trade is now actively compet- 
ing for that class of organ busi- 
ness. Heretofore it has confined 
itself to home and church installa- 
tions. 


Horace Chase, nephew of Wilson 
Mizner, was killed at West Palm 
Beach, Fla., Saturday in an aero- 
plane accident. Young Chase and a 
local aviator were flying near West 
Palm Beach, when their plane went 
into a tail spin. Both were killed 
in the crash. 


both hands without touching the 
champ. 

One of the prelims furnished an 
interesting result, Sid Barbarian, 
once a contender, being Knocked 
out in the third round by King Tut 


of California. This Tut boy won 
from MeLarnin out on the Coast 
and is to be considered quite a 
boxer, eased one to Sid's jaw 
that dropped the Detroiter on his 
face. He arose but it wasn't long 


before the referee stopped it. 

The semi-final was a six-rounder, 
curtailed in case rain fell. Manuel 
Quintero of Florida got the decision 
from Baby Joe Gans, a likely col- 
ored lightweight from the Coast. 
Gans landed the best blows and the 
mob thought he wen, booing the de- 
cision. Quintero’s leading probably, 
led the judges to decide for him. 


Bowery Stock’s Bust; 
Dirty, but No Biz 


The stock burlesque at the Royale 
Bowery, New York, stranded last 
week when the performers refused 
to give the Wednesday show, not 
having received salary for the pre- 
vious week. 

Salary was due Sunday night. Its 
failure was partially alibied by the 
house manager, who claimed the 
weekly intake had been insufficient 
to pay off but that they would get 
their checks Tuesday. 

This latest collapse at the Royale, 
formerly Miner's Bowery, makes the 
third bust to establish stock bur- 
lesque at the former pioneer bur- 
lesque stand, 

Despite roughing up shows to an 
extent that would ordinarily attract 
police attention, they couldn't drag 
‘em in. 

The Royale is dark. 


Minskys Absorb Harlem 


Hurtig & Seamon-Minsky merger 
of Harlem burlesque interests is 
closed. 

The new arrangement gives the 
Minskys' practical possession of 
Hurtig and Seamon’s Music Hall, 
125th street, for next season, with 
the house renamed Hurtig and Sea- 
mon’s Apollo. Minskys will operate 
with H. & S., having a representa- 
tive there. 

With the merger a merged policy 
of Mutual wheel shows and stock 
burlesque will obtain at the house 
next season, 

Minsky’s Apollo, currently playing 
stock burlesque, will adopt another 
policy next season. ¥ 


Mutual Running Stock 


Walter Reade isn't to operate the 
burlesque stock in the Columbia, 
New York, as first planned, a deal 
having been made with I. H. Herk 
for Mutual to install the stock to 
open there June 18. 

Emmett Callahan will cast the 
show. 

Billy Koud will Stage the num- 
bers. 

The present Columbia runway 
chorus is to be retained. Isabelle 
Van will lead the girls. The run- 
way outfit will also work in the 
stage numbers with the other girls. 


Negro Shows on Bowery 


Colored shows have invaded the 
lower East Side. The first to go 
into the old Bowery regions was 
Dewey Weinglass’ new all-colored 
“Rolling On,” which played a week 
at the Lipzin theatre, the old Lon- 
don, at 235 Bowery. 

Business was encouraging to the 
extent that another Negro troup, 
“Mandy,” was in there. last week, 
Other Negro Cos. are now lining 
up dates at the Lipzin. 

It is understood that the nearby 
People’s theatre will also book in 
colored shows. Gertie Saunders hag 
joined the Weinglass show as a 
principal, This outfit has now taken 
to the road. 


SHOWS CLOSING 


dates of the re- 
maining Mutual shows are as fole- 
lows: “Lafirn’ Thru,” Sol Manheim’'s 
show, winds up June 4 at the Co- 
lumbia, Cleveland; Henry P. Dixon's 
“Big Revue” closes at the Columbia, 
New York, June 9; Eddie Sullivan's 
‘“Dimpled Darlings” closes at the 
Columbia, New York, June 16, 


Final closing 


EMPIRE’S DRAMATIC STOCK 


Joseph E. Shea has taken over 
the Empire, Brooklyn, for the sum- 
mer, and dramatic stock will start 
May 28 with “The Barker.” 

Stock is in until August, when 
the house reverts to Mutual bur- 
lesque. 


Mutual’s Summer Publicity 

An active publicity campaign has 
been mapped out by I. H. Herk and 
red McCloy, Mutual circuit pub- 
licist. 

Mutual propagunda will be sent 
out all summer to those cities where 
theatres will play Mutual shows 
next season. 


Burlesque Routes 


Week of May 28 

my, Pittsburgh. 
avety, Montreal. 
Revue—Columbia, Cleveland, 
Empire. Toledo, 
r Babiee—Columbia, N. Y¥. C. 
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VARIETY 


PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 


Shows carrying numerals such as (20) or (21) indicate opening this 
week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. 


THIS WEEK (May 21) 
NEXT WEEK (May 28) 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signines act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 
include in classification picture policy with vaudeville or 


Pictures 


presentation as adjunct. 


GERMANY 
impire pire 
Month of May Contrasts Rev | Dracula 
BERLIN Faun 
Alt-Bayern Wilma Gentz 


Paul Erdtmann 

IL & V Geisel 

Casati 

Hans Reimann 

Clairy & Arno 

Peter Pfeiffer 

Lotte Werkmeister 

Willy Rosen 
Barberina 

Maru 

Andre 

Dorett Relms 

Belar 3% 

4 Popoffs 

Sandy Hopkina 

Fila & Sati 

Steiner & I Andre 

Yvonne Alfonso 

Baby Milford 

Otto Steiger 

Zelie & C Anthony 

Charlott Casino 

Fritz Grunbaum 

Fritz Schrecker 

Manny Ziener 

Metelka-Mensing 

Cc Fuss & C Clairy 

Josef Baar 

Harvey Sis 

Bonita Berol 

Else Saldern 

Fritzi Sioli 

Bidi Grun 

Nicholson 

Marina de Goyeska 


C Giampietro 
Gerda Lassner 


For next week (27) or (28) 


Anita Leschik 
Fritz Junkermann 
Viola Estrella 
Ulpts & Hella 
2 Cerestos 
Robt Starr 
Dora Doritt 
Meran 
William Berner 
Henry Vorenzen 
Tlse Walten 
Monto & Videa 
Erla Valero 
Kathi Reich 
Apara 
Scala 
Anena : 
Wally Marelly 
4 Castles 
Hermann Strebel 
Juli-Fernan 
Bells C Gladiatoren 
C Luftstensation 
Tommy Long 
Miss Marifah 
Lilly & E Schwarz 
Poncherrys 
Wien-Berlin 
Ral Golnikoft 
Fritz Berger 
Edith Karin 
Kurt Lucas 
La Haryta y Enriq 
Frarcis Dorny 
Magda Welten 
Willy Prager 
Mutt & Jeff 


PARIS 
Week of May 21 


Ambassadeurs 
Waring’s Penn Or 
John & B West 
Nesbit Bros 
Eveiyn Hoey 
Mary Leigh 
Frances Gershwin 
Basil Howes 
Katheryn Ray 
Morton Downey 
Eleanor Shaler 
8 Eddies 
Joan C Wardell 
Darrieux Orch 
Pearson Bros 
Muriel Harrison 
Myrio Desha & B 

Bobino 

Georgel 

Gesky 
Bianco Bachicha 
Miss Tamara 
Arthos 

Siegel 

Helder Tr 

Tarel 

Jane Stick 
Trianeras 4 

Kmptre 
Harmony Kings 
Rebla 


Djounk 
Teremin's Radio 


Gomez 3 
Schaeffer's Midgets 


Olivieri 7 
Little Bara 
Zetty 


Isavyeff Sis 

Lydia Syria 

Stervel 

Frick Jean 
Medrano 


Albert Carre 

Pescucci 

Fidji 3 

Macett Courtault 

Dario-Bario Co 

Cairoli-Porto 
Olympia 

Yvonne George 

Francomy 

Mug Reimones 

Riandreys 

Laurenzo 

Ferneval 

Wellmon 2 

Tilly Bette 

4 Hits 

Naitto 

Georgette Roger 

Toual Chinese Tr 

Liviers 

Cartis & Yolande 

Benelli 


LONDON 
Week of May 21 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Mercenary Mary 
HACKNEY 
Empire 
Charton’s Mar'n'tes 
Jean Florian 
Johnnie & Bobbie 
May Henderson 
Bromova’'s Co 
Dorothy Ward 
uy Laurier 
April Lyric 
LONDON 
Alhambra 
Jovers 
Leslie Weston 
Jones & Thomas 
Bernt & Ptnr 


Talbot O'Farrell 
Mounters 
Coliseum 
Misquette & Maxly 
Naughton & Gold 
Johnny Marvin 
GS Melvin 
Gladdy Sewell 
Victoria Palace 
Gracie Fields 
Burr & Hops 
Victoria Giris 
7 Hindustans 
Toni Farrell 
St Vincent Sis 
Otway Bros 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Paint & Powder Rv 
STRATFORD 


Levoie & Moran Empire 
Will Hay Poor Papa Rev 
ENGLAND 
ABERDEEN Royal 
H. M, The Desert Song 
Samson LEICESTER 
Varieties Palace 
ARDW’'K GREEN | Young Bloods Var 
Empire LIVERPOOL 


Harry Herbert 
Pierrotys 

Lewis Davenport 
Zetta Mor 

Terry Wilson 
Suthe: 
Houston Sis 
BikMINGHA™M 


Empire 


ives & Dodd 


Safety First Rev 
Grand 
Whitebird'’s Rev 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand 
Whispering Gallery 


Opera House 
The Crooked Billet 
Palace 
The Super Splinters 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 

Odd Lots Rev 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome 
Poli« e Force 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
Hit the Deck 
CHATHAM 
Empire 
Huxter Bros 
CHISWICK 
Empire 
The Test People 
DUNDEE 
King's 
Keep Dancing Rev 
GLASGOW 
Alhambra 
That's a Good Girl 
Empire 
One After Another 
HANLEY 
Grand 
Boys Will Be Boys 
LEEDS 
Empire 
Doiil's Eye Rev 


Empire 
Lido Iady Rev 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome 
Keane & Whitney 
Lily Morris 
Derkas 
Wish Wynne 
Paige & Jewett 
Rich & Galvin 
Ayro Wheel 
Stetson 
Palace 
The Terror 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Jack Hylton Bd 


Ruby Sis 
Norah Morrts 
Wengiler bros 
Yat-Sen 

Fred Hutchings 


NEWPORT 
Empire 


Formiby's Nite Out 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Syd Roy's Co 

Jerry Co 


Collinson & Jean 
Ardell 
Christo & Strand 
Royal 
The Acquittal 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
Mould’g Out Apple 
SALFORD 
Palace 


Go 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Quest 
SHEPRH’RDS BUSH 
Empire 
Kh 


aki 
SOUTHSEBA 
King’s 


Dreambirds Rey 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (19) 

“Russiana”’ Unit 

Walt Roesner 

Capitolians 

Linda 

Lime 3 

Rose Valyda 

H'py Go L’ky Boys 

Frank Seifert 

Capital Choir 

“White Sister’ 


(26) 
‘Crinoline v Jazz’ U 
Walt Roesner 
Capitolians 
‘L'gh Clown 

Paramount (19) 
“Flapperetctes’ U't 


Ford Marshall & J 
Keo Tokio & Yokin 
Julia Ray 
Marshall Rogers 
Rialto (21) 
Billy Rolls 
2 Bad Boys 
Senate (20) 
‘Sunshine Days’ U 
Art Kahn Bd 
Van & Schenck 
Sally Sweet 
Gene Sheldon 
Gould Dancers 
‘E’sy C'me E'sy Go’ 
Sheridan (21) 
Verne Buck Bd 
Tabor & Green 


lains 


Hillside 


1560 Broadway 


Playing in This Vicinity 
May 21st Week 


JONES and JONES—LOEW’S, White 


PEREZCARO SISTERS—LOEW'S 


MEXICAN REVUE—Grand 


HELEN HONAN and HER FOLKS— 
RITZ, Port Richmond 


“LA FERIA’’—State, Elizabeth 
Direction of 


ALF T. WILTON 


Bryant 2027-8 


Paul Ash 
Paul Small 
Foster Girls 
Rio Bros 
Helen Kane 
Milton Watson 
Lully Mealey & C 
Billie Gerber 
‘Something H'p'ns’ 
(26) 
‘Seeing Things’ U't 
Les Klicks 
Castleton & Mack 
Joe Rose 
John Maxwell 
Felicia Sorel Girls 
Paul Ash 
“The Dragnet” 

Rialto (19) 
Joseph Wetzel 
Carl Bitteri 
‘Steamboat Bill Jr’ 

Rivoli (19) 
Ch'ri'tte Woodruff 
Hermandez 3 
Nanette Barr 
“Ramona” 

Roxy (19) 
Joyce Coles 
Patricia Bowman 
Nicholas Daks 
32 Roxyettes 
Helen Eck 
Clyde Cottam 
Jacques Cartier 
Adelaide De 
“Don't Marry”’ 

Strand (19) 
Streets of N Y’ U 
Leon Navara 
Novello Bros 
George Lyons 
Peggy English 
2 Black Dots 
6 Rivoli Girls 
“Yellow Lily” 


Tee Sis 
Ned Weyburn Girls 
Doug Wright Co 
Charles Calvert 
Brown & Bailey 
“Lady Re Good” 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (21) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Watts & Hawley 
Peggy Eames 
Jess Libonati 
Capitol (21) 
Del Lampe Bd 
Jue Fong 
Lewfs & Anes 
Tokio Boys 
Chicago (21) 
‘Roman Nights’ U't 


1i Spitainy Bd 
Tou Kosiloft 
Roy Cropper 
Phyliss Rae 
Ilassiter Bros 
Lilies of the Field 
“Skyscraper” 

, Granada (19) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Joe Frisco 
Walter Walters Co 
Hiauser 


Harding (20) 
“Dixie Flyer’ Unit 
Al Belasco Bd 
Bros 
J'zz Lips Rich'ds'n 
Evans & Mayer 
Gould Dancers 
“Big City’ 

Murbro (19) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Hungarian Tr 
Shirley & Adams 


LeVan & Doris 

Barton & Raven 
Norshore (20) 

“Mission Hells’ 


Al Kvale Bd 
Carr Family 
hilly Carpenter 
Roy Rogers 
Alice Weaver 
‘Acr’ss to Sing'p’re’ 
Oriental (20) 
‘Top of World’ 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Walt Nillson 
Ginger Rogers 
Sanna & Earlyn 
Bennett Bros 
‘Diamn’'d Handc'ffs’ 
Regal (19) 


U't 


Clifton & Brent ' 
Cecelia Blair 
Lydia Harris 


Stratford 

2d half (24-26) 
M Hillblum Bd 
Emerson & B'ldwin 
Davy Jones 
Ernie & Fisher 
Murphy Sis ff 
Delano Dell 


Tivoli (21) 
‘‘Taka-Chance”’ U’t 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
Ritz Bros 
Jesse Crawford 
Bernard DePace 
Marjorie Maxwell 
Milo Luka 
‘E'sy C’me E'sy Go’ 

Uptown (21) 
‘Pagoda Land” U’t 
F Masters Bd 
Adler Weil & H 
Gus Mulcay 
Irene Taylor 
Chester Hale Bal 
‘L’g'n of C'nd’mn’d’ 

ATLANTA, GA, 

Howard (25) 
‘R’'d H't C’p’rs’ U't 
Janet Sis 
H’tchins & H’llwy 
Helen Kennedy 
Clifton & DeRex 
8 Goulds 
BALTIMORE, MD. 

Century (21) 
Ted Claire 
Bert Nagel 
Omar 
A Rasch Girls 
Hearst Bros 
Patterson 2 
Kernoff & Marie 
Roy Walman 
‘Acr’ss to Sing'’p’re’ 

(28) 


“Follies” Unit 
“Dragnet” 
New 
Alphonse Berg's Rv 

Maury Leaf 

“The Rat” 

Stanley 

Pep Kaufman 

Al Q Ray Samuels 

Chas Rozella 

Markell & Faun 

Colette Sis 

M Vadie Dancers 

Moe Baer Bd 

“Gorilla” 

BIRM’GH'M, ATA. 
Alabama (25) 

‘Arabian Nights’ U 

Heller & Riley - 

2 Black Dots 

Zastrow & White 

Viola Rocketts 

BOSTON, MASS, 

Metropolitan (18) 


‘Seeing Things’’ U 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


Sw’'t Wm & Bad B 
Vitaphone Joe Verdi 


“Lion and Mouse” 
CLEVELAND, 0. 
Allen (19) 
“Hey Hey” Untt 

Stubby Gordoa 

Jack Powell 

Frank DeVoe 

Jim Steiger 

Kazoo Chorus 

Gibson Sis 

“Harold Teen” 
(26) 

“Rio Romance” 

“Street of Sin” 


COLUMBUS, O, 


Ohio (26 
“Hey Hey” 
“The Crowd” 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (26) 
Mikado of Jasx’ U 

Darling 2 

Arch Cannoa 
Bob LaSalle 
Evelyn Vee 
Willard Andelta 
8 Mikado Girls 
Kimawa Tr 


“Havana” 
Geo D Washington 
Boris Petroff Giris 
Al Mitchell 
Wally Jackson 
Coster & Hewlett 
Dorothy Berke 
Marion Naki 
Hadji 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol (25) 
‘Treasure Ships’ U 
V & B Stanton 
Walter Mitchell 
A Bloom 
Felicia Sorrell Co 
Pirate Boys 


Town” Unit 
H MacDonald Bd 
Mirth Mack 
Toots Novello 
Crandall & Marley 
Healy & Clifford 
Tom Leahy 
“60-50 Girr”’ 


(26) 
Paul Whitemar Bd 


Grand Riviera (20) 
‘Havana Filled’ D’t 
Monk Watson 
Keystone Ser 
Foster & Seamon 
Meyers & Tudor 
“The Circus” 
Michigan (19) 
‘Rio Romance” U’t 
Del Delbridge Syn 
Cansinos 
Amata Grassi 
Paul Kieman 
Joe Penner 
Ienora Dancers 
“Yellow Lily” 


(26) 
“Knick Knacks” U 
Del Delbridge Bd 
Van & Schenck 

State (19) 
‘Hip Hip Hooray’ U 
Roy Sedley 
Patsy Griffin 
Roxy La Rocca 
Seb Meza 
Clark Morefl Co 
Collins & Peterson 
Roma Bros 
“Walking Back” 

(26) 

W Bastian 
Roy Sedley 

3 Westergards 

Fay & Milligan 
Frankie Morris 
Horton & Spurr _ 
Zeb Meza 

FY. WORTH, TX. 

Worth (25) 
“Hande Up” Unit 
Gould Synco Cops 
Duff 


Delso Retter 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (25) 
“High Lights” U’t 
Shirley Louise 
Helen McFarlané 
Masse & Die 
Hurley 

Foster Girts 


IND’P’OLIS, IND. 
Palace 


(26) 
Frank Corbett 
Kendall Capps 
“Ramona” 


IRVINGTON, N. J. 
Sanford (20) 
Ray Nichols Ba 
Ellen & Lorraine 
Jerome & Mills 
Ross & Roberts 
Night of Mystery’ 
JERSEY . CITY 
Stanley (19) 
Charlie Melson Bd 
Lee Sis 
Wayburn's Chicks 
Douglas Wright Co 
Brown & Balley 
“Drums of Love” 


Gaucho” 


LOS ANGELES 

Boulevard (18) 
Lynn Cowan 
Rolley & Ogden 
Moron! & Warner 
Frank Sterling 


Martha Vaughao 
Larry Vale 
Wallice Stewart 
Alice Finn 
Alice Swanson 
“The Dragnet” 
Million Dollar (17) 
Lime House Nights 
Hughes & Smoot 
Steve Savage 
Huff & Griifith 
Maxine & Doreen 
H'liywood Beauties 
“Street of Sin" 
United Artists 
(Indef) 
Dion Romandi Or 
Manuel Emanuel 
Francis White 
James- Burroughs 
8 Men Singers 
“Gaucho” 
Uptown (21) 
Vitaphone 
“The Actress” 
Warner Bros. (21) 
I. Ceballos Pres 
Jimmie Clemens 
Eileen Marcy 
H & D Downing 
Rogues 
Tommy Atkins 6 
Sally & Ted 
C Bakalienikoff Or 
Vitaphone 
“Lion & Mouse” 
MW’LW’UKEE, 
Miller (21) 
Evers & Greta 
Jerome 
Graham & Golden 
Ba 


Speaker Lewis 

Minnie Allen Co _ 

NEWARK, N. J. 
Branford (19) 

Eddie Moran 

Julia Gerrity 

M & B Claire 

6 Banjo Daisies 

Billie Claire 

Mignonettes 

8 A Kaufman Girls 

Les Stevens 

“60-50 Giri’ 
Mosque (19) 

Vitaphone 

‘Sh'p’d K’m Come’ 

NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Sherman (21) 

Vitaphone 

‘Way Down East’’ 
Olympia (18) 

“Bunny Skies’ Unit 

Al Mitchell 

Jazz Jesters 

“Hold ’Em Yale”’ 

N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (25) 

Merry Widow Rev 

Virginia Johnsoa 

Joseph Griffin 

Accent & Jenesko 

Sorel Co 

Royal 4 

Runaway 4 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Riviera (25) 


“Blue Plate’? Unit 


Koehler & Edith 
Lorraine Tumler 
Gordon & King 
Long & Small 
Mutt & Jeff of D 
Meyers & Hanford 


Glorious Glorias 
Hunter & Percival 
Meehan & Newman 
Ethel Walker 
Helen Stephens 
“The Escape” 
Fay’s (21) 
Marina & Mona Rv 


Fox's (21) 
Buck & Bubbies 
Ormand Sts 
Borrah Minevitch 
“French Dressing” 

Stanley (21) 
“In Bermuda” Unit 
Madelyn Killeen 
Liebling Singers 
Wiillams & Dougl’s 
Buddy Page Bd 
8 Revelers 
Sully & Kogan 
Walters & Ellis 
‘Partners in Crime’ 
PITTSBURGG, PA. 


Tommy Wonder 

Coscia & Verdi 

Lett Sts & Louise 

Foster Girls 

Téddy Joyce 

“Circus Rookies’ 
(28) 

“Kat Kabaret” U't 
“Garden of Eden” 
Stanley (21) 
"Venetian Nights’ U 

Hil’s Beaus 

Phil Spitalny Orch 
Berinoff & Eulalie 
3 Whirlwinds 
Georges Defranne 
Kitty McLaughlin 
BWdward Abbano 
Grace Yaeger 


Eddie Hill 
Roy Shelton 
"Dragnet" 


St. Francis (19) 


M Brambilla Bd 
“The Circus” 
Warfield (19) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Arline’s Seals 
Dagmar & 
Woods Miller 
Arline Langan 
Jimmy Fawcett 
“Steamboat Bill” 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Ambassador (19) 
“Hula Blues” Unit 
Ed Lowry 
“Broken Dreams” 
Missouri (19) 
Up in Air’ Unit 
Freddy Bernard 
Chas Irwin 
“Lone Eagle” 
State (19) 
“Old Madrid” Unit 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Jimmy Savo 
Kenda!l Capps 
Lillian Roth 
Frank J Corbett 
*“Rose-Marie” 
(26) 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Gilda Gray 
‘The Devil Dancer’ 


SYRACUSE, N. ¥. 
State (26) 
“Swanee Moon” 
‘Acr’ss to Sing’ p’re’ 
W’SHINGTN, D.C, 
Karle (19) 
‘Song & Dance’ U’t 

Jack Pepper 
Charlie Wilkins 
Vivienne Glenn 
Jay Seiler 
Monoff Gifford 
“Harold Teen” 

Fox (19) 
Libby Holman 
Kamerofft 
Eleanor Powell 
Owen & Anderson 
Morgan & Stone 
Birdie & Norway 
S J Stebbins Pres 
Oumansky Ballet 
Meyer Davis Sny 
Leon Brusiloff 
Carpenter's Bd 
“The Escape” 

Palace (19) 
“Bowery Follies’ U 
Publix Pres 
Edgecomb 4 
Mario & Lazarin 
Ross Sis 
Johnny Special 
Ruth Denise 
P Remos’ Midgets 
Wesley Eddy 
“The Patsy” 


(26) 
“Flapper” Unit 
“Singapore”’ 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
erican 

ist half (28-30) 
Murand & Girton 
Kessler & Morgan 
Harrison-Moss 
Pat Daly Co 
June & Jo 


2a half (31-3) 
Royal Sidneys 
Sands & Doone 
Al B White 
Gilbert & Avery Rv 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum 
ist half (28-30) 


“LYONS & LYONS 


Intimate Chats 


Productions 


Our 


Mr. Arthur Lyons is 


dally contracting talent for 


productions. 
musical 
you're after. 


See us for that 
comedy 
We always need 


or revue 


talent and can place it to 


best advantage. 


LYONS & 


| 


PARAMOUNT BLDG NEW YORK 


LYONS 


Green & Parker 
Kate & Wiley 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Wilson Aubrey 3 
Ray & Kay Morris 
Jim & B Morris 
Jim Burchill Girls 
Fred Morton 
Nick & G Verga 
Gordon & Pierce 
(Two to fill) 


Boulevard 

ist half (28-30) 
Frank Shields 
Wheeler & Potter 
Romaine & Castle 
Happiness Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Murand & Girton 
Kessler & Morgan 
Flo Lewis Co 
Norton & Brower 
Marvel Co 

Commodore 

Ist half (28-30) 
Zelda Bros 
Harry Kay 
Dewey & Rogers 
Konosan 
Mason & Gwynne 
Maritza Wedding 

2d half (31-3) 
Bartholdi Sis 
Joe Cogert 
Amoros & Jeanette 
Mastin & R Rev 


Ist half (28-30) 
M Hallick Boys 
Murray & Irwin 
Arnold & Dean 
Penny Reed & Gold 
Donals Sis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Worden Bros 
4 Pages 
Bond & Trent 
Demarest & Deland 
(One to fill) 

Grand 

ist half (28-36) 
Lima 3 
Beth Marsh 
Al B White 
Will Higgie Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
3 Castles 
Howard & Bennett 
Mason & Gwynne 
Lane’ster & L'ming 
N T G's Girls 

Greeley Sq. 

Ist half {28-30) 
Peters & LeBuft 
Bartol 
Bond & Trent 
Bob Fisher 
Demarest & Deland 
Iola Menzelli Co 


Tuesdays 


723 7th Ave. 
New York 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 


TAILOR, 908 Walnut St. Phila. 


Gene Rodemich Bd 
“Fools for Luck” 
State (21) 
Fowler & Tamara 

Lane Sis 
“Drums of Love” 
(28) 


Harry Fox Co 
Violet Joy Girls 
“The Patsy” 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (19) 
‘Knick Knacks’ U‘t 

Pasquali Bros 
Winfred & Mille 
M & M lee 
Llora Hoffman 
Yoster Girls 
I¥erbert Straub Or 
“Ramona” 

Great Lakes (20) 
Day at Circus 

A & M Havel 
Clif?’ & Radcliff 
Carl Rosini Co 


Fess Williams Bd 


“Acrogs Atlantic” 
Carthay Ciroele 
(Indef) 


Movietone 


Chinese (Indef) 
Northern Lights 
Chief Capolican 
Arnold Blacknee 


Ann Pennington 
Ted & Jack Date 
Jim Willis 

“Ligh Clown W/gh” 


State (TS) 


“Showdown” 


Benny Rubio 


Serova Dancers 
Fannie Ward 
“Yellow Lily” 
PR’VIDENCE, 


Jack DeRell Co 
Luckie & Raymond 
Black & O’Donnell 
Alice Diaz & P’w'rs 
“Harold Teen” 

Tx. 


"Russian Kevels’ U 
L & F Berkoff 


LeGrohs 
Myrtle Gordon 
Era Thoratoa 


(One to Gil) 


2d half (31-3) 
Dainty Ethel Marie 
Marjorie Burton 
O'Neill & Vermont 
Arnold & Dean 
Henry Fink 
Jose Bohr Co 

Lincoln Sq. 

Ist half (28-30) 
Pauli Bros 
Miller & Petorson 
N & G Verga 
Patty Reat Bros” 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Page & Klass 
Rubini & Rosa 
Pat Daley Co 
Sid Townes 
Fay Elliott & King 

National 

lst half (28-30) 
Jungieland 
Howard & Bennett 
Steppe & Pierce 
Supper Club 


Royal Sidneys 
Ferris & Eilis 
Vic Plant Co 
Henry Fink 
Marvel Co 
2d half (31-3) 

Selma Braatz Co 
June & Jo 
Mamma in the Box 
Carney & Jean 
Bert Collins & Co 

State (28) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Welch & Hills 4 
Greta Ardine & T 
Sally Fields 
Oscar Stang Orch 
(One to fill) 


Victoria 
ist half (28-30) 
Will Morris 
Jane & G Rodgers 
Nielson & Warden 
Bobby & King 
Night at Coney Isl 
2d half (31-3) 
Lime 3 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Vic Plant Co 
Harry Hines 
Will Higgie Girls 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
ist half (28-30) 
Raymond Pike 
Bernice & Pansy 
Sparling & Rose 
Leff & Demarests 
(One to fill) 
2a half (31-38) 
Will Morris 
Emil Boreo 
Patty Reat Bros 
(Pwo to fill) 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (28-30) 
Selma Braatz Co 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Casey & Warren 
Carney & Jean 
Perescaro Sis Rev 
2d half (31-3) 
Summers 2 
Beth Marsh 
Nielson & Warden 
Earl Faber Co 
Night at Coney Isl 
Melba 


Ist half (28-30) 
Jim & Betty Page 
(Others to fill) 
Metropolitan (28) 
Hack Mack & Co 
Bernard Weber Co 
Jack LaVier 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Caites Bros 
Raccooners 

Oriental 

Ist half (28-30) 
Ed Mulcahy 
Nevins & Gordon 
Norton & Brower 
Gilbert & Avery Rv 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-8) 
Petters & LeBuff 
Konosan 
Green & Parker 
Ferris & Ellis 
Mildred Andre Co 

Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Salina’s Circus 
Sherman & Ryan 
Irving & Topsy 2 
Sim Moore & Pal 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Zelda Bros 
3 Keena Sis 
Richy Craig Co 
Lola Menzelli Co 
(One to fill) 

Premier 

Ist half (28-30) 
Aerial LaVails 
Billie Richmond 
Emil Boreo 
E Phillips Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Kate & Wiley 
Murray & Irwin 
Wheeler & Potter 
Raymond & Cav'rly 
Dolan & Bonger Rv 

Universal 

Ist half (28-30) 


Bobby Randall 
Dolan & Bonger Rv 
{One to ally. 
2d half (31-3) 
Gus Edwards Rev 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (28) 
LeRays 
Natalie Ait Co 
McLaughlin & E 


= 


Bob Mills 
Pali'sa Serenaderg 
Calvin & O'Connor 
K T Kuma & (‘9 
HOBOKEN, N. J, 
Lyric 

Ist half (28-30) 
Bartholdi Sig 
Grant & Lee 
Jean Rhodes 


JUST 


226 West 47th 


PLACED 


MURPHY BROS. 
HARRY DELMAR REVUE 


Opening This Week 


Joe—LEDDY & SMITH—FEd. 


St., Suite 901 


Nelson's Catland 
Helen Moretti 


Al Herman 
Carnival Venice 


Loow’'s 

Ist half (28-30) 
3 Kitchens 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Harry Hines 
Jim Burchill Girls 
(One to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
Frank Shields 
Jane & G Rodgers 
Leon & Dawn 
Steppe & Plerce 
Supper Club 
BIKM’GH’M, ALA. 

Loew's (28) 
Rose Kress 3 
Creighton & Lynn 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Lander Bros & IL 
Dave White Hawks 

BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheun (28) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Stanley & Ginger 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
BUFFAIA, N. Y. 

State (28) 
Alexand'r Bros & E 
Lucille Benstead 
O'Donnell Blair Co 
Zelaya 
Private Slack 

CANTON, O. 

ist half (28-30 
Gaynor & Byron 
Art Gillham 
Nola & W St Clair 
Lew Kelly Co 
Freeborn's Follies 

2d half (31-3) 
Dault & LaMar 
Michel 
Wilbur Riley & T 
Sunshine Sammy 
Mixed Pickles 
CLEVELAND, O. 

Granada 

Ist half (28-30) . 
H Girard's Ens 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
5 Maxellos 
Cynthia & Claire 
Yoeman & Lizzie 
Bobby Henshaw 
Parker Babb Orch 

Park 

1st half (28-30) 
5 Maxellos 
Cynthia & Claire 
Yoeman & Lizzie 
Bobby Henshaw 
Parker Babb Orch 

2d half (31-3) 
H Girard’s Ens 
(Others to fill) 

St: 28) 
Hammer & H'mer 
Clark Morrell Co 
A & L Barlowe 
Collins & Peterson 
Casino De Paris 

COLUMBUS, O. 

State (28) 

3 Golfers 
Lydia Harris 
Frank Melino Co 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Morris & Shaw 
Ruth Elder 

L. I. 


aza 

1st half (28-30) 
Palerme’s Dogs 
Rubini & Rosa 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Faber & McIntyre 
Pirote Queen 

2d half (31-3) 
Jungleland 
Bartol 
H & H Langton 
Casper & Morrissey 
Jeanne Fuller Rev 
EVANSV’LE, IND. 

Ist haif (28-30) 
McDonald 3 
Frisch Rector ,& T 
Jack Janis Co 
Bedini & Arthur Co 
Dillon & Marg'rite 

2a half (31-3) 
Four Sidneys 


Harlequin 
(One to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Sam from Alabam 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX, 
Houston (28) 
Winnie & Dolly 
4 Mariners: 
Bob O'Neill Co 
Yorke & O’Brien 
Marion Wilkens Co 
JAMAICA, L. 
Hillside 
Ist half (28-20) 
Summers 2 
4 Pages 
Flo Lewis Co 
Casper & Morrissey 
N T G'S Girls 
2d half (31-3) 
Dixie 
Walton & Brandt 
Bobby & King 
G & P Magley Rev 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN, 
Loew's (28) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Frank Whitman 
Princeton & Yale 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Perry Mansfield Rv 
MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew's (28) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Frank Mullane Co 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Chas & G Keating 
Bragdon Morrissey 
Shaw Carroll Rev 
NEWARK, N. Jd. 
State (28) 
3 Nitos 
Jean Joyson 
Wally Sharples Co 
O’Dunn & Day 
Cyclone Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (28) 
3 Lonefields 
Will J Ward 
Wedding Ring 
Smith & Allman 
Strelska LaRue Rv 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (28) 
Brosius & Barton 
B & H Skatelle 
Robison & Pierce 
Runaway 4 
Marino & Mona Rv 
PALISADES P’RK 
(28) 
Casting Campbells 
Martinis 
(Two to fill) 
PITTSBURGH, PA, 
Aldine (28) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Edith Bohiman 
Pepito 
Oscar Lorraine 
Rainbow Rev 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Loew's (28) 
Alex Melford 3 
Fain & Dunn 
Janet of France 
Sam Hearn 
McKee O'Connor R 
WOODRAV'N, 
Willard 
ist (28-30) 
3 Castles 
Dixie 4 
ITeon & Dawn 
L’ne'st'r & Leem'g 
Jeanne Fuller Rev 
2d half (31-3) 
Pauli Bros 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Nevins & Gordon 
Romaine & Castle 
Slaves of Melody 
YONKERS, N. 
Loew's 
Ist half (28-30) 
Worden Bros 
Fred Morton 
Hall & H Langton 
Stutz & Bingham 
G& P Magiey Rev 
2d half (31-3) 
Aerial LaVails 
Heien Moretti 
Sim Moore & Pal 
(Two to fill) 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Pantages 


NEWARK, N. J. 

Newark (28) 
Emil Knof Bro 
Cunninghain & B 
4 Flashes 
Telephone Tangle 
Bob Albright 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand 
Ist half (28-30) 
3 Olympians 
Edison & Gregory 
Roy La Pearl 
Dance a la Carte 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Pantages (28) 
Raym'nd & Geneva 
U's & Clark 
H’yd'n Man'g & H 
Caranas & Barker 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (28) 
6 Brachards 
Ballet Caprice 
Rodero & Maiev 
Shadoweraph 
(One to fill) 
TOLEDO, O. 
Rivoli (28) 
Hanlon Bros 


Adrian 


W H Groh 
Kelly & Jackson 
Green & Austin 


Broadway Bits 

Margaret Force 

INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (28) 


Siems 
Jack & J Walker 
Robert Reilly 
Exposition 4 
Weise 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (25) 
Redford & Wallace 
Radiology 
Mason Dixon Rev 
Billy Gilbert 
BUTTE, MONT. 
Temple (28) 
Les Jardys 
Mack & Tivolt 
Pallet Pancers 
Rowland & 
Paul Rahn 
Margaret vel 
SPOKANE. 
Pantage~ 
Mary Zoli 
H'ehton Whitn’y 
Elsie Williams 


Dorothy 
Mabel M 


PA! 


160 | 


Mabel T: 
Maria R 
Edm’'nds 
3 Orento 
SAN FI 
Panta: 
Bud Sny 
Irving & 
Ray mone 
Jubal Ex 
Wilson 
Edge & 
A 
Pantay 
Cody 5 
Glady A 
Mariah 
Lord & 
Havemar 
SAN DII 
Pantag 
Gloria D 
Lum & | 


Hayes & 
Rutledge 
Paradise 
(Two to 
2d hal 
Rainbow 
Melody C 
Dale & E 
(Two to 
Bel 
Ist half 
Royal Pe 
Howard é 
(Three tc 
2d hal 
Nawahi 
(Others t 
Engl 
Ist halt 
Smith Co 
Burt & IL 
(Three tc 
2d hal 
Wallace 
Teddy Be 
Padgett 
(Two to 


ist half 
Neilson & 
Claudia ¢ 
(Three to 
2d halt 
Van De \ 
(Others t 
DAVENP 
Car 

Ist half 
Fid Gord 
J&WH 


Joe 
Nite 


Phill 
at ¢ 


half 
Loc kett 
Hoffman 
jiungariar 
Sully & M 
(One to f 
DES MOI 

Car 

Ist half 
Wallace é 
Hart's Ka 
Hoffman 
Colby Mut 
(One to f 


KANS., © 
Main S 
Mexican 
Paquita & 
(Others te 
MADISO 
Orph 

ist half 
nedel] G 
Ford & 
Yong Wor 
Cooper & 
(One to 
2d half 

3 Me Ivins 
Cook & OC 
(Three to 


ATLAN’ 
Majesti 
Marys 


‘Same pj 
Lake Cha 


50 — 
Libby 

Paut 
ak 
Metropolitan (19) Empire 
“Dancing Feet” U't spoor & 
Frank Jenks qOne to 
Harry Rose VANCO 
Richard Kdwarda Panta 
} Ward & 
| Bronson 
e 
TACOM 
Jacks & 
PORTL: 
| 
| DENVER, COL. 
Denver (24) 
CH 
| | 
| DETROIT, MICH. 
— 
| 
j 
CHICA 
| domes ¢ Amie 
Ist ha) 
Ca (19) Maj 
Marg'rite Rickard 
J & K Spangier Swarts & Clifford 
Al H Wilson 
France & la Pelle 
“The Escape” 
(One to fill) re 
Delancey St. A fe} 
| BOI 
| A.B. Lea 
| 
og = = 
: | | | | 
| 
Penn (21) 
“Cameos” Unit 
| 
} 
| 
| KANS. CITY, MO. } 
| Unit | | | 
i | Rs i 
: | | | | 
| | | | | | si 
| 
| 
i 
| errr Fay’s (21) | 
Cart Elinor Oreh Sherwood Ent } 
“Street Angel” a 
Jimmy Ray 
Chas Chase 
Chorus 
terion oas & Gilbert Haven Ma 
‘ Emerson & B’ldwin Han 
Hell Ship Brons’n SAN FRANCISCO 
Fgyptian (18) California (17) 
Gene Morgan Gino Severi Bd 
“Street of Sin” whreves 
Phil Lampkin Bd | n Re 
ent 
— 


‘Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


die 
ance 
LiDPITLE, WASH. 
atages (28) 


& Elwood 
Empire Comedy 4 
poor & Parsons 
qOne to fill) 
YANCOU IVER. B.C. 
Pantages (28) 
ward & Patrick 
Bronson & Gordon 
Sensa Vardells 
Dave & Tressie 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages ) 
Dorothy Lund Co 
Mabel McCane 
Jacks & Queens 
Roger @& E Hurst 
Bonhair Tr 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


Alice Melville 


valriEty 


Eleanor C Judd 
Roundelay Rev 
Winchester & Rose 
5 Cardinals 
L’G BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (28) 
Brown & LaHart 
Carlena Diamond 
Maurice Costello 
Murray & Van 
Burt & Rosedale 
Memphis C'll gians 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (28) 
Jutta Valey 
Billy Small 
Ruth Mix Co 
Joe E Brown 
Vena & Arthur Rev 
LOGAN, UTAH 
Pantages (28) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Nancy Fair 
Dewey & Gold Rev 


— 


THIS WEEK 


MASON and GWYNNE 
Victoria and Oriental 
PARK SISTERS and HARVEY 
Loew's Greeley Square 
HILLIER and FORTE 
Delancey and Lincoln 


Direction 


CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


Mabe! Taliaferro 
Maria Rosita Bd 
Edm’'nds F'nch'n 
3 Oronto 
SAN FR. ANCISCO 
Pantages (28) 
Bud Snyder Co 
Irving & Chaney 
Raymond Bond 
Juba! Early 
Wilson & Kenrpell 
dge & Meda 
ANGELES 
Pantages (28) 
Cody 5 
Glady Atree Rev 
Mariah 
Lord & Willis 
Havemann’s Co 
SAN DIEGO, CAL, 
Pantages (28) 
Gloria DeVon 
Lum & White 


Mayo & Bobbe 
Crooners 

OMAHA, NEB. 

World (28) 

Dolores Lopez 
Kerr & Weston 
Roger Williams 
Joe Fanton 
Herbert Bolt 3 
KANS. CITY, MO. 

Pantages (28) 
McD'vitt K'lly & Q 
Christie & Nelson 
Carol & James 
Doran & Soper 
DeSylvia Nite Club 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Pantages (28) 
Hiuston Ray 
Dotson 
Winehill & Briscoe 
Radio Fancies 
(One to fill) 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
American 
Ist half (28-30) 
Hayes & Tate 
Rutledge & Taylor 
Paradise Isle 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Rainbow 4 
Melody Co & DeB 
Dale & Elaine 
(Two to fill) 
Belmont 
Ist half (28-30) 
Royal Pekin Tr 
Howard & Linn 


(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 


Nawahi 
(Others to fill) 
Englewood 
Ist half (28-30) 
Smith Colton Co 
Burt & Lehman 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Wallace & Mae 
Teddy Bear 
Padgett & Monti 
(Two to fi 


ist half (28-30) 
Neilson & Parish 
Claudia Coleman 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Van De Velde ad 
(Others to fill 
DAVENPORT, 


Capitol 
Ist half (28-30) 
Fid Gordon 


J & W Hale 


MILWAUKEE 

Majestic (28) 
Ibach’s Ent 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Marie Russell 
Mann & Strong 
Michon Bros 

MINNEAPOLIS 

ith St. (28) 
Britt Wood 
Parisian 4 
Worth & Thompson 
Joe Freed Co 
Worthy & Fr'dman 
(Two to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 

Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Cook & Oatman 
Hungarian Tr 
Yesterthoughts 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (31-38) 
Friedell Gold Co 
Joe Mendi 
Yong Wong Tr 
Cooper & Clifton 
(One to fill) 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand (28) 
Oscar & King 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Brown & Lavelle 
Curley Burns Co 
(Two to fill) 

ST. PAUL 

Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Mack & Stanton 
Younger Foys . 
Cardiff & Wales 
Thrillers 
(One to fill) 


Phillips Co 
at Club 
(One to fill) 


Joe 
Nite 


-d half 
Lac kett 
Hoffman & 
liungarian Tr 
Sully & Mack 
‘One to fiil) 

DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 

Ist half (28-30) 
Wallace & Mae 
Hart's Kats 
Hoffman & Lamb’t 


(31-3) 


Colby Murphy Rev 
(One to fill) 
zd (31-3) 

Fid Gordon 

I& W Hale 

Joe Phillips Co 
Nite at Club 

‘One to fill) 


KANS. CITY, MO. 

Main St. (28) 
Mexican Orch 
Paquita & Chikita 
‘Others to fill) 
MADISON. WIs., 

Orpheum 

ist half (28-30) 
Priede 1] Gold Co 
Ford & Cunn’gham 
Yong Wong 


Cooper & Clifton 
(One to 


Oatman 
to fill) 


2a half (31-3) 
Danny Small Co 
Adams & Kash 
Alberta Lee Co 
Two to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, 

Orpheum 

Ist half (28-306) 
Danny Small Co 
Adams & Rash 
Alberta Lee Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Younger Foys 
Cardiff & Wales 
Thrillers 
Mack & Stanton 
(One to fill) 

SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Jerome & Gray 
3 Melvins 
Maldie & Ray 
Billy Maine Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Gaston Palmer 
Eddie Carr Co 
(Three to fill) 
SPRINGE’LD, 

Orpheum 

Ist half (28-30) 
Eddie Carr Co 
3 Good Knights 
Flaine Sis 
Melody Pirates 
Gaston Palmer 

2d half 31-3) 
Jerome & Gray 
Attebury & Gillum 


1A. 


IND. 


Countess Sonia 
(Two to fill) 


Interstate 


ATLANTA, 

Majestic (28) 
& Jerome 
Darling 
cQluarrie 
Wheeler 
y amilton Bad 


GA. 


laven Ma 
tre i «& 


Baton Rouge, 1) 
Guten be urgh 


Alexander & Peggy 


Eddie Date Co 

Hivde & Burrell 

Egan R’'dh'ds 
DALEAS. TEX. 
Majestic (28) 

|} Fondell 3 

2 Southern Girls 

2 Sailors 

Ushers 


Car] Freed Orch 
FT. WORTH, T’X. 
Majestic (28) 
Sub-beb Dancers 


Fortunello & Ciril'o 
Renie Rianoe Co 
Fenton & Field 
Willie Mauss Co 
HOUSTON, TEX. 

Mertini (28) 
Ervel & Del 
Artie Mehlinger 
Toto 
Richards & Church 
Eugene Costello Co 
L'TLE R’K, ARK. 

Majestic 

Ist half (28-30) 
Keno & Green 
Little Mitzi 
Welder Sis Co 
(One to fill) 

2d haif 431-3) 
Loos Bros 
Chas Timblin Co 
«(Two to fill) 

N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (28) 
Claude DeCarr Co 

Reed & Lavere 


Gus Fowler 

Skelly & Heit Rev 

Strains & Strings 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (28) 

Conlin & Hamilton 

Billy Moody 

Billy Puri Co 

Littie Jack Little 

Geo Wong Co 

ANT’'NIO, 


Majestic 
Ist half (28-20) 
(Same bill plays 


Waco 2d half) 
Chevalier Bros 
Joe & J McKenna 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Record Boys 
Lady Margaret Co 

TULSA, OKLA. 

Orpheum (28) 
LaSalle & Mack 
Ed & May Ernie 
Lasses White Co 
Walter McNally 
Harry J Conley Co 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (21) 
Wm Halligan Co. 
Chaney & Fox ° 

(Others to fill) 


Riviera (21) 
Reed & Duthers 
Mason & Keeler 
Jerome & Grey 
Tillis & LaRue 
Frankie Heath 

State-Lake (21) 
Will Aubrey 
Van De Velde Tr 
Countess Sonia 
Venita Gould 
Wm Halligan Co 
Jay C Flippen 
Nite at Paradoxy 
Ray Kavanaugn Ba 

LOS ANGELES 

Hill Street (21) 
Rich & Cherie 
Fulton & Mack 
Winnie Lightner 
Marg Stewart 
Parisian Art 
Larry Rich Orch 

(28) 


Felovis 
Herma & Juan 
Lorin Baker Co 
Lestra Lamont 
Summers & Hunt 
James J Jeffries 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum (21) 
Fred Allen 
Marg Severn Co 
Frank Wilscn 
Farnell & Florence 
Lorin Baker Co 
Elsie Janis 
Kitty Doner 
Neal Sis 
Bob Anderson Pony 
(28) 
Elsie Janis 
Reynolds & 
Jed Dooley 
Derickson & Br'wn 
Tieman & Tees 


Clark 


Tracey & Hay 
Bingham 
Kentucky Jubilee 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 

Orpheum (21) 
Toney & Norman 
Anderson Bros 
Miss Juliet 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Tex McLeod 
Benny Davis Co 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (21) 
Ryan Sis 
Younger Foys 
Lockfords 
«(Three to fill) 


OAKLAND, CAL. 
Orpheum (21) 
Joe Mendi 


Summers & Hunt 
4 Camerons 
Mason & Sunny 
Nazimova 
Sargent & Lewis 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (21) 
Adams & Rasch 
Joe Phillips Co 
Wallace & May 
Paulo Paguita & C 
Mex Tipica Orch 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (21) 
Olive Olsen 
Anger & Fair 
CGabberts 
Smith & Barker 
Dave Appollon Co 
H & J Reyes 
Orpheum (21) 
Tracey & Hay 
Schlichtl’s Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
Ted Lewis Bad 
Reynolds & “Mark 
Derickson & Brown 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
St. Louis (21) 
May Wirth Family 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Others to fill) 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (21) 
Honey Boys 
Cortini 
Lydell & Higgins 
Fisher & Hurst 
Eva (ark Co 
Noree 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 
Orpheum (21) 
Flo Myers Co 
Haunted 
Bury'’s Dogs 
Hollingsworth & C 
Zelda Santley 
Chas T Aldrich 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Orpheum (21) 
Eddie Conrad 
Del Ortos 
Norberto Ardelli 
Mary Mariowe 
(One to fill) 


Keith-Western 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
2d haif (24-27) 
Gorman & Bessners 
Roy Sedley 
Belle Montrose Co 
(Two to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
ist half (28-30) 
Ford Family 
Countess Sonia Co 
Nelson Family 


J & M Stanton 
(One to fill) 
2a half (31-3) 


Jay C Fiippen 
Nite at Paradoxy 
(Three to fill) 
HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenon 

2a half (31-3) 
Lottie Atherton 
Thomas Saxotette 
(Three to fill) 


MUNCIE, IND. 
Wysor Grand 
Ist half (28-30) 
Charlie Wilson 
Gerald Griffin Cp 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Howard & Lynn 
Billy Gerrold 3 
(Three to fill) 
WINDSOR, ONT. 

Capitol 

Ist half (28-30) 
Green & Dunbar 
Minervina & Izetta 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Tell Tales 
Bell Montrose 

2d half (31-3) 
Fulton & Parker 
N & C Selby 
Charlie Wilson 
Marg Padula 


Co 


Behee & Rubyiatt 


Keith-Albee 


NEW YORK CITY 


Broadway (21) 
Nee Wong 
Frank Dobson 


Mack & Rossiter 
Fan Faire Co 
Pat Hennings 
Wills & Holmes 
Hightower 3 
(28) 
Spence & True 
Halstead & Daniels 
(Others to fill) 
Chester 

2a (24-27) 
Weston & Lyons 
Mile Andree Co 
Joe Marks 
Mabel W! 
(One to 

Ist half (28-306) 
Galla-Rini Sis 
Mack & Rossiter 
Dalton & Craig 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Wilton & Weber 
Lowe & Sargent R 
Jerome & Ryan 
(I'wo to fill) 

Coliseum 

2a half (24-27) 
Harry Carrol Rev 
Ist half (28-30) 
Ross 
Ruth W: 


fill) 


rren 


Jerome & 
(Two to filly 
2d helt (31-3) 


Frakson 
12 Tip Tops 
Ellictt Dexter 


Jarmann & Green 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Marie Vero 


Midget Follies 
Matthews 3 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Al K Hall 
Mayo & Lynn 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 
‘Two to fill) 


86th St. 

2a half (24-27) 
Gwynne Co 
Wyoming 4 
Am Nite in Lon 
Svbil . Vane 
Norma Thomas 

Ist half (28-30) 
Tom Reilly Co 
MeCool & Doolin 
Bobbie Johnstone 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Marie Vero 
Stickney'’s Circus 
(Three to fill) 

Sth Ave. 

2d half (24-27) 
Dalton & Craig 
I B Hemp 
Ernest Hiatt 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-29) 
Art Petlev Co 
Ann Garrison Co 
Garden of Roses 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31- 
ine & Neal 


Cantor 
(One to fill) 
Fordham 
2a haif (24-27) 
ain & Stamm 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Milton Dougias Bd 
Clifford & Marion 
Ist half (28-30) 
Henry Santrey 


2 Ghezzis 
(Three to fil!) 
2d haif ¢ 
Williams & Sweet 

Peg McKetchnie 
(Three to fill) 
Franklin 

2a half «24-27) 
H'ppy Harrison Cir 
Embassy Boys 
Ruth Warren Co 
Johnny Hernan 
Fields & Fink 
Jimmy Burchill Co 

Ist half «28-36) 
McGrath & Travers 
C Downing Co 
Joe Browning 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Rhyme or Reason 
(Others to fill) 

Hamilton 

half 124-27) 
Ch'pp’ile & Castes 
Millicent Moser 
Gafferey & Walton 
Wilson Kros 
Ben Barton Bd 

Ist half «28-30) 
Williams & Sweet 


Lowe Sargent Rev 
Johnny Herman 
(Two to fill) 


2d half (31-3) 
Horsky Co 
Velma Kane 
(Three to fill) 
Hippedrome (21) 
Gamby-Hale_ Giris 
Medley Dupree 
Joe Browning 
Tom Mix 
Quixy 4 
Al Noda Girls 

(28) 


Wayburn’s Buds 


Talent & Merit 
Lei Lani & §S 
«Two te fill) 

Ist half ¢28-30) 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Princess Watawasa 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Watson & Cohan 
Trixie Fricganza 
Ruth Warren Co 
(Two to fill 

BROOKLYN 
Albee (21) 
Mel Kiee 
Caprice Chameleon 
Sid Marion Co 
Norman Phillips 
Wilton Sis 
Polar Pastimes 
(28) 
& Marion 
Carl McCullough 
(OtMers to fill) 
Bushwick 

2d half (24-27) 
Miliard & Milicent 
Patti 
Sam Mann Co 
Marion & Manley 
Stepping Along 

ist baif (25-36) 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Bezazian & White 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Smith & Hart 
Loma Worth 
Spence & True 
(Two to fill) 

Flatbush 

2a half (24-27) 
Ada Brown Co 
Val Harris Co 
Monologist 
(Two to fill) 

Ist (28-30) 


Claude 


 FAY’S 


PHILADELPHIA 


(FULL 


WEEK) 


Booked by 


Frank 


Wolf, Jr. 


PHILADELPHIA 
1105 Colonial Trust Bldg. 
Spruce 1094-1095 


NEW 


YORK 


417 Loew Annex 
Bryant 9099 


Harrison's Circus 
(Others to fill) 
Jefferson 
2a half (24-27) 
Agee & White 
Doc Baker Co 
Arthur Ashiey Co 
Marie Vero 
McLellan & Sarah 
Ist half (28-30) 
Leona Horsky 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (313-3) 
Stanley & Q'n'tte 
(Others to fill) 
125th St. 


2d half (24-27) 
Manning & Wal!sh 
Loyal’s Dogs 


Pearson & And'rs’n 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Princess Watawasa 
Ernest Hiatt 


(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 

Chabot & Tortoni 

Tom Reilly Co 

Frakson 

(Two to fill) 
Palace (21) 

Kazana 


Galla-Rina Sis 
Clifford & Marien 
Frank Keenan 
Joseph Regan 
Mitchell & Durant 
Ch’ri'tte Greenwo'd 
Jim Jam Jems 
(One to fill) 
(28) 
Shaw & Lee 
Doc Baker 
DuPonts 
(Others to fill) 
gent 

2a half (24-27) 
Jordon & Grace 
M & B Harvey 
Ray & Harrison 
Andy Potter Co 
Jones & Rae 

Ist half (28-30) 
At the Ritz 
Mel Klee 
Hamilton & Barnes 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Shaeffer & Bernice 
Weston & Lyons 


Millard & Marlin 
Trixie Friganza 
Al Noda Co a 
Pepper Shakers 
(One to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Ethel Davis 
Frank Keenan Co 
(Three to fill) 
Greenpoint 
2a half (24-27) 
Yvonne & Victor 
Halstead & Daniels 
Wm Ebbs Co 
Shelton & Pollard 
Weber's Rev 
Ist half (28-30) 
Fred Heider Co 
Eddie Selwyn 
Alabama 5 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (31-3) 
Krugel & Robles 
Crouch & Moore 
(Three to fill) 
Madison 
2a half (24-27) 
Kay-Hamilin & ‘kK 
Ewing Eaton 
Galla-Rini Sis 
Espe & Dutton 
Shean & Cantor 
Weber's Rev 
Ist half (28-306) 
Al Abbott 
Ethel Davis 
Farnum & Haley 
Frank Keenan Co 
«One to filb) 
2d half (31-3) 
Midget Follies 
Mack & Rossiter 
Art Ashley Co 
(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 
2a half (24-27) 
Rickards 
Carney & Pierce 
Dillon & Parker 
Spence & True 
Gertrude & Boys 
Ist half (28-30) 
Dalton & Craig 
Krugel & Robles 
Stillwell & Fraser 
(Two to fiil) 


2d half 
Masters & race 


Owen 
(Three to fill) 


Al Noda Co Prospect 
(Two to fill) 2a half (24-27) 
Riverside (21) Walter Murray 
Aussie & Czeck Farnum & Haley 

Scalon Dennis Bros | Sailor Boy 
Powers & Wallace Hunting & Francis 
Car) McCullough Rae Kossar Bd 
Marion Harris Ist half (28-30) 
White & Tierney Chabot & Tortoni 
Sessue Havakawa (Others to fill) 
Harry Holmes 2d half (31-3) 
(28) Al Abbott 

t0b Hall At the Ritz 
Pat Henning Co (Three to fill) 
Kody & Wilson AKRON, O. 
Miss Patricola Palace 
Nite in London 2d half (24-27) 
(Ochers to fill) tector-Ch’ind'n &G 

Royal 3 Vagrants 

2d half (24-27) Frank Stanley 
C & L Fondou Hickey Hros 
Ann Garrison Co Barto & Mann 
Doran & Reeves Co} Hon Mr. Wu 
J & B Page Ist half (28-30) 
Miller Bros & C Side Show 

Ist half (28-30) Henry Kegal 
Freda & Palace Kane *& Eliis 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, 
46th and 47th 


Bet. 


New York 
Sts, 


This Week 


VINCEN 


T LOPEZ, THOS, CURRAN 


Tom Linton Co 
Smith & Hart 
(Two to fill) 

2d haif (31-3) 
Fred Heider Co 
Stillwell & Frazer 
(Three to fill) 


CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 
2d half (24-27) 
Helen Moretti 
Hermanos Williams 
Norton & Stout 
(Two to f 


Ist half 
grems Fitz & M 
Shaeffer & 
(Three to fill» 


half (31-3) 
Galla-Kini Sis 
Ross Wrse €o 


Vox & Walt 
(Two to fill 
FAR ROC KAW AY 


Burke & Durkin 


Sh'mr'cks & Tulips 
Foster Fagan & C 
2d half (31-3) 

Echoes of Spain 
Thick Henderson 
Trahan & Wallace 
Jack Redmond Co 
(One to fill) 
ALBANY, N. Y. 


Proctor’ 


2a halt (24-2 
Miss Mer 
eo Met 
MeGri th & Travers 
Dance Flashes 

Ist half (28-230) 
Peaches Brownir 
Orace Doro 
(Three to fill 

2a half (31-3 
Parmetta & M’'l'tte 
(Others to fill) 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Colonial 
2d half (24-27) 


Easton & Howe} 


Norwood & Hall 
Dance Mad 
West & McGinty 
Keeler Sis 

lst (28- 30) 
Zimn 


2a haif ¢31-3) 
Marks Co 
& Carlton 
(Three to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Karle 
2d half (24-27 
; Chita & Pals 
' Ross Wyse 
Law White 
Walton 
Cleo La:nbert 
BALTIMORE, 
Hippodrome (21) 
Jean Spence Co 
& Vaughan 
es Reynolds 
Vox Walters 
Kinkalds 
Maryland (21) 
George McDonde 
Jack Norworth Co 
la Toricella 
McKay & Ardine 
Allan & Cantie-d 
Don Sanchez 
Montana 
(28) 
McLellan & Sarah 
Kitty Demaco Co 
Jack Haniey Co 
«(Three to fill) 
BAYONNE, N. J. 
) 


Co 


co 


MD. 


Keith's 
2a half (24-27 
14 Brick Tops 
Primrose Semon 
Grant & Lester 
Tom & Jerry 
Lee Tapping 
BWR FALIS, PA. 
Kegent 
2a half (24-27) 
Bernard & Suzanne 
Dippy Diers 
Nelsons 
«Two to filly 
BINGH'MT'N, N.Y. 
' Bi inghamton 
2d half (24-27 
4 Ortons 
Shelton Brooks 
Maddock’s Tricks 
Bingham & Mayers 
(One to fill) 
ist half (29-30) 
Pelly & Wally 
Debee & Hudson 
«(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Shuffles & Taps 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Bowdoin (21) 
Nell Eva 
Murray & Maddox 
Chick Burton 
Franklin Bros 
Braddock & S’dney 
Gordon's Olympia 
(Seollay Sq.) (21) 
6 Beaucares 
Frank Terry 
4 Valentines 


Kennedy & Lewis 
Paul Nolan 
Berenici Cros 


Lillian Brown Co 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Wash. St.) (21) 
Dashington’s Dogs 
Lomax & Johnson 
Sims Co 
Milliard & Marlin 
Meyakos 
Howard (21) 
Serge Flash 
Bentell & Gould 
Deignan & Lila 
(Two to fill) 
New Boston (21) 
Kanorzowa Japs 
Ed Vine Co 
Faber & Wells 
Walter Hiers 
Rodriga & Lila 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace 
Ist half (28-30) 
Roye & Maye 
4 Dales 
Dixie Hamilton 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Delaney Cr’'d'’n & C 
Vern Rathburn Co 
B & E Newell 
(Two to fill) 


Ist half (28-30) 
Ridriga Lila Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
4 
Wilton Sis 
Alice Talbot 
(Two to fill) 
BROCKT’N, MASS. 

Brockton 

2d half (24-27) 

Dwver & Edwards 


Gilbert & French 
Jean Hill 

Billy Day 

(One to filly 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (21) 
Wuiff & Jerome 
Al K Hall 
Rosalind Ruby 
Russey & Case 
O'Hanlon & Zam 
(28) 
Fred Ardath 
Minor & Root 
Boyle & Della 
Harry Kahne 
(Two to fill) 
CANTON, O. 
Palace 
2d half (24-27) 
Dave Vine 
Norton & Haley 
Falls Reading & B 


Co 
Rev 


(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Art Henry 
Hewitt & Hall 


(Three to 


~ 
= 

4 
« 
= 


& A Blumm 

T & L Donnelly 
Piteer & Douglas 
Brooks & Nace 


Otis Michell Girls 
Ist half (25-20) 

Roscoe Ails Co 

(Others to fill) 


CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee. (21) 


(28) 
Rlumberg's Doge 
Raines & Avery 
Paul Yocan 
Rilly Champ 
East & Dumke 
«(Two to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 

105th st. (21) 
Cuckoo 
Cons of Music 
Margaret Padula 
(Three to fill) 

(28) 
Arnaut HKrothers 
Upham Whitney 
Hal Neiman 
Suite 16 
latnty M; 
to 

Palace (21) 
Ethel Waters 
Fulton & Parker 
Don Lee & Louise 
Haphazara 
«Une to fll 

«28 ) 

Hon Mr Wu 


Cailion 
Art Byron Family 
Ersi & Ayre 


«Two to fil) 
COLLEMBUS. O. 
hKheith'’s 
2d half (24-27) 


Yates & Lawley 5 LA TRIX, 
Trahan & Wallace | Bryant 1442. 
Jack Redmond 
Eliz Brice 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-36) Bigson Herbert Co 


Duloise & B'rbette 
Mixed Pickles 
Hickey Bros 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Hewitt & Hall 
Art Henry Co 
Cuckoo 
Hilton & Alma 
to fills 

DAYTON, O. 
Keith's 

2d half (24-27) 
Behee & Rubyatte 
Gerald Griffin 
Art Henry 
Seymour & H’ward 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Thos J Ryan 
Rector Ch'ind'n & G 
Eliz Brice Bd 
Johnny Hyman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Honey Tr 
Butler & Parker 
Jerry's Co 
Coram 
(One to fill) 
DETROTT, MICH. 

Uptown 

2a half (24-27) 
Basi! Lewis 
Wayman's Debs 
Pressler & Klaiss 
R & D Dean 
(Two to fill 

Ist half (28-30) 
Frankel & Dunievy 
Margaret Padqula 


Stepping Feet 
Galenos 
(One to fill) 


2d half (31-3) 
DuBois & Barttte 
Hickey Bros 
Freeman & Seym’r 
Butler & Santos Rv 
(One to fill) 
DUNKIRK, N. Y. 

Capitol 

2a half (24-27) 
Diehl Sis & MeD 
(Others to fill) 

EASTON, PA, 

State 

2d half (24-27) 
Princess Pat 
Pat Daley Co 
G & M Moore 
Freda & Palace 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Cnappelle & Carlt'n 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Tin Types 
Zimmy 
(Three to fill) 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 


City 
2a i24- 27) 
Jas Pierrott 
Masters & Grayce 
Priscilla Dean 
Lanc’ster & L’ming 
Morris Movie Stars 
ELMIRA, N. Y. 
Majestic 
2d half (31-3) 
Dance Flashes 
Nagire & Tointon 
Faber & Wells 
(Two to fill) 
2d half )31-3) 
Coogan & Casey 
Homer Romaine 
(Three to fill) 
ERIE, PA. 
Erie (21) 
Gaston & Andree 
Frolic 4 
Alf Grant 
Princess 
(One to 


Wahletka 
fill) 
(28) 
Les Gail Rev 
Frank X Silk 
M&A Clark 
(Three to fill) 
FAIRMONT, W. V. 
Fairmont 


2a half (24-27) 
Nat Burns 
Violet Joy 
(Three to fill) 
Ist half (28-30) 
Van Hoven 
Pat Haley 
(Three to fill) 


Brooks & 


(Others to fill) 
FALL RIVER 
Empire 
2d half (24-27) 

Checker Girls 

(frthers filly 

GEKM'NT’ WN, PA. 
Orpheum 


2a half (24-27) 
Hert Melrose 
Joyner & Foster 
Thank You Doc 
Wyeth & Wynn 
Cameo Capers 
GLENS F’LS, N. Y¥. 

Rialto 

2d half (24-27) 
Victor Gruff 
G ads = Joyce 
(Three to fill 

ist half (2%-30) 
Barr 2 
(Others to fill) 

GRAND RAPIDS 

Park 

24d (24-27) 


Girls 
Jack Russel) 
Norma & Violin 
Johnny Hyr an 

Ist half (2 20) 
Pressier & Klaiss 
Lentini 


Reed & Luthers 
Waiman’'s Debs 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Hap Hazard 
Princess Wahletka 
Norton & Haley 


«One to fill 
GREENFE'’LD. PA, 
Victoria 
2d half (24-27) 
Parisienne Fantasy 
Debee & Hudson 

(Three to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Bobbie Rowland 
(ethers to nit) 
MARKISB’RG, PA. 

Majestic 

2a half «24-27) 
P & A Blum 
Reozo snyder Co 
Lester Lame 


Co 


Ist half (28-349 
Honey Tr 
Mary C Coward 
Coram 
Jerry's Co 
Butler & Parker 


2d half ¢3 ) 
Thos J Ryan 
Tohnnys Hyinan 
Eliz Brice Bad 


(One to fil 
LOWEL ASS, 


half (24-27 
W & J Mandell 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Clifford & Gray 
The Wager 
Owen 
sone to fill) 

LYNN, MASS. 
Oly mpia 
half (24-27) 


2d 


felts and s‘raws; 
attention to mail 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


WILL etean, remodel your oid hat 

equal to new. This, includes straws of 
all kinds. felts. sith and satin materials. 
Our workmanship on remodeling is the same 


as that cn our hats that are made to fit the 
head selling as high as $25. 
colors guaranteed. 

orders. 


We also redye 
Special 
Open Saturdays 
29 West 47th St. 


«One to 
half 
Joe Marks Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d@ ha'f (31-3) 
West MeGinty 
te fill) 
HARTFORD, CT. 

Capitol 

Ist half «28-30) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Wilton Sis 
Walter Hiers 
Delaney 
to nil) 

2a half (31-3) 
Alexander & O Rad 
Joe Darcey 
Ray Huling Seal 
Chas 
(One to fi 
HIT 1, MASS. 

Colonial 

2d half (24-27) 
Clark Bros 
Corelli & Coughlin 
le Van & Roles 
Saxten & Farrel) 


Ist 


2d half (24-27) 
Black & Small 
3 Hottentots 
Serri Bros 
(Two to fll) 

ITHACA, N. Y. 

Strand 

2a half (24-27) 
Ferry Corwey 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Broadus Erie 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Hadji Ali 
(Others to fill) 

JERSEY CITY 

State 

2d haif (24-27) 
Milt Dill Sis 
Griffith & Young 
Marks Co 
Bob Hali 
Colleano Family 

Ist half (28-30) 
Aussie & Czeck 
Mayo & Lynn 
Medley & Dupree 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Aileen & Canfield 


Henry Santrey Co 

Hi & A Seymour 

Marg Irving 

(One to fill) 

JOHNSTOWN, PA. 
Majestic 


2a half (24-27) 
Francis Hart Co 
Pat Haley 
Bert Lytell Co 


Creedon&e 


(Cine to fill) 
HOLYOKE, MASS, 
Shattucks 


Gates & Claire 
Smith & Hart 
Rucker & Perrin 
Fred Bow Co 
(One to n 
MEAD\ iL 
Park 

2a half (24-27) 
Homer Lind 
(Others to filly 
MIDDLETON, N.Y. 

Keith's 

isi haif (28-30) 
Rrems Fitz & M 
Dan Dugan Co 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (31-3) 
Rodriga Lila Co 
(Others to fil!) 
MONTREAL, CAN, 

Imperial (28) 
Rome & Gaut 
May Usher 
Harrison & Dakin 
Sol Gould 
Joe Daly's Co-Eds 
(One to filly 
MORRIST’N, N. J. 

Lyon's Park 

2d haif (24-27) 
Hunter & Percival 
T & R Romaine 
‘(Three to fill) 

MT. VERKN’N, N.Y. 
Procter’s 

Ist half ¢28-30) 
Owen MeGivney 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Freda & Palace 
Fantasie Parisienne 
Ada 
(Two to fil 
NASHV’ LK, WENN, 

Princess (21) 
Coram 
Mary Cook Coward 
Going North 
Jack Merlin 
Jerry's Co 

(28) 

Van & Vernon 
Billy House Co 
Levan & Doris 
Inez & DeWynn 
(Two to fill) 
NEWARK, N. J. 

l’roctor’s 

2a half (24-27) 
Scott Saunders 
Lockett & Page 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (28-306) 
Sybil Vane 
Loyals Dogs 
Besser & Balfour 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Norman Thomas 6 
(Others to fill) 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 

Academy 

2d half (24-27) 


PA. 


Bag & Baggage 


Foster Fagan Co 
Dexterous 3 

Ist half (28-30) 
Oliver & Crangie 
T & L Donnelly 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Starr & Rollo 
Bessie Rempel Co 
(Three to fill) 
LANCASTER, PA. 

Colonial 
2a half (24-27) 


Antrim & Vale 
4 
Danny Dugan Co 
‘(Two to fill) 

Ist half (28-20) 
€o 
Lester Lane Co 
job Murphy 


Reed & Ray 
(Cane to fill» 

2a half (231-3) 
Van Rippers 
ftob Murphy 
(Three to fill) 

LIMA, O. 
Keith's 

2a haif 
Hanlon 
Barr & LaMarr 
Bekefi Dancers 
(Two to fill) 
LOCKPORT, N. Y. 

Palace 

2d half (24-27) 
3 Caddies 
Ashiey & Sharpe 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (25-30) 
Pelly & Waily 
(Others to filly 

2d half (31-3) 
Debee & Hudson 
(Others to fill) 

LONG BRANCH 

Broadway 


20 haif (24-27) 
4 Travelers 
Tom Ne yer Co 
«(Thr t fill) 

2d half 124 7) 
IM ¢ 
Raines & Avery 
& Dumke 
Inez & De Wynn 
(Two to filly 


(Continued 


Loma Worth 

Emory Manley Co 

Sully & Thomas 

Townsend & Lold 
Ist half (28-30) 

3 Swifts 

Mildred Andree Co 


(Three to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Lido Boys 


Hiarris & Holly 
Howard Girls 
‘(Two to fill) 
NEW HAVEN, 
Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Tom McAuliffe 
Francis & Wally 
White Way Gieties 
lucky 4 & Talbot 
(Une to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
Roye & Maye 
Kelsie & lierm 
Walter Hiers 
Dixie Hamilton 
(One to fill) 

NEW ROCHELLE 
Proctor’s 

2a half (24-27) 
Ruby 
Jerome & Ryan 
Hamilton & Murd’k 
Odali Carene 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (28-36) 
Stepping Along 
Mickey Feeley 
(Three to fill) 


CP. 


an 


2d half (31-3) 
Art Petley Co 
Scott Saunder 
MeCool & looin 
(Two to fill) 

N. ADAMS, MASS, 
Empire 
half (24-27) 


Musical thopins 


(Others to fill) 


OTTAWA, CAN, 
heith's 

2d half (24-27) 
fiome & Gant 
| Paramount 5 
(Three to 


Ist half (28-30) 
Fila Shieids 
(Others to fill) 


on page 71) 


| 
| 
| | | | 
| 
| | | ‘ | 
| Rector Chandon&@ 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
Pantages (© | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
} 
{ 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | | | 
| | { 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | | | 
| | | | : 
| | | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
A.B, Leach & Co.; inc.. 57 William St..N.Y. | i 
| | 
| | | | 
| | — | 
| | | | a 
| | | 
| | vA | 
| | | | | | 
halt | | | | | | | | 4 
| | | | 
} 
| | | | | 
i 
3 


VARIETY 


WOMEN’S PAGE 


Wednesday, May 28, 1998 


RITZY 


The many friends of Lillian Gish, 
the movie star, hope that she will 
be spared further annoyance in con- 
nection with law suits. Since Janu- 
ary, 1925, she kas been involved in 
litigation, her former manager, 
Charles Duell, film producer, having 
reperiedly sued her. Recently his 
claim for $5,000,000 for breach of 
contract was dismissed in the Los 
Angeles courts. 

Duell, who founded Inspiration 
Pictures, chose as his bride a young 
actress from Chicago, Lillian Tuck- 
er. When they were married in 
Meadowbrook, Pa., in 1921, the 
newspapers were informed that the 
bride wus from Pasadena, and het’ 
mother, being ill in California, was 
unable to witness the ceremony. 
The elder lady was said, however, 
to be quite well in Chicago. At the 
wedding, the bride was given away 
by Frank Case, manager of the Al- 
gonquin Hotel, where Miss Tucker 
had previously stc sped when‘ not 
touring the country, as during her 
road engagement in “Three Faces 
East ”’ 

That summer the Duells rented a 
villa at Newport, from the since- 
separated Mr. and Mrs. Paul An- 
drews. (Oddly enough, the Andrews 
daughter, Margaret, who married 
Morg2n Belmont, had tried acting 
in pictures, and played a bit in 
the prologue to D. W. Griffith's 
“Way Down East.) To meet their 
guest, Lillian Gish, the Duells gave 
@ dinner-party attended by Robert 
Lee Keeling. Keeling had suped in 
various pictures, but finally inherit- 
ed a fortune from his sister, the late 
Mrs. Stilson Hutchins, of Washing- 
ton. 

In 1924 Mrs. Duell secured a di- 
vorce in Paris, and the report circu- 
lated Duell would marry Miss Gish. 
The next summer Mrs. Tucker- 
Duell reappeared at Newport, stop- 
ping at a boarding-house, and the 
rumor now declared Miss Gish 
would marry George Jean Nathan, 
the writer. 

A brother of Charles Duell, Col. 
Holland S. Duell, was divorced by 
Mabel Halliwel and married to Emi- 
lie Brown, and.another brother, Wil- 
liam Sackett Duell, was one of the 
four husbands of a society beauty, 
Annie Livingston Best, whose first 
two husbands were Eleazer Yale 


Smith and Arthur Carroll, and 
whose fourth is Charles Albert 
Smylie. 


Lillian Gish began as an extra 
girl in the movies, and got her first 
chance through Mary Pickford, who 
was leading lady at the old Bio- 
graph Studio on 14th street, where 
Griffith was directing. Later, when 
David Belasco starred Mary Pick- 
ford in the stage play, “A Good Lit- 
tle Devil,” Miss Gish was engaged 
@s a super. That was in 1913. 


Joan Bennett in “Power” 

When “Power,” the new Pathe 
Picture starring William Boyd, is 
released, Joan Bennett will be seen 
fn it. She is the youngest of the 
three daughters of Richard Bennett, 
tempestuous star, who was born 
fm Deacon’s Mills, Ind., was edu- 
cated in Logansport and Kokomo, 
and first acted in Chicago in 1891. 
After a lifetime together, he was 
divorced by Adrienne Morrison, ac- 
tress, originally known as Mabel, 
daughter of the late Lewis Morri- 
son long a star. This lady is now 
the wife of Eric Pinker, literary 
and theatrical agent. Constance 
Bennett, the eldest daughter, played 
leads in pictures, After being di- 
vorced from the wealthy Chester 
Moorehead, of Chicago, she married 
Philip M. Plant, of Néw York, heir 
to many millions. Philip is the son 


of the late Selden Manwaring. 
After divorcing Manwaring, Phil- 
f{p’s mother married Morton F. 


Plant, fabulously rich. Plant adopt- 
ed Philip. 

Then Mrs. Manwaring Plant chose 
as her third husband Col. William 
Hayward. The Colonel had been di- 
vorced from Sarah Ireland, who 
was then divorced by Sheppard 
Gandy, and is now married to Lind- 
say Tappin, previously divorced. 


The Colonel is the father’ by 
his former marriage of Leland 
Hayward, now connected with 


the business end of a movie con- 
cern, At one time Leland and Philip 
Plant tried producing pictures, but 
lost considerable money. Leland 
Hayward was divorced by Lola 
Gibbs, who then married Frederick 
Clark Sayles, Jr., and separated 


ond of Richard Bennett's trio of 
daughters, was for a short time 
dancing partner of Maurice. In 
March, 1926, she took poison by 
mistake, and, while recovering in 
a Los Angeles hospital, her flat was 
robbed of money and jewels. Joan 
Bennett, now in the movies, mar- 
ried John Martin Fox, of Los An- 
geles, a rich man’s son. 


Newport’s <nd Season 

Last summer plays were present- 
ed by an all-star cast at the Casino 
theatre; Newport, for the first time 
in a generation. The company in- 
cluded Basil Sydney, Mary Ellis, 
Henry Hull, Pauline Lord, Helen 
Ware and Julia Hoyt. The opening 
bill was “Hamlet” in modern dress. 
Financial support was provided by 
Moses Taylor, as_ president, and 
William H. Vanderbilt, as _ vice- 
president, with Lillian Barrett as 
secretary. 

Mr. Taylor is a multimillionaire 
whose daughter married Langhorne 
Gibson, son of Charles Dana Gib- 
son, - nephew of Lady Astor. 
Miss Barrett's father was long su- 
perintendent of the Newport Casl- 
no, and she once had a play, “The 
Dice of the Gods,” produced by Mrs. 
Fiske. 

Arrangements have been made for 
a second season of plays, starting 
July 8, and for eight weeks. Miss 
Barrett was very much in evidence 
last summer and arranged for the 
actors to meet society at tea, though 
at least one of the stars preferred 
and secured stronger vefreshment. 


B’way and 5th Ave. 

Louis G. Kaufman, milllonaire 
president of the Chatham-Phenix 
National Bank and Trust Co., lives 
in magnificent style. Mrs. Kaufman 
has entertained various 
connected with the show business 
and members of the family have 
contracted alliances with Broadway 
rather than with Fifth Avenue, A 
son, Graveraet Kaufman, married 
Mae Daw, who had been in the 
“Follies.” Later he was sued for 
breach of promise by a _ stenog- 
rapher, Rosamond Fee, who was 
awarded $15,000. Recently another 
son, Louis G. Kaufman, Jr., married 
Dorothy Dilley, of “Take the Air,” 
at the Earl Carroll theatre. Miss 
Dilley once did bits in pictures, and 
later appeared in “The Music-Box 
Revue” and “Kitty’s Kisses.” 

Still another son, Young Kauf- 
man, married a daughter of Hiram 
Mallinson, the wealthy silk manu- 
facturer. (Another Mallison, daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Eugene A. Bowen, re- 
centl? died, falling from a high 
window.) 

A daughter, Joan Kaufman, mar- 
ried George Drpxel Biddle. George 
had served as assistant cameraman 
to William C. de Mille. (His broth- 
er, Craig Biddle, Jr., had been an 
extra in pictures, a real estate agent, 
organizer of a dancing class and 
conductor of an etiquette column 
on the New York Daily Mirror.) 

George Drexel Biddle, while run- 


persons |, 


== 


| Lily’s Hairpinless Mop 


Lily Damita, the new French 
leading lady, lunched in Sardi's 
in the company of Lynn Farnol, 
Goldwyn’'s eastern p. a., prior 
to her departure for Hollywood. 
Sardi's artist, who sketches all 
visiting celebs, did one of Lily. 
She had to remove her hat to 
pose and in doing so revealed 
her peculiar habit of not using 
hairpins, although her mop is 
waist-long. @he just folds the 
hair into a bundle and jams 
her hat on over it. 


ning an automobile at Newport, 
knocked down Marion Colinan, @ 
millworker, and Mrs. J. Theus 


Munds, who owned the car, paid 
$20,000 damages.- A sister of the 
senior Mr. Kaufman, Mrs. Edward 
N. Breitung, went into business in 
New York, after having cut a dash 
in society. Her daughter, Juliette, 
eloped with a gardener named 
Kleist, employed on the Breitung 
estate. After a divorce, Juliette 
married Herbert Richter. 


Vannessi Going to Paris 


Vannessi, the dancer, sails for 
Paris May 19 on the “Ile de France.” 
Although her early life was passed 
on a ranch in Arizona, she studied 
dancing, and became a headliner in 
vaudeville before turning to musical 
comedy. In 1924, when she was in 
“Innocent Eyes,” she married Henry 
Treat Chittenden, wealthy New 
York lawyer and banker. After hav- 
ing been with the law firm of Cad- 
walader, Wickersham and Taft, he 
resigned to join the brokerage firm 
of Hayden Stone & Co. Within eight 
months of the wedding, the wife, 
Vannessi Jardiniere, obtained a di- 
vorce, last March, 


Daisy Green’s Income 


When John Robertson and Albert 
Parker went abroad a few months 
ago it was with the avowed pur- 
pose of directing movies in Europe. 
After some weeks away, both re-. 
turned without having wielded any 
megaphones. Robertson was asso- 
ciated with several of the early pic- 
tures starring Richard Barthelmess. 
Parker, fornferly on the stage, is 
married to a sister of the pictur- 
esque Daisy Waterman of New 
York, and Daisy has visited the 
Parkers at their charming home at 
Great Neck. 

Mrs. Waterman was long known 
as Daisy Green and moved in a 
lively set. Choosing from various 
admirers, she became the wife and 
widow of I. N. Waterman, who 
owned coal mines in Pennsylvania. 
Even though she had to share the 
estate with the Waterman daugh- 
ters by a former marriage, she en- 
joys an income of well over $50,000 
a year. A few years ago she mar- 
ried an adventurous South Amer- 
ican, Ted de Kanters, but left him 
during the honeymoon and secured 
a divorce, resuming the name of 
Waterman. Hope Hampton once of- 
fered a big price for one of Daisy's 
several strings of pearls. 


Good entertainment too. 
surprising. 


the voluptuous blonde type? 


it was plain tan. 


singing two numbers. 


success in many a month, 
and sport abound. 


Crystal fringe was superfluous. 


blue border. Ilka Chase 
was peach, matcriai taffeta. 


from him. Barbara Bennett, the sec- 


trimmed but the blue was so becoming you forget the model. 
was made double and scdlloped and carried a garland of roses design. 
The bodice was covered with a straight 
Her pajama outfit was a 
Pale green was 


Short coat of a heavy silvered material, 
peachy mauve with a three-quarter coat of brocade. 
the sport dress with a short coat trimmed with ermine. 
Irene Browne chose black for her evening gown, 
ravishing in fuschia color with a darker shade for lining. Yellow sleeve- 
less jumper was worn with a white pleated skirt. 
white chiffon with a diamond embroidered jacket and her pajamas were 
of a greenish satin with matching coat. 
in the only buffante model shown. 
The neglige was green chiffon. 
was saved a sport costume by not appearing in the last act 


Among the Women 


By the Skirt 


“Diamond Lil” as Novelty 
The novelty of the season is undoubtedly “Diamond Lil” at the Royale. 
And the class of people it is attracting is 


Mae West is gorgeous and doesn't she remind you of many women of 
The dressing of 30 years ago is very well 
carried out by all the women of the huge cast. 

Miss West's dresses are all of the princess style so well remembered. 
Her first is a beige satin, but in those days beige hadn’t been invented, 
A feather boa and hat much beplumed helped to show 
off the diamonds that gave the character the name. 

A neglige was of heavy cream lace and yellow chiffon flounces. 
black dress was trimmed with jet passamenterie. 
Miss West would appear in flaming red, and she did in the last act when 


Her 
It was inevitable that 


Billie Burke’s Delayed Success 
In “The Happy Husband” at the Empire Billie Burke has her first 
The comedy is light and frothy but enjoyable 
for the sole reason it is so well done. 
And the costuming will delight all women. 
Miss Burke's evening gown was rather heavily 
Skirt 


Evening clothes, neglige 


Nancy Ryan was in 


Color 


Her neglige was 


Her sport outfit was white with 


Miss Pratt 


Gray Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


At the Palace 

Probably an exciting week back 
stage at the Palace even if it isn’t 
that at the box office, but tons of 
elephants to keep friends with as 
well as a snake, even the drys will 
see things. Spring has hit the the- 
atre and the Charlotte Greenwood 
tonic had only half a houseful of 
takers at the Monday matinee. 

“The Second Performance,” with 
Frank Keenan, is a good sketch, and 
Leah May in a beautiful black vel- 
vet evening ensemble with a few 
roses on the long wrap, the gown 
lined with silver cloth and trimmed 
with some beads where the velvet 
joined the flesh color net yoke added 
to the pleasure. Adelyn Bushnell 
was also pretty in delicate pink 
crepe, gown lightly beaded, cape 
edged with narrow lace. 

Joseph Regan’s fine voice was 
heard to good advantage in “Eli 
Eli,” possibly inspired by his pianist. 

“Kazana,” who owned the snake 
(though that wasn’t why she shiv- 
ered) will help the box office after 
the word goes around. 


At the Paramount 

Paul Ash won't cause any cheer- 
ing in the barber and permanent 
wavers’ section of Broadway. Three 
years in Chicago probably caused 
the kink in his hair but he had bet- 
ter beware of girls named Delilah. 
It must take a strong man to carry 
and defend the amount of hatr he 
has but the power of the shears 
is great, as another man built like 
him discovered. 

A rather mild presentation at the 
Paramount after the _ orchestra 
served its operatic capsule, which 
was extremely easy to take. The 
ensemble sang _ selections from 
Verdi, the girls in white veils, the 
boys as spearmen, preceded hy a 
short dance “by three Egyptiar 
ladies. Sigmund Krumgold did some 
amusing things with the organ not 
only during his recital but during 
the feature picture. 

“Flapperettes,” 12, danced with 
girl dummies but some of the audi- 
ence picked out the ones who 
danced best. Helen Kane made each. 
of her songs a hit, her frock of ptnk 
taffeta with three pleated flounces 
draped on the skirt having a wide 
sash of yellow, the two colors hang- 
ing together at the side. The finish 
was novel but not spectacular, each 
girl carrying on a shield with letters 
to name the presentation, costumes 
disclosing as many colored carnival 
ones with bells trimming them. 

The 21 guns Paramount sent off 
for Mr. Ash just naturally made 
New Yorkers ask “What’s all the 
shootin’ for?” 


Tears in “Ramona” 

“Ramona’s” route has been story, 
song, screen and after seeing the 
latter it seems a good name for a 
raifcoat. Too many tears lose their 
effectiveness and when the agony 
is piled on continuously sympathy 
is replaced by impatience. Dolores 
Del Rio is certainly a remarkable 
actress deserving of praise but let’s 
hope she escapes the flood area for 
her next pictures, as her characters 
are getting rather monotonous. 

Some fine scenery and a simple 
way of presenting the conversation 
titles that helped make them really 
seem talk added considerably to the 
g00d impression “Ramona” made. 
The audience had a private laugh 
over the fact that Senora Moreno 
was buried under the pepper tree, 
it was such an appropriate place. 

Miss Del Rio has no reason to 
hide her shoulders and she rarely 
does things without reason so she 
was particularly lovely in her white 
taffeta and ruffled net gown with 
its drop shoulder. 

Warner Baxter, from the waist 
up, shone like a new movle star. 
He was a highly polished Indian. 


And except for Miss Del Rio’s ex-. 


cellent playing “Ramona” is now 
only a highly polished Western. 


The Light That Lies 

“Two a day” in the past was Big 
Time vaudeville. In the present it’s 
small time movies and so Ken May- 
nard’s “Upland Rider” could justly 
complain of sharing honors. with 
“The Devil's Trademark.” Every 
movie has its day at Loew's New 
York, except those that only get a 
half, when the light that lies usual- 
ly, says “Two Splendid Features 
Today.” 

Fancy riding, funny fighting and 
some thrills in the all important 
race should have entitled “Upland 


Rider” to reign alone for at least 


a day. Many a picture with lesg 
reason has lorded it over a Broad- 
way palace for a whole week, 

This was evidently the day that 
Marian Douglas got a line on the 
heroes, especially the heart action 
without the aid of a stethoscope, 
She seemed just as well Satisfied 
with Ken as with the curly head 
she won in “The Devil’s Trade- 
mark.” Both were straight and nar- 
row, very properly, since the hero 
fs expected to follow that path to 
find the heroine. 

Marion didn’t get far from the 
kitchen so her changes were mostly 
aprons, except in “The Devil's 
Trademark,” when she wore a very 
pretty white organdy frock in deep 
tiers from hem to double bertha, 
where black velvet finished the neck 
line and hung in two narrow 
streamers down the front. Belle 
Bennet did her usual good work in 
this. 

Even though the picture is rather 
dry it’s one that can do no harm 
and possibly much good. 


Killing Off Fans 


A good show last week at the 
Capitol until the feature picture ap- 
peared, “Circus Rookies” was never 
concocted by a rookie staff, but by 
tired-out old-timers from the most 
venerable gags. It shows some- 
body’s low opinion of the film fans 
and someone else’s poor judgment 
in bringing it into the Capitol. 

Just the week when all the bridge 
fans were coming to see and hear 
Milton C. Work and a good picture 
might have made them regular pic- 
ture fans and lured them from the 
score card to the screen. 

Now probably nothing less than 
Coolidge playing’ Romeo to Aimee 
}MacPherson’s Juliet, will ever bring 
the bridge defenders who fight for 
a trick with every word in them, 
into a movie again. 

Louise Lorraine was pretty, but 
not enough to help very much. 

Even if Peggy Joyce were twins 
and both were in the picture it 
wouldn't have helped either. When 
a comedy is annoyingly unfunny the 
girl in it appears at°a disadvantage, 
too. 


As to Gags 

Buster Keaton as “Steamboat Bill 
Jr.,” will bring many passengers 
into the Rialto and give them @ 
good time. Buster was trained on &@ 
coat collar and he’s still in train- 
ing. He takes his knocks as casual- 
ly as a Ford and with as little 
damage, to himself. 

It did seem as though he was try- 
ing to gain permanent ownership 
of some gags by using them three 
times in succession but a good gag 
can stand wear. = 

There must be a girl and Marian 
Byron supplied her. She doesn't 
have to act and so Miss Byron 
didn’t. Her frocks were simple, 
sleeveless ones. 


Betty’s Pretty Wig 

“The Desert Bride’ was taken 
from a story called “The Adven- 
turess,” and it must have traveled 
a long way. Probably a complete 
story still untouched in the book, 
One advantage in these Argbian 
settings, the hero always falls soft 
on pillows and there’s a quantity of 
hangings and balconies for him to 
swing on. 

An auction block sceen was only 
dragged in for the use of the ad- 
vance screen notices that make 
every unseen picture a_ sensation. 
Betty Compson. in the prettiest wig, 
wore numerous bracelets on both 
arms, with a bead-trimmed white 
crepe frock. A dress of printed 
chiffon had its apron front edged 
with narrow ruching, and the ends 
of the long scarf collar hung from 
a jeweled pin that caught it on the 
shoulder. 


Jobless Girls Syndicate 
Waterbury, Conn., May 22. 

EKight girls, who recently closed 
with various revues, opened an act 
of their own at the local Palace 
last week. 

They are Dorothy Sternberg, Ger- 
trude McCoy, Edna Barrett, Lillian 
McCoy, Helen Larkin, Billie Wal- 
ters, Lucille Johnson and Imelda. 


Max Davidson has started his 


second picture of a new series for 
Hal Roach. Gene Morgan and Dore 
othy Coburn in cast, 
directing. 


Arch Reeve 
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n the Square Button Tagging in NY.]/ Joys and Glooms of Broadway 
Buttons tagging one as a By N. T. G. 
English Cigarettes Hurting mrmber of the official commit- 
With the introduction of Three Castles and Three Kings cigarets, tee welcoming Tom Mix to : 
English products, into the American market another cigaret war looms New York made their appear- The “back to the lang” urge among show people is spreading lred 
The new smokes sell at two packs for a quarter and to meet the com- ance on the eoat lapels of Stone’s ranch, once at Amityville, now in Connecticut, is well known. 
petition the wholesale price of the popular domestic brands have been Times Squarites Jast week. Allan Dinehart has a 100-acre farm near Stamford. Mark Luescier has 
reduced. These cuts may shortly be reflected in the prices charged by | Mix is at the Hip this week. a show place on Leng Island. All of these are real farms, not estates. 
the retail cigar store chains. This reception gag is becom- Eddie Canter tells us he's going to make a farm rather than an estate 
Lucky Strikes, which has recently been using extensive advertising | ing quite the thing this sum- of his new big place at Great Neck. 
space, is reported to have benetited by a 56 per cent increase of sales | mer and hundreds of aspirants And now a group of six theatrical men, all of considerable wealth 
during the first three months of this year as comparcd with the first ! for Grover Whalen’s job find and great incomes, have evolved the idea of building a colony of their 
quarter of 1927. - time hanging heavy on their own, each With a separate house, preferably a log eabin, on a place of 
Manufacture of domestic cigarets last year showed an increase of ; hands when there is no ene about 100 acres, in the real country districts, and run it as a comunity 
geven billion, 97,000,000,000 being sold and giving a fair indication of | booked fer welcoming to the farm. 
the increase in the number of femme smokers. Nine other leading | main stem. To this end they came up to our place in Ramsey, N. J., over the 
nations consumed collectively only 81,000,000,000 cigarets. i week-end to look the country over. Several are strongly interested tn 
| the Vaudeville Managers’ Protective Association and the N. V. A. and 
Wide Open Beer Joint agreed with us that an actors’ farm eould easily be established and 


The speakeasy doing the business these days is one with no lock on 
the door, no free lunch and no membership card necessary for admis- 
gion. Anybody who can find the spot can get in. Beer is the only thirst 
quencher sold on the premises and hard liquor brought in and poured 
is confiscated by a bouncer. German food specialties at moderate prices 
fn addition to high powdered, but not needled, beer is the lure. The place 
is said to be doing better than a grand a day, drawing the most 
conglomorate crow4 in the city nightly. 


Extra Ace Gents Thick 

When a liner arrived from London recently it was reported profes- 
gional card sharps had nicked a number of passengers. The captain 
was said to have made one gambler return his winnings and destroy an 
I. O. U. Asked how the racket was, another sharper complained there 
were six mobs of three men each on board and business had been rotten. 

Mad Now Patch 

Roger Wolfe Kahn and Hannah Williams (Williams Sisters) have 
patched it up. They had a “mad” on for over a year but with the sisters 
opening at the Little Club, New York (also doubling this week at the 
Capitol), they patch. 


Betsy Ross’ $700 Verdict . 
For Missing Fur Coat The Nosey Reporter 


Betsy Ross, a lineal descendant of 


the designer of the American flag Every week he thinks up |* 
and a former cinema actress, re- something and wants to know. 
covered a verdict of $700 and costs| | Shut your eyes when you see 

in the Seventh District Municipal him. 

Court before Judge John J. Sulli-; 


van. Miss Ross sued Morris Blum 
and his two sons, Samuel and Louis, 
for the loss of a fur coat valued at 
$1,800. Miss Ross paid $800 for the 
coat. 

Morris Blum lives at 340 River- 
side drive. He has an establish- 
ment at 33 West 46th street. The 
coat was taken to “Blum’'s” Jan 7, 
last, to be “glazed.” Miss Ross 
called later, and the coat could not 
be found, she averred. She stated 
in her complaint “Blum’s” offered 
her $600 when they could not find 
the coat. 

The Blums denied the loss of the 
coat. Miss Ross declares that they 
admitted she came into the piace 
with the coat to have it repaired, 
but that she left with it. The case 
was before a jury for two days. 
They were out 10 minutes. She sued 
for $800. Miss Ross was represented 
by Richard Enright of the law firm 
of Groehl and Weiss. 

Miss Ross’ home is in Baltimore. | 
She cancelled a trip on the “Beren- 
garia” to sail for Paris to fight the | 
action. She has been engaged by a 
large Parisian house as a model. 


OUT FOR PUBLICITY 


This week’s catch: When are 
fliers busiest—in the air or at ban- 
quets? 


Mrs. Aggie Rathsmuller, ‘delica- 
tessen operator, Astoria, L: 

“There are no flies in my shop.” 

James Barclay Haverstraw, home- 
body, 330 South street, New York 
(temporary): 

“I say it’s up to the fliers them- 
selves.” 

Josie Jaundice, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.: 

“For me, I prefer the air.” 

Augustus Blotz, shoe fixer, Harts- 
dale, N. Y.: 

“Why did you poke your nose in 
this?” 

Armelia Tarreyton, 
Union City, N. J.: 

“Every man who chances his life 
should be punished.” 


roller skater, 


spinster, 


Broker Beaten Up in 
Front of Tex’s Place 


Rutledge Birmingham, 35, broker, 
who said he lived at the Hotel Bel- 
mont, 42nd street and Park avenue, 
walked into the emergency ward of 


ae Roosevelt Hospital and asked Dr 
So Schulman Characterizes Wife's! Traeger to attend his right eye 
Annoyance Charge | that was swollen twice its normal 
size. The orb was badly. dis- 
“Your Honor, I am not anxious to | 

have Mr. Sehulman prosecuted. All His tux” was bloodstained and 
that I ask is that he be restrained 
from annoying me,” said Mrs. Harry some 
(Lillian Bond) Schulman, former we 
English dancer of 45 West 70th 
Street, to Magistrate Edward Weil keeps open all night. Birmingham | 
in West Side Court. | Was unable to say whether he had 
“That can be easily accom-|€e" in Texas’ place. 
Plished,” countered the jurist. pace, 
“My client hasn't annoyed Mrs. I don't know Detectives David | 
Schulman,” said the attorney for Mullee omg 
the husband. “It is a cheap method West 47th street station quoted; 
of obtaining publicity,’ he contin- Birmingham as saying. “I had just | 
ued. The attorney then offered the | left the place, where I spent plenty 
court ai sheaf of newspapers, in- | 
cluding the “Graphie,’ with the Ws 

pictures of the dancer on the first Birmingham. ‘ 
page. The detectives went to the Bel- 
jured by efforts to gain publicity | There it was stated that he was not| 


‘hey have 
since, 


registered at that hotel. 


for herself,” said the attorney. “J ; 
been to lorate him 


am told that she sought a job with | 


una bie 


Earl Carroll. She was told to get | | 
Some publicity and she has, as the . 
Court ean see,” Failed to Marry, 
“That is not so.” stamped Mrs. 
aaa. Jos. LaPorte Arrested 
an, 
“Will vou annoving Mre ian gry }9 hostess jin the 
Schulman?” asked the Court. !Charm Club and living at 204 West 
“T have never annoyed her, and 'a3th street, withdrew her compliint 
moreover, 1 won't, the Court can! against Joseph La Porte, 21, leader 
rest assured,” shouted Schulman. {of the La Porte Orchestras onl 
The dancer left, accompanied by! living at 479 West 146th street. 
her mother, Harriet. | The orchestra leader was arrested | 
“Too much mother-in-law,” svid|; by Detectives Edward Schnaible 
Schulman. The latter is connected! and Ernest Rice of the West 160th 
With the National Stage Children’s! street station. La Porte was! 
i 


Association, 562 5th Avenue. charged with seduction. 


' boulevard, 
a 


| Walgren & Co., 


Voluntary 


Baseball Pool Office 


Raided by Police 


A spectacular raid on an alleged 
baseball pool outfit at 158 West 45th 
street was led by Deputy Chief In- 
spector James S. Bolan and a squad 
of sleuths. Nine men were 
seized and a patrol wagon laden 
with paraphernalia taken to th: 
West 47th street station. 

Baseball pool books listing 
prizes™ and combination 
sheets were taken. Three of the 
priseners entered the premises while 
the raid was being conducted. The 
police alleged that the trio that 
carne separately several 
chance books in their possession. 

They were all charged with vio- 
jating section 974 of the Penal Law 


his 


the 


various 


that deals with Lottery-Policy. The 
names the prisoners gave were 
Frederick Tramley, 51, 500 West 


48th street; ‘Fom Rovelli, 19, clerk, 
643 Kast 183d street; John Williams, 
35, clerk, 80 162d street, Jamaica, 
Queens; Louis Lear, 53, 2471 Eighth 
avenue; Geo. Edwards, 42, 500 West 
20th street; Sam Katz, 27, 200 Bay 
‘5th street, Brooklyn; Geo. Lobert, 
-7, 82 Northern boulevard, Queens: 
Joe Jacobs, 35, 40 West 60th street; 
Robt. Mandell, 25, 42 West 60th 
street. 

According to the raiders, Mandell 
is quoted as saying that he was in 
charge. Tramley, Rovelli and Wil- 
liams were held by Magistrate Icd- 
ward Weil in West Side Court for 
trial in the Court of Special Ses- 
sions. The others were dismissed. 

The “Pool’ is known as the Al- 
bany baseball. Prize books bore the 
initials of C. C.-B. M. A. The books 
showed 16 combinations. High prize 
was $3,500. Low prize, $1,500. When 
the prisoners were taken to tli 
West 47th street station, ‘Stitch’ 
MeCarthy, well- Known bondsman, 
bailed out the defendants. 

The prisoners were taken out of 
room They had a suite of two 
rooms. Recently District Attorney 
John McGeehan of the Bronx de- 
elared warfare on the various bise- 
ball pools and ordered them to quit 
the Bronx. 

They apparently feared the Bronx 
prosecutor and b®@ran to make their 
headquarters in Times Square. In- 
spector Bolan has received many 
complaints from wives of men wher 
lost their earnings in the base- 
pools, The law specifically 

that anyone found to have a 
chance book on them shall be held 
for Special Sessions Court. The 
prisoners stated they were playing 
pinochle when the raiders entered 


53; 


have 
ball 


states 


Charge Speakeasy Owner | 
With Robbing Girl | 


William Doyle, 28, 210 West 84th 
street, part owner of a 


speakeasy, 


| waived examination when arraizncd 


Magistrate Weilin West Side 
Court on a robbery charge and was 


betore 


held for the Grand Jury without 
bail. 

Dovle is accused of having struck 
Catherine McNey, 20, 7 Linden 


blackjack and robbing her 
of $1.495, which she was taking from 
7aramount Theatre 


building, to the Chemical Bank in 
the same building, 

After the assault Doyle fled! 
through Broadway and was caught 
a blovk away by Detectives States 

nd Miller. Fingerprint records; 
hewed that Doyle had been ar- 


before in Californi: 


rested twice 


Wm. H. Roberts’ Debts 


William HI. Roberts, Times square 
realtor, 1457 Broadway, his tiled a 
Gecjaration’ of bank 
aptey. 

No assets and liabilities of $14,- 
652. 


3rooklyn, over the head | 


jimum sentence. 


conduc’ ed on a self-supporting basis, 
Perhaps our idea will bear fruit after all. 


Dr. Jack Romano, magician and mystic, was doing his stuff early one 
morning in the Fexas Guinan Club. 

“Whatever part of my body I touch,” he said, “will become nuib." 

Guy ata front table looked at the girl with him and said: 

“Has he been touching your head?” 


Chorus Girls Razzing 
Seymour Felix was introduced on the floor of one of the night clubs. 
He was announced as dancing master of “Rosalie.” It was well known 
that Felix drives his girls pitilessly in rehearsals. So, mixed with the 
reception, was a razz. Three “Rosalie” girls were jin the house. 


Will Mahoney’s Nerve 

Will Mahoney gave an exhibition of gameness and nerve on the stage 
of the Carroll Theatre a few nights ago. In completing one of his 
staggering falls he wrenched his ankle. He sat on the stage and gigged 
while he tried to get up. Couldn't make it. He got part way up, 
floundered and fell again, but toward the exit. With the fall he pulled 
an ab lib gag. 

Audience, thinking it a part of his act, howled. And so, gagging and 
falling, sometimes crawling, he worked his way across the stage to an 
exit and a terrific roar of appliuse. He couldn't get back to acknowl- 
edge it. 


After Phil Baker's disastrous experience as a night club owner with 
the former Fay Follies he used the gag, “The waiters took orders from 
nobody.” 

We saw that on the screen at a movie in Ridgewood last week 


Some Years Later ° 
A little bit of a boy came out on the stage at the Paramount and 
wowed ‘em with his dancing. Name, Tommy Wonders. Never heard 
it, but the dancing, particularly a Russian dance, was familiar. ‘Then 


we remembered. 

It was during the Will Hays movie charity drive when we were con- 
ducting teams of debutantes, chorus girls and stars to theatres and night 
clubs putting on shows and collecting money. A Russian troupe joined 
us and went on at Reisenweber’s. A little nine-year-old Russian boy 
did amazing dancing. Dave Lamarr offered $20 for an encore. Kid was 
marvelous. Hardly spoke English. And now, the Paramount, a real hit. 


Bobby Feldman was busy steering his chorus girls into a benefit at the 
Astor. In the audience he noticed several ministers. Going up to one 
he asked him to come back stage with him and look at some of the 
costumes worn by the girls. The man of the cloth complied, looking over 
the semi-nude girls, and put his official okay on their costumes, but not 
before he had called in three other clergyman to help him come to a 
decision. 


Negro Channel Swimming 


DIP ESCAPES LIFE TERM 
Girl—Fund Being Raised 


Harry Lewis Gets 5 Mos. 29 Days; 


Pauline Juekson, actress and 

Limit Sentence swimmer, plans to swim the Kng- 

—— lish channel next August. If sue- 

a cessful she will be the first colored 

In being sentenced to five months person 10 have aeeomplished the 
and 29 days in the workhouse, Harry 4 fear, 

Lewis, 34, 100 West 115th street, re- Miss Jackson’s last stage uppear- 


was in “Rang Tang,” the col- 


ored show, when with that show she 


ance 


break. Had it not 
that the complain- 


ceived a lucky 


been for the fact 


entered the big swim at wake On- 

ent against Lewis had to leave town |tario and was in the water three 

immediately and @id not know when}#nd one-half hours longer than 

Ge re » Wrig- 

he would be able to return, Lewis | \7C0TBe Young, who won the Wrig 
‘ey Catalina Island swim. 

might have been sent to Sing Sing Miss* Jackson will have her ex- 

for the rest of his life. penses poid by a fund now being 

Just as the show at the Klaw the- {Started by colored people. Midnight 

benefit show June 6 at the Lafay- 


atre was breaking the other night 


ette theatre in Harlem goes for the 
Lewis espied John Nagaree, 
merchant from Scranton, Pa., try- With Miss Jackson for the pro- 
ing to push his way through the; posed swim is her trainer, Wiliam 
‘adlo, Jr., and Prof, Daniel \Vash- 
crowd, The debonair Lewis thoasht an eormer trainer of Jack John- 
he would assist. In doing so het oo 
deftly extracted the Met of the Mies te 
stout merchant from his hip pocket feolored member of the Internationa) 
Nagaree felt his wallet, which | Professional Swimmers, 
ontained $500, disappearing and 
caw Lewis hastening away. Fle 
started after shouting an 
alarm. Lewis began to run and Noisy Song Shep 
Policeman Kenny, Traffie B, took 
up the chase, as did others. Lewis ~ 
ran to Broadway and then north. For the second time within a 
He had not gone far when nabbed. | chort period, Harry D. Squires, of 
iThe wallet was recovered, and ithe Roxy Song Shop, 1715 Broad- 
Lewis, protesting his innocence, was! way, has been summoned to West 
led to West $ith street station On | Side Court to “cut down” his loud 
a larceny charge. His fingerprint |) speaker over the entrance of his 
ecord revealed that this was the shop. Squires promised Mavistrate 
6th arrest for Lewis and that he} jcdward Weil that he would 
had served numerous terms in “But, your Honor, I] would jike to 
FOU es get a break with the theatre crowd. 
When the case was called before Most of my patrons are the 1.eatre- 
Magistrate Weil in West Side Court yocrs.” 
Navaree pleaded that he could not The complainant in the action was 
spare the time to spend in court the HHKutel Woodward, directly «across 
Magistrate Weil consented to have rom the Roxy Song Shop. 
the charge changed to disorder): Guests have moved and others 
‘conduet. He then imposed the max- | pace the floor, an attorney for the 


note] stated. 
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50 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper.”) 


John Morrissey, who had come 
out of an up-state rolling mill to 
win the Irish-American prize fight 
title and then had made a fortune 
in gambling houses, died, and al- 
most the entire sporting department 
is taken up with accounts of his 
amazing career. Morrissey went 
into politics, fought “Bill” Tweed, 
New York’s political czar, and was 
elected to the New York Senate, 
which went to his funeral in a 
body. 


Morrissey, who cauldn’t read or 
write until he was 20, became a 
friend of Commodore Vanderbilt. 
Tweed had him read out of Tam- 
many Hall, and then, when Tweed 
was in prison, he was received back 
into the organization. He had the 
reputation of being a square gambler 
and a fighter who never hit below 
the belt. 


Several were killed and many in- 
jured when Orangemen and Cath- 
olic Unionists clashed in Montreal. 


William Winter visited the simple 
grave of Charlotte Cushman near 
Boston. He reported the actress's 
last resting place was marked by a 
small stone and a movement was 
started to erect a memorial to her 
life. Winter was dramatic critic of 
the New York “Tribune” and the 
leading writer on the theatre. 


Pat Gilmore’s 22d Regiment band 
sailed for Europe, the first Ameri- 
can musical organization of the 
kind to venture abroad. 


Conviction of giving an immoral 
performance meant something. John 
Berry, who ran the Columbia Opera 
House in New York, was found 
guilty and sentenced to eight months 
in jail besides a fine of $150. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper’’) 


DeWolf Hopper took a new wife 
in Edna Curry of the same com- 
pany, playing Gilbert and Sullivan 
revivals in New York. 


Keith office booked Ching Ling 
Foo at $2,000 after refusing that 
figure and trying to prevent Proctor 
and Hammerstein from playing the 
act. 


Big time booking deals were in 
the lime light. John Considine re- 
signed from the V. M. P. A. during 
a@ controversy in which he charged 
that the Keith people had “stolen” 
an act under contract to him and 
the association had refused him 
protection. 


Roscoe Arbuckle was signed for 
comedy roles on the screen by 
Bauman & Kessel, of the New York 
Moving Picture Co., leaders in the 
comedy division. 


Edison talking pictures 
flop everywhere. Proctor threw 
them out of his New York houses 
and they were withdrawn from sev- 
eral Chicago theatres. 


David Belasco accepted for pro- 
duction an original play by Roland R. 
Molineaux, who had spent months 
in the Sing Sing death house awalt- 
ing execution for murder following 
the most noted criminal trial of the 
decade, a case that for national in- 
terest overshadowed the Thaw- 
White trial. 


Will Rogers was playing the Ma- 
jestic, Dallas, Tex., for the Inter- 
state and went to the local rodeo as 
a visitor. They lured him into the 
arena and the monologist acquitted 
himself creditably riding broncs. 


The Play Mart opens a stock at 
the American, Passaic, N. J., May 
24, under the direction of George 
Damroth. In the cast are Bert 
Young, Neil Barrett, Joseph Rosser, 
George Graves, Ruth White, Lillie 
Van Arsdale, Barbara Winchester. 


“were a 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Speculation always reverts in film circles as to whether and when Par- 
amount and Loew's will get together, openly, in a merger, amalgamation 
or consolidation, With picture theatre chains extensively expanding 
through mergers, gradually drawing the lines of the independent theatres 
closer, and with Paramount's Publix or Loew’s of late seemingly partici- 
pating in them, it’s expected that sooner or later the combination of the 
two big companies will occur. 

Currently Paramount as a picture concern and Loew’s M-G-M appear 
to easily co-ordinate in a general way, while their theatre ends, Publix 
and Loew's, are openly and jointly operating, in stage productions and 
bookings. 

Reports along these lines are usually predicated upon the retirement 
of Adolph Zukor. Mr. Zuko. seemingly has accomplished or achieved all 
that it humanly possible for his Paramount organization and business. 
What’s left amounts to adding to or finishing what he has brought for- 
ward. Some say Zukor, now that he placed Paramount where it is, might 
like to play around with it, with the worry out. Others think that per- 
haps it may be a question of his successor. Jesse Lasky is reported hav- 
ing ideas about that also. Lasky, as the oldest Zukor associate, and with 
his name linked in the title, is said to believe he is the logical successor 
if the present head should retire. 

But Lasky is a producer only. For that reason, it is claimed, Zukor 
might chose one of his heads of staff more widely conversant with all of 
the business. 

On the Loew end, of course, it’s Nick Schenck. 


Pre-advance predictions on big pictures from those in some way in- 

terested usually work two ways. They may carry some conviction and 
to those believing, the picture therefore goes before them pre-plugged 
and more is looked for than ordinarily would be. While to the others 
who know that the film producers as a rule are pretty certain of what 
they have before publicly shown, the preliminary high-tout publicity is 
accepted as a tip-off that there’s something loose somewhere, so the 
knowing go looking for it on the screen. - 
» When picture makers are confident they have a big picture, the last 
thing they want is advance word to generally slip out. Rather would 
they in that case prefer slipping the picture quietly on the screen, and let 
the public doing the talking afterward. 

Anytime anyone in the show business says he has something great 
before showing it, that only makes it harder, no matter what it may be. 

d often makes it very much worse. 


One of the chatter writers on the coast conducting a daily movie 
column for one of the leading feature service companies in the east, is 
forced to send her copy over a wire with headquarters in a newspaper 
office which the Los Angeles drama editor has access to. It is the habit} 
of the latter to cop lead-off stories of this column, which the writer finds 
it very hard to procure in spite of the keen competition for scoop news. 
The local editor was called for his tactics and is said to have apoligized. 


A report coming out late last week saying Pathe showed a loss of two 
millions was thought that day to have knocked off the Pathe quotation of 
around 20 at the time to 16%. The understanding is that Pathe did have 
such a loss or deficiency, but that it was an accumulated one, covering 
the previous two or three years. 

The story is that when Joe Kennedy of FBO assumed the reorgan- 
ization of Pathe and up to the recent time when Kennedy returned from 
the coast, then arranging with the bankers for Pathe-DeMille product 
funds, that Kennedy insisted all deficiences be charged off of the Pathe 
books. That was done, apparently. It left the Murdock-Kennedy ad- 
ministration starting off with Pathe cleanly and without carrying the 
deadwood of the losses previous to their occupation. 


Dolores Del Rio, at the opening of “Trail of ’98” at Grauman’s Chinese, 
Hollywood, declined to make a personal appearance and drew comment 
from Fred Niblo, acting as m. c. for the occasion. Miss Del Rio’s re- 
fusal was the first instance of a player high hatting the mob at a 
premiere and was attributed by her friends to too many business ad- 
visers and managers. 

Niblo stated from the stage that Miss Del Rio, who was in the audience, 
was too tired to come wp but perhaps she was not too fatigued to stand 
up by her seat for a moment to show her appreciation for the crowd that 
had turned out to see her work. Niblo then referred to Ralph Forbes 
as having “worked very hard in the picture, too, without being over- 
whelmed by exhaustion. Forbes appeared on the stage and received an 
ovation. 


A serial star, reputed to have accumulated a large fortune in real 
estate, is endeavoring to stage a come-back through a series of short 
subjects. Not having sufficient faith in her own Mility to put these 
pictures across the young woman succeeded in interesting outside capital 
to advance enough money to make the first subject. This was made in 
record breaking time and now she is negotiating with a local independent 
laboratory to finance the balance of the series, 


Pathe News’ modesty in telling about its scoop on pictures of the 
flyers at Greenly Island knew no bounds. One of the captions in its 
newsreel was, “Pathe News is so fast that we got the pictures of the 
finish of the flight before we got the start.” That subtitle preceding 
shots of the take off of the Bremen from Baldonnel Field, Dublin. 


S. J. Gregory of the Gregory-Bernasek Theatres corporation in Chi- 
cago is reported negotiating for purchase of the James J. Costen cir- 
cuit of 11 small houses. Costen’s circuit is known as the National The- 
atre Corporation. 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


In the Kennedy-Murdock deal of last week through which they 
secured by purchase all of the E. F. Albee common stock holdings in 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum, it is said that the other important stockholders, 
as listed in Variety last week, consented to the organization’s control as 
vested in Albee passing with the Albee stock to J. J. Murdock and the 
Jos. P. Kennedy group. They also agree that neither would dispose of 
any K-A-O stock before Jan. 1, next. 


Josephine Baker, the colored artist from New York, who became un- 
usually popular on the Paris stage, met with disfavor in Vienna and 
Budapest. In Budapest early this month four students, later arrested, 
threw bottles of sulphuric acid into the theatre where Miss Baker was 
appearing. Two of the women patrons were badly burned. 

The students stated they had thrown the acid as a protest against 
high salaried foreign artists appearing while Hungarian professionals 
are starving. 


Needing a next-to-closing act for the cut-price American, Sam “Kut” 
Kahl dispatched a messenger to Hurst and Vogt while they were at the 
Palace. On hearing “Kut’s” salary offer, the boys ejected the mes- 
senger on his ear. 

Later “Kut” wired the boys the same offer, and received the follow- 
ing surprising reply: 


“Your insulting wire at hand with its ridiculous offer. We accept.” 


Remarks at Random 


By Nellie Revell 


Atlantic City, 
With Heywood Broun and the authors of “Front Page” telling ug 


what’s wrong with our newspapers, especially those of Chicago, and 
Odd Mcintyre revealing his formula for writing a column, the newse- 
paper business is being stripped of its halo. 

Odd failed to state that imagination and personality such as he and 
but very few other columnists possess are the two most important 
requisites. 

The asptring columnists will get little help from Odd’s recipe with. 
out they too possess the God-given faculty of telling a story that makes 
the grouchiest person smile and follows it with one that reaches in and 
pats us on the heart. This isn’t log rolling for anyone who can sell a 
column that covers America and is the envy of most columnists. Only 
those who have tried writing a daily column can appreciate Mr. McIn- 
tyre’s skill and only those who have tried to sell one can appreciate his 
standing with syndicates and only those who are fortunate enough to 
occasionally be mentioned by him can appreciate his circulation. 


If profanity and vulgarity denotes virility and masculinity, the Cos- 
sacks and Northwoodsmen are fairies compared to newspaper men ag 
depicted by the cast of “The Front Page” which opened here last week, 
I'm not attempting to convey the idea that the language was new to 
or shocked me. I’ve heard most of it before but never in public or 
by sober men. If the clubwomen in Newark, where the show is playing 
this week, allow it to run undeleted they surely will never attempt to 
censor another motion picture. 


“Bugs” Baer predicts that if “What Price Glory” is ever put into the 
talking movies someone will get arrested. “Bugs” ain’t heard nothing 
yet. Wait until he hears the last line of “The Front Page.” “What 
Price Glory” was a rosary compared to some of the epitaphs bandied 
around in the press room. 

The most expert driver of army mules could enlarge his vocabulary 
if he cared to stoop to that used by Gildy Johnson, the star reporter in 
the drama’s latest bouquet to the Fourth Estate. 


Someone said “actions speak louder than words” but not in this play. 
There is nothing in the acting to which the most fastidious can take 
any exception without it is Lee Tracey changing his shirt in view of 
the audience. Incidently I had no idea it could be so adroitly done. 

It will make a greag movié but like children it should be seen and 
not heard. Personally, I think it’s propaganda of newspaper men so 
that wives and sweeties will know why they stay out late, never keep 
appointments nor bring home any money. 

The moral seems to be that newspaper men have no right to marry, 
especially an outsider who doesn’t understand the thrill of getting that 
“big story.” 


If ever I write a play, I should say, if ever I sell one, I shall insist that 
Geo. S. Kaufman direct it. Considering the very large cast, the constant 
interruptions, farcical situations and six phones going at once, George 
S. Kaufman's clever direction of “The Front Page” is to this reporter's 
way of thinking, the outstanding thing of the entire play. 


Charles Gilpin, colored, who played “Emperor Jones,” rehearsed the 
role of the colored politician but was replaced by someone else the day 
before the opening here. Since then the role has been omitted. 


The title of the above show recalls a story accredited to Arthur Bris- 
bane. A publisher’s convention was in session. One of the speakers 
remarked front pages make strange bedfellows. “Oh, no,” interrupted 
Mr. Brisbane, “it’s the other way around.” 


In the “Boardwalk Illustrated News” without which no visit to Atlantic 
City would be complete I find the following: 


“Tunney’s recent lecture on Shakespeare at Yale, which received so 
much ragging from sport-writers and fistic opponents, had an aftermath 
of waggish treatment in the very class to which he lectured. Professor 
William Lyon Phelps, good fellow that he is, wished to send a special 
Yale edition of Shakespeare edited by the University’s faculty to the 
champion, and, as an afterthought, considered it a diplomatic bit to have 
the members of the class affix their signatures. 

“One had the temerity to write ‘Jack Dempsey.’ Another ‘Johnny 
Applesauce.’ Another scribbled, adding to the endless conjecture as to 
the real authorship, ‘From the author, Francis Bacon.’ 

“All we can say is that Tunney ‘brought home the bacon,’ and the 
Yale youngsters Have still to give the world their wallop. We are espe 
cially considerate of the heavyweight’s sensitivity because of his speech 
to the crippled children to the effect that they displayed more real coure 
age than he ever did.” 

Jas. H. Stillman once warned Otto Kahn that he had better not 
“monkey with art.” Mr. Kahn it seems was considering financing some 
theatrical venture and mentioned it to Mr. Stillman, then president of 
the National City Bank. 

“You are a promising young man,” said Stillman, “but if you start 
to monkey with art we will cease to take you seriously.” 


Heavenly Thoughts of a Worldling 


Death is but the gateway to a new life—There is some satisfaction in 
knowing one can’t be killed twice. 


The proud shall be humbled. Be sure your ticket is for the right 


train, 


The just man shall fall seven times in one day—Since prohibition. 


The sins of the father shall be visited upon the children-—Florida lots 
make poor patrimony, 


_Satan is the father of liars—I’N bet his favorite lie was “You are the 
only woman I ever really loved.” 


Death comes like a thief in the night—but Is more kindly than Earl 
Bronson’'s radio—it doesn’t steal my sleep. 


The Lord loveth a cheerful giver—But butter and egg men shouldn't 
kid themselves. 


A man’s sins shall find him out—Conference or no conference. 


On the Boardwalk 
Mrs. Jerry J. Cohan, Mrs. Chas. Vion, Howard Schnebbe, 
pert, David Lawrence, Lee Shubert, Harpo Marx, Stanley 
Marc Connelly, Willie Howard, Ruth Gordon, Ross, Ste!!« 
hew, Ann Pennington, Gladys Unger, Delmar «rer, Mr. and 
man Fuchs, Ralph Locke, Mr. and Mrs. Harry israndt, Charles Kenne ys 
Lenore C, Littentle, Lucille Sears, Harry Southern, 


Jacob Rupe 
Rinehart. 
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Ceo, Jean Nathan's Grouches on 
Show Business and Its People 


On the news quest one of Vari- 
ety’s brisk young reporters stalked 
George Jean Nathan into his lair in 
a nifty 5th avenue office building 
and asked a lot of questions. He 
got a few snappy retorts and some 
interesting comments. 

Nathan was mild, civil and pa- 
tient, and talked every time the Va- 
riety guy stopped. Nathan is much 
better looking than Hannen Swaf- 
fer, accepting Swaff’s picture in 
“London Calling” as his own and 
not Sammy_Shipman’s or Maury 
Gest’s. 

Nathan thinks Variety's box score 
is okay, for Variety, but not for 
critics. He favors a two-man sys- 
tem of catching shows, theatrical 
reporter to cover the purely social, 
routine and Broadway angle, and a 
high-class critic to consider the 
play abstractly. 

American actresses, particularly 
the young ones, are the best in the 
world, according to the “American 
“Mere” tobasco kid, but the men are 
not so forte. Not necessarily lazy 
or tailored dummies, but just pov- 
erty stricken mentally, George J. 
stated. He opined it required only 
a small working surface of the brain 
ta become or remain an actor, any- 
how. 

More Dope 

The passing of vaudeville is no 
tragedy, either, according to Na- 
than, who is unable to find in his 
heart even a passing regret for it. 

George does not believe the pub- 
lic will want talking pictures or that 
they will ever amount to anything. 
He seldom goes to movies and 
thinks one out of 500 pictures might 
‘be “pretty fair.” He finds movie 
critics in New York “dreadful,” but 
thinks John C. Cohen, Jr., of the 
“Sun” the best of the lot. 

Asked what he would do if sud- 
denly faced with the necessity of 
making his living in the show busi- 
ness as a producer, Nathan sug- 
gested he might take a couple of 
powders and pin a note on his shirt. 

Nathan expressed a fondness for 
primitive show business and was 
interested in an account of a chorus 
girl in a Bowery burlesque troupe 
that stood on her head by the pro- 
scenium arch and wiggled upside 
down. Nathan thought the spec- 
tacle of hard-boiled cops raiding a 
burley-cue house to protect the 
morals of a “public’® composed of 
sailors, pickpockets and roughnecks 
was the height of something or 
other. 


Morosco’s Coast Flop 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Oliver Morosco’s second attempt 
to “come back" locally has flopped. 

Equity will have to pay off out of 
cash bond, the new show, “Hell 
Cat,” closing after five performances 
with about $1,500 in the till. 

Morosco, now operating a dra- 
matic school here, attempted to put 
the show over a short b. r., 
raised, it is understood, from his 
friends and relatives. He took Bel- 
Mont, neighborhood picture house, 
On percentage arrangement with Dr. 
Archibald, wealthy husband of ama- 
teur actress. 

Internal strife. developed within 
the company, while Morosco mean- 
while tried to promote more coin to 
keep the troupe functioning. The 
biow-up was inevitable. 

Morosco will try again. 


“Front Page” on Film 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

The story in Variety about the 
controversy between two dramatic 
Producers in New York as to which 
Owng the title, “The Front Page,” 
aroused interest at the Hal Roach 
studio. 

It was said there the title was 
used last year on a Charles Chase 
comedy and copyrighted at the time. 


Shuberts Want Jolson 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Shuberts are trying to persuade 
Al Jolson to step into “A Night in 
Spain” for its local engagement, 
Starting June 2. They are reported 
Offering the mammy king $10,000 
Weekly and a percentage. 

Jolson is scheduled to go into pro- 
duction on a new picture for War- 
ner Bros. on June 4, and it’s doubt- 
ful if the Shubert revue will get his 
Services. 


Curing Stutterers 


A play staged in 
Rostov-on-Don, southeastern 
Russia, before a doctors’ clinic, 
with all the actors and actress- 
es recruited from the patients 
of Professor Yuchenko, spe- 
cialist on stuttering. The stut- 
terers, some of whom at first 
cannot even pronounce their 
own names, are sent to the 
State clinic where the profes- 
sor cures them in three months’ 
time and then casts them in 
a play as a proof. The first 
public performance scored a 
success. No trace evident of 
the actors coming from the 
ranks of the stutterers. 

The unique company of 
actors is usually disbanded 
after the first few perform- 
ances before scientific bodies, 
no attempt being made for 
commercialization. 

Stutterers while being cured 
are usually taught to substt- 
tute their stutter by sing-song. 
From this they proceed to the 
natural conversation. 


Equity Suspends Actor 
On Producer’s Charges 


A six months’ suspension penalty 
was meted out to Ralph Cummings, 
legit actor, by Equity council last 


week, which disenfranchises the 
actor from appearing with Equity 
member casts ‘until Nov. 1 next. 
Charges against Cummings were 
brought at Equity by James W. El- 
liott, producer of “Rope.” He al- 
leged that the actor had been be- 
side himself the first three perform- 
ances, which necessitated dismissal 
and substitution of an understudy. 
In addition to the suspension 
Equity ruled also that Cummings 
will have to repay Elliott $127 
which the producer advanced him 
preliminary to opening of “Rope.” 


Hammerstein’s 2 Shows 

A musical is due at Hammer- 
stein’s on Broadway around Labor 
Day. It will feature Eddie Buzzell, 


and possibly June, the English in- 
genue, coming over for the first 
time under her Hammerstein con- 
tract, 

Hammerstein will produce an- 
other show for the fall, “Poily With 
a Past,” to music. It’s possible June 
will be switched to that attraction. 

Barbara Newberry, the dancer, 
has been engaged for the Buzzell 
show. 

A report concerning the an- 
nounced foreign picture showings 
at Hammerstein's during the sum- 
mer is elsewhere in this issue. 


Another “Bare Facts” 


The new and third edition of 
“Bare Facts” is casting with openp- 
ing set for the Triangle, Greenwich 
Village. 

Kathleen Kirkwood, producer, will 
give the revue a six weeks’ run for 
subscribers at the downtown cellar- 
ette theatre, after which she may 
bring it uptown. 


PHIL DUNNING PRODUCING 


Phil Dunning is the latest play- 
wright to succumb to the sting of 
the producing bee. Reports have it 
that Dunning will shortly bow as 
author-producer of “The Insider.” 

Dunning figured previously as co- 
author of “Broadway” and “Get Me 
Into the Movies.” 


“TOMAZA” TURNED OVER 


The Shuberts have taken over 
“Cafe Tomaza” for fall production. 
This is the musical Phil Baker and 
Ben Bernie produced with a third 
silent partner's backing. Shuberts 
and B-B are 50-50 on the opera, 


MISS COWL ON COAST 

Following Jane Cowl’s return en- 
gagement at the Playhouse, New 
York, in “Road to Rome,” it is prob- 
able she will take the show to Cali- 
fornia. 

Nothing definite on the coast move 
as yet, but it’s reported Miss Cowl. 
will likely be at the Belasco, Los 


Angeles, early in August 


JACK LINDER 


Producer of Mae West in 
“DIAMOND LIL” 
One of the outstanding hits of 
the season. 


Now in third month at Royale 
Theatre, New York. 


BOOZE COSTS KENT 
EQUITY SUSPENSION 


Council Casts Comedian Out 
for 3 Months—Drunk 
on Stage 


William Kent, haled before 
Equity’s Council to answer charges 
filed by Aarons & Freedley of being 
unable to properly perform in suc- 
cessive performances of “Funny 
Face” at the Alvin because of in- 
toxication, was suspended from 
good standing in Equity for three 
months, 


The suspension dates from May 
15, the date on which Kent was dis- 
missed from the show. 


Kent received the reprimand with 
no little feeling. He believed that 
while he might have been disor- 
derly, the punishment was too se- 
vere. He took the mark against his 
record more keenly than the sus- 
pension itself. 

The suspension merely extends 
over the summer months, ordinarily 
inactive for actors. Had his falling 
from grace caused the closing of 
“Funny Face” the suspension would 
have been much more harsh. There 
was no fine, the managers seeking 
only to justify their cancellation of 
his run-of-the-play contract, 


insulted Everybody 


It is reported a number of players 
in the company testified as to 
Kent’s condition and the names he 
called fellow artists, particularly 
the feminine contingent. 

The suspension of Kent is the 
second disciplinary action on the 
part of Equity this spring. The 
first was Jeanne Eagels, charged 
with forcing “Her Cardboard Lover” 
on tour to close It was claimed 
Miss Eagels had overindulged in the 
grape, too, for which reason she 
failed to appear in Milwaukee and 
St. Louis. Se is under an eighteen 
months suspension, expiring Sep- 
tember i, 1929. 

Through her attorney, Henry 
Uterhart, Miss Eagela has advised 
Equity that she will be present at 
the annual meeting May 28 at the 
Hotel Astor to appeal her suspen- 
sion to the membership of Equity. 

If it be the sense of the meeting 
a committee will be appointed to go 
over the Eagels case. The course of 
procedure calls for that committee 
to report at the next Equity mem- 
bership meeting. That might not be 
until next year, so the effectiveness 
of Miss Eagels’ appeal is rather in- 
definite. A special meeting may be 
called upon petition of 30 or more 
members. Should a committee call 
for a review of the case or a reduc- 
tion of the period of suspension, it 
would mean the repudiation of the 
Council’s action, 

Kent started to rehearse a vaude 
act this week with his wife, Hazel 
Kent, 

Kent was reported getting $1,100 
weekly with the show. 


GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME 


Salary cuts of from 18 to 25 per 
cent go in this week for “Excess 
Baggage,” at the Ritz, New York. 

Miriam Hopkins refused to take 
the cut, along with several other 


principals, and is withdrawing. 


Elizabeth Hines Claims Damages 


$105,000 From Ziegfeld for ‘Prestige’ 


‘Unusuals’ at Premiere 


The premiere of “Dorian 
Gray” brought forth an un- 
usual premiere audience at the 
Biltmore. 

Dorian is one .f the shadiest 
if one of the most artistic 
characters that ever came 
from the tortured brain of a 
brilliant madman like Oscar 
Wilde. 

Heavily sprinkled through 
the house were “recognizable 
most of the best known “un- 
usuals” of the Times Square 
and Village haunts. 

Beside them sat the equally 
familiar highbrows, worshipers 
of Wilde's literary genius. 


And to make it almost 
grotesquely paradoxical, not 
more than one or two first- 


string critics. 


Shea’s Two Bloomers; 


$1 N. Y. Stock Dies 


Joe Shea's stock season at the Cos- 
mopolitan, New York, fizzled Sat- 
urday, lasting but two weeks. The 
policy was to offer former Broad- 
way successes at $1 top. 

The company was co-operative 
and it is said the players received 
less than $30 each the first week. 
Shea's similar venture on the lower 


East Side, where “The Yellow 
Ticket” was offered, also ended 
Saturday. 


STOCKHOLDERS LIABLE 


Invoking Illinois Law to Collect 
From Defunct Show Co. 


Chicago, May 2%. 
A new Illinois law places stock- 
holders and directors of a corpora- 
tion responsible to employes for 
two weeks’ final salary, after said 


corporation has ceased to exist. It 
will be tested for the first time in 
Municipal Court in the case of 
Thomas L. Diggins versus the “Do 
Me a Favor” Company, Inc. 


Diggins was advance mun for the 
company’s show, which disbanded 
in bankruptcy at the Davidson, Mil- 
waukee, Nov. 13, 1927. Alli proper- 
ties were attached by a sheriff's 
writ, with two weeks’ salary 
claimed due to every member of 
the show, 

Diggins secured a salary judg- 
ment of $103 against the defunct 
corporation, but has been unable to 
collect. He is seeking restitution 
from former stockholders and di- 
rectors of the company through the 
new Illinois law. 

Attorney Harry P. Munns, of 
Lowenthal & Munns, is represent- 
ing the plaintiff. 


Exposing Freeport 

Helen Broderick (Crawford and 
Broderick) of vaudeville, will return 
from Germany soon. She is abroad 
settling up an estate of $250,000 left 
by her uncle, Herr Theodore Rober, 
who died in Leipsig, Feb. 7. 

Miss Broderi-* will return in time 
to supervise casting and production 
of her play, “Freeport,” which has 
had a west coast try-out. Edgemont 
Productions, Inc., will produce’ the 
play in New York. 

The play is about a vaudeviile 
team who eive up the stage to en- 
gage in the bootlegging business. 
It is said to have been founded upon 
facts and people in and about 
Freeport. 


MRS. BILL ROACH ILL 
Chicago, May 22. 

Mrs. Wm. Roach, wife of “Col. 
Bill” Roach, manager of the Selwyn 
and Harris theatres, was brought 
‘back from California where she had 
spent six months because of poor 
health. While en route she became 
so ill she was taken from the train 
and placed in a hospital in Emporia, 
Kans. Roach brought her back to 
Chicago from there. 


Wintz’s “Kimono” 
On the one-night and one-week 


stands next season George Wintz 
will have three musicals and one! 
dramatic. He will have one “ Zio | 
Rita,” two “Follies” and possibly a 
company of “Wooden Kimono,” 


Claiming loss of prestige because 
Flo Ziegfeld failed to use her in 
“Show Boat" as originally agreed 
on and asking for damages that 
total $105,000 to date, an important 


arbitration ruling is expected this 
week in the case of Elizabeth Hines 
versus the manager. 

There is no ruling of the kind in 
this country but the Hines matter 
parallels that of Fay Marbe who 
successfully sued C. B. Cochran in 
London last season. Cochran was 
to have placed Miss Marbe in a 
production, but changed his mind 
and engaged another actress. Al- 
though he paid salary regularly to 
Miss Marbe, she alleged her pro- 
fessional standing was impaired by 
the replacement and won a verdict 
of $15,000. 

Miss Hines was given a run of 
the play contract for “Show Boat" 
by Ziegfeld early. this season. The 
production was delayed for a time, 
Miss Hines, in the interim, was 
notified she would not be used in 
the show, Norma Terris being en- 
gaged instead, 

Under Equity rules two weeks’ 
salary was due Miss Hines, but she 
refused to accept such a settlement. 
After some interchange, Ziegfeld 
agreed to arbitrate, Later the case 
came before Justice Mullen who de- 
cided there was nothing to arbi- 
trate. The Appellate Division of the 
New York Supreme Court reversed 
Mullen, 

In the office of Judge Alfred R. 
Page sitting as the neutral ar- 
bitrator, three days were-used for 
the case last week, Judge loose 
acting for Miss Hines and Lloyd 
Stryker for Ziegfeld. The decision 
is expected Thursday. 


Miriam Hopkins’ Divorce 


Miriam Hopkins, who left “Excess 
Baggage” at the Ritz, New York, 
last week, has gone to Chicago, 
seeking a divorce from Brandon 
Peters, an actor now in Australia, 
The couple were married in that 
city about two years ago. 

Clarence Darrow is attorney for 
Miss Hopkins, who is due to sail 
for Europe shortly and who is ex- 
pected among friends to return the 
bride of Austin (Billy) Parker, 


Press Show in Aug. 


“Gentlemen of the Press,” written 
by Ward Moorhouse of the New 
York “Evening Sun” dramatic de- 
partment, will be produced by 
Thomas Jackson and H. S. Kraft. 
Out of town premiere is dated for 
Aug. 13. 

George Abbott will stage the 
show, with the cast holding John 
Cromwell, Helen Flint, Hugh O’Con- 
nell, Carlotta Irwin and Russell 
Krouse. The latter is on the staff 
of the New York “Evening Post.” 


Jean White’s Sorrow 


Chicago, May 22, 

Jean White, here in “Sunny Days,® 
has filed a $100,000 breach of prome 
ise suit against Leroy Shaw, retired 
realtor, through Attorney Phil R, 
Davis. 

Miss White is the former wife of 
Milt Green, one time treasurer of 
the Auditorium theatre and famous 
as the only treasurer who set aside 
a trust fund for himself so he 
wouldn’t squander his money. 

Shaw promised to marry her Jan. 
1, according to Miss White, but has 
postponed the nuptials from month 
to month, though he has hired an 
apartment and furnished it for 
honeymooning. She further alleged 
that Shaw knocked her down when 
she asked about a wedding. 

Damroth’s Brokerage 

George Damroth, stock producer, 
has opened a play brokerage and is 
handling the bureau in conjunction 
with his stock activities. 

Damroth is organizing summer 
stocks for Brooklyn, Paterson, N. J, 
and Glen Cove, L. L 
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Babe’ Wid 
Open Eyes Menace 
To Coast Marks 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Up on the hill where the men’s 
¢lubs are clustered it is reported 
that there is considerable apprehen- 
fion on the part of numerous 
wealthy San Franciscans who fear 
that Bertha (“Babe”) Kaths, for- 
mer ‘Follies’ girl, may spill] a lot 
more beans. 

Rabe has made it tough for 
Claus Spreckels, wealthy native son 
with a wife and four children. She 
announced to the world that 
Spreckels had bought her an auto- 
mobile, bungalow and lots of nick- 
nacks. 

The dis@losures followed Babe be- 
ing picked up some days ago in Los 
Angeles by dicks. She was released 
and has returned to San I'rancisco, 
not as welcome as formerly. 

It seems that Babe has those wide 
open eyes und is a party-goer. 

She has met some awfully nice 
men and they now know her well. 

But as she is supposed to also 
know some awfully clever lawyers 
the combination is disquieting to 
several of the nice men, 

Those who were generous, partic- 
ularly. 

No letter writers, however. 


Ma-in-Law Blamed in 


Ula Sharon’s Divorce 
Kansas City, May 22. 

Ula Sharon, of this city, late fea- 
tured dancer with Beatrice Lillie’s 
“She’s My Baby,” is seeking free- 
dom from her husband, Carl Ran- 
dall, also a dancer, and is charging 
desertion. 

Miss Sharon said she and her hus- 
band had never lived together and 
that she was “a wife in name only.” 

“The trouble has been that Mrs. 
Minnie Mae Randall, Carl’s mother, 
won't let him out of her sight, and 
no matter where we've’ gone 
throughout the three years we've 
been married, either his mother or 
father has gone along as chaperon. 

“While we were married three 
years ago, it was not until December 
of last year that Carl would admit 
it to his mother. People won't be- 
lieve this statement I know, but 
Car] turns over everything he makes 
to his mother, and she gives him 
$50 a week allowance. There is no 
personal animosity between Carl 
and me, but our marriage, of course, 
is impossible.” 

The suit for divorce was filed in 
Chicago, where Carl Randall is ap- 

pearing in “Sunny Days,” with a 
dancing partner, Peggy Cornell, also 
of Kansas City. 


Cast Changes 


Alexander Clarke, Jr., has replac- 
ed Herbert Clark in “Excess Bag- 
gage” at the Ritz, New York. 

Betty Byron has supplanted Berta 
Donn in “My Maryland.” 

Regina Wallace, who had been 
sent to Cleveland to play the lead- 
ing role in “Elmer Gantry,” walked 
out of the rehearsals last Thursday. 
Miss Wallace appeared only in one 
act. She had read the book pre- 
vious to accepting the engagement 
and had rehearsed for almost a 
week. Her contract permitted the 
withdrawal. 

The leading ladies in “Good 
News” in New York and Chicago 
were taken ill within the last two 
weeks and the same understudy 
substituted for each. Mary Lawlor 
was out of the New York cast for 
10 days, with Margaret Lee her un- 
derstudy. When Miss Lawlor re- 
turned Margaret Lee had to rush 
to Chicago to sub there, 

Walter Catlett, late of “Rio Rita,” 
has been signed by Aarons & Freed- 
Jey. He will replace Don Barclay in 
“Here’s Howe.” 

Another recent A. & F. engage- 
ment is that of Rudolph Cameron 
to take Alan Hearns’ place in “kun- 
ny Face,” the latter having been 
switched to “Here’s Howe.” 


Barrymore Tour Closing 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Ethel Barrymore closes her tour 
and season at the Columbus, San 
Francisco, June 9. 
entire company of ‘The Con- 
"fen patnry ta New York. 


The 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Scandals” (George White). 


“Chopin’s Romance” (Shu- 
berts). 

“The Fast Worker” (Adams 
& Walling). 

“Love Mist” (Reed & Mar- 
bury). 


“One Mile Up” (Paul Streger). 


“By Request” (George M. 
Cohan). 

FUTURE PLAYS 
“The Brass Ring,” by Phillip 


Dunning and Pauline Armitage, is 
being cast for a summer tryout by 
Charles B. Dillingham. It’s a non- 
musical. 

Pau) Streger, who recently retired 
from partnership with Herman 
Shumlin, will produce on his own. 
Streger’s first will be “One Mile 
Up,” which he is now casting for 
summer tryout. 

“Over The Wire” gets under way 
tonight «(Wed.) at Great Neck, L. L, 
and comes to a New York house two 
weeks later. It’s the initial pro- 
duction of Stone and Vinton. 

Cast includes Doris Francis, 
Arthur Vinton, Donald Kirk, Jean 
Barrie, Edward Finley, Joseph Gar- 
ry, John Sullivan, Ruth Thomas, 
James Ford, Edward Racey, Sidney 
Elliott, Jack Talbot, Austin Cogh- 
lan, Lucette Parker, Adelaide Ron- 
delle and Iris Gray. 

“The Phantom Lover,” the latest 
play of George Kaiser, German dra- 
matist, author of “Morn to Mid- 
night,” will be produced by Gustav 
Blum in September. 

“Juvenile Follies,” musical revue, 
with a cast of 100 youngsters will 
be Jack Linder’s next legit venture. 
It is scheduled for New York in late 
summer. 

Edgar Selwyn is planning another 
try for the Kaufman-Gershwin mu- 
sical, “Strike Up the Band,” tried 
out sorne months ago but scrapped 
before coming into New York. 


The piece has since been revised 
and will make a fresh start in July. 
It will also have an entirely new 
cast. 

“Courage,” new melodrama by 
Willard Mack, next season produc- 
tion by James W. Elliott. 


“The Tomb,” mystery melo by 
John Robinson, produced by Martin 
B. Jones. 


“In The Dark,” by John Craig, 
will have a stock trial at the Lib- 
erty, Brooklyn, June 3, when George 
Damroth will install English-speak- 
ing dramatic stock following Yid- 
dish. 


The play is described as a pro- 
phetic slant on the Snyder-Gray 
murder case with Lorraine Snyder, 
grown to womanhood as the central 
character, 

Craig, the author, is currently ap- 
pearing in the New York company 
of “The Trial of Mary Dugan.” 

“The New Moon,” revised, wil) be 
given another try by Schwab & 
Mandel next month. 

“The Master’ next on list for 
production by Whitbeck and Eagan, 
sponsors of “Jimmie’s Women,” will 
bow in the latter part of July. 

Brady & Wiman are casting ‘My 
Public” for a summer tryout. It is 
due for rehearsal next week. 


Widening 45th St. 


Theatre owners in West 45th 
Street must comply with a city or- 
der to remove one foot of house 
canopies through the _ proposed 
widening of the street. Order af- 
fects both sides of the thorough- 
fare. Some of the houses started to 
comply last week. 

The Music Box is within the 
limits, due to Abe Levey’s insist- 
ence the canopy be kept within the 
prescribed lineage when built. 

The order was issued Jast year. 
The theatres affected are the Bijou, 
Morosco, Imperial, Klaw, Chanin, 
300th and Plymouth. ‘The first to 
start the slashing was the Morosco. 


Hale Hamilton’s Title Role 

Channing Pollock has engaged 
Hale Hamilton for the title role of 
his spectacular dramatic produc- 
tion, ‘Mr. Moneypenny.” 


Mary Boland, Miller’s Star 

Mary Roland next season will star 
in “The Hungry Wife,” by Arthur 
Richman. 

Direction of Gilbert Miller. 


The Fulton Players, dramatie 
stock at the Fulton, Brooklyn, did 
not put up the shutters as per 
schedule last week, but are con- 


tinuing on a week to week basis. 


EQUITY’S 2D TRY TO 
UNIONIZE FILM FOLKS 


Dulzell Will Try Now—Talk- 
ing Pictures’ Part 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Equity will make another try of 
organizing the members of the mo- 
tion picture. colony and enforce the 
closed shop in studios this summer. 
Paul Dulzell, organizer, is due here 
in June from New York to take 
over the task of strengthening 
Equity’s ranks among the picture 
mob, 


lt is figured that with the screen 
going to the sound and sight pic- 
tures a much stronger nucleus 
for organization on the part of 
Equity will exist, as the stage play- 
ers wili probably have to be brought 
in for the character dialog in these 
pictures. 


Frank Gillmore, executive secre- 
tary of Equity, was to have made 
the trip here for the task, but it is 
said he felt as a result of the in- 
ability to whip the picture situa- 
tion in line at a critical time last 
year, another should try. 

At present there are close to 750 
people in the picture colony who 
hold Equity cards, of which number 
over 400 became members of Equity 
through stage connections, 

The producers, it is said, feel that 
there is little chance of an Equity 
shop in the studios on account of 
the existence of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
The union people point out that 
they have only the so-called “fa- 
vorites” of the producers in the 
ranks of the academy and not tie 
intermediate or working group of 
players who are in the majority. 


Await Ruling on When 
Is a Musical Comedy ? 


San Francisco, May 22. 
The court is called upon to define 
“musical show,” in the cases of 
Kolb & Dill against Fred Giesea of 
San Francisco and W. R. Rusco of 
Alameda, and the countersuits of 
the last two named against Kolb 
& Dill for expenses and for dam- 
ages of $10,000 in each instance. 
The court proceedings, tried be- 
fore Judge James Quinn in Oakland 
(Alameda county) are an aftermath 
of the tour of Kolb & Dill in “Queen 
High” in 1927, and the cancellation 
of the attraction at Stockton and 
Alameda, following the elimination 
by Kolb & Dill of the chorus and 
the changing of the offering from 
@ musical comedy to a straight 
comedy (with some incidental mu- 
sic). 
Rusco bought the Kolb & Dill 
attraction for his Alameda house 
and Giesea bought it for Stockton. 
Stockton was a complete sell-out, 
with $2,972 in, while Alameda, with 
the advance sale, warranted a pre- 
sumption of at least a $3,000 gate. 
The Alameda date was cancelled 
three days before the show arrived. 
With the Stockton house filled to 
capacity and the show ready to go 
on, House Manager Nick Turner 
went before the drapes and notified 
the house there would be no per- 
formance. 
Kolb & Dill entered suit against 
both Giesea and Rusco for $1,600 
each, the amount of the purchase 
price of the show. The two man- 
agers filed counter suits, demand- 
ing their expenses and damages. 
Taking of testimony consumed two 
days, with many prominent San 
Francisco theatre men called to 
give expert testimony as to the 
definition of “musical comedy.” 
Judy;e Quinn reserved decision. 
Show people generally are mani- 
festing a great deal of interest in 
the verdict, as it means the estab- 
lishing of a precedent as_ to 
whether producers can change the 
personnel of an attratcion after it 
has been booked or bought. 


Three Fight Plays 


With three prize fight plays aimed 
for early advent in Broadway's new 
season, two are being rushed in 
ahead of “The Big Fight,” which is 
to star Jack Dempsey and Estelle 
Taylor. Gene Buck has been quietly 
rehearsing “Ringside,” which is re- 
ported due in two weeks. Another 
called “Six Ounce Love” is also in 
the offing and may be a summer 
attraction, 

“The Big Fight” is to be pre- 
sented by Sam H. Harris and Albert 
Lewis, David Belasco being slated 
to do the directing. It is mentioned 


Shows in N. Y. and Comment 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
mediocrity or loss. The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
| D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta), 


C (comedy); 


“A Connecticut Yankee,” Vander- 
bilt (30th week) (M-882-$5.50). 
Weather in favor of theatres last 
week and grosses held to same 
levels; some attractions better; 
“Yankee” again over $19,000. 
“Anna,” Lyceum (2d week) (C-957- 
$3.30). Business after opening 
night discouraging; good Satur- 
day, but indications for clicking 
not promising. 

“Blackbirds of 1928,” Liberty (3d 

week) (R-1,202-$3.30). Picked up 

well with second week's takings 
suing to nearly $13,000 in nine 
performances (midnight show on 

Thursdays); good pace for col- 

ored musical. 

“Bottled in Bond,’ Klaw (7th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Moved here from 
Booth Monday, title lengthened to 
original; business rated at $4,000 

, even with a theatre party or two. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouth (39th week) 

(CD-1,041-$3.85). Management 

now looking for continuance 

through July; business as good 
last week with gross estimated 
over $13,500. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott (29th 

week) (D-912-$3.85). Counted on 

to last into new season; still 
making excellent profits at weekly 
approximate gait of $14,000. 

“Diamond Lil,” Royale (7th week) 

(C-1;117-$3.30). Better than ever; 

good enough agency demand, at- 

traction drawing all sorts of curi- 
osity seekers; quoted at $17,000. 

“Dorian Gray,” Biltmore (1st week) 

(D - 1,000 - $3.30). ‘Independently 

presenied; based on Oscar Wilde’s 

“The Picture of orian Gray”; 

opened Monday. 

“Excess Baggage,” Ritz (22a week) 

(C-915-$3.30). Claimed to be still 

making some money; rated 

around $9,000 or bit better; 
should go through June. 

“Five O’Clock Girl,” Shubert (33d 

week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Week-to- 

week basis ‘now; slated to close 

Saturday, but expected to last 

another two weeks; around 

$20,000. 

“Funny Face,” Alvin (27th week) 

(M-1,400-$5.50).: With house and 

show under same management 

bettering even break, although 
considerably under earlier figures; 
$22,000. 

“Get Me in the Movies,” Earl Car- 

roll (ist week) -(C-998-$3.30). In- 

dependently presented and re- 
ported on co-operative basis; 
writien by Charlton Andrews and 

Philip Dunning; opened Monday. 

“Good News,’ Chanin’s 46th St. 

(38th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Like 

other run musicals business drop- 

ping during spring; ‘trade here 
holds to better figures than other 
early hits; $28,000 or bit under. 

“Greenwich Village Follies,” Winter 

Garden week) (R-1,493- 

$5.50). Specialty. people apparent 

strength of revue; rated money- 
maker with estimated puce over 


$35,000. 
“Here’s Howe,” Broadhurst (4th 
week) (M-1,118-$5.50). One of 


new musicals, aimed for summer 
trade; takings last week esti- 
mated over $23,000; good, but not 
capacity. 

“Keep Shufflin’,’” Eltinge (13th 
week) (M-892-$2.75). Final week: 
colored musical next door at Lib- 
erty (‘Blackbirds’) appears to 
have affected this one; had been 
getting around $9,000. 

“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (M- 
1,051-$5.50). Taken off Saturday 
after 21 weekS to moderate 
money; liberally cut-rated; prob- 
ably dropped under $12,000. 
“Marco Millions” and “Velpone,” 
Guild (C-941-$3.85). ‘Latter show 
eurrent (4th week); “Marco” for 
its 11th week dropped to $12,000; 
one week more. 7 

“My Maryland,” Casino (37th week) 
(O-1,447-$5.50). Doubtful of last- 
ing much longer; getting better 
trade in original berth (Jolson’s); 
estimated around $12,000. 

“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (14th 
week) (C-$46-$4.40). Slipped un- 
der $10,000 last week; dropping 
steadily, but did very well for re- 
vival first 10 weeks.’ 

“Paris Bound,’ Music Box (22nd 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Dependent 
on weather, expected to last into 
July; business again around $13,- 
000; first three months very big. 
“Present Arms,” Mansfield (5th 
week) (M-1,050-$5.50). Summer 
musical with chance to go well 
into new season; holding up to 
good figure at $26,000. 

“Rain or Shine,’ George M. Cohan 
(16th week) (M-1,371-$5.50). Ons 
of musical leaders; virtual ca- 
pacity since opening, with grosses 
$37,000 and better weekly. 
“Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (20th 
week) (M-1,750-$6.60). Although 
getting big money, not capacity 


to open at the Majestic in August. 


of late, and agency demand re- 


ported easing off; rated around 
$39,000; summe j 
planned, 
“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (22na week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Still talking of 
putting another company on 
Broadway in autumn, wit) cast 
names mentioned; record grosse 
— with weekly takings $53,< 
“Skidding,” Bijou (ist week) (Ce 
605-$3.30). Another independently 
presented attraction opening Mone 


day. 

“Strange Interiude,” Golden (17th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Clean-up 
and may stay year; plays six per- 


formances weekly only: $16,000 
right along. 
“The Bachelor Father,” Belasee 


(13th week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Lead« 
ing non-musicals; may last until 
Jan. 1; capacity to date, with 

‘ weekly pace quoted over $20,500. 

The Happy Husband,” Empire (3ra 
week) (C ~ 1,090 - $4.40). Second 
week saw excellent business, 
again around $15,000; while not 
expected to last through summer, 
getting smart trade. 

“The Ladder,” Cort (85th week) 
(D- 1,094), Million - dollar flop; 
backer pouring coin into hobby 
show; no charge for tickets; good 
break for house, a rental. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (22nd 
week) (C-1,067-$3.85). Outstand- 
ing comedy; led field for months, 
and only “Bachelor Father” get- 
ting more money now; $19,000 or 
better. 

“The Scarlet Fox,’ Masque (9th 
week) (D - 700 - $3.30). Manage- 
ment counting continuing 
through June; has done moder- 
ately well, with trade now «round 
$7,500. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 
tin Beck (35th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Run liable to end any 
week now; business down around 
$5,000 or bit better; has made 
money to moderate takings right 
along. 

“The Silent House,” Morosvo (16th 
week) (D - 893 - $3.30). Mystery 
piece of English make; money- 
maker still, but considerably off 
from earlier weeks; estimated 
around $11,000. 

“The Skull,” Forrest (5th week) (De 
1,051-$3.30). Another, mystery af- 
fair, but not as good; weekly 
profit, however; with aid of twoe« 
for-ones sold out Saturday night; 
$9,000. 

“The Three Musketeers,’ Lyric 
(lith week) (O-1,395-$6.60). Sec- 
ond to “Show Boat’? in money 
pace; but capacity and ouistand- 
ing operetta production of season; 
bettering $43,000. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (36th. week) (D-1,164< 
$3.85). Considering conditions, 
melodrama doing well enough at 
about $12,000; that mark should 
be profitable. 

“Whispering Friends,” Hudson (14th 
two or three weeks: about even 
break indicated; trade last week 
estimated under $7,000. 

Outside Times Sq.—Little—Special 

“She Stoops to Conquer,” Erlang- 
er’s; second and final week of all- 
star revival: to be fellowed by 
revival of “Diplomacy.” 

“The Outsider,” Ambassador; ree 
vival: final week. 

“The Father,” Belmont; 
closed last Saturday. 
“The Waltz of the Dogs,” 48th 

Street; final week. 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins; 
hit for little theatre. 

“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- 
lack’s. 

“Marriage on Approval,” Totten. 

“In Love With Love,” Cosmopoll- 
tan; stock idea blew up Saturday 
after a two weeks’ try; attraction 
was to have held over; under 
$1,000 reported. 

“The Road to Rome,’ Playhouse; 
peat engagement; opencd Monday. 


revivals 


“Escape” Surprise Gross 
In Washington, $11,000 


Washington. May 22. 


Back with the original cast, 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” at Polis, did 
about $7,500 last week at $1.50 top. 
At the Belasco, “Escape,” with Les* 
lie Howard, ran to a surprise finish, 
bringing a final count of almost 
$11,600. Built constantly from open 
ing. 

Steve Cochran's stock at the Na- 
tional, last week with “Merton © 
the Movies,” kept in the stride since 
the opening for the new seasons 
close to $8,000. 


| | 
| 
| 
| | 
of 
pa: 
act 
cus 
Th 
| tha 
ent 
Au 
. in 
} qu 
the 
arc 
clu 
tra 
she 
mo 
sp 
are 
| du! 
bre 
| 
offi 
| she 
anc 
lan 
| in 
fig 
| she 
ing 
at 
i Bij 
mo 
rat 
to 
he 
car 
| we 
sel 
off 
pec 
or 
big 
ap 
| “Pp 
| | Ho 
000 
“Bl 
| Ma 
pla 
| at 
$19 
| $17 
000 
| ba 
| “Cc 
$13 
“M 
orp 
| Sile 
| Bet 
“By 
cla 
$7,5 
500 
| | 500 
| Sat 
. the 
| the 
| sho 
| | | | 
| | | | “Di 
side 
| bas 
} low 
quit 
| 
| | wee 
Fol 
j the 
| con 
| T 
‘ . ba S 
| cou 
beir 
| ; bro] 
sho 
elig 
4 
“Go 
| | “Sh 
Coh 
} field 
| 
} | “Ro 
| Con 
“Thi 
| (Wi 
| | | | 
} adde 
the 
at le 
The 
“My 
Shu 
{ 
| | of 
| | (Alv 
| 


VARIETY 57 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


BUYS SHRINK: CUT RATES SWELL, 
EVEN SPRING ENTERPRISE LAGS 


“Good News” Eases to $28,000—“Blackbirds” Up to 
$13,000 and “Diamond Lil” Spurts to $17,000 


Last season at this time a scarcity 
of try-outs was evident. May in the 
t has seen plenty of new show 
activity, but managerial production 
custom appears to be changing. 
There are fewer try-outs scheduled 
than ever before. Producers appar- 
ently prefer to wait until July and 
August, when the chances for trade 
in the vacation spots is better and 
quicker decisions can be made on 
the merits of new plays. 

The number of agency buys is 
@ropping. The cut rate list now in- 
cludes some of the longer run at- 
tractions, also most of the new 
shows. The crop flop has been al- 
most uninterruptea throughout 


. spring. Only a handful of offerings 


are standing up to big business, and 
although trade was fairly strong 
during the past week, a weather 
break was favorable. When the sun 
comes out, it will react on the box 
offices. 

Last week’s skimpy list of new 
shows had “Anna” at the Lyceum 
and “She Stoops to Conquer” at Er- 
langer’s. The latter attraction came 
in for two weeks only. “Anna” isn’t 
figured to stick. Monday’s three 
shows divulged nothing of good rat- 
ing either in “Get Me in the Movies” 
at the Carroll; “Skidding,” at the 
Bijou, and “Dorian Gray” at the Bilt- 
more. The first two went into cut 
rates at once and the other figures 
to join that group, too. 

Neither weather nor conditions 
have affected “Show Boat,” always 
capacity and averaging $53,500 
weekly; “Three Musketeers,” also a 
sell-out, at $43,000 plus; “Rosalie” is 
off somewhat at $39,000 and is ex- 
pected to go through summer; “Rain 
or Shine” varies little in continued 
big business, $37,000 and over, which 
approximates capacity; “Greenwich 
Village Follies,” $35,000 estimated; 
“Good News” eased off to $28,000; 
“Present Arms,” $26,000; ‘“Here’s 
Howe,” $23,000; “Funny Face,” $22,- 
000; “Five o’Clock Girl,” $20,000; 
“Connecticut Yankee,” $19,000; 
“Blackbirds” improved, $13,000; “My 
Maryland” down to $12,000 or so. 

“The Bachelor Father” holds first 
place now among the non-musicals 
at $20,500; “The Royal Family,” 
$19,000; “Diamond Lil” went up to 
$17,000; “Strange Interlude,” $16,- 
000 (capacity); “The Happy Hus- 


band,” very good at $15,000; 
“Coquette,” $14,000; “Burlesque,” 
$13,500; “Paris Bound,” $13,000; 


“Marcd Millions” off to $12,000; 
“Trial of Mary Dugan,” same; “The 
Silent House,” $11,000 or less; “Our 
Betters” dropped under $10,000; 
“Excess Baggage” and “The Skull” 
claimed $9,000; “The Scarlet Fox,” 
$7,500; “Whispering Friends,” $6,- 
600; “Shannons of Broadway,” $5,- 
500; “Bottled in Bond,” $4,000. 

“Lovely Lady” was taken off last 
Saturday leaving the Harris dark; 
“Keep Shufflin’” closes Saturday at 
the Eltinge, which also goes dark; 
“The Waltz of the Dogs” ceases at 
the 48th Street with no succeeding 
show mentioned; “She Stoops to 
Conquer” will make way at Er- 
langer’s for another all star revival, 
Diplomacy,” Monday; “The Out- 
sider,” revival, ends at the Am- 
bassador, with nothing slated to fol- 
low. “The Father,” another revival, 
quit at the Belmont last Saturday. 
In addition to “Diplomacy” next 
week will offer a new “Grand Street 
Follies,” while “Porgy” returns to 
the Republic for a try at summer 
continuance, 


Fewer Agency Buys 

The number of shows on a buy 
basis in the agency is shrinking. A 
couple of long-run attractions are 
being handled as “regulars” by the 
brokers now, while none of the new 
shows of the past week or so were 
eligible to the list, comprised of 15 
Shows: “The Bachelor Father” (Be- 
lasco), “Here’s Howe” (Broadhurst), 
ood News” (Chanin’s 46th St.), 
Happy Husband” (Empire), 
She Stoops to Conquer” (Erlan- 
ger’s), “Rain or Shine” (George M. 
Cohan), “Our Betters” (Henry Mil- 


ler’s), “Strange Interlude” (John 
Golden), “Present Arms” (Mans- 
field), “The Three Musketeers” 


(Lyric), “Coquette” (Maxine Elliott), 
Rosalie’ (New Amsterdam), “A 
Connectictit Yankee” (Vanderbilt), 
The Greenwich Village Follies” 
(Winter Garden), 
(Ziegfeld). 
Bargain Tickets 
Several run attractions have been 
added to the cut-rate list, among 
them being “Funny Face” and “The 
Silent House.” Others added include 
at least three of the recent arrivals. 
The list numbers 24 shows in all: 
My Maryland” (Casino), . “Keep 
Shufflin’ ” (Eltinge), “The Five 
©’Clock Girl’ (Shubert), “Columbia 
Burlesque” (Columbia), “Blackbirds 
of 1928” (Liberty), “Funny Face” 
(Alvin), “The Shannons of Broad- 


“Show Boat” | 


L. A. GROSSES 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Ethel Barrymore in “The Con- 
stant Wife” brought out $20,000 on 
her first week at the Biltmore, the 
biggest dough the town has seen in 
a couple of months. “The Racket,” 
in its fifth and final week at Belasco, 
was runner-up with $14,000, a climb 
from the previous week. 

“Tell Me Again,” new musical at 
the Figueroa, opened to a reported 
$10,000 intake. “Gossipy Sex,” final 
week at Vine Street, quoted $6,300. 

“Tommy,” at the President, third 
week, copped $5,800. Sixth week of 
“New Brooms,” at Henry Duffy's 
other house, El Capitan, $5,000 even. 
$1.25 top on these attractions. “La- 
zarus Laughed,” opening week at 
Music Box, around $4,000. 

“Hell Cat,” reopening the Belmont 
as a legit house, did $1,800 in five 
performances, and goes out this 
week as flop. , 

New attractions this week include 
“Trial of Mary Dugan,” “Good 
News,” “The Last Command,” “The 
Queen’s Husband” and “Hotel Im- 
perial.” 


7 Shows Out 


Broadway’s outgoing list numbers 
six attractions, four being in the 
nature of revivals. “She Stoops to 
Conquer” closes at Erlanger’s, where 
it was booked for two weeks. “The 
Outsider” winds up at the Ambas- 
sador, while the stock at the Cos- 
mopolitan stopped after two weeks, 
last Saturday. ‘The Father” stopped 
at the same time, leaving the Bel- 
mont dark. 

“Lovely Lady,” presented at the 
Harris by the Shuberts, was taken 
off suddenly Saturday after 21 
weeks. The show was rated above 
$20,000 at the start but quickly eased 
off and was dependant on cut rates 
for the most part. Recent takings 
estimated under $12,000. 

“Keep Shufflin’,” colored musical, 
will close at the Eltinge Saturday, 
13th week. It opened at Daly’s 63d 
Street where it averaged over $11,- 
000. Trade dropped off and it moved 
to the 42d Street. Got about $10,000 
weekly there. 

“The Waltz of the Dogs,” which 
opened in Greenwich Village and re- 
cently moved to the 48th Street, will 
close Saturday. The Russian drama 
could not make the grade uptown. 


‘Hotel Imperial” in L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 16. 


Egan theatre, two months dark, 
has been taken on lease by Warren 
Millais and Sidney Sprague who re- 
cently operated at Trinity Audi- 
torium as the “Drama Guild.” The 
first play will be “Hotel Imperial,” 
the first stage production in Amer- 
ica of the story which was adapted 
to the screen last year for Pola Ne- 
gri. Olga Zacsek, Boris Karloff, J. 
Frank Glendon and William Stack 
have been cast. Millais will direct. 


KAY STROZZI’S STOCK BID 


Syracuse, May 22. 


Kay Strozzi, leading woman who 
last season headed the Temple 
Players at the Temple here, will re- 
turn to the Wilcoxians, if negotia- 
tions under way are successful. 

Miss Strozzi’s plans for a summer 
abroad were upset by the recent 
death of her father in Virginia. Now 
she has been invited to appear as 
guest leading woman for a series of 
special pieces. Miss Strozzi’s en- 
gagement, however, will in no wise 
effect Miss Janet Regal, the com- 
pany’s permanent feminine lead, it 
is understood. 


(Martin Beck), “The Ivory 
(Hopkins), “Whispering 
Friends” (Hudson), “Excess Bag- 
gage” (Ritz), “Bottled” (Klaw), 
“Paris Bound” (Music Box), “Anna” 
(Lyceum), “The Road to Rome” 
(Playhouse), “Marriage on Approv- 
al” (Edyth Totten), “Ten Nights in 
a Barroom” (Wallack’s), “The Out- 
sider” (Ambassador), “Burlesque” 
(Plymouth), “The, Skull” (Forrest), 
“The Searlet Fox” (Masque), “The 


way” 
Door” 


Waltz of the Dogs” (48th St.), “Get 
Me in the Movies” (Carroll), “The 


Silent House” (Morosco). 


Miss Hayden’s Ill Luck 


Katherine Hayden, who drew 
uniformly excellent notices in 
the principal woman role of 
“Interference” when shown by 
Joe Shea in his dollar-top rep 
at the Cosmopolitan, has gone 
away to rest—and small won- 
der; for seasons a competent 
road leading woman, she took 
a smaller salary to try Broad- 
way. Having toured in Helen 
MacKeller’s role in “The 
Storm” and Jeanne Eagels’ in 
“Rain,” she found a haven 
with the Frohman manage- 
ment, and last year was made 
general understudy, in part as 
follows: 19 times in “Inter- 
ference,” various parts; 6 
times, Phoebe Foster’s part in 
“Deborah”; 11 times the role 
of Barbara in the same; bits 
without number, in town and 
out of town; and never re- 
viewed by a critie or on a 
program once, 


$29 00 For Deck’ 
‘ReaRobe's $17,600 
Philly Features 


Philadelphia, May 22. 

Some of the town’s legitimate 
attractions jumped last week and 
others dropped. It was about a 
standoff with the cool weather and 
the absence of the circus as a com- 
petitor boosting the general average 
a little. 

The biggest gain was that of “Hit 
the Deck” at the Erlanger. This 
musical comedy, a repeat here, but 
with the saine company, started 
rather mildly and was figured as 
good for no more than three weeks. 
Now, it is absolutely set up to Sat- 
urday, June 2, which will give ita 
month’s run, and there is a good 
chance for another fortnight. 

With a $2.50 top, last week’s gross 
was nearly $22,000, a gain of about 
$5,000, and the difference between 
just ordinary trade and a substan- 
tial profit. This week's advance is 
good and with fairly good weather 
breaks, “Hit the Deck” should be 
able to hold to a pace of around 
$20,000 for a couple of weeks. If 
it does, a short summer run may be 
attempted. 

Eva Le Gallienne boosted her 
business at the Broad by about 
$3,000, getting $11,000 with her sec- 
ond week of repertory. Upstairs 
trade was capacity most of the 
week, and downstairs picked up 
heavily the last few days. With 
another week, Le Gallienne would 
undoubtedly have jumped another 
$2,000. She made a bad start here 
this time, and having to compete 
against Walter Hampden, did not 
help any. 

Walter Hampden’s attendance at 
the Lyric slumped just as much as 
Le Gallienne’s at the Broad gained. 
Ibsen’s “An Enemy of the People” 
proved a dismal successor to “Cap- 
onsacchi,” and if it had not been 
for two performances of “Ham- 
let” on Saturday, the drop would 
have been worse. As it was, the 
week's gross was about $12,000, a 
drop of $4,500 or so. This was weak 
with a $3.50 top. 

The worst sufferer was “The Red 
Robe,” at the New Forrest. It was 
claimed that this operetta, being 
expensive, would have to hold its 
original pace to stay,.and that it 
certainly did not do. The gross was 
around $17,600 with a $3.50 top. To- 
day’s papers advertised “last 
weeks,” and it is now a question 
whether the Shuberts will hold it 
in until~ something else, possibly 
their new show, “Chopin’s Ro- 
mance,” is ready, or will close for 
the summer a house just opened. 

“Congratulations,” the new farce 
sponsored by Lawrence Shubert, 
completed its two weeks’ stay at the 
Adelphi, claiming a slight gain and 
a gross of not quite $5,000. At 
any time of year this tryout might 
have clicked here; it is believed to 
have a chance, 

Last week’s one new-comer, the 
Treatre Guild’s “Porgy,” did a good 
week’s business at the Garrick, al- 
though not up to the Boston level 
The gross was a little over $16,000, 
as against about $20,000 in the New 
England metropolis. The backing 
of the Art Alliance helped. 

“The Desert Song” made slight 
gains at the end week, its ninth and 
final one at the Shubert, and 
claimed between $14,000 and $15,- 
000. It is not likely the operetta 
made much money after its first 
month here. 

This week four theatres are dark, 
and won't reopen for the summer. 
They are the Broad, the Adelphi, 
the Lyric and the Walnut. The 
Chestnut is lighted up again, with 
“The Great Necker,” the farce that 
played a single week at the Shubert 
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Three Boston Openings 
As ‘Good News’ Weakens 


Boston, May 22. 

With the town billed for circuses, 
there are three new openings this 
week, with all but one of the regular 
houses still doing business. It is an 
optimistic viewpoint for those be- 
hind the shows. Everything depends 
on the weather from now on. 

Two of the newcomers are of the 
type that are generally associated 
with mid-season—Eva Le Gallienne 
and her Civic Repertory, opening at 
the Hollis, and Walter Hampden at 
the Shubert. 

“Good News,” at the Majestic, 
keeps plugging along, $19,000, about 
$1,000 under the second best busi- 
ness done by any of the attractions, 
but is 'way below that struck by the 
same show a few weeks back, is 
perhaps the best indication that 
things are about wound up for this 
season. 

Much interest was shown in the 
booking into the Plymouth at pop 
prices of “Abie’s Irish Rose.” This 
show played here at the Arlington, 
uptown, last season. 

“Mitzi,” in the final week at the 
Shubert, did $13,000. “Rio Rita,” 
which wound up a couple of weeks 
of a return engagement at the Co- 
lonial, did $37,000 for the final week. 
This was within a few thousands of 
capacity, but there was never any 
thought of holding it for more than 
two weeks because of the cost of 
production. The Colonial has noth- 
ing booked in just now. 

The final week of “Jimmie’s Wom- 
en” at the Hollis was just so-so, 
with the business in the neghbor- 
hood of $8,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Eva Le Gallienne Co. (ist week). 
Got the play of what society element 
there is left in town. 

“Paris,” Wilbur (3d week). Going 
along at a very nice pace last week, 
$19,000. 

“Good News,” Majestic (10th 
week). The veteran of the town and 
one of the strongest of them, doing 
$19,000.for last week. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Plymouth (1st 
week). In at pop prices with $1 top 
for evenings featured. In final week 
George Arliss in the “Merchant of 
Venice” did $20,000, remarkable bus- 
iness and a personal tribute. 

“Fast Company,” Tremont (3d 
week). Still trying to work up some 
steam, with the going a bit hard; 
gross last week about $9,000. 

“Caponsacchi” and “An Enemy of 
the People,” Walter Hampden, Shu- 
bert (ist week). Hampden has a 
local following. Generally prospers; 
schools and colleges contribute, 


MINN. GROSSES 


Minneapolis, May 22. 

The Shubert gross for the second 
week of Clara Kimball Young as a 
guest star with the Bainbridge 
Players in “Daddy’s Gone a-Hunt- 
ing’”’ took a nose dive, dropping $2,- 
000 from the $9,000 first week rec-. 
ord, At $7,000 rated among the 
best of the season and spelled profit. 
There was much complaint regard- 
ing Miss Young’s avoirdupois. Scale 
was raised to $1.50 for the entire 
lower floor at nights. 

Edith Taliaferro replaced Miss 
Young as a guest star on Sunday. 
Prices again at $1.25 top nights and 
50c¢ matinees. No other legit at- 
tractions in sight. 


It is an unusual 
musical comedy 


during the winter. 
booking in this 
house, 

This week’s other opening is 
“The Madcap” with Mitzi at the 
Shubert. It is figured this musical 
may get two or three good weeks. 
Next Monday, the Martin Johnson 
jungle picture, “Simba,” opens a 
two weeks’ stay at the Garrick, and 
that about winds up the season, 

Estimates for Last Week 

“The Madcap” (Shubert, Ist 
week). Mitzi, always popular here, 
had fairly good opening, and is fig- 
ured as good for two or three 
weeks. “The Desert Song” got be- 
tween $14,000 and $15,000 last week, 
its ninth in Philly and the 86th for 
this, the original New York troupe. 

“Hit the Deck” (Erlanger, 3d 
week). Jumped healthily and now 
figured good for a run if weather 
breaks are good. Got almost $22,- 
000 last week, fine at a $2.50 top. 

“The Great Necker” (Chestnut, 
lst week). Farce, formerly seen 
here for a single week, suddenly 
booked in at a $1.50 top. 

“The Red Robe” (Forrest, 4th 
week). Operetta dropped sharply 
and got only abcut $17,600 at a $3.50 
top. “Last weeks” announced and 
house may close for season after 
just opening. 

“Porgy” (Garrick, 2d week). The- 
atre Guild’s production did well 
with about $16,000 reported. Should 
have highly profitable two-week en- 
gagement. “Simba” in Monday.” 

The Broad, with Le Gallienne in 
repertory, got $11,000. A nice jump. 
Close for the season Saturday night. 

The Lyric, with Walter Hampden 
in repertory, dropped off sharply 
and grossed just about $12,000, at 
a $3.50 top. Also closed for season. 

The Adelphi, with the second last 
week of “Congratulations,” new 
farce, had just short of $5,000. Also 
dark for summer. 


Chicago Grosses 


Below Same Wk. 
Of Last Season 


Chicago, May 22. 

This week finds the legit situa- 
tion in Chicago pretty nearly the 
same as it was in May of 1927. 
Legit houses in the loop did about 
$136,500 this week; same number of 
shows last year did around $146,000 
with the help of “Gay Paree,” which 
averaged $30,000. The closest ap- 
proach to “Gay Paree” in town at 
this time is “Good News,” at the 
Selwyn, doing around $28,000. 

This time last year it looked as 
though June 15 would find a lot of 
dark theatres, but on June 15 eight 
were running to fair business, three 
of which were musicals. Of the nine 
now in town, four are musicals, 

“Good News,” at the Selwyn, is 
still the money magnet. Gross hold- 
ing right around the $28,000 mark. 
Col. Bill Roche is getting ready to 
put “The People” into the Harris on 
June 3. This play stars Richard 
Bennett. 

When “Baby Cyclone” moves out 
of the Blackstone and “Nineteenth 
Hole” out of the Erlanger these two 
houses will go dark. “Nineteenth 
Hole” picked up on last week's 
gross and “Cyclone” is still holding 
around $16,000. “Excess Baggage” 
slightly at the Gar- 
rick, 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Good News” (Selwyn, 14th week). 
By far the best draw in the loop. 
Still holding its $28,000 gross and 
bettering, 

“Baby Cyclone” (Blackstone, 6th 
week). Dropped a few hundred, 
ranging between $15,000 and $16,000. 

“Love Call” (Olympic, 5th week). 
Falling off from $19,000 to $17,000 
this week. Was set to move into 
the Great Northern on the heels of 
“Desert Song,” but plan changed. 

“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 13th 
week). Also easing a little, this 
week’s gross off $1,500 to rest at 
$14,500. 

“Sunny Days” (Four Cohans, 2nd 
week). Getting a fair play. Favor- 
able comment by word-of-mouth; 
$26,000 gross. 

“The Nineteenth Hole” (Erlanger, 
3rd week). Finds biz picking up a 
bit; about $13,000. Golf fans 
spreading favorable word. 

“A Man’s Man” (Adelphi, 2nd 
week). Rather flat entertainment. 
Due for a short stay. Around $5,000, 

“Companionate Marriage” (Co 
2nd week). Only good for a take o 
around $3,500 this week and chanceg 
slim for a put-over. 

“Pirates of Penzance” (Stude- 
baker). Final bill of the week of 
the Gifbert and Sullivan operas, a la 
Ames. Gross touched $15,000, 
House going dark. ; 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Despite town being generally off, 
Curran continued to draw the mobs 
to “The Desert Song.” Announce- 
ment of last two weeks jumped 
business three or four grand. The 
The Macloons sure got a great break 
with this operetta. Revenue has not 
dropped under twenty grand since 
opening and that means plenty of 
profit all around. 

“Excess Baggage” a disappoint- 
ment at the Geary. Public just 
doesn’t seem to be interested in 
any more “back stage” shows. One 
more week to go. 

On the other hand, Jack Bre- 
hany’s production of “Appearances” 
is holding strong at the Capitol, 
where it is now in its ninth week. 

Henry Duffy attractions did not 
fare so well, though a seven weeks’ 
run at the Alcazar at this time of 
year is not to be sneered at. That’s 
what “Take My Advice” got. At 
the President, Duffy’s production of 
“Chicken Feed” got away a week 
ago to a bad start. Duffy opened 
“The Lady Next Door,” featuring 
Dale Winter (Mra, Duffy) at his 
Alcazar May 20. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—“Desert Song” garnered 
close to $24,000 on tenth week. Big- 
gest hit town has ever known. 

Geary—‘Excess Baggage.” They 
didn’t respond; second week failed 
to show anything at $7,800. 

Capitol —"“ Appearances.” Meller 
by former San Francisco colored 


bellboy has caught on. Eighth 
week bettered $5,500. Nice profit 
President—“Chicken Feed.” 


Whether it’s the title or what, this 
comedy failed to hit at the start. 
Opening week around $3,700. 

Alcazar—‘Take My Advice.” Seve 
enth and final week around $3,400. 
Not so good. 


ADAMS-WALLING TAKE FROLIC 


Herbert Adams and Roy Walling, 
in forming a producing partnere 
ship, have taken over the Frolic, 
New York. 

“Fast Workers,” their first pro- 
duction, will bow in at this house 
late in June 


| | | 
| | 
| | y 
| | | 
| | ii) 


58 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


} 


Plays on Broadway 


DORIAN GRAY 


Osearia Theatre Corporation presents a 
version of Oscar Wilde's ‘The Pi ‘ture of 
Dorian Gray,’ staged by Augustus Thorne, 
dramatized by David Thorne; at the Bilt- 
more theatre, May 21; $8.50 top. 


Lord Henry Wotton......--+-- Wallis Clark 
Basil Haliward..... Lionel Adams 
kK. A. Fernando 


Howard Cull 
oo cay L. Royce 
..-Helen Holmes 
Mallory 


Dorian Gray 
Lord Fermor 
Duchess of 


James Will Marsh 
Parker. Raoul De Leon 


Oscar Wilde! From the heights 
of the gods to the depths of swine. 
And when he realized, in retrospect 
and introspect, what he had done 
with his life, his genius and his 
soul, he wrote “The Picture of 
Dorian Gray.” Not an autobiog- 
raphy. A phantasmagoric diatribe. 

And now human beings rewrite 
Oscar Wilde and play Dorian Gray. 
With profane and uninspired hands 
they modernize and adapt him, and 
with clodding feet they personate 
him. 

This is just another instance. 
There have been many, Several re- 
cently. They have set his immortal 
epigrams to tincan music, They 
have made the ghosts of even his 
enemies shriek in pain as they 
sereened him. Maybe his 
iniquities his spirit should _be 
tortured thus through all eternity. 
But the way his brandered soul 
must have writhed on its grid Mon- 
day night while “Dorian Gray” was 
being done at the Biltmore is 
gratuitously cruel. No man could 
have committed infamies dastardly 
enough to deserve that. 

David Thorne, who wrote “Beyond 
Evil,” which lived three days and 
was driven off the stage executed 
this version. Thorne is a poet. One 
ean see that he reveres Wilde, who 
is the poets’ poet. And it was 
Wilde, himself, who wrote: 

“For each man kills the thing he 
loves!” 

And what of the thing David 
didn’t kill, his brother Augustus 
slaughtered. Augustus staged it, 
and most likely cast it. 

The prolog took place in heaven. 
But the acting was hell. 

To a golden-haired youth named 
Howard Cull, culled from obscurity, 
was entrusted the immortal role of 
Dorian. A young John Barrymore 
might have approached it. Young 
Cull, who had been taught nothing 
more than the importance of being 
earnest, in a tuxedo and a hox coat 
and a swallow tail, played Dorian, 
perhaps the most diabolically sub- 
tle and artistically imaginative cre- 
ation that ever came from _ the 
aronies, the madness and the bleed- 
ing heart of a nature so complex 
that the world cannot ¢lassify or 
analyze its composition. 

And all about this grouping boy 
rattled and stumbled a crew of 
heavy. booky supporting actors who 
read the superlative commentaries 
of the cynical Wilde as though re- 
citing “Inside Stuff—Vaudeville” 
from “Variety.” Once, at a rather 
tense turn, the friendly audience 
laughed. After that it was rever- 
ence for the irreverent Wilde, alone, 
that held off repetition of the sacri- 
lege. 

The several attempts to he “sen- 
sational’—which Wilde always was 
and must be in any version—were 
of low order. An opium-den scene 
would have made Mae West blush. 
All overdone and wickedly over- 
played. And in the parlor scenes, 
those dialogs at which Wilde was 
the master of Victorian civilization, 
and which still carry a sting to the 
intelligence, the treatment was 
brutal without exception. 

For the unfortunate few who are 
not familiar with the theme of “The 
Picture of Dorian Gravy,” it is briefly 
this: An ethereal bov is being 
painted by a sincere artist; a hard 
man of the world is fascinated by 
Dorian’s good looks, and, half en- 
viously and half for pure mischief, 
inspires him to take all worldly 
pleasures while he ean, hecause age 
must creep on and then it is too 
late: the hoy, a Narcissus, is hor- 
rified at the thought, and sells his 
soul to Satan by praving that he 
remain always vounge and charming 
and that the portrait pay the pen- 
alties and grow old, uglv and 
damred. Thereafter he goes through 
all the depravities, but the picture 
haunts him and he cannot refrain 
from looking at it as it hecomes 
ghastly. He ends in a tragic and 
self-sought death in redemption for 
an early sin. 

The story, though freely handled. 
fs rather coherently conveyed. The 
language of Thorne jis not without 
merit, and he shows an effort to be 
guided by the pitch of Wilde’s ex- 
pression. That ends his contribu- 
tion. The overtones are absent. 
The -clitter, the highlights, never 
spark. Thorne’s speeches’ and 
Wilde’s lines cannot blend. For 
which Thorne -need not bow his 


head. There is perhaps not a liv- 
ing man whose original writing 
could blend with the scintillant 


spontaneities of Wilde. 
The net result is neither plausible 


smut nor highbrow nourishment, 
therefore it is difficult to foresee 
where a market for this opus will 
arise. It is produced by the author, 
with the assistance of professional 
capital, and several shrewd show- 
people gave it support, at least until 
the opening. . 

A brief life seems inevitable. 

Lait. 


Get Me te the Movies 


Laura D. Wilck presents three act farce 
by Chariton Andrew and Phil Dunning. 
Opened May 21 at Eari Carroil, New York. 
Staged by Ralph Murphy. 


Jim JACKSON. .».-Pat Ahearn 
Mies Doris Rich 
Dorothy Gray...........Mildred Van Dorn 
Cwendolyn Hathaway 
Mrs. Pringle..... Evelyn Carter Carrington 
Johnny Loring...........Sterling Holloway 
Secretary.....+.. Richmond 
Benjamin Roth..... 


Count Devitt 
Dolores Lenore Sorsby 


Tony Baduro...... White 
Queenie Trent 
Fame DAWSON. eee---Helen Baxter 
Sergeant Smith....... Hanna 


Nat Martin's Band. 


Had Chariton Andrews” ever 
studied his Hollywood, instead of 
relying on popular misconceptions, 
“Get Me in the Movies” might 
qualify as a first run. As is, it has 
little or no prospects of lingering on 
the main drag. 

Before a house that was expec- 
tantly waiting to get a load of in- 
side stuff, it was laughed at in 
spots, but came across unconvinc- 
ingly to a movie wise bunch. 
Entire structure was weakened by 
am impossible premise, and by a 
grotesque characterization. The 
erroneous premise was pre- 
sumption that a scenario contest 
winner from Sheboygan, Mich., 
would be a person of such impor- 
tance in the Land of Nod, that am- 
bitious and scheming mothers of 
embryo stars, and the stars them- 
selves, would storm the bungalow 
court of the author, scheme and 
connive to induce him to use his in- 
fluence to get them in the movies, 
when the most obscure extra in the 
deaf and dumb racket knows that 
an eastern author has about as 
much drag in L. A. as a Knight of 
Columbus in Birmingham. 

The frantic efforts and the machi- 
nations of the frails to cop the au- 
thor proceeded to make a hilarious, 
but unbelievable, three acts. Some 
of the lines were gems, and not a 
few of the situations would have 
been knock outs if the euthors had 
used some other device to make the 
pursuit plausible. 

Sterling Holloway, who used to 
frolic in the “Garrick Gaieties,”’ 
shouldered the assignment of the 
author. The excitement in the 
court, contributed by the landlady, 
the mother of an ambitious screen 
climber and the reporter on the 
“Examiner” who also owns the 
prettiest gams in Hollywood, is the 
first false note and out of all pro- 
portion to the arriving bozo’s stand- 
ing in the Hollywood evaluation. 

The author crosses the produce1 
of “Decent Pictures” and gums up 
the usual reception committee by 
refusing to believe it’s for him and 
ducking off the reuwr of the train. 
The producer nails him in the court 
after he has been mistaken for an 
errand boy by the landlady. The 
producer, in a flowery speech, intro- 
duces the author to the offstage 
crowd as the greatest moral force 
that has come to the screen, and 
presents him with a silver sheet, 
which he hopes he will keep unsul- 
lied and pure. The producer also 
springs a contract which contains 
an anti-femme clause, in addition 
to demanding a scenario every 
Monday morning. The author there- 
upon settles down and tries to work. 
His sweetheart and her aunt are 
miraculously living opposite’ the 
court. The aunt is an uplifter and 
has undertaken to vacuum Holly- 
wood. She has her ideas about the 
court, and makes no bones about it. 

First act curtain finds the shy 
and resisting but weakening young 
man pulled down on a couch and in 
a compromising position with Fame 
Dawson, star of “Decent Pictures.” 
It seems Fame is that way about 
Count Henrico Mardones (Alan 
Devitt) who is an ex-truck driver 
from Sheboygan, reeognized by 
Johnny. 

The framing becomes fast and 
furious in the second act. As one 
woman dashes out after making a 
play for the scribbler, another broad 
pops in. Add to this a fiery spa- 
ghetti bender, jealous of the writer, 
and the ex-truck chauffeur who 
fears exposure, It’s by far the best 
act of the three and winds up in 
a hilarious moment. The author is 
about to retire in a Dickens night 
shirt, When Miss Dawson pops in 
for one more try. She has two 
strikes on Johnny, when the “Ex- 
aminer’s” columnist arrives to dis- 
cuss Johnny's sex life and to be- 
seech his aid in getting her in the 
pictures from the waist up. It seems 
she doubles from the waist down 
for stars who haven’t got Ty Cobb 
stems. The last arrival is the 
daughter with the yen for making 
faces at the one-eyed monster, ac- 
companied by her managing ma. 


Ma helps her to slip out of her 


Jimmy pants and she hops into the 
kip while the unsuspecting Johnny’s 
back is turned. The same idea oc- 
curs to Fame. The coppers blast 
in to find our hero in the hay with 
a jane on each wing. 

The last act finds him out of jail 
after her escape disguised in the 
matron’s clothes. He is determined 
to finish the script which is due at 
9 o'clock. Jim, the court handy- 
man, makes him through the skirts 
and consents to aid. Posing as a 


+deaf typist, the author hears him- 


self panned to a crisp, until Fame 
fathoms his disguise. Her gratitude 
for saving her from the bogus 
count finally extricates the young- 
ster from his many difficulties in 
time for the final curtain, 

Cast was not 100 per cent by a 
long count. Pat Ahearn, under cork 
as a jig handy man, wasn’t any- 
where near it, and Paul Ker’s con- 
ception of a picture magnate 
wouldn’t stand up on Poverty Row. 
Gwendolyn Hathaway, as the news- 
paper gal, clicked optically and 
orally and Helen Baxter, as Fame 
Dawson, had plenty on the ball. 
Sheila Trent and Lenore Sorsby 
were fairly convincing as a couple 
of screen struck molls, and Mildred 
Van Dorn, as the only woman west 
of the Rockies who wasn’t making 
a play for Johnny, was sweet and 
saccharine. 

A revolving folding bed was a 
happy thought in props and was 
used as the principal in one of the 
funniest scenes in the show. An- 
other pip was the author’s efforts 
to carry on a phone conversation 
with his girl while being vamped. 

While “Get Me in the Movies” 
isn’t destined for a lengthy stay, 
rewriting might whip it into a cork- 
ing farce. Mistaken identity or 
anything else to alibi the hullaba- 
loo over an obscure writer might 
give it another chance. 

According to the back rail chat- 
ter, Phil Dunning was called in to 
have at it after Andrews wrote the 
original. Many of the laugh lines 
sounded like the co-author of 
“Broadway.” And not a- supervisor 
in the cast. That’s the office it 
isn't authentic. Mon, 


ANNA 


Comedy in three acts by Rudolph Lothar, 
adapted by Herman Bernstein and Brian 
Marlow; presented at the Lyceum May 16 
by Samuel Samach; Judith Anderson 
starred, Lou Tellegen featured; staged by 
Edgar MacGregor. 

Anna Anderson 


Olga Dixon 
Model....... --.-Diane Brook 
Lou Tellegen 
cece -Haroid Vermilyea 
Otto Johnson 


The German author of “Anna,” 
first announced as “Young Truth,” 
also Wrote “The Command to Love” 
and “The Werewolf,” both regarded 
as somewhat naughty. In compari- 
son the new play is mild, in fact, too 
mild to attract the 3roadway 
throngs. It has its dash of the now- 
aday common sex, but what of it? 


“Anna” is the story of the capture 
of a temperamental artist by the 
daughter of a wealthy patron. She 
makes up her mind that Peter Tor- 
relli is just a natural husband, al- 
though his idea is that man should 
be content with a sweetheart—that 
marriage destroys romance and so 
forth. 


Like Willard Mack, Anna got her 
man but not in the same way. Any- 
how he wasn’t so hot even for so 
coquettish a damsel. Posing as 
somebody else she wagered he'd 
marry the rich girl within three 
months, She nearly lost but really 
won on a technicality. Though he 
claimed to be humiliated and 
squawked about being framed—in 
other language, of course—Peter was 
glad to get his Anna. 

It seemed as though Judith Ander- 
son was wasting her time with a 
lightweight play. ‘True the char- 
acter is different than the types she 
has been associated with, yet there 
wasn’t much range to the role. 

Lou Tellegen, long absent from 
Broadway, picked a bad spot, too. 
He flung a dialect around the Ly- 
ceum, stormed about conventions 
and didn’t act much like a lover. 
He had a mistress named Olga and 
was afraid to give her air, though 
admittedly tired of the dame. She 
went out and got herself a broker, 
diamonds and a ear. Olga looked 
the part as played by the handsome 
Jean Dixon. 

Peter is sculptoring a statue which 
is to have a mythical girl for its 
principal figure. She must be 
young and shapely and must exem- 
plify truth. Along comes Anna, just 
the type and everything. Curtly he 
tells her to get undressed. Maybe 
she does. He talks of her form and 
the charm of her flesh, unswept by 
the eyes of man, as he tells it. But 
the audience gets no flash save fora 
bare ankle and foot. That is the 
story, except for the wager (she 
is to give herself to him if she loses) 
and the disclosure. 


“Anna” is a one set show and 
there are but eight in the cast. If it 
were there, money making would be 
a cinch. But it isn’t. 


Samuel Samach is new as a man- 
ager, though reported to have a 
piece of “Burlesque,” one of the sea- 
son’s winners. He has put some of 
his profits back in “Anna” but will 
be still ahead of the season, even if 
“Anna” sticks a few weeks. Ibee. 


to the Ziegfeld theatre. 
cessories to make Walter and his 


Famous Feature Syndicate. 
in Europe by aeroplane, spending 
Bucharest, visiting Queen Marie 


ago. 


Yawitz’s mission is on behalf of 


terial. 
Aug. 27. 


least a contributory one, for poor 


kinds. 


productions, 


Rarely do these amateur shows 
get in for less. 


Two of the theatres housing Flo 
“The Three Musketeers” and the 


to have programs supplied by the 


terms to play attractions. 


something entirely strange in the 


The big bed used in “Diamond Lil 
It was formerly owned by Amelia 
home for years. 


appealed to, was unable to provide 


dancing school in either London or Paris, or both, 
across to negotiate with several foreign notables for syndicated ma- 
They sail on the “Cleveland” returning to New York about 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Walter Kingsley, Florenz Ziegeld’s new Boswell, has been established 
in Ziggy’s own private office in the New Amsterdam which sanctum 
sanctorum was barred to all even ater Ziggy moved his headquarters up 
Ziggy threw in a Frigidaire and the usual ac- 


friends feel at home. 


Paul Yawitz, press representative for Ned Wayburn, starts on an un- 
usual trip June 16 in company with Leslie Fulenwider, head of the 
The two will travel through 12 countries 


three days in the royal palace at 
of Rumania. Fulenwider handled 


Queen Marie’s syndicated articles during her visit to America two yearg 


Wayburn who figures on opening a 
Fulenwider goeg 


A glance through suburban papers might supply a good reason or at 


business in some legitimate houses 


in and around New York. Practically every paper these days carries 
accounts of productions to be offered by amateur organizations of all 
In addition to the Little Theatres, high school dramatic asso- 
ciations, Y. M. C. A., Y. M. H. A., Knights of Columbus and other 
fraternal and social organizations for some reason pick May for their 
These amateur shows, dramas, musicals and minstrels 
get plenty of free space in the dailies. 
performances but in many cases the amateurs try for a week’s run. 


Usually there are at least two 


buy newspaper space. When they 


do, they do not pay the regular rate, but using charity as an argument 


Ziegfeld attractions, the Lyric with 
Ziegfeld with “Show Boat” have 


house programs supplied by the Ziegfeld offices direct. 

In launching the special Ziegfeld programs not long ago Art Pro- 
gram Co., Inc., bumped into trouble when the N. Y. Theatre Program 
Co. went to court to restrain the independent programs, 

The other Ziegfeld attraction, ‘Rosalie,’ in the Amsterdam, continues 


Storrs interests which have a con- 


tract for the job and which has some time to run. 


Through the brisk battle Erlanger is putting up against the Shuberts 
and the gradual drift of the indie producers to the Erlanger side, it 
is said that producers are now finding their easiest moment in securing 


The Shuberts particularly from accounts are so anxious to hold or 
secure new (to them) producers that they are going the limit in terms, 


Shubert booking office. At present 


the report says there are not enough shows on the Shubert books for 
next season to pay Jules Murry’s salary. 


They may get more. 


,’ the Mae West show, has a history. 


Bingham and was in her Riverside 


When the Bingham effects were sold at auction the 
bed was bid in by a dealer and so found its way to the stage. 


A comedian appearing with a Pacific coast production showed up at 
the theatre one night much the worse for liquor. 
went back stage to reprimand and possibly discharge the actor, but was 
himself too intoxicated to accomplish much. 


The company manager 


As a result, Equity, when 
a substitute for the actor, who was 


permitted to continue in the part while the company manager got the gate, 


Ahead and Back 


After handling two colored musi- 
cals in two theatres situated along- 
side of each other on West 42d 
street, Sidney Skolsky now is han- 
dling neither. With Arnold Roth- 
stein’s control of the Miller and 
Lyles “Keep Shufflin’” show, buy- 
ing out Con Conrad, Rothstein in- 
stalled William Norins of WMCA as 
publicist. Rothstein is counting on 
Norins’ radio plug, this being the 
same Norins mixed up in the nite 
club racket. 

Holtzman & Dorfman are now 
handling the Lew Leslie “Black- 
birds” revue, displacing Georgia 
Alabama Florida, who in turn suc- 
ceeded Skolsky for about three 
days, Florida is going ahead of 
“Manhattan Mary,” which attrac- 
tion H. & T. handled all season. 

manager 
44th Street, 


Sam Cunningham, 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
New York. 

William L. Wilken, in advance of 
“Oh, Kay,” goes to the Sells-Floto 
Circus advance. He was with Bar- 
num & Bailey-Ringling for years 


Lachmann’s Marital Release 


Mare Lachmann is once more a 
bachelor by grace of the Chicago 
divorce courts, 


Lachmann had it all arranged 
when handling the Eddie Dowling 
opera in Chi. The p. a. is now 
heralding “Present Arms” for Lew 
Fields, until August, when he re- 


lturns to the Charles B. Dillingham 


fold. 

Lachmann is working with Ed- 
ward E. Pidgeon on the Fields’ at- 
tractions. 


Stock at Jamaica 
The Cort, Jamaica, which has 
been playing attractions, goes into 
stock starting next Monday, the 
season to extend until Aug. 25. 
The Wright Players will take 
possession under the management 


of Warren O’Hara., 


Mrs. Collison’s Mother’s 
Death Investigated 


Los Angeles. May 22, 


With J. W. Randolph, wealthy 
Hollywood broker, held in County 
Jail charged with the murder of his 
wife, Mrs. May Winnett Randolph, 
Mrs. Anzonetta Collison, daughter, 
arrived here from New York to fur- 
ther investigate her mother’s 
death. Mrs. Collison is an actress 
and the wife of Wilson Collison, 
author of “Getting Gertie’s Garter,” 
“Up in Mabel’s Room” and other 
stage plays. 

The case is causing considerable 
of a stir in town. Randolph, when 
arraigned, pleaded not guilty and 
his hearing was set for May 17. 

Investigation into the death of 
Mrs. Randolph, which occurred Feb, 
3, last, culminated in her body be- 
ing exhumed and an analysis find- 
ing arsenic sufficient to have caused 
her death. 

A peculiar angle in the case came 
up when Randolph later filed letters 
of administration for his wife’s es- 
tate, valued at $200,000. At that 
time Mrs. Collison filed objections, 
declaring Randolph was not her 
mother’s husband. There is a will 
left by the dead woman naming her 
daughter as the sole heir. 

Mrs. Collison, here with her hus- 
band, says she has information re- 
garding her mother’s death, which 
came to her a few days after the 
funeral while she was in New York. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Mary Lane, ingenue 
joined the Park theatre 
Brooklyn, Monday. 


COOK’S MONTREAL STOCK 


Montreal, May 22. 

Charles Emerson Cook has taken 
over the Savoy for a summer sea- 
son of musical stock inaugurated 
this week with “Wildflower.” 

Company includes Edward Nell, 
Edmund Morris, Richard Powell, 
Frank Gallagher, Lew Christy, Per- 
quita Courtenay, Virginia Marvin, 
Virginia Watson, Patricia Ferguson 
and Evelyn Dukes. 


soubrette, 
stock, 
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Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


LEGITIMATE 


Plays Out of Town 


TELL ME AGAIN 


Los Angeles, May 17. 


Arthur F. Smith presents an intimate 
musical comedy in two acts and three 
gcenes based on an old English farce, 
“Turned Up.’’ Music by Perey Weinrich; 
lyrics by Harry Clarke; book by Robert 
Woolsey; book staged by Ralph W. Bell; 
dances staged by Dave Bennett. Costumes 
designed by Andre-Ani and executed by 
Viola S. Dimmitt. World premiere at Fig- 
ueroa Playhouse, May 14. 


Woodruff 
Rich. Fuller, Jr..ceee ee+--Don 


Phil Tead 
«-Doris McMahon 
Robert Woolsey 
e+ Charles Coleman 
«....-Elmira Lane 


eee 
Betty Fuller.....- 
J 


Col. Strange... 
Arline Strange.. 


Mrs. Fuller.....- ee Virginia Cleary 
Richard Fuller, Sr. «....Guy Kibbee 
+-Eva Olivotti 


Rev. Barker....- ... Joe Kemper 


Arthur F. Smith can be thankful 
that they have a load of good look- 
ing girls wha can dance in this 
town. If not, the only redeeming 
feature of this so-called concoction 
of an unauthored English farce, so 
far as program is concerned, with 
music, would go by the board iike 
any other turkey. 

Those girls stand out like a clus- 
ter of diamonds in a coal mine 
above the rest of the saggy-draggy 
production. Then, too, Dave Ben- 
nett, who has as good a memory 
as any stager of Broadway dance 
ensembles, showed his craftsman- 
ship. He showed it in sterling 
form, getting a twist or so of 
“Totem Pole” in one number and 
a smack or two or something rem- 
iniscent of “Varsity Drag” in an- 
other. Therefore he had a score of 
crack numbers for the 32 coryphees 
to execute. It saved the day. 

So far as the book and acting 


Players in Legitimate Directory 


JACK FORESTER 
CASINO DE PARIS 
PARIS 


MARIE. SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


BUDDY WATTLES 


LEADING ROLE IN 
“HiT THE DECK” 


MAJESTIC THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
INDEFINITELY 


HASOUTRA 


Sends Greetings from 
Saigon 


FRED ASTON 


Nothing to fear. Wire and air mall 
refused because of wrong name. Opera- 
tion June 1. Phone Nannie and Adrian, 


urgent. 
ADRIAN B. 


are concerned the least said the 


better, with the exception of two | 


instances on the latter. 


The story is one of those mfxups 
where daughter and son want to 
marry, 

Woolsey takes plenty of liberty 
with the plot, kidding it now and 
then, as it sags in his scenes. Gags 
plenty and well chosen, some that 
even the studio title writers and 
gag men have passed up. 


Woolsey as an undertaker ana 
cause of all the trouble plays it in 
a flip eccentric fashion. Possibly 
before the show is two weeks old 
he will be round shouldered from 
carrying it. Then, too, there is a 
sweet little youngster, Doris Mc- 
Mahon as ingenue. That kid is a 
nifty and ideal for musical comedy. 
Has voice, not too much, of course, 
but sweet, lots of personality, knows 
how to talk and dances well. Stands 
‘way above the rest of the entire 
cast. 

Other principals just so-so, pos- 
sibly picked up in a hurry with no 
attention paid to ability or voices. 
A makeshift group probably filling 
in between jobs at a salary sacrt- 
fice, if there is any such thing in 
their lives. 

Not to forget the Plot girls, stx 
of them, like White uses for cause, 
but these without because they did 
not know what was coming and the 
audience did not know what it was 
when it came. The gals are good 
lookers though, and can dance. 
Nick and Honera, adagio team, on 
for a brief session with the ensemble 
and the grouping was a pretty pic- 
ture, 

This one cost Mr. Smith some 
$30,000 to produce. Most of the 
money from appearances seems to 
have been invested in the girls’ 
wardrobes. Lighting reminds one 
of the way they do it on the Mutual 
wheel. 


Seems too bad that a good title. 


like “Tell Me Again” 
used this way. 


POKER FACE 


Chicago, May 16. 
Horace Sistare’s Associate Players (stock) 


sounds was 
Ung. 


present Morris M. Musselman's_ three-act 
play. Staged and directed by William Jule. 
Opened May 14 at the National theatre. 

Frances Robertson 
Annie Cecile Elliot 
‘“‘Shorty’’ Deschell.........Joseph Kamaryt 
Michael William Jule 
Luke Edward Keane 


Sergt. Frank O’ Malley..Alexander Campbell 
Larry (Poker Face) Mallett6Perry Crandall 
Pete Morris McNeil 


Jake Hinkle....ccccccerssces Ben H. Howe 
Hooper... .Courtney Campbell 
Mildred June 
William Frankel......-- Edward MacArthur 


Suburban and neighborhood stock 
companies, in or near metropolitan 
cities, are proving to be great insti- 
tutions for the encouragement and 
discovery of the budding playwright. 
This theatre is a proving ground for 
the scripts of the fledlnig dram- 
atist. Production rights are ob- 
tained for little or nothing, and the 
playwright has a chance to demon- 
strate, an arrangement mutually 
pleasant. If a play has possibilities 
someone generally picks it up. Both 
“The Clutching Claw” and “A Man’s 
Man” had their world premieres at 
this house. Out in Evanston the 
Clyde Elliott stock premiered “Com- 
panionate Marriage” a few months 
back. While that play is anything 
hut a standout, it is now at the Cort 
in the loop. 

This is Morris M. Musselman’'s 
third attempt. He wrote two other 
plays, both of which got no further 
than stock. 

“Poker Face” is the story of the 
Doyle family. Annie Doyle, a 
widow, has two sons by as many 
husbands. Larry (Poker Face) 
Mallett, by hubby number one, and 


Michael Doyle by hubby number 
two. Mike, after an absence of sev- 
eral years, returns to his home to 
find his mother and Helen, Larry's 
common-law wife, worrying about 
Larry’s whereabouts. He is wanted 
by police on a murder charge. Mike, 
a respectable druggist of Toledo, is 
With the family when Larry creeps 
in at midnight to comfort Helen and 
avow that he has established a per- 
fect alibi. Pete Love, a reporter, 
sees Larry enter the house and fol- 
lows him. He offers Larry a price 
from his sheet if Larry will let the 
paper capture him, glory in the 
achievement, and then spring his 
alibi on a disgruntled police depart- 
ment. The idea gets over, the puper 
gets plenty of pictures and stories, 
and Larry gets his acquittal. 

In the course of the trial Mike 
falls for his half-brother's girl, and 
Larry learns of it when he is re- 
leased. After an exchange of blows 
with Mike, Larry realizes that his 
brother can take care of Helen and 
make her happy. A_ prohibition 
agent turns up, who has something 
on Mike's past, and offers to let him 
off for a financial consideration. 
Larry hears the threat, shoots the 
agent, and makes arrangements for 
Helen and Mike to marry. 

Believing that the marriage has 
been completed, Larry bundles his 
mother, Helen, and Mike off to the 
train for Toledo. He stuffs the mur- 
dered man into a trunk and is pre- 
paring to leave for the Coast when 
Helen comes back to tell him that 
she had shooed the minister away 
before the ceremony. She wants 
him, crook or no crook, and the drug 
business in Toledo is out. “Poke,” 
as he is referred to throughout the 
play, shows her a letter from 'Frisco 
offering him the management of a 
gambling house. They have just 
time to make the train, the cab is 
waiting outside, and they exit—pull- 
ing the trunk and its gruesome con- 
tents behind them. 

Horace Sistare has a nice little 
stock company, and it looks as if 
Morris Musselman has turned out a 
pretty good play. It has its mo- 
ments, and with a bit of polishing 
may do something. Loop. 


PLAYS ABROAD 
GRAND GUIGNOL 


Paris, May 6. 
Still another mixed show at the 
famous little theatre, no better and 
no worse than its predecessors. 
There has been a change of man- 
agement, but the policy remains the 
same, 


The usual four items on the bill, 
“Les Nuits du Bagne” (‘Prison 
Nights”), two-act drama by Charles 
Foley, being the best. A man sen- 
tenced for having killed a fellow 
who persecuted his wife is on bad 
terms with his brutal jailer. This 
seems to be due to the latter want- 
ing to get him out of the way in 
order to possess the prisoner's wife. 
It is explained the woman has come 
to the convict settlement to be near 
her husband, whom she still loves, 
and has opened a cheap restaurant. 
The jailer plans for the man to 
break prison and anticipates ar- 
resting him, with stricter confine- 
ment for the culprit. The prisoner 
escapes and visits his wife's hut, 
but his tormenter is watching. 
There is a violent fight and the 
jailer is killed. The prisoner gets 
away. 

Mme. Maxa shines and is sup- 
ported in true blood curdling style 
by Poulain, an old favorite, who has 
been off the stage for a couple of 
years, 

“Le Paignard Malais” (“The Ma- 
lay Dagger’), in two acts, by Jean 
Aragny from a story by Tristan 
Bernard, is about a son of a re- 
spectable family being suspected of 
murdering an elderly spinster. The 


1560 Broadway 


MUSICAL COMEDY AND REVUE PRODUCERS, 
IF YOU NEED A COMEDIAN 


BROADWAY THEATRE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK 


On at 12:20, 4:00, 8:55 


Available Immediately for Productions 


DIRECTION 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


Bryant 5474-5475 


youth had previously asked his 
father for funds to satisfy the de- 
mands of an extravagant mistress, 
and been turned down. A dagger 
brought by friends from Malay is 
missing. and the son is detected re- 
placing it. Anguish of the parents 
is extreme until it is proven an 
escaped criminal is guilty. Sorrow 
of the mother and stern father is 
well depicted by Madeleine Roland 
and Gouget. 

In a lighter vein is “Les Oreil- 
lons” (“The Mumps"), one-act com- 
edy by Alfred Machard. A widower 
has placed his child in a boarding 
school and is paying court to a 
widow. The little boy pretends he 
has the mumps, being very un- 
happy, and is sent home. On his 
arrival he mets a lady waiting for 
his father, absent. They chat, and 
the child tells of his grief at being 
separated from his father. The vis- 
itor is the widow and she is struck 
with remorse, for she has left a 
little girl at home. This influences 
her to marry the widower so that 
they may all be happily united. 
Piece is too long for what there is 
in it, but it is an entertaining item. 

To terminate, there is a smart 
farce by Max Maurey, manager of 
the Theatre des Varietes and for- 
merly connected with the Grand 
Guignol. It is entitled “Le Delaisse” 
(“Abandoned”), telling of a theat- 
rical husband and wife rehearsing a 
drama. Beginning with a domestic 
quarrel, they go into a conjugal 
squabble which is more _ realistic 
than the stage play, bringing in the 
neighbors. To avoid a scandal, they 
declare they are merely rehearsing. 
Amusing trifle, well played by Fran- 
coeur and Helene Fax. Aendrew. 


“Captive” for Detroit? 
Detroit, May 22. 
“The Captive” is reported set for 
the Shubert Detroit, to follow “Art- 
ists and Models” into the Neder- 
launder-Shubert house. 
No announcement has been made, 
but the booking is said to be au- 
thentic. 


VARIETY 59 
Balto Stock Rivals 
Baltimore, May 22. 


This town has just entered its 
most ambitious dramatic stock sea- 
son. H. Knopf them 
the idea when he mopped up at the 
Auditorium last summer. When the 
transfer of the Shubert bookings to 
the Maryland left the Auditorium 
dark, Knopf beat Steve Cochran ot! 
Washington to it and secured the 
house on a two-year lease. When 
the regular legit season at Ford's 
folded up, however, Cochran stepped 
in and leased the big house for the 
Summer term. 

His season opened Monday night 


With Mary Boland in “Meet the 
Wife.” The Knopf-larnsworth Com- 
pany revived Cardboard 
Lover” as the opposition, bringing 
down Vivlet Meming for the ocea- 
sion, 


“Bottled” Forced Out 

“Bottled,” tie Gantvoori 
play at the Booth, was forced to re- 
linquish its tenaney there Saturday 
night (May 19) through the ar- 
rangement made for the summer 
engagement of the “Grand Street 
Follies.” 

fantvoort has shifted the play to 
the Klaw theatre to continue its 
run, 

The first booking of the new sea- 
son at the Booth is Charles L, Wag- 
ner's new “Babes in the Wood,” 
early in August. 


Stock for 14th Street 


Dramatic stock for summer goes 
in at the Civic Repertory theatre, 
14th street near Sixth avenue, New 
York City, opening May 28 with 
“Rope” as the initial attraction. 

Jack Charash, former’ business 


manager for Ben-Ami, is installing 
the stock. 


David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 
with 


i 
JUNE WALKER, C. AUBREY 
SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 


Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30. 
BELASCO Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,”’ with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 
HENRY MILLER’S oes 124 W. 43 St, 


Thurs. & Sat 


The 


EW FIELDS’ THEA. ! ©vs. at 8:30 


Matinees 
MANSFIELD—W. 47 St. |Thurs. & Sat. 
LEW FIELDS Presents 


THE NEW MUSICAL COMEDY HIT 


““Present Arms’’ 


By FIELDS, ROGERS & HART 
“The tunefulest, the danciest, the fastest and 
most colorful show of many a day.’’ 
—F. W. Osborn, Eve. World 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” 


By Philip Barry 
Thea., W. 45th St. 


TH 
MONTH 


| 


i 


MUSIC BO 


Mats. Wed, 


Evenings 8:30 


and Sat., 2:30 


BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 


9th MONTH 
PL 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


W.42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN wits. Wed. & St., 2:30 


The Theatre Guild Presentse———— 


Strange Interlude 


Joho Golden Thea., 58th, E.of B’y 


VOLPONE 


Thea., W. 524d. Evs, 8:36 
GUILD 


Eves. 
9:30 


Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30 
Week May 28: 


VANDERBILT The2.., W. 48th St. Eves 


8:30 Mts. W. & S., 2:30 


THE MUSICAL COMEDY THAT WILL 
LIVE FOREVER! MARK TWAIN'S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


Th.,B'y& 43d. Evs.8:30 
COHAN Wed. & Sat. 


MABK 


Str AN 


Billie DOVE 


in “THE YELLOW LILY” 
STREETS OF NEW YORK 
STAGE BAND REVUE 
. Extra Performance Nightly at 11:30. 


Broadway 


at 
47th St. 


faramount’s Greatest 


anf Motion Picture 
ANNE NICHOLS’ 


DON'T presents 
MARRY” 


LOIS MORAN, NEIL HAMILTON 
An Ineomparable Program 
Von Grona, Sensational Dancer 
Roxy Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus—32 Roxyettes 


The WHITE SISTER 


Starring LILLIAN GISH 
featuring Ronald Colman 
On the Stage: KUSSIANA 

with Walt Roesner—The Cuapitolians 


CAPITOL 


BROADWAY at 5list ST. 


ROMANCE RUN RIOT! 


See and Hear 
DOLORES COSTELLO 
it 
“GLORIOUS 
with 

Conrad Nagel 


BETSY” 


MARCO MILLIONS || 


on the 
| VITAPHONE 
Warner Thea., Broadwey at 52d &t 
Twice Daily—2:25 8:45 
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RADIO-MUSIC 


66 VARIETY Wednesday, May 23, 1928 
— 
: i No Political Preference | $500 Fine for Not RADIO RAMBLINGS 
Disk Reviews Notice Upheld 
B ABEL y y Seattle, May 21. Unflattering 
y A fine of $500 was made final in Syncopated arrangements of 


Victor Salon Orchestra 

A gem of a 12-inch recording 
($1.25) is Victor No. 35994 by the 
Victor Salon Orchestra, directed by 
Nathaniel Shilkret, offering a couplet 
in contemporary orchestration that 
rates with anything in the modern- 
istic school. The’ distinguishing 
part of the record is Louis Alter’s 
“Manhattan Serenade,” with its eerie 
theme strain that could stand con- 
cert performance by any musical 
organization. The Gershwins’ “The 
Man I Love” is the feature number 
and a pip. 


Ponce Sisters 
Vocal harmony of unusual calibre 
is the Ponce Sisters’ forte on. Co- 
lumbia No. 1347. “Happy Go Lucky 
Lane” and “Hush-A-Bye Baby” are 
the numbers, done with distinction. 


Freddie Rose 

This tenor, to piano accompani- 
ment, coos a quartet of pops on 
Brunswick No. 3768-9, the couplets 
being “My Melancholy Baby” and 
Rose's own “Honest and Truly,” both 
revivals; and “Mary” and “The Voice 
of the Southland,” up-to-the-minute 
ditties. 


Lee Sims 
Sims came to attention with his 
trick piano solos via the Chi broad- 
casting stations. Whether his tech- 
nique has changed, on this Bruns- 
wick disk he does not show up to 
best advantage with “Mine” and 


“Let's Misbehave.” It may be the 
fault of recording that his numbers 
are “muddy” and not clean-cut, but 
possibly it’s his own too technical 
technique. Instead of striving for 
intricate modulations and rhythms, 
Sims would sound better if his stuff 
were performed clean and clear, 
patterned—to resort to an odious 
comparison—a la Pauline Alpert’s 
and Frank Banta’s Victor record- 
ings. 


Troubadours-Ted Weems 

These two organizations are 
backed up ina corking waltz couplet. 
“Beloved” and “Dream River” are 
the selections, smooth, rhythmic and 
melodious. The vogue for waltzes 
seems to be increasing. Victor No. 
21339. 


Paul Whiteman 

Among his final Victor recordings 
are “Ma Belle” and “March of the 
Musketeers,” the “Three Muske- 
teers’” song hits. Typically Friml 
in character, the numbers are of 
distinctive calibre. Vocal interludes 
in general ensemble and special sex- 
tet are included. 


Barney Rapp’s Own 
Barney Rapp is reorganizing his 
orchestra to be the permanent fea- 
ture at Rapp’s Arcadia-on-Sound 
ballroom at Savin Rock, West Ha- 
ven, Conn. Rapp owns the dance 
place and has been playing travel- 
ing attractions the past few months. 


Disc Royalty Increase in 
Britain for Americans 


London, May 11. 

It is estimated that at least half- 
Million a year will be added to the 
incomes of American composers if 
the application is granted that has 
just been made to the Board of 
Trade in London by the Musical 
Copyright Defence Association, rep- 
resenting authors, composers and 
publishers. They are asking for 
the rate of royalties on musical 
works mechanically reproduced, to 
be increased from five to at least 
ten percent. 

The composers maintain that the 
gramophone companies are _ pros- 
perous and well able to afford the 
increase. 

As at least 75 percent of the mu- 
sical compositions now recorded in 
Britain are American dance tunes, 
the American composers will bene- 
fit the most. 

All British gramophone com- 
panies hold money representing un- 
claimed royalties on works canned 


over here and the authorship of 
which they have been unable to 
trace. 
Brunswick Data 
New Brunswick recording or- 


chestras are Jimmy Joy, from the 
Hotel Brown, Louisville, Ky., and 
McElroy’s band, a Californian or- 
ganization. Joy and McElroy were 
formerly Okeh and Columbia artists. 

Brunswick has renewed ATI Jol- 
son, Harry Richman and Vincent 
Lopez’s contracts, and Al Shayne 
will probably go Brunswick, having 
made two acceptable test record- 
ings. Shayne has opened in a new 
act, specially whitten by DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson. 

In the Brunswick organization, 
Andrew Scherer of the recording 
laboratories has been promoted to 
booking manager. 


Columbia Courtesies Off 


A strict ban on all passes at the 
Columbia, New York, was effective 
this week when manager Mike Joyce 
received orders from the new lessee, 
Walter Reade, to cut ’em all out ex- 
cept those issued to the press. 

Thus the bar went up against the 
burlesque managers, whose shows 
have closed and who are in New 
York with time to drop in. Even 
the company managers found their 
hands tied and cannot extend gate 
courtesies that have long been cus- 
tomary. 


BUSSE’S VICTOR CONTRACT 


Henry Busse, until recently star 
trumpeter with and associate con- 
ductor of Paul Whiteman’s orches- 
tra, has been given a Victor record- 
jing contract. Busse broke away 


from Whiteman, with whom he was 
identified for many years, to head 
his own band. 

Busse may go into the new “Scan- 
dais.” 


SALES ESTIMATES VARY 


Reported Statement on “Valencia” 
Mentions Low Gross 


Information through European 
writers has it that Jose Padilla, 
composer of “Valencia,” which was 
an American musical disease some 


time ago, received a statement for 
100,000 copies for the American 
sales and 35,000 for England. This 
won a laugh for the music men on 
this side, who figure that “Valencia” 
couldn’t have sold less than 600,000 
copies and nearer 1,000,000 over here, 
while its British sale is said to have 
reached 400,000. 

Padilla is said to have earned 
$35,000 on his composition for the 
world’s rights. 

Harms, Inc., which had the Amer- 
ican rights, of course accounted di- 
rect to Francis Salabert, the French 
music publisher, who owned the 
copyright, Salabert in turn account- 
ing to Padilla. 


Convention Arrangements 


Over 70 stations will be hooked up 
in a giant network to cover the Re- 
publican and Democratic national 
conventions at Kansas City and 
Houston. 

It is expected to shatter the 
world’s record for radio coverage, 
according to the NBC’s plans. More 
than 10,000 miles of special radio 
telephone circuits, including two 
transcontinental lines to carry the 
proceedings to broadcasting sta- 
tions from coast to coast and bor- 
der to border, will be augmented 
by the most ambitious international 
radiocast on short wave lengths 
from KDKA, Pittsburgh, and WGY, 
Schenectady. These latter two sta- 
tions’ reception in South America, 
Europe, Asia, Australia and New 
Zealand has been proved already. 

Graham McNamee will head the 
broadcasting staff assisted by Mar- 
ley Sherris and a host of veteran 
political writers and reporters who 
will interpret the proceedings in 
newspaper style. 

The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 


tem has also arranged for its own 
radiocasting facilities for both con- 
ventions. 


New to Air 


Although the oldtst commercial 
radio feature on the air, Billy Jones 
and Ernest Hare will inaugurate 
their chain network broadcasting on 
NBC May 24 when the Flit Soldiers 
take the air. Jones and Hare are 
otherwise the Happiness Boys from 
WEAF on Friday nights. 

Another new radio commercial is 
the O-Cedar Shining Hour, of which 
William C. Polla is musical direc- 
tor as well as the Flit hour. The 
O’Cedar Melody Maids, an all-girl 
orchestra, has been assembled for 
the O-Cedar hour by Polla and Mil- 
ler and Lyles, the stars of “Keep 
Shufflin’” will be the sustaining 
features, with a guest artist weekly 


to augment the program. 


Washington, May 22. 
Federal Radio Commission doesn’t 
propose to have partiality shown in 
the broadcasting of candidates. 
Rules covering this class of “enter- 
tainment” have been issued by the 
commission as follows: 


‘If any licensee shall permit any 
person who is a legally qualified 
candidate for any public office to use 
a broadcasting station, he shall af- 
ford equal opportunity to all other 
such candidates for that office in the 
use of such broadcasting station, 
and the licensing authority shall 
make rulcs and regulations to carry 
this provision into effect: 

“Provided, That such licensee shall 
have no power of censorship over 
the material broadcast under the 
provisions of this paragraph. No 
obligation is hereby imposed upon 
any licensee to allow the use of its 
station by such candidate.” 

Any violation of this section of the 
act will be considered as sufficient 
ground for the revocation or denial 
of a radio broadcasting license. 


Takes Disputed Song 


Harms, Inc., has taken over ‘““Was 
It a Dream?”, waltz hit of Spier & 
Coslow, Inec., thus ending a slight 
controversy over the title. This re- 
sulted from Spier having some time 
ago written a song of a similar title 
with B. G. DeSylva, which Harms 
was to publish. 


“Was It a Dream?” is the work 
of Addy Britt, Sam Coslow and 
Spier, the latter said to have his 
name on the song for reasons chief- 
ly of improving his rating with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 

Britt, professional manager for 
Henry Waterson, placed the num- 
ber originally with Waterson, Ber- 
lin & Snyder, the latter firm relin- 
quishing its rights for a $3,000 cash 
consideration in lieu of a royalty 
arrangement of 2 cents per copy 
and 25 percent of the mechanicals. 


Sam Weiss Thinking 
Of Wall St. Customers 


The Broadway bunch is hurling 
a shindig in honor of Sam Weiss, 
one of the most genial bonifaces of 
the Cafe Belt. Despite that the 
whoopee will be held at Weiss’ own 
Little Club and he will have to un- 
derwrite the festivities, it’s a genu- 
ine gesture in celebration of Weiss’ 
embarkation into the brokerage 
business with offices at 39 Broad- 
way. After expressing himself 
through with nite clubs for good, 
Weiss admitted he couldn’t be 
happy and forsake the street, in- 
tending to reopen the Little Club 
and a sawdust joint in the 50’s next 
fall, with others operating for him. 

Weiss figures he’ll need a couple 
of hang-outs for his Wall street 
customers, 


McAdam Joins Elliott 


R. W. McAdam, WEAF press rep 
under G. W. Johnstone, manager 
of press relations, has resigned ef- 
fective May 15 to become director 
of marketing and production of the 
Elliott Service Co. of New York. 
Herbert Devins, formerly of the 
New York “Herald Tribune,” suc- 
ceeds McAdam. 

P. H. W. Dixon, formerly with 
the A. P., is a new addition to the 
Press Relations department as fea- 
ture writer. Dixon was also p. a. 


with the Shuberts at one time in 
New York, 


M. C.’s Coast Shifts 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
Fanchon and Marco are switch- 
ing some of their masters of cere- 
monies around again. Lynn Cowan, 
now at the Boulevard here, goes 
back to the Egyptian this week, re- 


placing Gene Morgan, who resigned 
on account of his picture activities 
with Hal Roach. 

Cowan's place will be taken by 
Max Bradfield, who will come from 
the T and D in Oakland, where he 
will relinquish his post to Eddie 
Peabody, who has. been touring 


through West Coast Theatres. 


a telegraphic decision received here 
by Ronald Moore and Don Baggett, 
from Joseph Weber, president of 
the International Musicians’ Union. 
Moore and Baggott are known as 
Ron and Don, and have been fea- 
tured at the new Seattle (Publix) 
since the house opened March 1. 

The two organists failed to give 
the customary two weeks’ notice 
to the Bagdad and Capitol theatres 
(suburban houses), where they were 
working, previous to their Publix 
affiliation. 

It is understood they gave 12 
days’ notice to their old manage- 
ment, informing the manager they 
were going to the Seattle. Leroy 
Johnson, manager of the two houses 
operated by Jensen Von Herberg, 
squawked to the local union. 

The organists were given a $500 
fine by the local and i0 days to 
pay. They immediately paid but 
appealed to New York. 


300 Stations to Be 
Eliminated June 1? 


Washington, May 22, 
Federal Radio Commission is set 
to start cutting down on broad- 
casting stations beginning June 1. 
Though the commission members 
claim they are working slowly, the 
June 1st start will lead to a gen- 
eral cut in the 700 existent stations 
to bring it down to an approximate 
400. 


Nhare After Coin by 
Alienation Suit Up-State 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 22. 

Alex Woeltze, Utica restaurant 
proprietor, is defendant in a $100,- 
000 heart balm action brought by 
George E. Nhare of this city, disc 
artist and evangelist, who charges 
that the Utican alienated the af- 


fections of his former wife, Mrs. 
Louise Collins Nhare, also disc 
maker. 


Nhare declares he was married 
Aug. 29, 1917, and lived happily 
until his wife left him, in 1926. 
In September of that year, he sued 
for divorce, naming the ,.Utican as 
corespondent. Later, Woeltze and 
Mrs. Nhare were married. 


Daniel in Stage Act 


Washington, May 22. 

S. J. Stebbins, producer-manager 
of the Fox, staged a new one here 
when utilizing John B. Daniel, na- 
tionally known WRC announcer, as 
a stage feature working just as he 
would in the broadcasting studio. 

With the “Public Announcement” 
system Daniel announced direct 
into a “mike,” introducing a 15-act 
bill, kidding television and _ the 
other new ones, to get across the 
dancing acts. 
Daniel announces all notables, in- 
cluding the President, whenever 
they speak through WRC. Station 
is a RCA “product.” 


No Portable Instructions 


While the Federal Radio Com- 
mission has announced that all 
portable broadcasting transmitters 
should have their licenses canceled 
July 1, Arthur Batchellor, Federal 
radio supervisor in New York, has 
received no instructions to that 
effect. 

New York has two portable broad- 
casting stations, WRMU, owned by 
A. H. Grebe & Co. at Richmond 
Hill, which is on a yacht, and 
WGMU, also owned by the Grebe 
company, installed in an automo- 
bile. 


ARNOLD JOHNSON’S PLUM 


Two Arnold Johnson orchestras 
in two Broadway revues will be the 
unusual occurrence this summer 
when Johnson opens with his origi- 
nal band in George White’s “Scan- 
dals.” A Johnson unit is already 
in the “Greenwich Village Follies,” 
doing the Johnson act specialty and 
using his name without the leader’s ' 
personal appearance, 

The “Scandals” berth is a plum, 
with several mentioned for it, in- 


Saint-Saen’s “The Swan” and Gou- 
nod’s “Faust” are getting a strong 
radio plug these days. The manner 
in which the boys are forsaking the 
contemporary stuff and encouraging 
revivals, or featuring flossily or- 
chestrated dance versions of the 
classics, isn’t particularly compli- 
mentary to the present-day song 
output. 

The McAlpineers, from the Hotel 
McAlpin, were heard leading off with 
the “Faust” dance arrangement. 


Smooth 


The Jospe Woodwind Ensemble, a 
regular Sunday feature on the NBC, 
is one of the smoothest instrumental] 
features on the air. Samuel Jospe 
is the conductor of this instrumental 
group and would be a cinch for a 
concert interlude at the Capitol or 
Roxy among the Broadway picture 
houses. 


Sunday as Ad Day 

Herbert's Jewelry Shop is a regue 
lar Sunday aft entry on WMCA, 
This station from early afternoon 
until dusk maintains a marathon of 
jazz or light musical entertainment, 
and because it is such a relief in 
contrast to the sacred and dignified 
musical programs the advertising 
pluggers probably get a great break, 

Whether it’s furniture or furs or 
jewelry, the ad boys openly make 
their sales spiel and mention the 
ads in the popular Sunday sheets 
they can consult for prices, details, 
ete. 


. Pleasers 
Of Littman’s Entertainers, Roy 
Shields, a sugary songster handling 
“Ramona” and other pop ditties, 
came through nicely, while a crack 
chamber music trio headed by Clarke 
on WAAT was another pleaser. 


Strong Dance Band 


One of the strongest dance bands 
on the air, and not from an NBC 
station, is Rudy Valee and his jazz- 
ists from Don Dickerman’s Heigh- 
Ho, the old Lido-Venice. There is a 
smoothness to Valee’s music that is 
bound to attract flattering attention 
to himself and his boys for a choice 
berth. He’d be perfect for a smart 
hotel. 


Hotels and Cafes 

Of hotel syncopators there are the 
usual favorites like Hal Kemp 
(Manger), Arnold Johnson (Park 
Central), Dave Bernie, subbing for 
brother Ben (Roosevelt), Johnny 
Johnson (Pennsylvania), and Frede 
die Rich from the Hotel Astor. 

In the cafe field the familiar 
“Ernie speaking” and “the next 
numbaaah” are back again on the 
air via the Everglades, where Ernie 
Golden is spotted. For hot jazz as 


and Duke Ellington’s hot and dusky 
jazzists from the Cotton Club in 
Harlem leave little wanting. 


Chi Unionized 100 Pct. 


Chicago, May 22. 

Among an estimated 363 motion 
picture theatres operating in Chi- 
cago not one of them is employing 
a non-union musician, according to 
a statement by President James C. 
Petrillo of the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians. 

During April the last 14 “scab” 
theatres were unionized, completing 
a job that was started five years 
ago when the present Federation 
administration stepped into office. 


ROME DISCUSSION 
Washington, May 22. 

Question of extending copyright 
protection on music from 30 to 50 
years is scheduled to be one of the 
matters under discussion during the 
Rome convention that will lead to 
quite some controversy, says a re- 
port reaching the Department of 
Commerce, 

Copyright holders are known, it 
is stated, to have lined up many 
delegates favoring this proposal on 
an international basis, with the pic- 
ture interests represented being re- 
corded as very much opposed to the 
extension. 


Back, Dancing in Chi 
Chicago, May 22. 
Kirby and De Gage, dancers, back 
from Monte Carlo, open a 17-week 
engagement at Villa Venice, May 26. 


— 


cluding Henry Busse. 

Johnson walked out of the Park 
Central hotel Friday night because 
of managerial differences. Coming 
in originally on a gamble of the 
couverts, the hotel eliminated the 
couvert changes and expected John- 
son to continue on the small guar- 
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Keit Making Remick’s Co-operative 
With All the Boys Put In 


= 


The newly organized Remick Mu- 
gic Corp. with Joe Keit at the helm, 
will introduce an innovation into 


the music business when the enter- 
prise becomes a co-operative ven- 
ture. Keit, who bought out Jerome 


4H. Remick for $150,000, is appro- 


* ‘portioning stock to his staff, giving 
each department head and others a 
block of common stock gratis, com- 

ith seniority and im~ 

ance. 

ore deal, papers of which are 
atill being signed to include many 
hundreds of valuable musical copy- 
rights, also includes the a Remick 
retail song shops. There is a possi- 
bility Keit may ultimately buy the 
Remick Printing Co. in Detroit as 
well, that company meantime con- 
tinuing to do the music printing. 

Remick, who heads the Detroit 
Creamery, the Automobile City’s 
Jeading enterprise in that field, is 
retiring completely from the music 
business. As it was ever since Keit 
succeeded the late Fred Belcher and 
general manager in New York, 
Remick was little concerned with 
the publishing end, his social and 
banking activities among the ex- 
clusive Grosse Point residential dis- 
trict of Detroit preoccupying him 
chiefly. 

It is known that Max and Louis 
Peeyfuss, the heads of Harms, Inc.. 
are backing Keit, having financed 
him in the deal. Keit, however, will 
operate independently and be in 
complete control. 

Among those receiving stock in 
Remick Music Corp. will be Henry 
Santley, Abe Holtzman, Fred Stru- 
bel, Charles Ray, Bobby Gross, 
Ward Perry, Carl West and Harry 
Bloom: also others which may be 
omitted. 

Charles Warren was also slated 
for a block but the Remick assist- 
ant profesional manager has _ re- 
signed to become Mose Gumble'’s 
first aid in the new Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble Corp. 


Beecraft, “Imported” Man, 
Ordered Out of Capitol 


On complaint of the Drummers’ 
Club the Musicians’ Union has or- 
dered Ray Beecraft out of the 
Capitol, New York, stage orchestra. 
Beecraft has been at the Capitol 
four months, coming to New York 
shortly before that from San Fran- 
cisco. He was charged with being 
an “imported” man as Walt Roes- 


ner, master of ceremonies at the 
Capitol, also comes from San 
Francisco 


Roesner stated he had not known 
Beecraft on the coast. Mort Harris, 
former production director at the 
Capitol, hired Beecraft, but as 
Harris also is an ex-San Franciscan, 
the union ruled against Beecraft. 

The Drummers’ Club is a “social” 
organization within the union. 


HERBERT TESTIMONIAL 
Another tribute to the memory of 
Victor Herbert will be broadcast un- 
der American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers’ auspices 
May 24 on the NBC network 
(WEAF). 


At least 10 stations will be linked 


6 the hook-up from the Ritz-Carl- 
n. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 
East of Broadway 


New Blow Aimed at 
A. S.C. A. P. in Senate 


Washington, May 22. 
A new last-minute twist has been 
given to the protracted copyright 


“battle” in Congress by the intro- 
duction in the Senate by Millard E. 
Tydings (D.), Md., of a bill (S. 4467) 
aiming to make public performance 
for profit not payable to the copy- 
right owner when such _ perform- 
ances are played from a printed 
sheet of music purchased in the 
market. 

Senator Tydings has ‘been in- 
formed that such a provision ‘‘would 
not harm anyone,” and it is the 
first time that such a proposal has 
reached the stage of introduction, 
though the motion picture interests 
have raised the point many times 
during the hearings on the various 
copyright proposals. 

Enactment of this clause would 
free all picture houses, cabarets, 
theatres, radio, etc., from payment 
for public performances and, at the 
same time, automatically do away 
with the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, 
which organization many factions 
here are still hopeful of eliminating. 


Country Dance Halls 


Rockford, Ill., May 22. 
The Winnebago county board of 
supervisors and the managers of the 


Trocadero and Central Gardens, 
dance resorts, have locked horns on 
issuance of permits to operate. The 
latter are preparing to go to the 
supreme court to question the au- 
thority of the board to reject appli- 
cations for license. 

Stories of hilarious doings at the 
country dancehalls have been re- 
peated by members. One super- 
visor described in lurid detail what 
he had seen at the Trocadero, with 
the result that the board voted 30 
to 2 against renewal of its license. 

The Trocadero has promised to 
abolish service of ginger ale and ice 
“set-ups” in its hall if the license 
is granted, admitting that such ser- 
vice is indication of violation of 
the prohibition law, under which 
proof Chicago cafes have been pad- 
locked, 


“My Blue Heaven” Passes 
The Million Disk Mark 


Gene Austin’s record of “My Blue 
Heaven” has passed 1,000,000 disk 
sales on the Victor. This is phe- 
nomenal in these days and only 
rivals “Gallagher and Shean,” a 
topical song the demand for which 
was so great the record manufac- 
turers couldn’t press the disks fast 
enough. 

Austin is Victor’s biggest seller. 
He recently christened a new yacht, 
the “Blue Heaven,” in honor of the 
Walter Donaldson hit. 


Nazarro Held 


Fitchberg, Mass., May 22. 

Tomasso Nazzaro, theatrical pro- 
moter and said to be New England 
manager of the San Carlo Grand 
Opera Co. with offices in Boston, was 
bound over to the Worcester county 
grand jury when Judge Thomas F. 
Gallagher, district court, directed 
inquiry on a complaint of obtaining 
money under false pretenses. 

The complainant was Lester T. 
Sawyer, local manufacturer who 
said that Nazzaro secured $500 from 
him to put on a concert featuring 
Rocco Pandiscio of this city, in Sym- 
phony Hall, Boston, April 29, but in- 
stead of putting on the concert in 
that hall staged one at Waldron’s 
Casino without his knowledge, Naz- 
zaro, released in $800, denied accusa- 
tions. 


MUSICIANS’ CONVENTION 


Joseph Weber, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
{is in J.ouisville, Ky., for the 33d 
annual convention of the federation 
this week. 


Eddie Canavan, 
liam A. Roche and Daniel Brun, 
leaving Saturday. From Louisviile 
Weber goes to Detroit for the L A. 
convention, 


also attend: 


Flying Maestro 


Seattle, May 22. 

Vie Meyers, leader of the 
orchestras at the Trianon and 
Butler Hotel, has received a 
commercial pilot's rating from 
the Department of Commerce. 
Meyers has gone in strong for 
aviation recently, having just 
completed a course with the 
Washington Aviation Company 
here, 


Music Royalty 
From Talkers 
May Be Million 


The extent of the music men's 
royalty income from the film talkers 
is indefinite. It may reach near the 
million mark, depending on _ the 
scope of the film talkers and their 
bookings, 

Under a licensing arrangement, 
the Electrical Research Products 
fuarantees the music publishers a 
minimum of $100,000 a year against 
a royalty tax of 2% cents per seat 
per theatre wherever film talkers 
under its patents play. This royalty 
jumps to three, four and five cents 
with each succeeding year. 

Originally, the contract was for 
Vitaphone, the first talker. Later 
came Fox's Movietone and now 
First National's Firnatone and the 
Movietones to be produced by 
M-G-M, Paramount and United Ar- 
tists swell the royalty income pos- 
sibilities. 

RCA Photophone, Ine., the Radio 
Corp. of America talker, is closing 
a Similar deal with the music in- 
terests, 


HERE AND THERE 


Jimmie Joy and his orchestra 
closed at the Brown hotel, Louis- 
ville, to open the Muechlebach hotel, 
Kansas City, June 5 for the sum- 
mer. 


Ted Fiorite will return June 15 to 
the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago, 
with a new orchestra. 


Lloyd Huntley and of Blue 
orchestra start a summer engage- 
ment at the Ten Eyck hotel, Al- 
bany, June 3. 


Sammy Timberg and his “Rebel- 
lion” band act open at Harbor Inn, 
Far Rockaway, L. I. for ten weeks, 
starting May 26. 


Lou Raderman has sold out his 
interest in Pelham Heath Inn to the 
present management, 


Society's Million 


The last quarterly dividend just 
paid its members is admittedly the 
largest declared in the history of the 
American Society of Authors and 
Composers. 

The organization, according to 
Geoffery O'Hara, one of its execu- 
tives, collected slightly over $1,000,- 
000 in royalties on the music of its 
members during the past year. 


Marks Revives Old Favs 


Out of 11,000 copyrights, Edward 
B. Marks is issuing a series of 
seven folios including series of old- 
time song successes. The Marks Co. 


| has a host of old favorites among 


From the New York musical | 
union 806 the following delegation | 
Wil- | 


its copyrights, these being compiled 
according to classification 


Isham Jones’ Personnel 


Chicago, May 22. 
Isham Jones for the summer is in 
the Balloon Room of the Congress 


| hotel, with most of his. original 
orchestra, 
A cooling system has heen in- 


stalled in the Balloon Room, 


ARTHUR HAND BACK 


Arthur Hand is back in New 
York. 

What Arthur's future plans are 
still remain somewhat hazy, as 
he told them to a Variety reporter 
in a night club. 

And a night club is ro place for 
a Variety reporters, 


Rehearsal Rates 

In an article written for “Photostory Book,” give away published by 
National Playhouses, Inc., Dell Lampe puts in the following plug for 
his band: 

“I want to say right here that for loyalty and spirit I think I have the 
finest bunch of boys ever assembled in any orchestra. When it comes 
to rehearsal they don’t know the meaning of time and will work for 
hours to perfect one little trick.” . 

All at regular rehearsal rates? 


Pushabout Pianos in Home 

Those small pushabout pianos that have been in use In the night clubs 
and speakeasies for some time are now finding their way into many 
apartments and homes. The manufacturers are making them smaller and 
offering them in a vast variety of colors to match parlor suits 

The chief ditlculty encountered to date is in impressing on prospec- 
tive purchasers that the piano in most cases has a full keyboard and 
is not a toy sold at a low price for the kiddies to work out on. 


“Constantinople” Over Here 
“Constantinople,” touted as the current “Yes, We Have No Bananas” 
of England, published in London by Lawrence Wright. {is now a De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson property for America. Vincent Lopez and 
his orchestra first introduced the number over here, 


Woman Drummer's Steady Job 

Mrs. Alice Knight holds a unique position among Broadway pit mu- 
sicians. While most of the ladies who belong to Musicians Local No. 802 
are pianists or organists, Mrs. Knight, at Loew's Circle theatre, is dif- 
ferent. She holds down the extreme right of the pit, completely sur- 
rounded by kettle drums, traps and other drummer's paraphernalia. And 
she plays all of them to the complete satisfaction of the management for 
she's been there for over six months. 


Recording and New Law 

Should the Vesta: bill now before Congress become a law, the big music 
publishers will be sitting pretty in dictating the recording rights on their 
big song hits. A firm like Harms, Inc. (Dreyfuss), with its connections 
with DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, and the newly incorporated Remick 
Music Corp. (Joe Keit), besides its own trade name and the several 
lesser subsidiaries it controls, is an unusually fortunate position. Hav- 
ing the cream of writers, the generally high prestige enjoyed by any 
of the Harms’ enterprises, is an asset of great value. 

Although reported backing the new Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, 
Harms is in no wise interested in that firm. 

There is talk that Harms, through its various affiliations, ig in posti- 
tion to manufacture and market its own phonograph records. Allowed 
only a 2c royalty under the copyright law of 1909, the music men’s dis- 
satisfaction with its inadequacy prompted the agitation for a law against 
any fixed royalty returns. Since it’s all in the song, the consistently 
successful publishers, and that means the owners of the copyrights on 
the hits, are in position to do anything they choose. It would be not 
impossible for any of the big publishers in combination to found their 
own disk manufacturing company. 


Settari Absolved 

A news story appearing recently in Variety, telling of the wholesale 
dismissal of the Granada, San Francisco orchestra, and specifically 
mentioning Andrea Settari, house leader, unintentionally conveyed the 
impression that Settari was responsible for the cliques developing among 
the players. Settari had no connection with the several factions but 
as the players were under his direction and supervision he was included 
with the others, in the dismissal notice. West Coast-Publix officials 
state they have no grievance personally against Settari. 


$10 Opera Scale Increase 


St. Louis, May 22. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Municipal Opera, which opens its 
tenth annual season in the big out- 
door theatre in Forest Park on 
June 4, has accepted the demands 
of the union musicians employed in 
the municipal orchestra for an in- 
crease of $10 a week for each of 
the 50 men in the orchestra. 

The announcement followed a 
series of conferences between a sub- 
committee of the opera company 
and union officials, the union 
fusing to reduce its demands. 


Disk Exports Booming 


Washington, May 22. 

Exports of phonograph records 
continue on upward trend. For the 
first quarter of 1928 disks shipped 
abroad increased approximately 
500,000 in number and with a $200,- 
000 recorded increase in stated val- 
uation, according to records of the 
Department of Commerce. 

First quarter of 1927 showed 
1,497,611 disks valued at $633,984, 
as compared with the like period 
in the current year, registering 
1,972,852 records with a valuation 
of $893,159. 

3and instruments took a healthy 
spurt upwards also, the number go- 
ing from 3,802 last year’s first quar- 
ter to 4,321 in the current first 
quarter, 

Only drop is in that of stringed 
{nstruments, going from the 17,133 
total number of last year to 12,919 
in the first three months of 1928. 


re- 


Song Writers 
“The Greatest Book of Its Kind’ 


Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 
Music Kditor, “Variety” 
With an Introduction by 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


Archer’s Case Again 


A breach of promise with | 
Harry Archer, the composer, as the | 
defendant, is slated for hearing at] 
White Plains, N. Y., Thursday 
Hattie I‘ox is the complainant. 

it appears that the case was dis- } 
missed in the New York courts on | 
two previous occasions, which ex- | 
plains the bobbing up of the case 
in White Plains. 

Archer and Harlan Thompson | 
have collaborated in writing several | 
Broadway successes, 
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MAYFAIR AS CAFE 


“Vellow Peril” Cops Flop Theatre 
For Chop Suey 


Mayfair theatre, white elephant 
On 44th street, has been taken over 
by a syndicate of Chinese and will 
be remodeled to operate as a Chop 
Suey emporium. The place is 
scheduled for a Sept. 1 opening. 

As a theatre, small capacity and 
inadequate fire protection has made. 
the Mayfair a flop from its open- 
ing. 


Political Job for Mann 


Chicago, May 22. 
Al Mann, son of Fred Mann, own- 
er of the recently padlocked Rainbo 


Gardens cafe, has been named as 
State boxing commissioner by Gov- 
ernor Len Small. He fills the va- 
ecancy left by John Righeimer. He 
was formerly attached to the Rain- 
bo Gardens staff. 


HELEN MORGAN ON ROOF 


Helen Morgan will be in another 
roof nite club over the summer. 

It is said Nick Blair, who operates 
the present Heien Morgan Club, en- 


closed, has a location on West 57th 
street fur the summer place. 

Miss Morgan presided over the 
first nite club in the air New York 
saw, on top of the present 54th 
Street Club, Neighboring hotels 


raised a squawk against the same 
roof last summer when Al B. White 
was m. c. there, claiming the roof 
(mot Al) was noisy. 


“SILVER BELL” 


BANJO ARTIST 


CENEVIVE TICHE 


Solo Banjoist and Dancer 
. NADEL’S 


HAPPINESS GIRLS 


Send for Free Illustrated Catalog 


THE BACON BANJO CO. 


GROTON, CONN., U.S.A. 


Scrap, Including 4 4 Girls, 
Closes L. A. Dance Hall 


Pomona, Cal., May 22. 

Following a recent fistic battle in 
which four dancehall girls figured, 
City Céuncil closed Rose’s “Taxi” 
dancehall as a publie nuisance. 

According to police the place was 
operating with a dime-a-dance 
policy, with girl partners provided 
by the management. 

Council recently passed a new 
license ordinance, designed to affect 
such places, setting a daily license 
fee at $100. This failed to stop 
tose’s dances, so the city fathers 
ordered the license revoked. 


Chi’s Fading Nite Life 
Chicago, May 22. 

With local cabarets being driven 
into almost complete extinction by 
federal padlocks, the Chicago “Eve- 
ning Journal,” heretofore running a 
full page of cafe copy, with ads 
every Saturday, has abandoned the 
page entirely. 

Mave 19 issue of the “Journal” 
carried no cafe ads. Chicago “Eve- 
ning American,” only other local 
daily to make a play for night joint 
revenue, is running the cafe biz in 
the theatre department. 


Chicago’s M. C. Shift 
Chicago, May 22. 

Mark Fisher, m. ¢c. at the Oriental 
theatre since the departure of Paul 
Ash, will be out for a week or more, 
due to an attack of the flu. Fisher 
was seized with the illness on the 
morning of May 19. Al Kvale was 
called from the Norshore theatre 
to sub. 

While Fisher is ill, Kvale will 
continue at the Oriental, Bennie 
Kreuger will fill the Kvale vacancy 


at the Norshore, and Eddie Perry 
will go into Kreuger's old berth at 


the Tivoli. 

Kvale is proving 
draw at the Oriental, it being the 
house where he is best known. He 
was graduated from the Paul Ash 
band to the job of m. c. at the Nor- 
shorer 


an excellent 


Ethel Norris Has Divorce 


Ethel Norris, of “Rain or Shine” 
and the Little Club, has secured her 
interlocutory decree of divorce from 
Cal Norris. The two did a double 
act in the local cafes until deciding 
they’d prefer to be good friends 
rather than bad mates. 

Miss Norris and Sid Silvers, Phil 
3aker’s partner, are next, so they 
say. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


[IRVING ARONSON 
and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featured in “PARIS” 
WILBUR THEATRE, BOSTON 


PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


LOEW’S 7th AVENUE THEATRE 
New York City 


MAL HALLETT | | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
New England Dance Tour 
Permanent Address: 


CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS, 


[| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 


“GOOD NEWS” 


CHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
187 West 56th Street, New York City 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


WOODMANSTEN INN 
Pelham Parkway, N. Y. 


| PARISIAN RED HEADS | 


Permanent Addreas 


28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


WHITEMAN| 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 


1560 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


B. A. ROLFE | 


4ND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORCHESTRA 


WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 
200 W. 48th St., New York City 
Phone Lack 6518 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 


DON’T ADVERTISE 


| 


America’s Greatest Girl 


Cried Off 20 Lbs. 


The negative road house biz 
ruined one of the Crying Gold- 
mans physically. Al has lost 
20 pounds and won for himself 
a medico’s order for a rest 
cure. 

The Duffy - Aarons - Coakley 
bunch from the Silver Slipper 
and Frivolity clubs are now 
operating both the Castillian 
Royal (Pelham) and Castillian 
Gardens (Merrick), with the 
Goldmans ‘in for a “piece.” 

. 


Copyright Balked as 
Adjournment Nears 


Washington, May 22 

Rep. Jess Busby (D) of Mississippi 
killed all chances of the Vestal divis- 
ability copyright bill (No. 8913) by 
objecting to its consideration® when 
it came*up yesterday on the consent 
calendar in the House. The bill is 
aimed to give legal status to general 
trade practices in the handling of 
the various rights under a copyright. 
It had the unanimous approval of all 
interested factions With the excep- 
tion of a last minute protest from 
some legitimate interests. 

When up for consideration, Rep- 
resentative F. H. LaGuardia of New 
York stated he had several amend- 
ments to clarify the position of the 
picture interests and requested the 
bill be put over without prejudice to 
enable his amendments to be studied. 
Busby objected at this point, stating 
he knew what was in the bill and 
refusing to permit its coming to a 
vote. 

The other Vestal Bill (H. R. 13452) 

providing for the repeal of the price 

fixing phases of the copyright act 

wherein mechanical recorders pay a 

two-cent fixed royalty, was passed 

over without prejudice upon the re-*% 
quest of Rep. Hooper in the absence 

from the Chamber of Rep. Vestal. 

There is slight possibility this bill 
may again get before the House dur- 
ing the session. 


All-Night House 


Serves Coffee at 4 


Detroit, May 
Jake Schreiber is going the arty 
places one better. Recently he es- 
tablished an all-night policy at the 
Blackstone, small downtown grind 
joint. He now serves coffee on the 
cuff to all customers at 4 a. m. 
Schreiber has long been _ pro- 
claimed the best ballyhooist-show- 
man in town. His wax figure fronts 


29 
22. 


with mechanical movements make 
talk. His 288-seat Blackstone is the 
most consistent grinder around. 


Asked what time the house is swept 
out since running 24 hours a day, 
Jake explained that the cleaners 
work between three and four a. m., 
when most of the shabby audience 
is asleep. At four the mob is awak- 
ened and given java, which prevents 
further snoozing and enables them 
to watch the show thereafter. 

+ The Blackstone’s wee-hour scale 
is two bits. 


New Anthem for Chi 

Chicago, May 22. 
“Our Loyal Countrymen,” a new 
patriotic song by William and 
Arthur Jahnke, two Chicago world 
war veterans, has been accepted 
by the Chicago Beard of Education 
for use in Chicago schools. It will 
be introduced formally on memorial 

day in both schools and theatres, 


MINTZ WITH TALKER 
M. J. Mintz, head of the Cameo 
cue sheet company, has become gen- 
eral musical director for Vocafilm. 

Mintz’ job places him in charge 
of everything from the scoring of 
| picture to hiring the musicians 
| 


1 
and other talent. 


LOPEZ TAKES PELHAM HEATH 

Isugene Geiger of the Vincent 
Lopez group has taken over the 
Pelham Heath or expects to. The 
Lopez management will go in next 
month, 

The Pelham Heath is close to 
Woodmansten Inn, where Lopez 
himself presides. It will add to the 
convenience of operation by Lopez, 
and removes an opposition spot. 


JOEY CHANCE, COLUMBIA 


Joey Chance and his orchestra 
have gone Columbia records. Chance 
opens at the Park Central hotel, 
succeeding Arnold Johnson June 1, 
at about which date the Little Club 
calls it a season, 


4 


Crawford Signs 
For 6 Years With Victor 


Chicago, May 22. 

Jesse Crawford has signed a new 
six-year exclusive recording con- 
tract with Victor at double his 
original salary. 

On his four-year contract just 
completed Crawford's total sales 
reached 2,500;000 records. 


Pelham Roadhouses 


Jack Goodman is retaining man- 
agerial control of the Pelham Heath 
Inn on Pelham Parkway, N. Y., the 
deal for Jimmy Carr, bandmaster, 
and Hawky Horowitz of the Silver 
Slipper to take it over falling 
through, 

Up Pelham Road, Lopez at the 
Woodmansten continues big and the 
Castillian Royal on the Pelham 
Road, across the Eastchester Road 
from the Pelham Heath Inn, sud- 


session of miserable business. The 
new N. T. G. revue did the trick 
for the Castillian which is now be- 
ing operated by the Duffy-Coakley- 
Aaronson faction from the Silver 
Slipper and Frivolity clubs. 


Hollywood Barn Broke 
Chicago, May 22. 
Suit for dissolution and the ap- 
pointment of a receiver was filed 
in the circuit court against the 
Hollywood Barn, Inc., one of the 
cabarets recently closed by Federal 


padlock. The bill alleges that the 
cabaret has $9,000 in outstanding 
debts. 


Force Club Closing 
Chicago, May 22. 

The Russian Art Club, ritzy night 
place, was forced to expire when 
the Adams Theatre Corp., lessor, 
foreclosed a chattel mortgage in 
lieu of back rent. 

Mort Goldberg operated, although 
a Russian prince was given the dis- 


denly broke for the better after a }- 


Cleaning Minneapoli 
polis 
Minneapolis, May 22. 

One by one Minneapolis night 
clubs are being put out of existence 
either by federal or city authorities, 
The latest to have its death knell 
sounded is the notorious Cotton 
Club, a black and tan hangout, 
where two policemen were recently 
shet and seriously wounded. 

The city council last week denied 
an application for a license to op- 
erate a restaurant and dance hall 
on its premises. 


Lone Cafe Jammed 


St. Louis, May 22, 

Bankruptcy proceedings against 
The Tent, St. Louis’ only big down- 
town night club, have revealed the 
fact that there is only $1,000 left to 
pay off legal debts which are $2,622, 

The assets were recently sold to 
Larry Conley, the band leader, for 
$4,000, and Conley is now busily 
engaged trying to hold the ropes 
that are keeping The Tent up. 
State and federal receivers have 
been aligned against each other in 
seeking to establish priority of their 
claims against The Tent. 

Conley originally came into the 
club at a salary of $750 a week 
and ten per cent of the cover 
charges. 


SAMMY LEVY BACK 

Sammy Levy is back with Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co. after his 
protracted illness following a para- 
lytic stroke. 

The song plugger's loss of weight 
has resulted in a physical improve- 
ment, 


Mack Sells Country Home 
J. Herbert Mack, the former Co- 
lumbia Burlesque Circuit executive, 


has sold his country home and 
grounds at Rumsen, N. J. It was 
Mack’s custom to spend .five 


tinction on menus. 


months of each year at the place. 
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Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK 


Castillian Gardens 


Harold Leonard Or 
N T G Rev 


Castillian Royal 
Eddie Elkins Or 
N T G Rev 

Club Barney 
Alice Weaver 
Walter O’Keefe 
Eleanor Kern 
Hale Byers’ Orch 

Clud Lidge 
Rosita’ & Ramon 
Meyer Davis Orch 

Club Monterey 
Bunny Weldon Rev 
Carol Boyd Orch 

Club Richman 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Juliette Johnson 
Geo Murpny 
Williams Sis 

Connie’s Ina 
Sam Manning Rev 
Leroy Tibbs Orch 


Everglades 


Earl Lindsay Rev 
Eddie Davis 
Ernie Golden Orch 


64th St. Club 


Dan Healy Rev 
Fuzzy Knight 
Frances Shelley 
Alice Ridnour 
Eddie South Orch 


Frivolity 
N T G Rev 


Mary Adams 
Maryon Dale 
Evelyn Sather 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Murray 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Tom Timothy Bd 


Helen Morgan’s 
Helen Morgan 
Lane Sis 
Arturo Gordoni 
Dorothy Croyle 
Aimee Revere 
J Friedman Bd 

Hofprau 
C F Strickland Or 
Hoter Ambassador 
Frances. Mann 
Fred Carpenter 
Van der Zanden Or 

Hotel Biltmore 
Madl'’ne Northway 
Geo Chiles 


B Cummins Or 


Hotel Manger 
Hal Kemp Orch 

Jardin Royal 
Carroll Dunlap Or 
Leverich Towers 

Hotel 
Brooklyn 

Me) Craig Orch 

Littie Club 


Ethel Norris 
Eliz Higgins 


Goody Galloway 
Sam H Stept 
Joey Ray 
Geo Clifford 
Joey Chance Orch 
Montmartre 
Emil Coleman Bd 
McAlpin Hotel 
McAlpineers’ Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Landau’s Bd 


Salon Roya) 


Texas Guinan 
Tommy Lyman 
Joe Candullo Orch 


Silver Slipper 
N T G Rev 
Barbara Lake 
Mollie O’Doherty 
Evelyn Martin 
Hanley Sis 
La Vergne Lambert 
Harriett Marned 
Patrica Grandes 
Jean Russell 


Palais D'Or Adair 
B A Rolfe Bd Le Claire & Mae 
Rolfe’s Rev John Walsh 


Jimmy O'Brien 
Tom Gott Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
L'n’rd Harper's Ry 


Parody Club 
Jimmie Durante 
Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 


Atta Blake 
Parody Rev 
Garret & Lizt Jazzbo Hilliard 
Dewey Brown 


Lily de Lys 
Frankie Morris 
Helen Grey 
Thelma Carleton 
Muriel Holland 
Annette Ryan 
Jean Rolling 
Durante’s Orch 


Pavilion Royal 
Meyer Davis Orch 
Pennsylvania Hotel 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Sherman & White 
Susie Wrotem 
Alto Oates 
Bee Footes 
Blondina Stern 
Bronze Chorus 
Chas Johnson Bd 
Strand Root 
Jack Connor's Rev 
Ten East 60th 
Margaret Zolnay 
David Gerry 
Larry Siry Or 


Pond Lily Waldorf-Astoria 
Caroline Rose Meyer Davis Or 
Rose Ford Woodmansten Inn 


Leo Ford Vincent Lopez Or 


Alamo 
Eddie Bruce 
McCune Sis 
Iris & Mac 
Betsy Reese 
Jean Goldkette 

Chez-Mierre 
Plerret Nuyten Rv 
Earl Hoffman’s Or 


College Inn 
Ted Ledford 


Joffre Sis 
Mearae Sis 
Teddy Martin 
Norma Lentz 
Art Witliams 


Oriental-Davis 


Alfredo & Maxine 
Ruth Durell 

Rick & Snyder 
Abe Lyman Bd 


Bd 


Vercell Sis Bernice Jarnow Myrtle Buchanan ‘Frank Libuse 
Alabam Simmes & Babette | Golden Pumpkin |Gladyce Kilday 
Kate Smith Harriet Smith 
Dale Dyer Banks Sisters a 
Lew King Russell & Durkin |4! Wagner Bd 
Ralph Bart Colosimos Gene Gill Lido 
Bernie Adler Jean Gare Inez G bl 
Bobby Danders nez Gamble 
Eddie South Bd Maude Hanlon Austin Mack Bd Kaaihye & Kaena 


Charlie Schultz 

Barry Clay Bd 
Samovar 

Olive O'Neil 

Carroll & Gorman 

Joffre Sis 

Fred Walte Bd 


Terrace Gardev 
Benj Landsman 
Caroline La Ruez 
Spike Hamilton Bd 


Kelly’s Stables 
King Jones 
Charley Alexander 
Johnny Dodds’ Bd 

Lantern Cafe 
Freddy De Syrette 
George Taylor 
Betty Tascott 
Norma Lenze 


WASHINGTON 


| Chevy Chase Lake 

Al Kamons 

Meyer Davis Orch 
Madrillon | 

J O'Donnell Orch 


Club Mirador 
M Harmon Orch | 


Carlton 


Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Chantecler 


Paul Fidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


|Harry Albert 
| Paul 


Le Paradis Mayflower 
Sidney Sidenman 
Sidney’s Orch 
Roma Gardens 
|Chas Wright Orch 
Wardman Park 
Sidney Harris 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Fidelman 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Totus 


E Dougherty Orch 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Lido Jean Wallin 
! Jocely Lyle 
Mardi 
Clab Madrid Pauline Zenoa 


Buddy Truly 
Joe Candullo Orch} 


Chic Barrymore 
Velos Yolande 


Al White 

Aveada Charkouie 

Abe Balinger’s Rev 
Walton Roof 

LeRoy Smith Orch 

iChas Crafts 


Piccadilly 
Al Wohlman 
Murray Sis 
Jean Gaynor 
Isabella Dwan 
Mattie Wvnne 
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HARRIETE UNDERHILL 

Harriete Underhill, picture critic 
of the New York “Herald Tribune,” 
died May 18 in her apartment in 
the Whitby hotel, New York, after 

illness. 
the present “Herald” and 
“Tribune” combined Miss Underhill 
had worked for the old “Tribune,” 
her connection with the paper 
dating back 20 years. 

Miss Underhill was born in Troy, 
N. Y. Later the family moved to 
Passaic, N. J., where Miss Under- 
pill was married to Joseph Scanlon 
when she was 16. Later they were 
divorced. 

Prior to taking up writing as pro- 
fession, Miss Underhill was on the 
stage. Her first appearance was in 
the “Floradora” sextette and then 
later with Blanche Bates in “The 
Darling of the Gods.” Miss Under- 
hill later toured, with a Shakes- 
pearean company and when she 
was in Mexico City married an Eng- 
Jishman, who died shortly after, 

Miss Underhill broke into news- 
paper work under her father, Lo- 
renzo Underhill, who at that time 


OBITUARY 


senting “The Best People.” Upon 
his return, he remained on the 
coast, appearing under the Henry 
Duffy banner as the Rev. Davidson 
in “Rain.” 


NATHAN APPELL 

Nathan Appell, 59, veteran theat- 
rical owner and operator, died May 
24 at his home in York, Pa., of 
heart disease. Appell’s condition 
was aggravated by asthma. To al- 
leviate the latter he spent last win- 
ter in Arizona. 

Appell was one of the best known 
theatre men in Pennsylvania, hav- 
ing been active in both ownership 
and operation of a string of houses. 
He was the head of the Nathan Ap- 
pel Amusement Enterprises, which 
operated all the theatres in York 
and houses in Hanover, Red Lion, 
Reading and Lancaster, Pa. He was 
an £lk and a 32nd degree Mason. 
He is survived by a son, Louis J. 
Appell, general manager of the Ap- 
pell enterprises; his mother and a 
sister, both of Harrisburg. 

Appell was 18 when he launched 


Marcu 


$ Loew 


owned and published “The New 


York Sportsman.” 

In 1919 she was severely injured 
in an auto accident and from that 
time on her health was never the 
same. It became so bad that Miss 
Underhill, in 1920, went to the Ad- 
irondacks, where her condition be- 
came greatly improved. She re- 
turned and resumed her work on the 
“Tribune.” 

In recent years Miss Underhill 
had done considerable screen writ- 
ing. One of her latest scenarios is 
now marked for production by Uni- 
versal. 

Her third husband was Gardner 
Youngman from whom she was di- 
vorced and who now lives in Wash- 
ington. 


The father of William Le Baron, 
production head of FBO, died May 
18 at the family home in Yonkers, 

Mr. Le Baron was at his father’s 


IN MEMORIAM 


MEGRUE 


In loving memory of 

STELLA COOPER MEGRUE 
mother of 

ROI COOPER MEGRUE 

May 20, 1927 


bedside when he passea away, hav- 
ing come on to New York from the 
West Coast on a business trip. His 
father was suddenly stricken ill 
after Le Baron had left New York 
for Chicago to attend the FBO con- 


vention in that city. He hastened 
back and arrived Friday morning. 


HAROLD SALTER 

Harold “Hal” Salter died in Los 
Angeles following an illness that 
dates back to an attack of the in- 
fluenza, suffered while starring on 
the road in “What Price Glory?” 

Salter was stricken in Syracuse, 
N. Y., during the season of 1925-26 
while playing the Louis Wolheim 
role at the Wieting. He managed 
to fill the role for the split week 
engagement here, but was forced 
out the next week. 

Recently Mr. Salter has been de- 
voting himself to pictures, appear- 
ing in support of Ken Maynard in 
several Westerns produced under 
the supervision of Harry J. Brown. 

The dead actor appeared in stock 
at the Empire, Syracuse, for four 
seasons. He was a resident of Wil- 
liamstown, Mass. His father for 
years filled a chair at Williams Col- 
lege, and was well known in the 
East as an organist. His mother, 
Mary Turner Salter, is a noted com- 
poser. Her work, “The Cry of 
Rachel,” is a favorite concert num- 
ber of Mme. Ernestine Schumann- 
Heinck. 

His experience was long and 
varied, and included vaudeville as 
well as the legitimate, stock and 
Pictures. For some time, Mr. Salter 
appeared with Frank Wilcox in the 
vaudeville playlet, “S-s-s-ssh!” 

After he closed his tour in “What 
Price Glory?”, Mr. Salter went to 


his theatrical career by organizing 
a theatrical company to present 
three plays at pop prices. He as- 
sumed management of the Grand 
Opera House, Harrisburg, two years 
ago; built the Lyceum in that city, 
which later became known as the 
Orpheum and which was followed 
by the Majestic. During that period 
he operated a chain of theatres in 
Allentown, Reading, Pottsville, Leb- 
anon, Norristown and Carlisle. 

Aside from his operative activ- 
ities, Appell also put out touring 
companies which included the King 
Dramatie Co. and the Helen Grayce 
Co. Some 26 years ago he opened 
the Highland Park stock in York. 
He aiso operated in stocks in New 
England for a number of years. For 
a time he was associated with Wil- 
mer & Vincent in theatre operations 
in Harrisburg and Reading. 


HAL McLEAN 

Hal McLean, 33, saxophonist, with 
Walt Roesner’s stage band at the 
Capitol, New York, died of pneu- 
monia May 15 after an illness of 
four days. Prior to joining the Cap- 
itol orchestra he was with Paul 
Whiteman’s Band. 

He is survived by a wife and 
child. Burial in his home town, Kan- 
sas City. 


SLIM HENDERSON 

Slim Henderson, 31, died May 11 
in Harlem Hospital of pneumonia. 
He was one of the pioneers of his 
particular style of entertaining and 
had been seen in both vaude and 
with colored musicals. He and 
John Mason were invariably teamea 
together. 

His widow, Rosie Henderson, 
blues singer, who records for Okeh, 
survives. She is in the London 
“Show Boat” company. 


TOOTS DAVIS 
Toots Davis, 41, comedian, died 
May 9 in Harlem Hospital of 
pneumonia. He had worked for 
some years as the vaude partner of 
Eddie Stafford and was best known 


In sad but loving memory 
TONY 


FERNANDEZ 


Who died May 22, 1927 
His Wife 
Jennie Fernandez 


(Fernandez and May) 


for his ecreative dances. It was 
Davis who originated the “Over the 
Top” step. He was with the Whit- 
ney and Tutt shows some seasons 
ago as a comic and dancer. His 
widow, also on the stage, survives. 
Interment in Woodlawn cemetery. 


PERCY COLSTON 
Percy Colston died in Harlem 
Hospital May 11, of pneumonia. He 
was a singer with the Tutt and 
Whitney shows for several seasons 
and had appeared in vaude and mu- 
sicals, 


PAUL GRIGSBY 
Grigsby, known in 


Paul side 


Australia to head a company pre- shows as “The World’s Champion 


Fire Eater and Torture Board Man,” 
fell dead while walking in Coney 
Island. 

Body was taken to the morgue, 
and if no relatives appear freaks 
of Coney Island plan to conduct 
funeral services. 


EDDIE GILLION 
Eddie Gillion, for 28 years man- 
ager for P. J. Roach at Glenwood 


Our deepest, heartfelt sympathy in 
the death of our dearest friend 


HERB WIEDOEFT 
Richard Edwards and Mother 


Park, Batavia, Ill., and for the last 
five years producer and comedian at 
the State and Congress theatre, 
Chicago, died May 17 in Mercy Hos- 
pital, Chicago. 

Body was taken to Batavia for 
burial. Gillion leaves a widow and 
two sons. 


BERNARD MOCK 

Bernard Mock, eighteen, musician, 
a member of a Chinese orchestra 
touring the west, died in Mercy hos- 
pital, Davenport, Ia., April 13. Mock 
was stricken two weeks before when 
the orchestra played the Capitol. 
His parents, in San Francisco, sur- 
vive, 


Bobbie Barr, veteran doorman 
and ticket-taker of the Colonial, 
Boston, died recently. Bobbie’s 
“Good Evening,” was one of the 
hall marks of the house, and he 
numbered thousands among his ac- 
auaintances. Served every summer 
for years as ticket taker on Nan- 
tasket Beach excursion boat line, 
winters at the theatre. One of best 
known men in this line in the city. 
His passing was generally mourned 
Ly newspaper critics and theatre- 
goers of city. 


John Birmingham, leader of a jazz 
band and one of the pioneers of this 
type of orchestration in London, 
died in a Kensington hospital, Lon- 
don, May 7, from injuries received 
in a fall from the balcony of his 
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IN MEMORY OF 
My Wonderful One 


THEODORE 


MORSE 


Dorothy Terriss 
(DOLLY MORSE) 


home. Deceased was the son of a 
Scottish regimental bandmaster, 
and was only 35. He was also an 
army bandmaster at the. early 
stages of his career, and his band 
of British musicians, which he 
gathered together were popular fea- 
tures of the Coliseum, Alhambra 
and different halls. 


George Goldsmith, 59, husband of 
Lillian Burkhart Goldsmith, actress, 
died of heart disease in Los Angeles 
May 11. Mr. Goldsmith (non-pro) 
was past exalted ruler of Los An- 
geles Lodge 99, B. P. O. E. At the 
time of his death Mrs. Goldsmith 
was in New York. 


Mame Ponce, colored, former 
owner Orlental Cafe, Chicago, and 
Ponce’s Inn at Robbins, Tl., died re- 
cently in Chicago. 


Wife of John D. O’Hara, actor, 
died May 15 in San Francisco. 


Nicholas McKeon, old time circus 
man, died May 8 at Bridgeport, 
Conn. 


Jack Speidal, 60, orchestra leader, 
died in Fairfield, Conn., May 7, fol- 
lowing an operation. 


The mother of Pete Ermatinger, 
manager of Erlanger’s New York, 
died at her home in Chickopee 
Falls, Ia. 


The father of Mabel Drew (Gene 
Barnes and Mabel Drew, vaude) 
died suddenly in London while tra- 
veling in search of health. 


Peter Ludwig Conde, 60, musician, 
committed suicide with a revolver 
at his home in Los Angeles, May 22. 


Circus Man Held on 
Abduction Charge 


Pittsfield, Mass., May 22. 

Joseph Novak and Edward Bir- 
mingham, employees of Sells-Floto 
circus, were arrested here last week 
charged with the abduction of a 
14-year-old girl. 

When the police found the young- 
ster with the men, she said they 
had asked her in Albany, where the 
show played the previous day, if she 
would like to join the outfit. She 
agreN to go as far as Pittsfield if 
they pai her fare back to Albany, 
she averred. They agreed and she 
accompanied them here. 

The girl wus detained as a ma- 
terial witness against the men and 
also arraigned in juvenile court. 


CARNIVALS 


(Week Commencing May 21 When 
-Not Otherwise Indicated) 
Alabama Am. Co., Beaver Dam, Ky. 

Barlow's Big City, Urbana, I). 

Bee Am. Co., Memphis, Tenn. 

Bistany’s Attractions, Rensselaer, N. Y. 

Bright Way, Weston, W. Va. 

Bullard Bros., Krebs, Okla. 

Burdick’s All-Texas, Honey Island, Tex. 

California Shows, Cohoes, N. Y.; 28, 
Schenectady. 

Capital Am. Co., Independence, Wis. 

Coleman Bros., Hartford, Conn. 

Harry Copping Shows, Olean, N. ¥. 
Greater, 24-June 4, Shenandoah, 
a. 

J. L. Cronin, Circleville, O. 

Crounse United, Athol, Mass.; 28, Keene, 
N. H.; 4, Franklin. 

Delmar Quality, Glenflora, Tex. 

Dodson's World's Fair, Kokomo, Ind. 

F. & B. Am. Co., Louisa, Va, 

John Francis, Clovis, N. M. 

W. A. Gibbs, Cedarvaite, Kan. 

Heinz Bros., Clinton, ia. 

Hill’s Greater, 26, Suffoik, Va. 

Howey Am. Co., Bedford, Pa. 

Isler Greater, Manhattan, Kan. 

Jones Am. Co., Peru, Ind. 

Joyland Expo., St. Anthony, Idaho. 

K. F. Ketchum’s, Weston, W. Va. 

Abner K. Kline, Roseburg, Ore. 

J. W. Laughlin, Herman, Mo. 

Levitt-Brown-Huggins, Olympia, Wash. 

Lippa Am. Co., Saginaw, Mich. 

McMahon Shows, Havelock, Neb. 

Ralph R. Miller, Homer, Ia. 
nena Valley Shows, Cotton Valley, 


Monarch Expo., West Haverstraw, N. Y. 

C. W. Naill, Pineland, Tex. 

Nelson Bros., Goodland, Kan. 

Pacific States, Yakima, Wash.; 28, Sun- 
nyside; 4, Lewiston, Idaho. 

J. J. Page, Logan, W. Va. 

Pollie Greater, Cleveland, Tenn. 

Powers Am. Co., Marshall, Mich. 

Nat Reiss Shows, Irvington, N. J. 
“— & Cherry Shows, Charleston, W. 

a 


Walter Savidge, Norfolk, Neb.; 28, Al- 
bion; 2, O’Neill. 

Geo. T. Scott, Cherryvale, Kan. 

Sheesley Greater, Conemaugh, Pa. 


Snapp Bros., West Frankfort, Ill. 

T. J. Tidwell, Rocky Ford, Colo, 

United Am. Co., Sheffield, Pa. 

W. B. J. Shows, McComb, O. 

David A. Wise, Richmond, Ind. 

— Greater, Iowa City, Ia.; 28, Daven- 
port. 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Downie Bros. 

May 23, Freeport, L. IL; 24, Hicks- 
ville; 25, Farmingdale; 26, Baby- 
Ion; 28, Bay Shore; 29, Patchogue; 
30, Southampton; 31, Sag Harbor; 
June _1, Riverhead; 2, Greenport, 
Long Island. 


COLUMBIA PARK’S Z00 


A permanent wild animal feature 
has been decided upon for Colum- 
bia Park, New Jersey. Park will 
have a new item, to be known as 
Zoological Garden. W. J. Hanley 
has been engaged as general man- 
ager of the zoo. 

Before the summer is out the 
park will have 35 cages, including 
lions, tigers, etc. 


George Black Goes Ford 
George Black, for the past 14 
years plainclothesman on Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey lots, has 
severed connections with the circus. 
He goes with the Henry Ford 
information bureau. 


Gentry Bros. 

May 23, Renovo, Pa.; 24, Kane; 
25, St. Marys; 26, Lock Haven; 28, 
Clearfield; 29, Oil City; 30, Titus- 
ville; 31, Corry; June 1, Bradford, 
Pa.; 2, Dunkirk, N. Y.; 4, N. Tona- 
randa; 5, Lockport; 6, Albion; 7, 
Canadaigua; 8, Geneva; 9, Oswego, 


Police state he was suffering from 
ill health and fear of becoming 
insane, 


Ralph Bridgman, 36, stage elec- 
trician, died May 18 in Detroit. 
Bridgman was chief electrician at 
Keith’s Temple for 11 years. 


. 


DEATHS ABROAD 

V. Levasseur, 58, manager-owner 
of Palace-Cinema of Courbevoie, 
suburb of Paris. 

Mme. Edmond Rasimi, 80, former 
owner of Casino music hall, Lyons, 
and mother of Antoine Rasimi, died 
at Lyons, France. 

Marie Louise Maumy, dancer, died 
in a hospital at Nice, France, from 
wounds inflicted by Armand Floria, 
boxer. 

Jules Wertheim, composer, died 
at Warsaw, Poland, while conduct- 
ing his orchestra. 


WIDE OPEN GAMBLING 
AT CHARITY CIRCUS 


12 Stands, All Wheels, 3 With- 
out Merchandise—Under the 
Auspices of Women’s Clubs 


Wide open gambling is the main 
feature at the Charity Circus, Ice- 
land. Wheels work overtime and 
concessionaires promote money 
play. 

The circus is being run by Milton 
Holland, Philadelphia carnival op- 
erator, on a hook-up with the Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs of New 
York City. Purpose is to raise 
funds to build a home for wayward 


,the star to stimulate play. 


women, where they can go after ree 
lease from Bedford Reforinatory 
and Welfare Island, 

When visited by a Variety re- 
porter Thursday night, the wheels 
were humming and getting a lot of 
attention from minors. The layout 
includes 12 stands, all wheel op- 
erations, a few stocked with mere 
chandise for a flash, but at least 
three minus any display to cover 
the gambling racket. 

Three classes of wheels are op- 
erating. On the star wheel the 
player gets five to one on the num- 
ber, 10 to 1 on the red, and 25 tol 
on the star. Some of them are op- 
erating on the up and up, while 
others are working the gimmick 
occasionally with shills cashing on 
Admis- 
sion is 50 cents and a 10-act circus 
program is on a platform for the 
admission fee, split in two sections 
to give the wheels plenty of chance 
to operate, 

Less than 200 were in Thursday 
night, most going for the wheels, 
Two stands running legitimately 
and the play strictly for mercan- 
dise closed early through lack of 
patronage. 

Holland is reported as giving the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs the 
admission money and a small eut 
on the wheel intake. The Charity 
Circus folds Saturday night, with 
the venture reported very badly in 
the box through Holland's inability 
to get any support, other than moral, 
from the clubwomen. 

The open gambling angle is said 
to have been responsible for the 
clubwomen practically walking out 
on the promoter. 


John Ringling in Europe 
John Ringling sailed for Europe 
last week, to be gone about six 
weeks. The trip principally con- 
cerns a search for novelties for new 
season's Ringling-Barnum circus. 

The showman’s trip abroad is 
dated earlier this year than here- 
tofore. Last year he made a simi- 
lar journey after the outfit got un- 
der canvas. 

The circus is in charge of a num- 
ber of executives, Carl Hathaway, 
formerly in advance, being virtually 
in charge. The others are Fred 
Bradna, Fred «Worrall, Charles Hut- 
chinson and Frank Cook. 


Circus Lot Change 
Des Moines, Ia., May 22. 

For 30 years the old circus lot, 
20th and Walnut streets, has ac- 
commodated the white tops, but is 
now to be turned into a realty de- 
velopment project. 

J. A. Wagner, president Circus 
Fans’ Association, announces new 
grounds at First and Elm atreets, 
The Robbins shows will be the first 
booked there. 

N. J. SUNDAY DATE 

For the first time in the history 
of New Jersey, a circus may play 
in the state on a Sunday. Plans 
to this effect are on between J. D. 
Newman, general agent of Sells- 
Floto, and Arcola Park. June 24 
the likely date. 

To get by the Sunday gag the 
circus will play under the auspices 
of a hospital, 


EVANS’ CIRCUS STARTING 
East Liverpool, O., May 22. 
J. J. Evans’ circus, in winter 
quarters here, is primed to start 
late this month. 
Early spots will be in eastern 
Ohio. é 
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Palace newly arrived guests. Members of |night, the Windsor is a showing|/pictures and Sunday vaudeville; [Young office and is bookin ie 
Empties, rows and rows of ’em,| the traveling profession, the boys jhouse for the William Morris Chi- | Orpheum will close during the sum-|Garden of Allah, the Della va 


at the Palace this week. House was 
less than one-third full Sunday mat. 
Excellent Out-o'-doors weather the 
reason. A few names on the bill, 
such as Harland Dixon, May Wirth 
and William Halligan, no remedy. 
Program was up to snuff in every 
respect with entertainment value 
very much in evidence with a money 
name draw. 

Chaney and Fox (3) offered some 
neat dance divertissement. Piano 
accompaniment throughout with the 
pianist doing some rather mechani- 
cal voice, in a solo spot. The man 
of the duc does some neat leg-work, 
Similar to that used by Dixon in 
his opening. Both of the couple pre- 
sent a colorful Spanish dance, a 
ballroom number and a _ specialty 
orso. The girl, in a butterfly dance, 
is clever. 

Ed and Lou Miller, presenting 
“Brothers in Harmony,” wear Eng- 
lish walking suits, and deliver har- 
mony that is excellent from the 
Standpoint of expression and vocal 
perfection. The boys appear later, 
in connection with Smith and Dale's 
“Avon Comedy Four.” As a duo 
they are great voice purveyors and 
are typical vaudeville or picture 
house entertainment. The public 
seems never to tire of good harmony 
singing, and this is of the best. 

May Wirth, circus equestrienne, is 
in trey position with the entire 
Wirth family. Billed as a “Versatile 
Horsical Frolic,” the Wirth family 
is not disappointing. Whispered 
comments of approval in the audi- 
ence, mingled with laughs at the 
comedy. 

Jerome and Gray were the usual 
success, well known and liked by 
the Palace patronage. Hal Jerome 
with his fiddle, gags and serious 
manner hit ’em hard. He hands 
Frank Behring a plug when he says 
that the manager of the Sherman 
House thinks it better to have loved 
and lost than to run into the hotel 
detective. Gloria Gray chumps for 
him adroitly enough. 

Joe Smith and Charlie Dale, com- 
prising the “Avon Comedy Four” 
this time with Ed and Lou Miller 
doubling from their own act, in “A 
Hungarian Rhapsody.” Smith and 
Dale, chef and proprietor respec- 
tively, inject plenty of laughs with 
their culinary difficulties. The Mil- 
ler boys do some more song, when 
the manager decides that the res- 
taurateurs must be entertained. In 
the finale all four go in for some 
vocality that is well received, al- 
Ways a pushover around here. 

William Halligan and company of 
four fill the six spot with a laugh- 
able adventure in a rural hotel. 
Curtain rises on a hotel room, with 
Halligan and Milton Francis as the 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


CORT MATINEES WEDNESDAY 
AND SATURDAY 

“A play of youth, clean mischief, good 

fun and healthy romatce.” 


—Amy Leslie, News 


“A Companionate 
Marriage” 


BLACKSTONE Wednesday and 


Saturday Mats. 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 
GEO. M. COHAN Offers 


Grant Mitchell 
IN THE LAUGH SENSATION 
The 


SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 


SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 


ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS | 


FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Hlimself) & HIS ORCH. 


ERLANGER 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 
THE DOMESTIC COMEDY SUCCESS 


“THE 19TH HOLE” 


By and With 


Baby Cyclone 


jin rather oldtime style. 

jeap the team in advancement. 
— i) 


Mats. 


woovs: ADELPHI,,..,° and Sat. 


PATRICK KEARNEY'S COMEDY 


A MAN’S MAN 


with DWIGHT FRYE and 


CHARLOTTE WYNTERS 


are seeking liquid refreshment of 
alcoholic content. Their experiences 
with the hotel manager and.a col- 


ored porter keep the house con- 
vulsed. Halligan was well remem- 


bered, even after a long absence, as 
one of the principals in an early 
“LeMaire’s Affairs” as was the skit. 

Dixon, “who dances,” is in the 
next to closing spot. Makes a neat 
appearance and gets over to a real 
handout. Frank Evers and Greta, 
close the bill with a nice dance rou- 
tine, not completely caught. 

Pathe News fills the intermission, 
Danny Russo’s aggregation in the 
pit doing well and offering an over- 
ture, ‘March of the Musketeers,” by 
Friml. In the intermission he uses 
“Just a Night. for Meditation,” and 
“Two Little Rooms.” The former 
by Pollack and the other by Tish. 
In his exit. Lewis’ “My Bouquet of 
Memories.” Loop. 


Majestic 

Numerous rows of empties in the 
Majestic Sunday afternoon, dedi- 
cated to spring and the Lllinois-In- 
diana highway systems. Bill not as 
good as usual and the audience was 
restless, making tough sledding for 
everybody. 

Only once did the customers give 
to any extent, and that for Morley 
and Anger. Combo is a weighty 
girl who sings well and a comic who 
makes faces and tells the sort of 
gags Monroe street likes. This act 
should be liked in all Association 
houses. 

Zermain, Farrar and Cantor and 
Co. only fair in a lengthy alterna- 
tion of dancing and comedy. Cantor 
tries hardest for laughs, wearing a 
different suit each time appearing 
and reeling off a punchless line of 
humor. 

Zermain and Farrar, man and 
woman, are best in an adagio worked 
with luminous costumes and dark- 
ened stage, making them appear 
black. Climax is a leap by the girl 
from a high platform to her boy 
friend's arms. Two more girls, Rus- 
sian dancer and toe dancer, com- 


plete. Poor comedy is g yoke on the 
act. 
Gordon and Healy are capable 


entertainers in “Suite 16," humorous 
skit with dance interpolations. Team 
play newlyweds in a hotel bedroom 
for the first time, and two girls and 
a man provide the moderately good 
dance fill-ins. 

Phil and Fred Villani, Wop com- 
edy, missed completely with gags 
concerning an income tax blank 
they're filling out. Later they re- 
deemed themselves with impressive 
singing, but those many minutes of 
weak comedy should be fixed. 

Thompson and Childs have built a 
singing act on their billing, appear- 
ing in chef costume an@ using a 
kitchen backdrop. In the deuce spot 
they started quietly and worked up 
to a fair finish with a special com- 
edy number. Not much possibility 
as is. Four Karreys, opening, can 
play better houses. Two of the men 
are contortionists, while the other is 
their understander; fourth is a girl 
assistant. The combination of tal- 
ents affords unique balancing feats. 

Closing was “Cycle of Color.” 
standard posing act. “Blue Danube” 
(Pathe), feature. Loop 

Academy 

A better bill than usual the last 
half. Most important was Yvonne, 
composite toe dancer, fiddle player, 
rope worker and iron jaw exponent. 
Yvonne blends her talents to family 
time and should get the local dates. 
She carries a pianist and works in 
full. 

Hiarding and Nelson, who are not 
Harding and Nelson, have a singing 
act, although the gent does go in 
for gags, and laughs aloofly to him- 
self as they bounce out the rear 
exits. His girl friend attacks the 
ivories and sings a ballad fairly. 

Maximus Sextet is a Nipponese 


string orchestra in American gob 
uniforms, playing military and pop 
ditties, Musie and method of pres- 
entation okay for the lesser time, 


including flashing of an American 


flash at the finish. 

Nalde and Cassini have a wop 
icomiec and femme straight act, dif- 
jferent from most because the 
j} humor is of minor importance. Both 
{have singing as their forte. Al- 
jthough the girl has a poor voice, 
ishe accomplishes much with a 
frank imitation of Eva Tanguay's 


Jon methods. Will be liked in 
mater vaude, 
| Monroe and Lauretta, mixed buck 
work in full 
May handi- 
The 
lan accomplishes a toe jump from 
table to cushioned floor and is an- 
nounced as the originator and only 
one to do the trick. Mle, Ivy was 
seen recently jumping from piano 
top to bare floor. “Latest from 
Paris” (M-G) feature. Warm 
weather cut patronage slightly. 


toe dance team, 


Windsor 
Fieht acts of small-time vaude- 
‘Ville play the Windsor each Friday 


cago office. 

An agent must indeed have vision 
to get much hope out of the acts 
at the Windsor, There are, of 
course, exceptions. 

Generally the act trots out to the 
Windsor; works the one night stand 
for a trifle and is not sufficiently 
interested in the work that the date 
may get them, to make a real effort. 

Agents are seldom producers? and 
so when the boys from the office 
catch the Windsor and see an act 
of promise they can’t send for it 
and make it over, 

Alene and Evans, two youngsters, 
have a nice opening in which one 
of the boys does some good whist- 
ling numbers. Their hand-balancing 
and specialties are not smoothly 
perfect. 

Beaver and Bear, two Indians, 
followed. Then there were Virginia 
and McLaughlin with their side- 
show shooting gallery. Virginia is 
a German girl who swaps gags with 
Mac. All gagging is weak, scenery 
is small-time. In the finish the girl 
shoots at musical targets. A slap- 
stick act, but good for small time. 

One boy waiting to be discovered 
is Harvey. He works in a white 
face, looking older than he really is. 


mer for alterations, opening with 
dramatic stock in the fall. 

Lamb brothers leased the Palm 
from the Palm theatre company and 
the Orpheum from the Rockford En- 
terprises. Great States Theatres is 
interested in the latter firm. In 
leasing the Orpheum, Great States 
is left with only one Rockford 
house, Coronado. Charles Lamb is 
president and general manager of 
the new firm, his brother acting as 
secretary and treasurer. 


Fay Ehlert, Chicago phywright, 
wife of the Chilean consul here, won 
the silver cup offered by Edith 
Rockefeller McCormick for the best 
one-act drama presented by a little 
theatre group. 

“The Undercurrent,” an Ehlert 
script, was presented by the T8wn 
and Gown Playshop of Northwest- 
ern University as one of the con- 
testing groups at the Goodman the- 
atre, under the supervision of the 
Drama League. 


Van and Schenck left the “Sun- 
shine Days” unit after its opening 
week at the Oriental, although Jack 
Laughlin, producer, had stated they 
would stick for the full eight-week 


CORRESP 


ONDENCE 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


otherwise indicated. 


The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 


follows and on pages: 


ALBANY ...... 
ATLANTIC CITY 
ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 
BRONX ..... 
BROOKLYN 


CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI (0 
CLEVELAND 10 
DETROIT .......- 
INDIANAPOLIS 69 
LOS ANGELES ............-- 68 
MILWAUKEE 69 


MINNEAPOLIS 69 
MONTREAL. 
NEWARK ........ 
NEW 68 


70 
68 
70 


PITTSBURGH .. 
PORTLAND, 
PORTLAND, ORE.. 


ROCHESTER 
ST. LOUIS......... 
SAN 69 
SEATTLE 
SYRACUSE ...... 
TORONTO OF 
VANCOUVER 70 
WASHINGTON 67 


He sings grotesque songs, does 
some fair gagging, but is badly cos- 
tumed. As is, Harvey is just a 
small-time clown, but capable of 
development. The boy has some- 
thing. 

Seven girls, the Diversity step~ 
pers, are scarcely worth considera- 
tion. One of those affairs, hastily 
thrown together on a chance of get- 
ting by. The entire ensemble, in- 
cluding vocal and dance specialties, 
is impossible. 

Kelly and Carrol, two men, Dutch 
and Wop comics, arguing over a 
menu, Another slackly produced 
affair, for small time. The Three 
Blanks, a standard attraction re- 
cently reviewed, was the standout. 
Excellent juggling and balancing, 
by a family that is up to par. Un- 
derstood to be a German importa- 


tion. Picture, “Chinatown Charlie” 
(F.N.). Business, capacity. 
Loop. 

Don Dixon and his stock players 
opened at the Warrington, Oak 
Park, May 20. 

Melville Hammett is here hand- 
ling both ends of “The 19th Hole.” 


Hugo Riesenfeld, general director 
of United Artists theatres, was 
here last week. 


“The People,” by Clark Siivernail, 


opens at the Harris June 3. 

Earl Abel, solo organist at the| 
Congress, will open May 26 at the| 
Texas theatre, San Antonio. 

Kate Smith, with ‘Honeymoon | 
Lane” when it closed here, has re- 
mained to headline the new College 
Inn floor show. Oehmen Twins, 
mixed juvenile team, are another 
feature, Ted Ledterd, Sims and 
Babette and Maurie Sherman's er- 
chestra complete. 

31 Robinson jumped out of the 
cast of “Blackbirds,” New York all- 


color show, to keep a two-day date 
for I. Jay Faggin, owner of 


Jackie Heller is going 
open on the Stanley circuit. 


east to 


Roy Mack is in New York visiting 
Harry Pearl. The Mack office is 
now booking a five-act circus bill 
at White City and going after the 
road-house business. Will Biggie, 
formerly of the Orpheum oflice at 
St. Louis, is handling the Mack or- 
chestra department, 


Incorporated under the name of 
Forest City Theatres, Charles and 
Russell Lamb have taken over the 
Palm and Orpheum theatres at 


Rockford, Tl. The Palm will play 


the | 
Savoy, colored ballroom in Chicazo. | 


special Publix route. Ed and Mor- 
ton Beck and Elliott and Jones re- 
placed. 


Balaban and Katz-Publix have 
taken over the entire sixth floor of 
the Loop End building, adjoining 
the Chicago theatre. The construc- 
tion, theatre operation, interior dec- 
orating, maintenance, purchasing 
ind publicity departments have al- 
ready moved in. 

Lubliner and Trinz Theatres of- 
fices associated with Balaban and 
Katz, formerly on the fourth floor, 
have been transferred to the sixth, 
with Emile Stern, general manager, 
in charge. A passageway has been 
installed connecting the sixth floor 
of the building with the Balaban 
and Katz executive offices in the 
Chicago theatre building next door. 

The Great States Theaters, which 
has been operating the Orpheum 
Theatre, Rockford, DL, has turned 
that house over to the newly organ- 
ized Forest City Theaters Corpora- 
tion, which has also taken over the 
Palm, another picture house. Movies 
will be continued at the latter, but 
the Orpheum will be closed May 28, 
when the merger is effective, and re- 
modeled for a stock season. Charles 


Lamb, manager of the Palm, will 
become general manager for both 
houses, and Russell Lumb secre- 


tury-treasurer of the company. 

Fischer-Paramount Corp., Chi- 
cago, is going into Moline, Ill., with 
a 2,100-seat house in an $800,000 
theatre building. It will include 
shops and apartments. At the pres- 
ient the Blank-Publix house is the 
| principal downtown theatre in con- 
i nection with the LaClaire Hotel, 
but it hasn’t been a draw. The Par- 
amount will play presentation and 
road shows. Frank W. Fischer said 
that the auditorium may be enlarged 
if public interest in the project war- 
rants. It is expected that some lo- 
eal capital will be drawn into the 
project, 


IEinglewood theatre will install a 
stage band policy fer Sunday mati- 
nees and evenings, Walter Slader 
directing. 


Clark Silvernail, in letters to Chi- 
cago newspaper critics, advises that 
he is the sole author of “The Peo- 
ple,” a play scheduled to open here 
shortly. Edward H. Robins, he ex- 
plains, provided the basic idea for 
the play, but Silvernail wrote it 
unassisted. 


Mrs. Florence Couthoui will leave 
shortly for a two months’ vacation 
in Europe. 


Andre Lasky has joined the Ernie 


Venice and Vanity Fair cafes, 


Hank Lishin’s orchestra has 
set in the Garden of Allah dg 
season. The new floor show includes 
LaVeaux, Harry 
oon, Josephine Taylor 
tea y and Rose 


Practically all Great States the. 
atres will stage June Bride weadinns 
during the first week of J une, 


Herbert Clark has replaced ° 
ander Clark, Jr.,in 
D’Errico with “Excess Baggage” at 
the Garrick. He formerly played 
the same role with the New York 
company. 


David Lipton is handling the ub- 
licity for the Oriental theatre aa 
ing the absence of Bill Fine. 


Jimmy Cowan and Milton Feld of 
the New York Publix production de- 
partment were in Chicago looking 
over material. 


Phil Tyrell of the William Morris 
Chicago office is on a booking trip 
in Georgia and other southern 
states. 


Martin Klein, vice-president of 
the T. B. O. A., is now booking 18 
weeks of colored time out of Chi- 
cago. The T. B. O. A. recently in- 
creased its total to 60 weeks books 
ing out of Chattanooga and Wash- 
ington besides Chicago. 


The Toledo Theatres and Realty 
Co. has completed financing here for 
construction of a 2,500-seat house in 
Toledo, O., with cost estimated at 
$900,000. This company controls 12 
houses in Toledo. Edward J. Sour- 
bier is president and Howard Feig- 
ley general manager. 


orchestra 
the Alamo 


Jack Johnstone and 
have been booked into 
cafe. 


Jerry Sullivan, formerly an- 
nouncer at WQJ, goes to WSBG. 

Ted Fiorito’s orchestra at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, June 16. 


Max Hart, New York agency, is to 
open a band department. A Chi- 
cago man is being mentioned as the 
manager. 


Eddie Weisfeldt, production man- 
ager at the Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
is looking around for a new m., c, to 
replace Dave Schooler. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 
Auditorium—‘Her Cardboard 
Lover” (Knopf-Farnsworth). 
Maryland—“Abie’s Irish Rose.” 
Ford’s—‘‘Meet the Wife” (Steve.e¢ 
Cochran). 


Thomas Morris Cushing, for the 
past four or five seasons dramatic 
critic of the Baltimore “Sun,” has 
resigned to devote his entire time 
to stage direction. Mr. Cushing, 
founder and director of the Play- 
Arts Guild, has recently taken on 
outside work that necessitates his 
retirement from the journalistic field. 
He directed the pageants for the 
recent Colonial Day celebration at 
Annapolis. Cushing is also credited 


with discovering several unusual 
light opera personalities, several 


leads in his long run Gilbert and 
Suliivan revivals here subsequently 
going to the Ames’ G. & S. outfits. 


MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms aad baths 


effective this week, the West | 


Son 


§T. REGIS HOTEL 
Single Room without Bath. .$7, $8, $9.00 


S 50, 12.00 
Single Room with Bath. .. .$10.50 £11.00 


Running water in all rooms 
Conveniently located to all theatres 
Within walknig distance of the loop 


516 N. Clark St., Phone—Suporior 182% 
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Princess—“The Play’s the Thing.” 
Majesty’s—Savoy Musical Com- 

edy Company, $1.50 top. | 
Orpheum—“Green Hat (stock). 
Capitol—“‘Across to Singapore. 
Palace—‘Ramona.” 
Crooks. 

rial—“Skyscraper. 

Raffles” (Col); 

“Big Noise” (F. N.); “Powder My 
ck” “Horseman of 

Jains” (Fox). 
ety "Girls of U. S. A.” (Mu- 


tual). 


A continual stream of letters to 
the local press from parents pro- 
testing the operation of the chil- 
dren's bill barring youngsters under 
16 from the picture houses, has been 
reinforced by a motion passed “nd 
of last week by the Montreai Trades 
and Labor Coenen demanding the 

be repealed. 

"hase is little doubt when the 
next provincial elections that Pre- 
mier Taschereau will get a heavy 
adverse vote in this city and this 
will be largely because of the treat- 
ment accorded the children. The 
council branded the bill as “absurd, 
“farcical” and “ridiculous.” 


Ameen Lawand, Camil Bazzy and 
Michel Arue, proprietor and em- 
ployees of the Laurier Palace the- 
atre where 78 chilldren lost their 
jives in a fire in January, 1927, were 
liberated last week by the Court 
‘ of Appeal which quashed a judg- 
ment of the Court of King’s Bench 
sentencing them to jail sentences 
for manslaughter. The conviction 
was reversed on ground that in- 
fringement of civic by-law did not 
constitute manslaughter. This ends 
a case that has been dragging on 
for 16 months. 


Officials from the office of the 
High Constable served a summons 
on the management of the United 
Amusement Corporation, operator 
of a chain of local theatres, includ- 
ing the Regent, as the first step in 
the test case which Premier Tasch- 
ereau is making in connection with 
the application of the Sunday clos- 
ing law. Complaint specifies vicla- 
tion of the existing law on Easter 
Sunday at the Regent theatre and 
management of the company must 
appear in court to answer charge 
May 23. 


The two amusement parks of this 
city, Belmont Park in the north end 
and Dominion Park in the east end, 
have opened for the summer sea- 


son. Attractions are same as usual 
with dancing specially featured at 
Belmont. 


The Robinson circus opens white 
top season for Montreal this coming 
week. This is not an especially 
good town for circuses and at most 
no more than a couple come here 


most years and more often only one. | “The 
Brady. 
;companies are still carrying on. 


Empress theatre, Confederation 
Amusements operated house in west 
end of city, opened Saturday with 
“Wild Geese” to a good start. An 
1,800-seater house and will be sec- 
ond run house in that part of the 
city. 


TORONTO 
By GORDON SINCLAIR 


Royal Alexandra—‘“‘Bubbling Over” 
(Plunkett -all-Canadian musical). 

Princess—“King of Kings” (2d 
week). 

Victoria — “Lass 0’ 
(English stock). 

Empire—‘Enter Madame” 
pie stock). 

Tivoli—**Ramona.” 

Hip—‘Vaudfilm. 

Loew’s—“Under the Black Eagle”; 
vaude. 

Pantages—‘“Good Morning, Judge”; 
vaude, 

Uptown—"Chicago”; 

Palace — ‘Legion of 
demned; vaude. 

Oakwood — ‘That’s My Daddy”; 
vaude, 

Capitol—“‘My Best Girl.” 


Laughter” 
(Kep- 


stage show. 
the Con- 


Florence Rogge, dance mistress at 
the Uptown and conductor of a 
dancing school here, sails for Eu- 
rope this week with Leon Leonidoff, 
of the Roxy. Leonidoff is suffering 
from nervous disorders. 


Stock in Loew’s London Ontario 
houses has been rising on Toronto 
exchange this week, due to _ in- 
creased profits. Both preferred and 
common stocks are paying dividends 
with 1927 profits far ahead of the 
previous year. 


Deidre Doyle, who came to Can- 
ada with Mrs. Brandon Thomas, 
who put on “Charley’s Aunt” and 
“Lord Richard in the Pantry,’ has 
joined the Empire stock company. 
She was well liked in “The Constant 
Wife.” 


Agitation is on here to have the 
10 per cent. tax on sports and 
amusements abolished. Tax applies 
to all admissions of more than 25 
cents except those exclusively for 


charity. Maximum tax 25 cents. 
Since the government started tak- 
ing a big profit on liquor sales 
finances have improved sufficiently 
to drop this tax. , 


The Charles Wagner stock outfit 
is definitely slated for Toronto, 
opening at the Royal Alexandra with 
Road to Rome,” with Alice 

Top price, $1.50. Two other 


Norwegian consuls are sponsoring 
the showing in Canada of Norwegian 


| travel pictures, Photography is good 
) but houses are fighting shy of the 
|; pictures because so far no one has 


taken the trouble to transhite the | 
subtitles. 

Charlie Straw has become man- 
ager of the Capitol, Winnipeg. He 


was with F. P. in Port Arthur most 
recently. 


The Filmart Motion Picture Co. 
has been chartered with headquar- 
ters at Hamilton, Ont., for the pur- 
pose of making commercial films on 
assignment. The company has been 
in business five years and is show- 
ing a profit. 


Thomas Lamb, New York theatri- 
cal architect, is in Ottawa getting 
data for the new Capitol, to be built 
by F. P. this year at a cost of $1,- 
125,000. He also has charge of the 
rebuilding of Loew’s, recently dam- 
aged by fire in Toronto. 


Suggestion that it be made com- 
pulsory for ushers in picture houses 
to be equipped with flashlights has 
been made before the Dominion Fire 
Protection Association in Ottawa. 
The suggestion was not acted on. 

Although figures were not given 
the Tivoli and Osborne, Winnipeg, 


broke all house records with “Sovrell 


and Son,” the picture holding over 
at both houses. 


Keith, vaudefilm, has shifted from 
Monday to Saturday opening in Ot- 
tawa to comply with booking ar- 
rangements. Business unchanged. 
During “British Empire Week” this 
was the orJy house not featuring 
English films. They had an all- 
English vaude bill. 


NEWARK 


Shubert-——“Earl Carroll Vanities.” 

Broad—"‘The Front Page.” 

Proctor’s—“Love Hungry”; vaude. 

Loew’s State—‘Circus Rookies’; 
vaude. 

Newark —“A  Woman’s 
vaude., 


Way”; 


Branford—'‘The 50-50 Girl.” 

Mosque—"Liftle Shepherd of King- 
dom Come": Vitaphone. 

Fox Terminal—"The Devil's Trade- 
mark”; “The Play Girl.” 

Rialto—“Ramona” 


Capitol —“‘Across the Atlantic’: 
“Vamping Venus.” 


Goodwin—"Partners in Crime.” 


Orpheum—"'Clara Smith Revue": 
pictures, 
The legitimate season is about | 


Washed up here, with business bad. | 


Empire ‘¢stock) closed Saturday, 
With big business, running to capac- 
ity some nights. Belated publicity 
of the kind that draws accounted 
for the pull. The 15 weeks’ season 
has been tair, with David R. Blyth, 
brought here to close the house 
after a few weeks, given credit for 
keeping it going. Failure to estab- 
lish and keep a company nucleus 
of the same people is the tip-off on 
the lack of suceess. The draw of 
Barbara Gray, keeping up through- 
out the season, shows what could 
have been done. 


Rialto closes June 2. In Irvington 
the Castle will be closed for altera- 
tions May 30, and during the sum- 
mer the Sanford will drop its M. Cc. 


policy to run pictures, taking up 
those booked for the Castle. All 
S.-F. houses, 


Bernie Green is out as M. C. of 
Branford and Eddie Moran, popu- 
lar comedian, who has played many 
weeks at the house, is in as guest 
M. Cc. The house has been badly 
affected by the substitution of Stan- 
ley units for the Harry Crull local 
shows. Jerry DeRosa, from the 
Colony, New York, is the new house 
manager. 


John E. Firnkoess, publicity man- 
ager for S.-F., has been made as- 
sistant to Moe Silver, general man- 
ager of the Stanley Company. He 
is succeeded by David E. Weshner, 
from S.-I*. in Jersey City. 

Louis Ulffers, manager of the Ox- 
ford, Little Falls, has been arrested 
for opening Sunday. He was re- 
fused permission by the township 
committee, but opened anyway. 


| 


(second week). 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Belasco (Shubert) 
National 


Dark. 
(Erlanger-Rapley)— 


Friday night at the Shubert there} Steve Cochran's stoek in “Craig's 

were 128 people in the orchestra. | Wife.” 

| Both houses close this Week as Poli’'s (Shubert)—De Wolt Hop- 

sits, With better business with} per summer musieal stock in “The 

“Vanities™ at one house and Jed | Mikado.” 

|}Harris’ “Front Page” at the Broad. | Pictures 

“Simba” comes to the Shubert next Columbia--"Romena” for run 

week at $1.50 top. Fox—"The Escape’; next, “ie I 


Were Single.” 
Little—"Siegfriea.” 


Met—"Tenderloin” (second week 
of run). 
Palace — “The Patsy”: next, 


“Across to Singapore.” 
Rialto—“San Francisco Nights”; 
next, “Count of Ten.” 


E. F. Albee told one of the local 
dailies over the long distance that 
K-A-O is to build a new 4,000-seat 
house here shortly. However, did 
not divulge site, 

Roland Robbins, manager for the 
local K-A house for 16 years until 


'the closing, is being transferred to 


Poston. 
Max Silver is making weekly 
trips in to the local Fox (pets) 


bringing in the acts he books for 
the house. 


Jack Powers, saxophone in Meyer 
Davis’ Le Paradis Band, was loaned 
to the Fox last week to play the 
clarinet part in Gershwin's “Rhap- 
sody in Blue” when done at that 
picture house with the ballet and 
Richard Singer at the piano on 
stage. Fox symphony is a Davis’ 
orchestra, too. 


Davis is opening his Le Paradis 
Roof Friday, the 25th. Harry Al- 
bert will direct for the opening and 


then leave for a Davis foreign 
booked orchestra. Bert Bernath, 
now Violinist in the Club Chante- 


cler, will lead the roof orchesira for 
the summer. 


Sam Rubin, publicity for Loew’s 


two houses, Columbia and* Palace, 
is back on the job after a minor 
operation. 


ACCESSORIES 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE 
REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 


LOOK young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Reasonable 


SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 
585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


CLEANERS 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Called for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3892 


COSTUMES 
EAVES COSTUME C0. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
West 46th Street—Eaves Bidg. 


DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
340 West 41st St. Lack. 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 
Manufacturers and Designers 
Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 


27-33 West 23d St. 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and Designer of N. Y. 
Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Columbus 4569 


FABRICS 
DAZIAN’S. INC. 
THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


151-153 


—— 


FABRICS 
MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Mills 
ryant 2511 
Opp. Friars’ Club 


B 
107 W. 48th St. 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 


SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 


FLORISTS 
Say width flowers 


The Appropriate Gift 


A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 


FURS 
BLUMENFIELD’S 


Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 


204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 


GCWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For All Occasions 
Widest Selection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Call at 
MME. NAFTAL 
69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670-4163 


JEWELRY 
A. S. BORG 


Buys Diamonds, O!d Gold, Silver, Plati- 

num, Pawn Tickets and Gold Bridge Work 

We also Sell Antique and Modern Jewelry 
1! Kinds of Repairing Done 

298 Sth Ave., Cor 3ist St., 146 W. 23d St. 


1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


LOANS 


Clothing, 


On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, 
Musical Instruments 
and All Kinds of Personal 


PAUL KASKEL & SONS 
9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Ste. 


Columbus 1442, 1443, 1481 


PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furnished Complete—We Also Rent 

502 West 44th Street Penn. 7377 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 


“A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


‘334-340 W. 44th Bt. 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


516 West 34th St. NEW YORK 
HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


INALLITS BRANCHES Vaudeville 
Productions 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 
Penn. 2459-1590 


STAGE HARDWARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING 


PETER CLARK, INC. 

534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevatora 


RESTAURANTS 


CHIN-CEE CHIN'S: 


49th St.—Broadway—44th St. 
Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


KATINKA 


Famous Russian Restaurant 

Luncheon 65c, Dinner $1.25 

Russian and Gypsy Music and 
Dancers 


109 W. 49th Cirele 0339 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector 2941 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 
Specialists in Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
815-317 W. 47th St. Iongacre 5461 


RAYNER, DALHEIM & CO. 


Music Engraving and Printing 
In All its Branches 


2054-2060 W. Lake St., Chicago, Hl. 
MANUSCRIPTS 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
25 West 45th St.. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


SCENERY 


YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 
348 West 40th St. 


PENN 7826 


—FOR RENT 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 
340 West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION | 
FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


SCHOOLS 


De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering, Stretching. Tango. 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 


SCHOOLS 
STAGE DANCING 


Acrobatic, Soft Shoe. Small Classes, $1. 

Guaranteed routines, $25 up. Original 

material furnished for acts (Patter, 
Dances, Songs). 


Acts coached, managed and placed. 
WILLIAM BROOKS 
923 8th Avenue At 55th Street 


John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 
School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professional School for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 Fast 58th St. Plaza 4524-4525 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Charactee 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5918 


MANNING STUDIOS 


SPECIALIST IN TEACHING 
TAP DANCING 


110 West 47th Street Bryant 4450 


FOOTWEA 


Spring Styles Now on Dispirs 
Toe and Ballet Siippers of Every Description 


836 7th Avenue, at 54th Street. Phone Circle 0378 


SUPPLIES 


J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocadesa, 


Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Rhinestones, Spangles. Tighta, 
Opera Hose. ete., for stage costumes 


18-20 Eaat 27th St.. New York City 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 
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Full line of leather goods 
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it will be 


Orpheum 

Last week the Orpheum needed 
a strong feature act, in addition to 
Jim Barton, to bolster up what was 
individually not bad but collectively 
rather a weak bill. 

So they got Jack Benny, who but 
five weeks ago played here and 
since New Year’s has been here sev- 
eral times. Benny is one exception 
to the time-worn rule about repeat- 
ing. The offener he comes around 
the better he seems to be liked, and 
the longer he stays on the stage the 
better the break for those regular 
customrs who lay it down on the 
line every week and sometimes get 


Bypped. 

Actually, the reason for Benny 
being on this bill was Peggy Ham- 
ilton’s fashion revue. Miss Hamil- 
ton is the fashion expert for the 
Los Angeles “Times.” Although she 
can wear clothes like a million and 
look plenty nifty, her little affair 
would have had some rough sailing 
if it were not for the timely ap- 
pearances of Benny, wise- 
cracked the revue into something it 
never would have been without 
those gags. 

The fashion parade was counted 
upon to bring ’em in from every- 
where in the neighborhood, partic- 
ularly the movie dames with their 
boy friends. Not everything that 
shines is gold, they say, and maybe 
that’s why there were so many of 
the film girls who simply forgot to 
come around Sunday night at the 
Orpheum. 

It might not have been Miss 
Hamilton’s fault, and, anyway, she 
tried very hard to entertain those 
there by bringing out 15 manne- 
quins who wore lots of pretty 
things. Then there were a group of 
four dancing maids, not so hot on 
the heels, but facially acceptable. 

Miss Hamilton herself did a neat 
waltz with Joaquin Elizondo, ro- 
mantic-looking gent, who works a 
good deal in the movies. All that, 
coupled with Benny’s refreshing re- 

marks, now and then kept the audi- 
ence in until considerable after 11, 
unusually late. 

Barton, held over, was sure fire. 
Behind him was Joseph E. Howard, 
who revived some of his old songs, 
digging plenty far back. 

Toby Wilson and Co. in a typical 
comedy sketch, also something 
everybody liked. As he grows older 
Wilson appears to be. getting 
sprightlier and funnier. He cer- 
tainly has a rib tickler in this sketch 
where he plays the “old timer” with 
a load of dough and a devilish ap- 
petite for the dolls. Good support- 
ing cast of four people. 

Eve Esmond and Pat Grant were 
@ youthful comedy couple who made 
good in the deuce. Girl particularly 
clever and funny. Grant is neat 
and does quite’a bit of hoofing; all 
kinds. The Stubblefields, aerial 
turn with three women, were inter- 
esting openers. 

Jack Benny besides having his 
hands full in the fashion thing was 
given the spot opening intermish 
for his own specialty. Mrs. Jack 
Benny, now designated as “Marie 
Bagel,” was a choice morsel for the 
mob and an apt foil for her hus- 
band. 

Sunday being Mother’s Day, New- 
ell Alton commemorated the event 
on the organ working in with the 
console a scenic display on the stage 
that was too long to be fully appre- 
ciated. 


Pantages 

Just an average layout for Pan- 
tages last week. Maurice Costello 
was on the topline. Costello is play- 
ing some time for Pan out here with 
a sketch that doesn’t do him justice. 
The veteran screen actor personally 
registers and was well received. 
Support cast includes three men, 
two of whom are principals. 

Rest of the bill bad. Brown and 


Guerrini & Co. 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory 
that makes any set 
Reeds — made by 

hand, 
277-279 Columbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Free Catalogues 


La Hart, roler skaters, who were 
fast openers. Girl is easy to leok 
at and a good performer. Routines 
well set and effective. Murray and 
Van, two boys and a piano, crooned 
through the “deuce,” getting over 
nicely. Neat musical offering was 
Carlena Diamond, a looker with ex- 
cellent technique on the harp. For 
a finish she does an impression of 
her father, Charlie Diamond, using 
a hand harp while executing steps. 
Comedy honors went to Burt and 
Rosedale, mixed team, who did 
about anything and everything in 
the way of hoke. 

On the closing end were the Mem- 
phis Collegians, nine-piece band, 
carrying two specialty soloists, ec- 
centric boy hoofer and cutie who 
warbled a mean ow-de-ow-dow. 
Okay on any vaude bill. Screen 
feature “Gateway to the Moon” 
(Fox). 

Trade near capacity on main floor. 
Upstairs, as usual, not so forte on 
matinee, 


Amateur dramatic organizations 
from six cities participated in the 
second annual Southern California 
one-act play tournament held at the 
Temple theatre, Santa Ana. Yoric 
Players, San Diego, directed by 
Haerah Hubbard, offered “Two 
Gentlemen from Solio.” Riverside 
Community Players gave “Mr. 
Sampson,” by Charles Lee and di- 
rected by Janet Scott. Condensed 
version of “When We Were Twenty- 
one,” by H. V. Esmond, was pre- 
sented by the Monrovia Community 
Players, directed by Paddy O’Flynn. 
The Escondido Community Players, 
directed by B. F. Sherman, offered 


“El Cristo,” while the Hollywood 
Community Players, directed by 
Louise Avery Hastings, produced 


“On the Lot.” Santa Ana Com- 
munity Players, though not in com- 
petition, put on “No ’Count Boy” by 
Paul Green. This play won first 
prize in the Belasco little theatre 
tournament heli in New York last 
year. It was then presented by the 
Dallas Players. 

The winning groups in this tour- 
nament have been invited to pre- 
sent their plays in Pasadena. 


Frank Garramoni, formerly with 
Fanchon and Marco, has been en- 
gaged by Oliver Morosco to direct 
the orchestra at his newly acquired 
Belmont theatre. 


Columbia held a meeting of all 
its branch managers west of Den- 
ver at the Ambassador hotel here. 
Joseph Goldberg, western distribu- 
tion manager, was in charge of the 
meeting. 


International pageant of music 
scheduled to take place at the Am- 
bassador Hotel June 18-30 is now 
in rehearsal with Waldo T. Tupper, 
managing director of the exposi- 
tion, in charge. The show is being 
sponsored by the Southern Cali- 
fornia Music Trades Association 
and are conducting a beauty con- 
test in conjunction with the meet. 


May Boley, who appeared in the 
coast “Hit the Deck,” has been 
signed for the same production in 
Australia through Ken Dailey of the 
Bert Levey office. 


“A Night in Spain” will open at 
the Biltmore June 2. Most of the 
members of the original cast will 
be in the production. 


With Helen Sullivan signed for 
a principal part in ‘“Pomander 
Walk,” coming to the Hollywood 
Playhouse May 28, the cast is now 
complete. Players include Barbara 
Leonard, Allan Connor, Lionel Bel- 
more, Evelyn Hall, Robert T. Haines, 
Linda Ann Carlon, Jimmie Phillips 
and Bruce Payne. 


In the event Claire Windsor is 
cast to play the lead opposite Ri- 
cardo Cortez in “Grain of Dust” for 
Tiffany-Stahl, production of “The 
Naughty Duchess” will be held back 
until she finishes work in the first 
productiort. 

Both are being made for Tiffany- 
Stahl, 


Tiffany-Stahl is installing a por- 
trait gallery on the studio lot for 
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EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS—Passage Taken Care of Both Ways 
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making publicity portraits of all 
their players and executives. 
Portraits for this work have been 
previously made with studio still 
cameras and would not pass fan 
publication requirements. 


Los Angeles, May 22. 

Trial of the $42,000 breach of con- 
tract suit brought by Jetta Goudal 
against the Cecil B. DeMille Pictures 
Corp. is being held up in superior 
court pending the taking of a depo- 
sition in England from W. G. Croth- 
ers, formerly employed as a casting 
director at the DeMille studio. 
Crothers is to be quizzed about con- 
versations he might have overheard 
which would have any bearing on 
the case. 

Miss Goudal sued under a contract 
she declared she entered into with 
DeMille whereby she was to receive 
periodical increases in salary until 
a maximum of $5,000 a week was 
reached in 1930. Miss Goudal con- 
tended the film concern failed to live 
up to the terms of the agreement. 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Frieda Berkoff, who recently left 
the dancing act with her brother, 
Louis Berkoff, has associated herself 
with the Mack Bissett School of 
Dancing. Miss Berkoff is in charge 
of the ballet department. 


Juvenile stock member« of the 
Egan School postponed its play, 
“Her Heart’s Desire,” to Sunday 
afternoon, May 27. Illness to one of 
the principals in the play made the 
postponement necessary. It will be 
presented under direction of E. N. 
Wallack. 


Olga Zacsek heads the cast of 
“Hotel Imperial” produced by the 
Sydney Sprague repertoire players 
at the Egan. Others in the cast in- 
clude Boris Karloff, William Stack, 
Jeffrey Williams, Ross Chetwynd, 
Ernest David Erskine, Kenneth 
Mackay, Ronald McBurney, Keith 
Haswell, Jay Allard, Arthur Bvers, 
Louis Morrison, Lillian Rivers, 
George Dunham, Evan Pearson, Isa- 
belle Berte, Uno Hellborg, John 
Stuart Mill, Frederick Lewis and 
Lawrence Bishop. 


New summer policy has gone into 
effect at the Criterion, West Coast 
Theatres operated downtown house. 
Where formerly operating with a 
long run picture policy, the house 
now goes into a grind with weekly 
changes and first run pictures from 
independent and other markets. 

Movietone newsreel and short 
subjects will remain-.as defore. 

Admission scale is 40c. top after 
p. m 256. all day. 


William Kernell, composer, is 
under a long term contract at Fox, 
writing original stories and titles. 

Kernell’s first assignment is 
“Road House,” now in production 
under the direction of Richard Ros- 
son and featuring Lionel Barry- 
more and Marta Alba. He is writ- 
ing titles for F, W. Newman’s “Four 
Devils.” 


Three Fox studio workers, J. K. 
McGuinness, Herman Bing and Ga- 
briel Beer Hoffman, injured in re- 
cent automobile accidents, are now 
recovered and will be able to return 
to their posts at the studio shortly. 


Edward Everett Horton will play 
the male lead in an all star cast 
to make “The Terror,” Warner 
Brothers’ feature length sight and 
sound picture with the Vitaphone 
recording device. 

Other players are May McAvoy, 
Louise Fazenda, Alec Francis and 
Holmes Herbert. Roy Del Ruth will 
direct. Horton, who is now produc- 
ing and featuring himself in plays 
at the Vine Street theatre, will al- 
ternate his stage work with the 
Warner studios as long as his work 
is required in the picture. Pro- 
duction will start June 4, 


Production on “The Volunteer,” 
being produced by Harry Langdon 
for First National, will be com- 
pleted about June 1, with the excep- 
tion of filming the exteriors of sub- 
marines. It will be necessary to 
wait until the latter part of June to 
obtain the submarine shots, at 
which time the Pacifie fleet will be 
at the local port. 


Savoy Players, San Diego, pro- 
duce “Seven Chances” May 217, with 
Joseph Bell heading the cast. Bell 
formerly was a leading man with 
the old Morosco stock company. 

Arthur S. Kane has been ap- 
pointed southern district manager 
for United Artists, Kane returned 
east with Al Lichtman, general sales 
manager of United Artists, who had 
been here for a week. Victor M. 
Shapiro, advertising manager of the 
company, was in the party. 


I. E. Chadwick, indie producer, is 
to build a two-story store and of- 
fice building at Gower and Sunset, 
displacing the gas station at that 


point. The site is diagonally oppo- 


site the Christie Brothers studio, 
where David Horsley’s company 
under the direction of Al Christie 
made the first picture in Hollywood. 
There will be stores on the ground 
floor and offices on the second. The 
structure will be within a few feet 
of the northern boundary of the 
Chadwick studio in Gower street. 


More than 150 experienced ball- 
room dancers were selected at a 
local penny dance hall to play at- 
mosphere in a small town dancing 
contest staged at the Pathe-De 
Mille studios for a séene in “Power,” 
now being directed by Howard 
Higgin. 

All were paid the regulation extra 
wages for the work in addition to 
offering a silver cup and an extra 
check for the couple winning the 
contest. This went to a couple who 
had never appeared before the 
camera. 


Grant Whytock, Arch Smith and 
two cameramen who remained at 
Papeete, Tahiti, for additional shots 
to be made on “Under Southern 
Skies” for M-G-M, returned to the 
studio with all the necessary film 
to complete the editing of the pic- 
ture, which is now known as “White 
Shadows of the South Seas.” 

This was originally started under 
the co-direction of Robert Flaherty 
and W. S. Van Dyke. Flaherty 
abandoned the picture, ieaving Van 
Dyke to complete it. 


SEATTLE 


Variety’s Seattle Office 
Waldorf Hotel 


By SAM COHEN 
Metropolitan—“Wings.” 
Fifth Avenue—‘Little Shepherd 
of Kingdom Come.” 
Seattle—“‘Easy Come, Easy Go.” 
Columbia—“Hunchback of Notre 


Mouse—“Tenderloin” (3d 
week) 


United Artists—‘Valley of the 
Giants.” 

Orpheum—‘“Alex the Great” and 
vaude, 

Palace Hip—Musical stock. 
Garden—‘For Ladies 

nly.” 


Heinie Orlando, of the Three 
Orontos, acrobatic act playing for 
Pantages, nearly lost his life when 
he lost his balance on a 36-foot 
ladder while doing his stuff before 
the audience at the local Pan house. 
Heinie became dizzy whiie he was 
suspended up in the air and fell head 
first to the stage. He couldn’t work 
for a few days. 


Aggie Norton, vaude ‘comedienne, 
arrived here last week from Los 
Angeles to play the role of Cleo- 
patra Magginnie in Olga Printz- 
lau’s new play, “Little Heaven,” 
having it’s premiere at the. Presi- 
dent this week. d 


It is reported that local realtors 
have been commissioned by Sol Les- 
ser, president of Principal Theatres, 
to negotiate for sites in this terri- 
tory for the erection of new houses. 
Lesser plans to invade small North- 
west towns with 1,000-seat houses. 


Western Vaudeville is all shot 
in this territory. Houses formerly 
booking this type of vaude have 
either closed down or cancelled it. 
W. V. M. A. are trying to interest 
Mike Newman, Universal theatre 
head here, to take six acts weekly 
for the suburban houses. 


Following his local engagement as 
guest star at Henry Duffy’s Presi- 
dent, Leo Carrillo will go to Port- 
land to open qa five weeks’ engage- 
ment at Duffy’s Heilig in that city. 
Berton Churchill, now in Portland, 
comes to the local houses June 10 
as guest star. 

Seattle (Publix) has installed 
baby playground, situated down- 
stairs in the theatre, with matron in 
charge of the kiddies. The innova- 
tion is proving popular, 


Fhe Butte, Montana, branch of 
Columbia Pictures has been closed 
and will remaig closed indefinitely. 
A shipping office may be retained. 


Charles Knickerbocker, 
manager, 
City. 


Butte 
was shifted to Kansas 


D. C. Millward, president of D. C. 
Millward Crescent Amusement Com- 
pany, announces that Walter Mc- 
Neish, former owner of the Bijou, 


Tacoma, has been placed in charge 
of the Bijou and Palace theatres in 
that town. 


The West Coast Fifth Avenue will 
soon have Movietone. Minor changes 
in the projection booth are now be. 
ing made, in preparation for the 
talkie. 


Announcement is made of the ap- 
pointment of Sam Siegel as man. 
ager of the Strand. Siegal has for 
the past few months handled pub- 
licity for the Danz houses and hig 
recent change is in the way of a 
promotion. 


Stage acts and novelty attractions 
are being presented at Joe Danz’s 
Embassy theatre, in conjunction 
with first-run Tiffany-Stahl pic. 
tures. House is a grind and on a 
25 cents top. 


Joe Roberts, formerly publicity 
man in this territory, is now in 
charge of West Coast Theatre radio 
station. The station is located in 
the Fifth Avenue theatre, and broad. 
casts are held every Friday night, 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 


Empire—“Bachelor’s Paradise.” 

Strand—Harry Delmar’s “Revels 
Revue”; pictures. 

Maine—“Topsy and Eva.” 

Keith’s—Vaudefilm. 

Portland—“Turn Back the Hours.” 


Gus Edwards’ “Ritz Carlton 
Nights” played to capacity houses 
at the Strand all last week. News- 
paper critics called it the best show 
Portland has seen for months. 


William and Joe Mandel and 
Owen McGiveney are the featured 
players at Keith’s this week. Rumor 
has it that the house will close 
within a few weeks indefinitely. 
Last summer stock was tried but 
proved unsuccessful. 


Earle Hanson and his orchestra 
opened Riverside Pavilion Saturday 
night for the season. 


Work has started on the removal 
of the buildings at Congress Square 
where the “million dollar” theatre 
is to be erected. Actual construc- 
tion of the house will start about 
July 1. It will have a seating ca- 
Pacity of about 2,300. May 
named the State. 


NEW ORLEANS 


By 0. M. SAMUEL 
Saenger—“The Yellow Lily.” 
Loew’s State—“The Hawk's Nest” 

and vaude. 
Strand—‘“Feel My Pulse.” 
Orpheum—“Dressed to Kill” and 
vaude, 


Saenger Theatres are opening new 
houses at Meridian and Biloxi, Miss. 


Jules Bauduc and his orchestra 
are at the West End Roof for the 
summer. Roof is the class night 
place of the stay-at-homes, It is 
operated by the Hotel Roosevelt. 


The Little Theatre closed the 
most auspicious season of its 
career last week. Director Sinclair 
has been re-engaged to direct the 
amateurs next year at a salary of 
$12,000. 


ST. LOUIS 


Charles Raymond has taken up 
the post of manager of Loew’s State 
here, coming from _ Pittsburgh. 
Charles Winston is here as general 
press representative at Loew’s 
State. 


Figueroa Playhouse va 7344 
LOS ANGELES 
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An Intimate Musical Comedy 
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643 So. Olive Street 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 
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Aavices received here from Ash- 
land, Ore., near the California bor- 
der, tell of an auto crash in ‘which 
Herb Wiedoeft, San Francisco or- 
chestra leader, and brother of Rudy 
Wiedoeft, leader of the Hotel Fair- 
mont orchestra here, sustained three 
broken ribs and cuts about the face 
and body. Lawrence Abbott, an- 
other musician, who was with Wie- 
doeft at the time, escaped injury. 


West Coast Theatres and Fanchon 
and Marco are trying out an ex- 
periment at the Grand Lake, Oak- 
land, whereby that house has been 
designated as a tryout house for 
professional talent in the San Fran- 
cisco territory. Ethel Seavers is in 
charge. Tryouts Monday evenings, 
starting at 6 o'clock. 


Bill McCarthy is now in charge 
of stage construction for Fanchon 
and Marco in the No, Cal. territory. 


Hoot Gibson will be judge at the 
annual roundup at Sacramento 


June 1-3. 


Bluementhal circuit has accepted 
plans from Reid Bros. for a Class 
C reinforced concrete theatre at 
Mill Valley. It will be a 1,000- 
seater. 


Mary and Mathilda O'Donnell of 
Sacramento are preparing to launch 
construction on a 750-seat picture 
house in Placerville. 


Colonel Tadaharu Sakurai, press 
agent for the Japanese army, ar- 
rived here from the Orient on the 
Korea Maru, en route to New York 
and Europe. 


H. W. Braly, formerly branch ex- 
change manager for Paramount at 
Denver, has been appointed district 
manager for Salt Lake and Denver. 
Samuel Henley, salesman out of 
the Denver office, has been pro- 
moted to the office of exchange 
manager, 


Musicians’ union, local No. 6, has 
sent a communication to the board 
of supervisors protesting the pro- 
posed “daylight saving” ordinance. 
The musicians are unalterably op- 
posed to the plan being sponsored 
by several local newspapers and a 
few manufacturing plants. 


E. M. Bonderson, press repre- 
sentative here for the Orpheum cir- 
cuit, has joined Henry Duffy as 
manager of the president, formerly 
Morosco, in Los Angeles. 


Henry Duffy has signed Marjorie 


Rambeau for a summer engage- 
ment. She will open at Seattle 


July 21, for a five-week stay, then 
going to Portland and Vancouver 
and later into San Francisco in a 
new play, as yet unnamed, by Olga 
Printzlau. 


Dudley Clements is being brought 
to the coast by Henry, Duffy to ap- 
pear in his original role in ‘The 
Wooden Kimono,” a fortheoming 
Aleazar production. 


Jimmy Kemper, comedian, and 
Jack Haun, musical director, sailed 
for Australia under contract to 
Williamson, Ltd. 

Four Emperors, colored, after a 
year in the Antipodes, return to this 
country on the Niagara, due at 
Vancouver May 29. All bookings 
made by Harry P. Muller here. 


Norman K. Hackett, signed by 
Henry Duffy for “The Best People.” 
Opens in Seattle and thence plays 
the new Duffy house in Vancouver. 


Duffy is trying out a new venture 
for Coast stock by again producing 
one of his big successes. Following 
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and the dainty things milady 
loves 


a preliminary season in Los An- 
geles, he will bring the attraction 
back into the Aleazar here. The 
play is “The Show Off.” Cast com- 
prising Helen Lowell and Louis 
John Bartels and several others 
from the original cast. 

Dufty plans to put it on at one 
of his Southern California houses 
some time in June and then bring it 
here. This will be the first stock 
repeat Duffy has attempted. 


Phil Lampkin, musical director at 
the Granada, and Rube Wolf, m. ec. 
at the Warfield, now have their 
names in special electric signs atop 
the marquees of their houses. 


Erie Erickson, former p. a. for 
Orpheum in St. Paul, and lately do- 
ing assignment work on the “Chron- 
icle,’ succeeds E. M. Bonderson as 
press representative for the local 
Orpheum. Bonderson has gone to 
Los Angeles to become resident 
manager at Duffy's President, for- 
merly the Morosco. 


George Ebey, operating dramatic 
stock at the Fulton, Oakland, for 
several years, has temporarily 
changed his policy to a musical 
stock. Each show is slated to be 
held two weeks. Chorus comprises 
16 girls and eight boys, Charles 
Ruggles featured. Adrian Perrin 
came here from New York to stage 
the productions. 


Peter Michelson, San Francisco 
newspaper man, has joined the pub- 
licity staff of the Bank of Italy as 
assistant to Fred R. Kerman, vice- 
president and chairman of the de- 
partment of public relations. 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 


Howard—‘Street of Sin,” Pub- 
lix unit. 

Capitol—“The Wise Wife’ and 
vaude, 


Keith’s Georgia—“Golf Widows” 
and vaude, 

Loew’s— “Skirts” and vaude, 

Metropolitan—‘French Dressing’ 
and Vita. 

Rialto—“Tenderloin” 
Vita and Movietone, 


(3d week), 


Robert Williams, one of the pro- 
ducers of the stock company which 
closed last week at the Erlanger, 
announces he will open the Atlanta 
May 28 with another stock unit. 
House has been abandoned for last 
two years, It formerly housed 
road shows. 


Hot weather is making local the- 
atre managers see red. Practically 
all houses say business is ’way off. 


“Tenderloin” will play only three 
weeks. Probably could stand a 
longer stay but Rialto management 
feels that the Metropolitan erred in 
keeping “Jazz Singer” six weeks, as 
it got the customers out of the 
habit of coming to the house. 

Atlanta is not a “run” town. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By VINCE McKNIGHT 
Apollo—“Congratulations.” 
Stanley—‘“Soft Living.” 
Virginia—‘‘The Gaucho.” 
Earle—“‘Wagon Show” and vaude. 
Colonial—“‘Garden of Eden.” 
Strand—‘Their Hour.” 
Capitol—"That's My Daddy.” 
City Square—‘“Adventure Mad.” 


Ear! Carroll's “Vanities” is due at 
the Apollo next week, ending its 
road tour here. Understood the new 
“Vanities” will also have its pre- 
miere here during the middle of the 
summer, 


Vitaphone presentations are now 
a permanent feature on the Stanley 
programs with recent installation 
made at a reputed cost of $15,000. 
Addition to recular bill has already 
made itself felt at the b. o. 


Beginning May 27, the Earle will* 
change the opening days of its bills 
from Monday and Thursday to Sun- 
day and Thursday. Move was mad 
in order to have two different pro- 
crams over the week-end. 


One of the changes in “The Front 


is also handling 


Mount Eden, pictures. 


Work being rushed on Cascade: 
‘Pool, Jerome avenue and 
| street, to get it open June 1, 


Al Darling will he relief manage) 


in the local Keith-Albee houses 
while the regular managers vaca- 
tion. 


The “Jacques Harblane,” listed as 
the author of “Passion’s Paradise,” 
this week’s offering of the Blaney 
| Players at the America theatre, is 


lreally H. Clay Blaney, manager of 
ithe troupe. 


Page,” Jed Warris’ new show, was 
the dropping from the cast of 
Charles Gilpin. 
BRONX, N. Y. C. 
Metropolitan Pool opens this | 
week with Morris J. Inkel as the 


| 


ith 


new manager. He 
publicity, the post of press agent 
having been abolished, 

Frank A. Rvan new organist at, 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


_ By CHESTER B. BAHN 
_ Wieting—Frank Wilcox Co., stock, 
next week, “Craig's 
ife.” 

Temple—Dark. 

Empire—Dark. 

Keith’s—Vaudeville, pictures, 

Savoy—Palace Burlesquers, stock. 

_Crescent—Independent vaudeville, 
pictures, 

Strand—“Wife Savers” and Vita- 
phone- Movietone, Next week, 
“Street of Sin.’ 

Loew’s State—“The Dove” and 
“Rah! Rah! Rah!” Publix unit; next 
week, “Across to Singapore.” 

Eckel—“Sporting Goods” 
Vitaphone; next week, 

Rivoli—“When Beareat Went Dry” 
and “Red Hair.” 

Syracuse— “The Spotlight” 
“Daredevil’s Reward.” 

Palace—‘The Lovelorn.” 

Swan—"Moon of Israel” and “Sil- 
ver Valley.” 

Regent—"The Garden of Allah.” 

Harvard—"Convoy.” 

Avon—‘“Camille.” 


and 
“Honor 


and 


Peaches Browning will open a 
Split-week engagement at Keith's 
May 31. Such, at least, are the 
managerial plans, but there are 
rumblings of trouble for the house 
in the Federation of Women’s Clubs 
circles, Local clubwomen_ very 
frankly do not take kindly to the 
appearance of Peaches Browning 
here, and there is every indication 
that the city’s clergy will aiso op- 
pose the engagement. 


FE. E. Roberts will operate the 
Liverpool theatre in the local suburb 
for Victor L. Parsons, who nas just 
acquired the house from Joseph 
Iwooperman, 


The business slump in Syracuse 
theatres continues. Week end was 
marked by disappointing patronage 
in a good majority of the picture 
houses, first-run as wellas neighbor- 
hood. The three Kallet-Comerford 
theatres — Regent, Harvard and 
Avon—are doing poorly, even double 
feature bills failing to offset the 
slump. Business at Keith's Sunday 
afternoon was patently off. Wilcox 
stock at the Wieting did not fare 
so well last week with “Take My 
Advice,” but an Elks benefit on 
Monday night started off “Brocd- 
way” this week to a better druw. 

Strand had a fairly good week 
with “The Gaucho” last week, but 
“We Americans” failed to show 
strength at the Eckel. “The Patsy” 


and the Publix unit, “Knick Knacks,” 


gave Loew's State one of the best 
weeks it. has had since the house 
opened, 

Of the smaller repeat houses, the 
Crescent is the only one to click 
consistently. 


Dewey Michaels, Buffalo purlesque 
impresario, has cut his Palace stock 
at the Savoy here to the pone for 
the warm weather period. Sunday 
the troupe totaled just 13, with four 
listed as principals — Tom Phillips, 
producer-straight man; Charles 
Robinson and Roy Mapes, comics, 
and Edythe Dawn, ingenue-soubret- 
prima donna. The chorus is called 
upon to supply girls for the skits 
and for specialties, 

The Mandell-McLarnin fight films 
are booked to supplement the bur- 
lesque, 


Reports of dissension in the 
Schine organization, particularly in 
executive cireles, are strenuously 
denied, both here and in Glovers- 
ville. Albert Kaufman, central di- 
vision manager, named as one of 
those stepping out because of dis- 
satisfaction, is leaving to become 
a theatre operator on his own. 
Kaufman and Mare Buckland are 
now rushing the renovation of the 
Iimpire here for an early June 
opening; Kaufman leaves the 


Schine organization on Friday 
night. -Howard Lichey, another 


Schine man whose name figured in 
the shake-up stories, has resigned 
and will handle a press campaign 
for the Kaufman-Buckland Empire. 
He was publicity director for the 
Schines for some time. 

Reports that James Carrier, direc- 
tor of operations, and L. J. Carkey, 
special representative in 

New York, were leaving, 
Harry E. Long, Schine 
months 
respon- 


Schine 
Northern 
are denied, 
tica aide for the past 14 
is leaving, but ill heaith is 
sible. He is to take a course of 
treatments in Detroit, and then may 
fill a Schine assignment in Ohio 
Carkey will temporarily fill the 
‘tica berth Long vacates, being as- 


l<isted by Howard E. Miller, of the 


Avon theatre. 


State, Utica, is the first theatre in 
vicinity to solve its orchestra 


problem by installing a G-B tone 


fhiis device went into operation on | 


| Sunday. 


| (Jeorge 


Stricken with an attack 
week, Robert R. Mill, press 
ugent for the Frank Wilcox stock, 
was removed to Crouse-Irving Hos- 
p.tel when pneumonia threatened to 

He is reporgwd on the gain. 
Heindorf, of the ‘Herald,’ is 
for Mill. 


just 


cevelop. 


John PR. Van Arnam, who mixes;the sale of 06 horses at Oakwoods | 
football scouting for his alrma mater, | farm. 
Syracuse, with minstrelsy, is organ- | 


|here, has closed the theatre for the 


ing signed up here will meet for re- 
hearsals on July $3 at Northville. 
Van Arnam’s summer home. The 
season will cover about 40 weeks’ 
playing time. 


The secret marriage of Marion 
Homer, young vaudeville dancer of 


tra leader, of Chicago, 
nounced here last week. 


Was an- 


R. Stevens, who has the Model 


present. 


The Jane Hastings stock, whieh 
closed recently in Oswego after three 
weeks of slight business, may locate 
permanently for the summer in St 
Thomas, Ont. 


Syracuse University is scheduled 
to complete the shooting of its first 
undergraduate motion picture pro- 
duction, “Pusher-in-the-Face,” this 
week. The picture, a two-reeler, will 
be shown at the Eckel here before 
college closes for the summer. 

Turning aside from the serious 
drama, the Cornell Dramatie Club 
produced “The Revue: A Musie Hall 
Night,” in the University theatre 
Friday and Saturday. A. M. Drum- 
mond, Richard Dunham and Bernard 
lenrow directed, 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By E. H. GOODING 
Lyceum—‘Crime” (stock). 
Temple — “Saturday's Children” 

(stock), 
Rochester—"'The Big Noise” and 
Pan vande, 
Eastman-—‘The 
Condemned.” 
Regent——‘Easy Come, Easy Go.” 
Piccadilly—“The Heart of a Fol- 
lies Girl.” 
Fay’s—“A Bachelor's Paradise.” 


Legion ‘of the 


Mystery surrounds future 
policy of the combined forces of 
the Regorson Corporation of this 
city and the Schine Theatrical In- 
terprises, Inc., of Gloversville, which 
last joined in equal partnership to 
organize a corporation to build, ae- 
quire and operate theatres in Roch- 
ester. The Regorson Corporation, 
an Eastman subsidiary, now owns 
the Regent and Piccadilly, while 
the Schines control the Riviera, 
Liberty, State, Webster and Grand. 
It is said the new unit plans shortly 
to close options it now holds on 
theatres now in operation. 


Louis Calhern, matinee jdol of 
Rochester flapperdom for three or 
four summers, is back for a limited 
engagement as leading man with 
the Lyceum Players, Calhern’s wife, 
the former Julia Hoyt, is expected 
to appear with him in several plays 
here late in the stuck seuson. 

Pietro Antonelli, 38, formerly of 
Rochester, and well known in the 
outdoor show world as an exhibitor 
of fireworks displays, died last week 
of injuries received in an explosion 
in one of the buildings of the Buf- 
falo Fireworks Corporation at 
Lockport. 


Eastman theatre is building up a 
ballet corps with free lessons for 
girls 16 to 20 years old and salaries 
for those who make the grade to 
become members of the company. 
Instruction is being given by Ivan 
Triesbault, ballet master, and Miss 


Thelma Biracree, premiere dan- 
seuse, 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Shubert—"“What Every Woman 


Knows” (Bainbridge Players), FMdith 

Taliaferro guest star. 
Minnesota—"‘Shepherd of King- 

dom Come”’-“Gems,” Publix unit. 


State—“Old San Francisco” and 
Silvertown Cord orchestra. 
Pantages—"Why Sailors Go| 


Wrong” and vaude., 
Seventh Street- 
Lyric—"Partners in Crime. 


Vaude-pictures, 


Seconda 


this city, and Morris Grimes, orches- 


Variety’s Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 
Cass (Shubert-Stair} — “Desert 
Song” (2d week). 
Garrick (Shubert-Stair) — “The 


Searlet Woman” (2d week). 
Bonstelle Pilayhouse—" What Anne 
Brought Home” (stock). 
Adams (Kunsky)—-"“Harold Teen.” 


Capitol (Kunsky) — "50-50 Girl’; 
“Jazz Town.” unit, 
Fox Washington (Fox) ‘ilonor 


Bound”- Movietone, 

Madison 
Vitaphone (1st week). 

Michigan (Kunsky-Publix) -'Yele 
low Lily"; “Rio Romanee.” unit. 

State (kunsky)—"Walking Back,” 
Stage band, Roy Sedley. 

United Artists (U. 
(2d week). 


Cadillac —-“Iixon’s Biz Kevue” 
‘Mutual. 
Stock burlesque downtown at 


Palace, Loop, National and \\venue 
theatres. 


An origina'ty contemplated s.ay of 
two wecks fc° “Artists and Models” 
was cut in half Saturday wien the 


revue bowed out after a wock of 
business that did not warrant hold- 
ing over. The show is in Buffalo 
currently, to follow with a week at 
Cleveland, then folding up. 

“The Captive’ is booked to open 


here May 27. 

Fred Stritt, replaced by Roy Sed- 
ley as m, ec. at the State after six 
weeks, is returning to vaudeville 
with kk. A. in the east. 


Eden Gray wiil leave the Bonstelle 
Playhouse in a week after serving as 
“eminine lead with Jessie Bonstelle‘s 
stock for the season. Walter Young 
also goes, 


Addison Hotel cafe, one of the 
three nite clubs in town, closed for 
the summer, 


The third attempt this season by 
the Woodward Pluyers (stock) to 


at the Majestic has been as unfor- 
tunate as the preceding two, and the 
theatre is about to close. This blowe- 
off may be per:manent. 


The Woodwards’ latest try, com- 
ing after the company had closed 
and reopened twice within a few 
months, resulted when M. W. Me- 


Gee, manuger of the stock, was of- 
fered the Majestic on a free rental 
basis for six months. He accepted 
in the hope that the lessened nut 
would help in the struggle, 
“Dixon’s Big Revue,” now it the 
Cadillae, is the last road show (Mu- 
tual) fo play the Cadillac this sea- 
son. Summer stock, produced by 
Jim Bennett, opens at Izsy Sviden- 


berg’s house with a midnight show 
May 26. The Cadillac stock will 


differ from its four downtown com- 
petitors in running two-a-day at 
$1.10 top. The original four do a 
grind with films. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 

English’s—“A Prince There Was” 
(Berkell stock), 

Keith’s — “Saturday’s 
(Walker stock). 

Lyric—Vaudfilm. 

Fountain Square—“Old Ironsides,” 

Apollo—‘‘Kasy Come, Easy Go.” 

Palace—"The Crowd.” 

Indiana—"The Play Girl.” 

Circle—‘“Dressed to Kill.” 

Ohio—"Circus Rookies.” 

Miller Davis, 
Theatre Company, has announced 
the sale of the Indiana theatre, 
Terre Haute, to the Wabash Thea- 
tre Company, which operates the 
Terre Haute Hippodrome. Keith- 
Albee has leases on the Hippodrome, 


Children”® 


trustee for Indiana 


Grand—“The Big City.” 
loop run. 


Pantages now opens its new shows | 


| 


Fridays instead of Saturdayvs. This | 
}permits acts to reach Spokane in 
time for a Sunday opening. They 
make the jump to the Coast direct 
from here, | 
Eddie Dunstedter, organist, was 


fin Chicago 


phonograph records, | | 


of the 


last week to make 

Garden theatre, erected by Uni 
versal, but later sold to F. & R.,, 
;is beang turned into a store building. 


| 
| 


| Pantages this week is using a 
new racket to help matinee busi- 
ness. In addition to its vande and 
feature, “Why Sailors Go Wronfr,” 
it also is showing afternoons only, 
“Seventh Heaven,” 
ut two other loop houses, 
j 

continues to 
all 


large 


Minnesota 
display ads in 


run 
Paul papers 


St. 


MILWAUKEE 


| were here last week to take part in 


star left with 


Former, dancing 


izing another blackface company for | three of the prize mares, price for 


next season, 


The company now be-/ the three being set at about $7,000. ° 


| filed 


isecraary of s 


already seen here | 


Irene Castle McLaughlin and her! 
husband, Col. Frederick McLaughlin, | 


Liberty, American and Indiana. 
Sale price understood to be $350,000, 

Muncie Theatrical Enterprises has 
incorporation papers with the 
tate. M. J. Weller, H. 
G. Forde and M. V. Gallagher are 
incorporators. 


Call For--- 


| 
| 
| 
d 
| 


-and be assured of receiving the 
| best materials properly blended. 


SOLD EVERYWHERE 
| Manufactured by 


|} 3tein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


regain their former profitable status’ 


| | | 
| | 
n — | | 
= | | = 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| & 
= | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | | = | 
| 
| | | 
— | | | — | 
| | | | f 
| 


To 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 23, 1928 


| 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland—“She's a Sheik.” 

Broadway—‘“Legion of 
demned.” 

Pantages—‘“Honor Bound.” 

Oriental—“Stand and Deliver.” 

Columbia—“The Gaucho.” 

Rivoli—“‘Patent Leather 
(third week). 

Heilig—Henry Duffy Players. 

Liberty—Thomashefsky Players. 


Con- 


Kid" 


Plans are to close the Liberty next 
fall, later converting into a shop- 
ing arcade. Henry Duffy Players 
ave an all summer lease on the 
Heilig. Indications are that they 
may remain there. 


Professor Havemann, owner of 
“Havemann’s' Animals,” playing 
Pantages here last week, was se- 
verely torn by one of his lions at the 
Saturday night performance. The 
animal clawed a severe gash in his 
thigh. The act was immediately 
stopped. Havemann is recovering 
from the mishap but has had to 
cancel bookings. - 


VANCOUVER 


Frank Hopwood 


Pantages —-“‘Love Hungry” 
vaude. 


and 


Orpheum--—‘‘Let 'Er Go, Gallagher” | 


and vaude. 

Vancouver—-Henry Duffy Players 
in “The Baby Cyclone.” 

Empress—-Allen Players in “Fam- 
fly Pride.” 

Capitol—“The Big City,” Capito- 
lians and acts. 

Strand—‘“The Devil Dancer” and 
Fanchon and Marco’s “Argentine 
Innovation.” 


Business here is holding up fairly 
well, although the start of summer 
weather has staried to pack the 
beaches both afternoon and eve- 
ning. Amateur baseball hag als: 
got under way and is draw:ng big. 
The Orpheum has cut the balcony 
price again, but still doesnt seem 
to be able to draw. 


With Ollie Wallace, organist, and 
Wyatt and Gavin, instrumentalists 
-aand harmonists, held over, the Capi- 
tol is running a radio week and 
packing them in. G. Donald Gray 
and Sidney Dixon, singers from 
KOMO, Seattle, are playing a re- 


Performers! 


Have you seen the new 
H & M Professional 
Open Top Trunk? 


NOW ON DISPLAY 


New York Agency 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 SEVENTH AVENUE 


Between 40th and 4lst Sts. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phones: Longacre 6197, Fenn. 9064 


Also 1,000 Used Trunks 
Of Every Description 
Lashes Darkened 


Coloura darkens them permanently with one 


Strictly 
Union 

Made 
Professional 
Trunk 


yebrows and 


application. Easy to apply—harmless, Un- 
affected by washing, creams, perspiration, 
ete. Kyebrows and lashes shaped and dark- 


ened by experts at our shops, 50c. Box of 
Coloura with instructions, $1.25 postpaid. 


Spire's, 26 W. 38th St. & 34 W. 46th St, N.Y. 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


,Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Coiumbus, O, 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING co. Ine. 
225 West 39 St. NEW YORK, 


Child for Board in the jn 
Prefer Male 
MRS. GIBSON 
141 Lexington Ave. 
Fairhaven, N. J. 


turn date, and Henri Damski, saxo- 
phonist, KJR, Seattle, is also on the 
bill. 


A Theatre Guild has started here 
under the direction of Richard Bel- 
lairs, An effort is being made to try 
to bring the Little Theatre officials 
in, but is not expected to meet with 
much success. The Little Theatre 
has strong support here.  Bellairs 
came from Australia some time ago 
and after returning from New York, 
where it is said he appeared with 
Winthrop Ames and others, played 
in local stock. 


Levitt, Brown and Huggins’ car- 
nival shows did good business at 
the Elks’ Circus here last week, and 
after playing the suburbs for a week 
will start a tour of the Lower Main- 
land. Although a Supreme Court 
decision upheld their operating 
wheels, ete., the hopes of carnival 
folks were shattered, however, when 
the Vancouver Exhibition authori- 
ties announced that the decision 
would not affect their intention to 
keep the wheels, ete., away from 
all fairs under their jurisdiction. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 


Grand—-“Why Marry?” 
Palace—-“Square Crooks,” vaude. 
Albee--“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
presentation. 
Capitoi—‘“Quality Street,” Vita- 
phone. 

Lyric—“Ramona” (2d week). 
Keith’s—‘‘The Escape.” 
Strand—“Burning Daylight.” 


The Stuart Walker Company 
opened its seventh consecutive sum- 
mer season of dramatic stock last 
week at the Grand Opera House 
with an excellent playing of “Sat- 
urday’s Children” and to good busi- 
ness. The plays and players alter- 
nate between here and _ Indian- 
apolis. 


Bestor’s Orchestra, with 
Grace White and Ralph Wonders, 
dance team, and Frankie Klassen 
as added features, is proving a pop- 
ular draw at the Florentine Room 
of the Hotel Gibson. The Gibson’s 
new roof garden opens May 29 with 
Ray Miller’s orchestra, indefinite. 
It will accommodate 1,000. Bestor’s 
band and five floor acts will be 
extra attractions for the opening. 


The Zoo opened Sunday. Kryl’s 
band is the free attraction. The fce 
shows again featured. The skaters 
are LeMaire and Reynolds, Taylor 
and Derkson, Shipstead and Jones 
and the Ralstons. Alvin Roehr’s 
orchestra is at the Clubhouse, with 
Walters and Haller, dancers. 


Henry Thies’ Victor orchestra 
booked for the summer at the new 
Casino Dansant, Coney Island, 
which starts May 26. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Werba’s Brooklyn—“Simba.” 
Werba’s Rivera—‘“Her Unborn 
Child.” 

Strand—‘‘Kentucky Courage.” 
Loew’s Met —‘“‘The Gaucho” and 
vaude, 

New Brighton—Vaude. 

St. George Playhouse — “The 
Dove.” 

Fulton — “Dr. 
Hyde.” 

E. F. Albee— “The Escape” 
vaude. 

Momart—Double feature. 
Orpheum — “‘Ladies’ Night” 
vaude. 

Cort—"A Shotgun Wedding.” 


Jekyll and Mr. 


and 


and 


Only big house open this week 
downtown is Werba’s, playing 
“Simba” for a second week. “Over 
the Wire,” night club play, comes 
in next week for a tryout. 

Majestic is dark; Teller’'s Shubert 
ras closed, probably for the season; 
Werba’s Rivera will close next week. 
Star, downtown mutual burlesque 
house, has closed for the season, to 
open early in August. 


Ringling, B.-B. circus stayed a 
week, getting dandy breaks in the 
papers, but suffering from no sun. 

Next week sees the Miller Bros 
101 Ranch here. They wilf camp on 
the same _ site occupied by the 
circus. 


June 2 the Rockawainians will 
start the season officially. A feature 
will be the opening of the new pool 
at Plavland, Seaside, where the 
Olympic swimming team. tryouts 
will be held. 


The Momart, picture house, was 
robbed last week crooks 
gagged the night watchman, opened 
the safe and ran off with $800 of the 
Sundav receipts. 


_ Stanley Hedberg is the new pub- 
licity man at Luna Park. He suc- 
ceeds Boothby, 


Joe Shea opened his stock show, 


“The Barker,” with Georgia Lee 
Hall in the lead, at the Empire, 
Monday _ night. Martin Burton 


plays opposite. Teresa Guerini is 
the other lady in the company with 
starring honors. “Shanghai Ges- 
ture” scheduled for next week, all 
at $1 top, 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 
Capito! — American Legion Min- 
strel Show (Mon. to Wed.); “Gay 
Paree”" (Thurs to Sat.). 
Strand—“Ramona” and Vita. 
Ritz—“The Crimson City.” 
Leland—‘“The Smart Set.” 
Clinton Square — “The Bachelor's 
Paradise” and “The Whip Woman.” 
Grand—Vaudefilm. 
Hall—Vaudefilm. 


Majestic, independent house, has 
discontinued its vaude program the 
second half of the week and is now 
playing full week burlesque (Mu- 
tual). As an added attraction, this 
week the house will stage a chorus 
girls’ contest Thursday and amateur 
night Friday. 


Frank Funda and his orchestra 
leave the Ten Eyck hotel bandbox 
after a two years’ engagement, Fri- 
day night. He is associated with 
Ben Bernie. Lloyd Huntley and his 
Isle o' Blues’ orchestra’ succeed 
Funda, opening at the Ten Eyck 
Saturday night. 


George W. Roberts, proprietor of 
the Eagle, independent second run 
house, has appealed to the Appel- 
late Division from a judgment of 
$2,577.50 found against him in an 
action by Frank Owens, a salesman 
of the Rockwood Chocolate Com- 
pany. Owens sued originally for 
$10,000, claiming permanent injuries 
suffered when he said he fell while 
climbing over snow bank in front 
of the theatre. 


Vincent Frost, 47, Pittsburgh, who 
voiced a demand at the Capitol the- 
atre Tuesday night that the show 
“Diplomacy” be stopped, was re- 
moved to the psychopathic ward of 
the Albany hospital to undergo ob- 
servation. The house was thrown 
into an uproar when Frost walked 
in front of the house profanely in- 
sisting that the show could not go 
on until he talked with Margaret 
Anglin. 


Two employes of the Sells-Floto 
circus, playing in Albany Friday. 
were arrested at Pittsfield on 
charges of abduction on the grounds 
they had lured Bertha Davis, 14, 
from her home with the promise 
that she should become a dancer 
with the circus. The men: held are 
Joseph Novaks and Edward Bir- 
mingham. The girl left Albany with 
the circus and was stopped at 
Pittsfield by police, to whom she 
told her story. 


CLEVELAND 


The managerial lineup has been 
severely shaken up since the Cleve- 
land properties of Strong, Desberg 
& Laronage have come entirely un- 
der Loew control. George Dumont 
has been transferred from the Park 
to Granada; George Gillian, Mall to 
Cameo, and Frank Coddington, 
Cameo to Mall. Howard Furstus, 
from St. Louis, will manage the 
Park. 

Tom Carroll remains 
State, downtown. 


at Loew’s 


K-A’s Hippodrome is not doing 
so well with the straight picture 
policy that replaced vaudfilms re- 
cently. There is now talk of closing 
the former big: time two-a-day 
money maker for the summer. 


Loew road shows now playing the 
state will return to Cleveland after 
three weeks out of town to split 
weeks at the Park and Granada 
theatres, 


Archie Bell, dramatic editor of 
the “News,” is booked to sail for 
Europe May 25. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Erlanger—“The Racket” (stock). 
Shubert Teck—“Artists and Mod- 
els.” 
Buffalo—‘“Ramona.” 
“Knick-Knacks.” 
Hipp—‘“Sailors’ Wives” and vaude. 
Great Lakes—‘“Showdown” and 
vaude. 

Lafayette—“Lion and the Mouse” 
and vaude., 

Loew’s—-“Diamond Handcuffs” and 
vaude. 

Court—“Main Street” (stock). 


Stage, 


Shubert Teck reopens this week 
after being dark a fortnight. This 
is the third time the house has been 
“closed for the season.” Locals get 
a chance to see “Artists and Models” 
on its way back from Chicago. 


Turcott Tri-Abbott Company has 
been incorporated here for $150,000 
to operate amusement enterprises. 
Felix, Lillian and William Turcott 
are interested. 


Alice Brady has started rehearsals 
on “The Intolerable Lover,” a new 
production to be tried out in Wag- 
ner stock here. Author is anony- 
mous. 


Owners of Shea’s theatre, James- 
town, N. Y., have protested to the 
assessment board and the city clerk 
of Jamestown against an increase 
in assessment of $132,000 over last 
year. Protest was served via a writ 
of certiorari. Action was brought 
by Clara Samuels, Rosa Harris and 


Lillian Harris, owners, and seeks to 


have the court reduce the assess- 
ment from $231,900 to $162,437. 


A raid by police officials late 
Saturday night on a carnival oper- 
ating near the N. Y. C. station re- 
sulted in the arrest of five men who 
were charged with gambling and 
carrying revolvers without permits. 
The raid was made by two women 
and nine men, deputy sheriffs, who 
played the wheels and gave the 
show a complete inspection. It is 
alleged 10 wheels were in operation 
on the lot. 


PITTSBURGH 


With Pittsburgh's two big picture 
houses emptying smaller places 
downtown, elimination has begun 
along the block on Fifth avenue be- 
tween Smithfield and Wood, where 
the Lyric is being obliterated to be- 
come a shoe store, and the State 
is discontinued. 

Grand and the Olympic are slash- 
ing their prices to half that of the 
4,000-seaters, Penn and Stanley, and 
the Cameo has gone to 15 cents, 


In a few weeks Phil Spitalny, 
band leader at the Stanley, will 
start on a vacatior to Europe, 
where his daughter is completing 
violin studies in Berlin in prepa- 
ration for the concert stage.- 


Another link in the Harris chain 
will be'a $750,000 theatre at Mc- 
Keesport, construction to start at 
once. John Ebertson of New York 
has drawn the plans. It will seat 
2,500. Picture policy. 


DALLAS 


Palace (Publix) “Hold 'Em Yale.” 
Majestic (Interstate) “Hangman’s 
House.” 

Melba (Publix) “Tenderloin” and 


ita. 

Old Mill (Saenger) “Flying Ro- 
meos.” 

Capitol (Stinnett) “Bare Knees.” 
Pantages (Stinnett), pictures. 
Arcadia (Dent), pictures. 


Harriet Bacon McDonald, local 
impresario, announces a_ personal 
appearance of E. H. Sothern next 
February as part of an extended 
concert and personal appearance 
tour. 


About $32,000 has been subscribed 
by local business men to back the 
presentation of the Chicago Civic 
company some time next February 
for two days. Tne Chicago Civic 
appeared here in 1927 to a financial 
disadvantage. This season they 
gave the town the cold shoulder 
and appeared a few miles further 
north at Wichita Falls, Tex., where 
they got a guarantee. 


FOX VS. PAR-LOEW 


(Continued from page 5) 


tres in the East, each of large ca- 
pacity and in the principal key 
cities not presently holding a large 
Fox house. 

From the story, William Fox has 
said that he believes the Fox and 
First Naional pictures are entirely 
sufficient for the screen supply in 
Fox-operated houses. Besides Fox 
as its own producer, Fox, through 


finance an extension of the Publix, 
Loew and U. A. theatre chains into 
the coast territory. Another re. 
ports that Frank Vincent, recently 
resigned as the Orpheum circuit's 
western representative, may 
come a figure in the latest enter. 
prise. It is said that B. S. Moss, 
lately leaving Keith-Albee and 
casting about for an outlet for his 
idle energy, may also become inter- 
ested in the new circuit. 


Coast Houses 


Publix and Loew have the peak 
of any theatre circuit to the coast 
now on the coast in their several 
large houses currently operated by 
West Coast. Should the proposed 
reprisal movement go forward, it 
is without doubt that the Publix. 
Loew coast theatres, in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, would be with- 
drawn from W. C. operation. In 
each of those cities the eastern- 
owned theatres are West Coast's 
principal houses and the only ones 
downtown in both cities playing the 
first runs. In Los Angeles U. A. 
has its own house, also now oper- 
ated by W. C. W. C. is operating 
the U. A. owned Grauman’s in 
Hollywood, with Joe Schenck also 
holding two-thirds interest in the 
newer Grauman’'s Chinese, Holly- 
wood. 


Of recent months Publix-Loew 
have been sending their own brand 
stage units to the coast, establish- 
ing the type and name of Publix 
out there. 

Fox has been reported holding an 
option on the Orpheum, Los 
Angeles, owned by Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, It could immediately be 
sent in as a first run should the 
other houses be pulled’ out. 
Orpheum is of Class A grade but 
unlikely to be disposed of- now 
through the recent change of di- 
rection in the K-A-O circuit. 
While the reason as given for 
the Fox’s belief in the sufficiency 
of product of the two producers is 
taken in good faith by the in- 
siders, some say that William Fox 
and Winnie Sheehan may have sub- 
consciously recalled that in the old 
days when Fox pictures were 
struggling, somehow they could not 
get a first run or decent showing 
anywhere. Fox pictures were con-. 
fined in those times to the grinds, 
mostly the ten-centers, and the few 
Fox metropolitan theatres then 
playing vaudfilm. 


Bob Sparks has left the K-A-O 
publicity department to spend the 
summer at Skowhegan, Me., pub- 
licizing the Lakewood stock. It’s 
Sparks’ second summer in the 
Maine woods. 


TAYLOR TRUNKS 


the West Coast purchase, procured | 


control in First National. Should | 
Fox complete the reported Stanley | 
Company deal, it would come into 
possession of Stanley’s F. N. stock, 
giving it about 53 percent of First 
National and control of that pro- 
ducing-distributing organization. | 
F. N. in “Big 3” 
First National has long since been | 
linked in trade expression as one | 
of “The Big Three.” The others of | 
tnat trio are Paramount and M- G- | 
M, the latter a Loew’s subsjdiary. 
Fox as a picture producer also now 
ranks as of the first line. 
The agitation over the Fox at- 
titude on product will centre mostly, 
it is said, in the West Coast Thea- 
tres territory. That is the section 
where the Fox theatre holdings are 
most susceptible to an opposition 
attack. In the East wherever Fox 
has a theatre or may be building, 
the city is currently occupied by a 
chain theatre of either Publix 
(Paramount) or Loew. 


New Coast Circuit 

Adolph Zukor and Nicholas and 
Jos. M. Schenck are heads of Pub- 
lix, Loew’s and U. A. It is said 
there may be a concerted move by 
those three concerns to further their 
theatre holdings on the Pacific and 
give the Fox-W. C. circuit a stiff 
battle for patronage. 

It is said that eastern bankers 
have a proposal before them te 


a large stock holding, although not | Bm 


XX PROFESSIONAL 
TRUNK $75 


Our conscientious observance of 
essential details of manufacture 
has pleased the profession for 


more than 69 years, 


TAYLOR TRUNKS are depend- 
able and serviceable; the stand- 
ard of the profession. Buy 
direct from the manufacturer. 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are sold only 
at our stores, 


The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
Under the same management since (859 


TAYLOR’S 
11S West 45th St, MEW YORK 
28 East Randolph St, CHICAGO | 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 
DANCING 


Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 


Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


WILL clean, remodel your oid hat 
equal to new. This includes straws of 
all siete. felts, silk and satin materials. 
Our workmanship on remodeling is the same 
as that on our hats that are made to fit the 
head selling as high as $25. We also redye 
felts and straws; colors guaranteed. Special 
attention to mail orders. Open Saturdays 
unta 5 P. M. LA TRIX, 29 Mwest 47th St. 
Bryant 1443. 


LMILLER 


wear. 
New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foot- 
We fit entire companies, also individual orders. 


Chicago: 187 Se. State Street 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE Se 


tly 
: HOTEL HUDSON Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 
nd ALL NEWLY DECORATED LORRAINE GRANT 
$8 DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY BATH. bay DAE 
r $12 an p DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
Hot and Cold Water and LEONARD HICKS. President DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
Telephone in Eac STREET 
| Phone: BRYANT Absolute! 
st HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 
“ 100 Showers PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel 
. HOTEL F and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
it Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
C~ (in the Heart of New York) ; Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
9 and Up Single Single Rooms ’ . THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
“ 343 and Up Double $2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 
Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
n Water and Telepnone —= —— 
\- ic Fan in h m 
68 WEST 46th STREET 
204-268 WEST 46th ST LOU HOLT2's 600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 
ANDIS COURT | canpseer arts. BENDOR COURT 
1 245 West 5lst Street 343 West 65th Street 
: 241 WEST 48D STREET, NEW YORK - ” Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 
| Weekly One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen ontnty 
Three Rooms, Bath, IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
he Wy p In the Heart of Times Square p 312 wrens, Street 
‘Once a ow NN WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION Longacre 
Allways a Patron” HILDONA COURT 
341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
x Y, HOTEL . \ . One of the Finest Hotels in Times Square 1-3-8-4-room ee a private bath, phone, 
‘ Z MAN HATTAN N CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
N Z Th NJ EW FLAN Dp ERS The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
3 N 157 WEST 4714 ST. 2 under the supervision of the owner. Located in the t 
NEW YORK CITY Y e theatrical district. All fireproof wii 
> Y 47th York Address all communications to 
ingle, Public Bat ouble Pp 
- Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up CHARLES TENENBAUM 
SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION 245 Bow York 
, evenings, ce in each building. 
A Will Lease by the Week, Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished, 
— 
A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION maga 
| Riverside Apartments HOTEL 
| 320 West 96th Street M | JOTE L | 
4 
One Block from Subway 104 W. 49th St., New York City—Ownership Management WwW. aT. 
Fit a i 
| ‘Newly. Large Rooms $ 00 Immaculately Clean 50 Double Room BROAD AY. AT ST, N ewYor 
ie ement ‘‘] 
Phone: LONGACRE 6805_ GEO. P. SCHNEIDER, Prop. 
FURNISHED | — 
: BILLS NEXT WEEK THE BERI HA apartments wn | Reduction in Rates 
on rom page en 
PASSAIC, N. J. | POUGHKEEPSIE COMPLETE _FOR HOUSEKEEPING. CLEAN AND AIRY. MONTREAL, Canada Large 516.60 Bath 
New Montauk Avon 325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY eke ¥ h TWO PERSONS 
moder wor Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. comfort and convenience of axe our Home at the Room, Hot and $12.00 
= ne ofe 5 ° 
Padlocks of 1928 Chas Keating STEAM HEAT AND ELECTHIC LIGHT- - - - $15.00 UP L L L “Hotel. 
wo to = A A 
PATERSON, N. J. | Del Verande Orch WALNUT HOTEL 155 City 


New Montauk 
2d half (24-27) 
Artistic Treat 
Gormann & Green 
3 Swifts 
Trixie Friganza 
(One to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Cross Keys 

2d half (24-27) 
Nick Hufford 
Chiat Pals 
Fitche’s Minstrels 
Bet Melrose 
(One to fill) 


Earle (21) 
Parker & Mack 
Besser & Belfour 
The Briants 
Rah Rah Tommy 
Healy & Cross 
Mosconi Bros 


Grand O. H. 

2d half (24-27) 
Helen Carlson 
Vaughn Comfort 
Dooley & Sales 
Nick Hufford 
(One to fill) 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Davis (21) 
Bellclaire Bros 
Weaver Bros 
Adele Verne 
Arthur Byrton 
Hal Neiman 
Lee Gail Ens 
(28) 
3 Vagrants 
Geo A Moore 
Ida M Chadwick 
(Three to fill) 


Harris (21) 
Lamb's Manikins 
Shurr Boys 
Raymond Barrett 
Hilton Almy 

ob Conn 
Glibb Sis 

(28) 

Homer Lind Co 
Emmet & King 
(Others to fill) 
PLAINFIELD, N.J. 

ad half (24-27 
The Perrys 

nthony & M’riss’ 
Big Show uf 
(One to fill) 


PLATTSB’RG, N.Y. 
Strand 

2d half (24-27) 
Farrell & Taylor 3 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 

aramount 6 
‘Two to fill) 
PORTLAND, ME. 

eith’s. 

2@ half (24-27) 
Tellier Sis & A 
Reed & Lucy 
Hector & Pals 
Brems Fitz & M 
Wilson & Dobson 
Don Cummings 
PORTSMOUTH, 

DBardavon 

2d half (24- 27) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
‘Others to fill) 


ist half (28-30) 
Lide Boys 
Howard Girls 
Harris & Holly 
Lionel Mike Ames 
(One to, fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
3 Swifts 
Mildred Andre Co 
Tracey & Glecker 
(Two to fill) 

QUEBEC, CAN, 

Keith’s 

2d half (24-27) 
Mona Mura Boys 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Paramount 5 
Frank Vioia Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Shuffles & Taps 
(Others to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA, 


Lyric 
2d half (24-27) 
Marcus Rev 2 
SALEM; MASS. 
Federal 
2d half (24-27) 
O’Neil & Oliver 
2 Daveys 
Melroy-McN & R 
Rovel Bros 
(One to fill) 
SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 
2d half (24-27) 
Golden Visions 
(Others to fil?) 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctor’s 
half (24-27) 
Frank Viola Co 
Country Club Girls 
Coogan & Casey 
Charley Hill Co 
(One to fill) 
Ist half (28-30) 
Barr 2 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Geo McLellan Co 
Millard & Marlin 
7 Stylish Steppers 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Palace 
Ist half (28-30) 
Marcus Show 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
2a half (24-27) 
Pickfords 
Harrison & Durkin 
Harry Kahne 
Fred Ardath 
Minor Root Co 
White & Tierney 
Ist half (28-30) 
Al K Hall 
Rosalind Rubu 
Geo McLennon 
Gaston & Andree 
(One to fill) 
2d half (31-3) 
Peaches Browning 
Maddock’'s Co 
Faber & Wells 
Chilton-& Thomas 
(One to fill) 
TERRE HAUTE 
Keith’s 
2d half (24-27) 
Jimmy Rooney Co 
Burpnam 


208 So. 8th St., Philadelphia 


HOME OF THE PROFESSION 
Reduced Rates from April 1 


Without Bath 
Single Room. .$8.00 
Double Room. 12.00 


With Bath 
Single 9m.$12.00 
Double Room 15.00 


‘Hotel 


TACOMA, WASH. 


Right Across the Street from 
Pantages and Broadway Theatres 
Fireproof and Real Beds 
Rates Reasonable 

RAY W. CLARK, Manager. 


APARTMENT HOTEL 
Drummond Street 


Special weekly rates to the profession 
Restaurant in connection 


4 half (28-30 MIT ARTA AD AD 
ven (RI AND APARTMENTS) THE DUPLEX 


TOLEDO, O. 
Keith's 


2a half (24-27) 
U Whitney Rev 
Burns & Allen 
Burns Bros 
Ding Dong Dell 
George Moore 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Hap Hazard 
Yates & Lawley 
Princess Wahletka 
Norton & Haley 
(One to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
Pressler & Kliass 
Reed & Luthers 
Waiman’s Buds 
Lentini 
(One to fill) 


TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (28) 
Crawford & Brod’k 
4 Ortons 
Arnaut 3 
Nick Lucas 
White & Tierney 

TROY, N. Y. 

Proctor’s 

2d half (24-27) 
Mystic Mirror 
Peter the Great 
Chilton & Thomas 
Peaches Browning 
Chamberlaine & E 

Ist half (28-30) 
Gladys Joyce Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Grace Doro 
(Others to fill), 
UNION CITY, N. J. 

Capitol 

2a half (24-27) 
Williams & Arde!l 
T & A Waldman 
At the Ritz 
Moedey & Duncan 
50 Miles from Bwy 

lst half (25-20) 
Alien & Canfield 
M Irving 
Gray & Powers 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Hagegarty & McM 
Aussie & Czeck 
(Three to fill) 


UTIC N. ¥. 


Galety 
2a haif 27) 
Cannon & Lee 
Lynch & Lockwood 
Gladys & Delmar 
Grace Delmar 
Pickfords 


Dance Flashes 
(Others to fill) 
WALTHAM, MASS. 
Walford 
2a half (24-27) 
Bernard Weber 
Bob Ott 
(Three to fill) 
WARREN, QO. 
Keith's 
2a half (24-27) 
Bessie Rempel Co 
(Others to fill) 


WATERBURY, CT. 


Palace 

2d half (24- 27) 
Emily Farrel! 
Flo Martinez Co 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (28-30) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Chas Mack Co 
Joe Darcey 
Elsie & Herman 
(One to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
4 Dales 
White Way Gaiet’s 
(Three to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 

Keith's 

Ist half (28-30) 
Ada Brown Co 
Ray & Harrison 
Fantasie Parisienne 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
Ann Garrison Co 
Monologist 
(Three to fill) 

WORCESTER 

Palace 

2a half (24-27) 
Lillian Ray 
Francis & Frank 
Wm Morrow 
Gay Banks 
Mays-Burt & F 

lst half (28-20) 
Cosmopolitan 4 
Alexandria & Olsen 
Ray Huling Seal 
B & E Neweil 
(One to fill) 

2a half (31-3) 
Tom McAuliffe 
Dan Dugan Co 
Francis & Wally 
(Two to fill) 
YONKERS, NW. Y. 

Proctor’s 

2d half (24-27) 
30 Pink Toes 
Hayes & Mayu 
Wm Sully 
Watson & Chan 
Kipkaid Kilties 


| Feist, 


800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. 
Accommodate 8-5 Persons. Complete 
Hotel Service. Attractively Furnished. 
Under New Management 
REDUCED RENTALS 


Ist half (28-30) 
Johnny Herman 
Bee Palmer Bd 
Duponts 
Sands & Doone 
(One to fill) 

2d half (31-3) 
Stepping Along 
Ernest Hiatt 
(Three to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 

Keith-Albee 

2d half (24-27) 
Hunter & Percival 
T & R Romaine 
Marshall & Shan’n 


NOTES 


Ramon Novarro’s next for M-G 
upon his return from Spain, will 


Boggs & Weston 
Edmund & O'Day 
(One to fill) 


lst half (28-30) 


Dick Henderson 
Trahan & Wallace 
Jack Redmond Co 
Echoes of Spain 
(One to fill) 


2d half (31-3) 
Foster Fagan & C 
Kane & Ellis 
Shamr’cks & Tulips 
Henry Regal 
Side Show 


be “Gold Braid,” naval aviation 
story. 
Eddie Quillan’s first appearance 


as a featured Pathe player will be 
in “Show Folks.” This is Ralph 
Block’s eighth production since Sep- 
tember. 


J. Barney Sherry in “The Per- 
fumed Trap,’ Par. Sherry was one 
of the first actors to face a camera 
on the Coast. 


Albert Gran replaces Farrell Mc- 
Donald in “Mother Knows Best,” 
Fox. McDonald is switched to 
“None But the Brave,” also fox. 


Howard Dietz, director of pub- 
licity and advertising, and Felix 
general sales manager for 
'M-G-M, are en route to New York 


APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 


particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


Convenient te ALL 
MiDtown Activities 


HOTEL ELK 


205 WEST §3D ST. 
Cor. 7th Ave., W. Y¥. CG. 


Single, $10-$14 
Double .. $3 extra 


Tel. CiRele 0210 


Modernly fornished. Transients, 


after having spent 10 days on the 
coast. 


Eddie Gribbon added to “Gang 
War,” FBO. 
Jacques Rollens directing U’s one- 


reel Laemmle Novelties. 


Added to “Speed and Spurs,” title 
changed from ‘Jackson Comes 
Home,” Rayford, George 
Chesebro and Walter Brennon, U. 


*» Bobby Vernon is finishing his un- 
titled second comedy on the Christie 
lot. In his support is his mother, 
Dorothy Vernon. Others in the cast 
are Nancy Dover and Eddie Baker. 


cast as lead in “Im- 
agine My InXmbarrassment,” first of 
the Christie comedies under the 
general caption of “Confessions of 
a Chorus Girl.” Others in support 


Frances Lee 


are Billy Engle and Sid Smith. 
Zilly Dooley and Frank Duffy in 
“Hot Seotch,”’ second of Christie's 


Scotch comedies. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall te 
WARIETY, address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING 
OIRCULAR LETTERS WILL 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED I 
ONE ISSUB ONLE 


Armand Don 


Bainsfair F 
Bell Adelaid 
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